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NOTE 


T ins book is an obvious companion, a twin to Inside 
Europe. I wanted to call it Outside A.sia instead of 
Inside Asia, but my publishers jDoliiely overruled me. I hope 
they are right. My attitude was that in Asia I wa.s ‘oulside’ 
looking in. Rut this book is, I believe, just as closely written 
as Inside Einnpc, just as intimately detailed and comprehen¬ 
sive. My approach is the .same, and so is my point of view. 
And I ‘looked in’ under particularly fruitful circumstances, 

In iptiV-H I visited every iniporlant place I have written 
about, except Saudi Arabia and the Mongolias. This book 
has been over two years in the making and is both a reporter’s 
job and a kind of political guide. I travelled around the 
world, about go.ooo miles, by steamship, railway, aeroplane, 
and motor-car. In each country I sarv most of the leading 
polit ical personalities. Previously I had been to the Near East 
four times, as a correspondent for the Chicago Daily Nezu.'!. 

Inside Europe was built up on a thread of personality, and 
so is thi,s book. There are full chapters on the Emperor of 
Japan, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, the Soong Sisters, 
Manuel Que/xm, Mr. Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, the Shah of 
Persia, King Ibn Sand, and Dr. Weizmaun, as well as a mul¬ 
titude of passages on less eminent figures. Some critics thought 
I put too much emphasis on personality in Inside Europe. I 
never intended to minimize the influence of political or 
economic factors. I wanted simply to draw attention to per¬ 
sonality 100. Politics in Asia are, by and large, more con¬ 
cerned with mass jiopulations than individuals—despite the 
importance of the individuals—and in this book the reader 
will fitid a considerably closer balance between politics, 
economics, religion, and personality. 

Japan, a powerful and dangerous nation, the third country 
in the great trinity of so-called Have-Nots, is waging war in 
China. This war, in its origins, its course of events, its possible 
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future, is of the greatest consequence to us in the West. In 
April 1939 it seemed that Europe too rvaukl be defaced by 
warfare. It is the same war. Jaj)an, Germany, Italy, are 
allies. IE a general conflagration come.s, wc cannot neglect or 
ignore any sector. 

Asia, indeed, the most complex of continents, is inextricably 
dovetailed ti^ith the rest of the world, Proltlcnrs of the Pacific 
involve the United States acutely. The Soviet Union is 
closely as.sociated with A.siatic problenrs, and ,so is France. 
What is happening in China concerm everyone in Europe, just 
as what is happening in Albania and Poland concents japan. 
And Great Britain, as everyone knows, is the {p-eaiest Asiatic 
power. 


To a certain extent Inside Europe was a study of uatUmal- 
ism and the internecine nationalisms of Eiiirope. Inside Asia 
is analogously a study of that dcveloi)n>cnt of nationalism 
known as Imperialism. For years Asia was devoured by 
imperialist western powers. And now the Jujtanesc, who are 
wonderful imitators, have borrowed and developed the lech- 
nique of imperialism, and have turned imperialist themselves. 
This book is a sketch of both the old and new imperialisms in 
Asia; the Dutch in the East Indies, the French in Indo-CIiina, 
the Americans in the Philippines, the Jaj)auesc in Munchukuo 
and China, and the British almost everywhere. 

Inside Europe began with Hitler, then traced a ring around 
Germany, seeking to explore ramifications of German policy 
everywheie in Europe. Similarly Inside Asia begins with 
Japan and then, for at least half its course, follows (he Jtath of 
Japanese policy. After Japan we visit Manchukno, that strange 
state of 30,000,000 guinea pigs; touch on Asiatic Russia briefly, 
proceed to China with its inundation of peoples and problem,s- 
progress downward to the Philippines,-Malaya, and Siam: 
turn westward to the gigantic complex of India, its peoples, 
rulers, and frontiers; inspect Iran, Iraq and the Middle East; 
and conclude in the Near East and Palestine. 


J.G. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE EMPEROR OF JAPAN 

‘The King’s leavings are better than the Lord’s bounty.’ 

—Cervantes. 

E ven the Emperor ol Japan is a human being. He eats, 
sleeps, and lias an individual life like die re,st of us. He 
was born; be begat children; he will die. But his human 
characteristics, interesting' as they may be, are overwhelmingly 
outweighed by the factor of divinity. The Emperor of Japan 
was 'born': but assuredly not to a tradition shared by merely 
mortal men. The Emperor of Japan will ‘die’; but his death, 
like his birth, will be no more than an episode in a cosmic, 
eternal process. He is human, but also he is virtually a god. 

The Japanese Emperor, being divine, is more than the head 
of the state. He is the state. Sovereignty is believed by the 
orthodox to reside actually in the person of die Emperor, not 
in any organ of government. The Emperor and the people 
are one. All Japanese, not merely the Emperor, consider 
themselves to be of divine or semi-divine origin; the Emperor 
is the ruling deity, a kind of father, uniting die entire popula¬ 
tion in his augii.st, impersonal, and radiant being. 

The godlike qualities of the Emperor of Japan are dilhcult 
concepts to describe. First, we plunge at once into mysticism. 
But no understanding of Japan is po.ssible until the posidon 
of the Throne is made reasonably clear, which is quite above 
and beyond that of any throne in the West, largely because 
of the religious factor. Second, we risk olfcncUiig the Japanese, 
to whom the person of the Emperor is not a fit subject for des¬ 
cription. 

The veneration, the indubitable awe, with which loyal and 
patriotic Japanese—which means a very considerable propor¬ 
tion indeed of die Japanese nation—hold the Emperor is a 
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phenomenon unique in conlemporaiy politics. I'o wcstcincvs 
it may be a baffling phenoineiion. But ino.st wcsieiiier.s, who 
inherit the tradition of Aristotle and Newton, who believe iti 
tlie validity of scientific inquiry, in the free play of tlie free 
raind, in the rational characteristics of experience, will lind 
^ very gicai deal that is balfitng in the mysticism of Jnpati, 
By mysticism I do not mean sell-delusion. I mean merely tlie 
instinct of a people to accept freely phenomena which cannot 
be accounted for by purely ititelleci iial prot'cs.scs. 

The bulk of the Japanese people have great reverence for 
their Emperor, but very few have ever seen him. I’his is 
because they are supposed to cast down tlteir eyes when, in 
some ceremonial proces,sion, he approaclic.s. They arc not, 
strictly speaking, permitted to look at him—though dnubikcss 
some bold spirits peck. The origin of this practice is the 
mythological belief that direct view of tlie Son of Heaven will 
cause blindness. 

Portraits of the Emperor arc comparatively rare. By com¬ 
mon custom the face is covered with tissue or cellupliaue. 

When the Emperor travels, even if it is for hundreds of 
miles aa'oss Japan, every window shade along the entire route 
must be drawn—which necessitates a good deal of work by 
the assiduous police. 

No one mast look down on the Emjieror. I'hc tower of the 
new police building in Tokyo has never been completed, be¬ 
cause it >fas discovered that windows therein might give a view 
of the imperial gardens. (On the other hand, modern 
exigencies have compelled modifications of this rule; for 
instance, when the Emperor opens the Diet, joitnialists in the 
gallery do look down on him.) 

In February 1939, the Japanese police forbade a production 
of Hamlet, because its 'dangerous thoughts are likely to cause 
disrespect for royalty’. 

Time magazine published a front-cover portrait of die 

mperor in 1936. The editors were asked to appeal to their 
readers not to handle the magazine upside down, or to place 
any object on it. The cartoonist William Cropper once cari¬ 
catured the Emperor in Vanity very savagely. The 

Japanese Embassy m Washington immediately lodged an 
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official [)rotesr.. 'Fhe Japanese issue of Fortune, an admirable 
job, was suppressed in Japan not so much for its contents, but 
because on llie cover it printed the imperial chrysanthemum, 
a precious Japanese symbol. (Curiously Fortune gave the 
chrysanllicraum lil'lecn petals instead of the correct sixteen. 
Or perhaps this was a clever—but unsuccc.sstul—dodge to 
avoid oll'eiice, Ity means of deliberate inaccuracy.) 

Wiicn a menilier of tlie imperial family visits the Yaraato 
Hotel in Mukden, he occupies the entire third floor, which 
is the mo,St comforlable. The fourth floor is then cleared 
of other gue.sis. 

A distinguished foreign ambassador asked his Japanese 
secretary his opinion of the Empci'or’s appearance (which was 
quite good and normal) after both had attended an imperial 
garden (tarty, Hie secretary refused to reply on the grounds 
that a reply would Itc blas]thcmy. 

Once a traffic policeman misdirected the imperial fuoccssion 
during' a village ceremony. He killed himself in shame. (It 
is not true, however, tliat the Emperor's chaun'eur or loco¬ 
motive driver must commit hara-kiri if their conveyances are 
late.) 

Doctors were not allowed to touch the Itodies of the Em- 
pcror’.s father tind graiidfalhcr, except with silk gloves. The 
legend is that even the court tailor had to measure the late 
Era(3eror’s clothes from a respectful distance—which made a 
good lit somcwliat difhcnlt. 

A very well known jurist and profeiisor, Dr. Minobe, who 
had held the chair in govcrtiment at Tokyo Imperial Univer¬ 
sity for thirty years, lo.st his job and narrowly escaped assa.ssina- 
tion bccau.se it was discovered that in a book published twenty 
years before he had referred to the Throne as merely an ‘organ’ 
of the state. 

Details like these, which are chosen from among dozens 
available, arc sufEclcnt preliminary indication of both the 
brightnoss and the impenetrable opacity of the aura that 
surrounds the Ein[)eror. We must try to define this aura, to’ 
circumscribe it. One hc.sitato.s to affront Japanese sasceptibili- 
ties; what follows in this chapter is written with proper 
deference. The Emperor is the living symbol, the emblem, 
the personification, of Japanese destiny, which may be the 
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destiny of much of Asia, and which demands coraiilete and 
impartial investigation. 

So, with the Emperor of Japan, we begin this circumnavi¬ 
gation of a continent. 

Son of the Sun 

Elis Imperial Majesty Hirohito, one hundred and iwenty- 
fourth emperor of japan in an unbroken dynasty, was born 
on April sg, 1901, in Tokyo at lo.io p.m, 11 c was educated 
by tutors, in the Peer’s School, and on a trip to Europe. lie 
became regent in 1922, when his fatiicr was overcome liy ill¬ 
ness. In 1924 he married Princess Nagako Kuni, liy whom 
he has .six children. On Christraa.s Day. igi’d. Hirohito 
ascended the throne, and in 1928 wa.s formally enthroned. 

First let us tackle the name. Japan has had only one 
dynasty in 2.599 year.s, according to Japanese mythologists and 
historians; thus no family or dynastic name is ticccssary. 
Literally Elirohito, the given name of the Emperor, whicli is 
written in two ideographs (symbols) in Ja])anese, means ‘mag¬ 
nanimous’ and ‘exalted’. 'The second idcograjih in the name, 
‘hito’ (exalted), appears in the names of most emperors. Only 
the first ideograph (in English each ideogTaj)!! i.'i a pair of syl¬ 
lables) varies, No one else in Japan may use the .syliable,s ‘hito’ 
in his name; the law does not forbid it, but implacable custom 
does. Rumour is that a pea.sani in a remote district once 
named his son ‘Elirohito’; when he discovered that this was 
the Emperor’s name, he killed his family and commit led hara- 
kiri. 

Immediately an emperor begins his reign, he choo,se.s 
another name. This is the name of the reign, while he lives; 
when he dies, he becomes known by this name. T'hu.s the 
last emperor, Hirohito's father, was named (at birth) Yoshihito; 
now he is called ‘Taisho’, the name he adopted for his reign. 
The present Emperor calls his reign ‘Showa’, wliich means— 
quaintly enoughi—‘Radiant Peace’. After his death his 
reign will be called the Showa period, and he liimself will 
be known, not as Elirohito, but as Showa, Years in Japan 
are calculated in these periods; 1939 is Showa 13, 

Japanese never refer to the Emperor by his name. To do 
so is to commit sacrilege. They never, in fact, even mention. 
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him, il tlipy cati avoid doing so; when they must, they refer 
sirujdy to (lie Throne, or say Hcika Denka (Sublime Majesty), 
or Trtnhi-Saina (Sou of Heaven). After an emperor is dead 
he is call('d the "I'enno’, a po.sthuuious title. Of course, 
Japanese continue to venerate and indeed worship him, as 
tlu'y do all ancestors, after death a.s well as before. 

The term ‘Mikado’ is never used in Japan to identify the 
Kiupcror. Sueli usage of ‘Mikado’ is purely foreign. Literally 
‘Mikado’ means ‘gale’ with an honorific prefix; hence ‘Gate 
ol' Ilc'avc'u’, which is analogou.s to terminology in our ex¬ 
pet ietice, like Sublime Porte. Japanese sometimes use 
‘Mikado’ as tin indirect way of referring to the Emperor im¬ 
personally, as .someone in Loudon might say ‘the Court’ to 
indicate' George VT. Hiii he Ls newer called ‘the’ Mikado. 

Emperors .seldom even write their own names; names were 
not, in fact, used on ollicial proclamations until i8G8. Now 
the Emperor signs some [tapens, using ‘Hirohito’ in Japanese 
ideographs, but as a rule a seal is used, tint a signature. When 
a Itiw i.s pioiuulgtited in the ofiicial gazette, two characters 
meiuiiiig sittijtly ‘Honourable Name’ arc printed to indicate 
I he setil. () lice or l wice in bestowing decorations to foreigners 
the Emiteror has .signed his name in English, 

There have been three emperors in the modern period, 
i.e,, .sittce the ‘Meiji Re.storation’ in 1868, tvhen Japan re¬ 
entered the world with such a rush and push as the world 
has .seldom seen before. I'hc E.mpcror who was ‘restored’, 
that i.s, liberated from control by the Shoguns (dictators), was 
MiUsuhito.kmnvn now as Meiji. tic was the present Emperor’s 
grandfather, and one of the great men of Asia; he ruled from 
( 8(18 to 191 j>--fori y-four tremendoas yeans. His son, Yoshi- 
hito or Taislio, the pre.scnt Emperor’s father, was a lesser'' 
man. 

But the family of Hirohito, the pre.sent Emperor, goes hack 
considerably more than these two generations. Indeed, it 
goe.s back in uninterrupted .succession for 3,599 years, all the 
way to GGo li.c. when the first Emperor Jimmu' founded the 
clynastyl It goes I?ack even farther than that, for Jimmu 
himself was a fifth-generation descendant of the Sun Goddess, 

' One of Jimmu’s female successors, prcsciently enough, had the nice 
name ‘Jingo’, 
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the chief Japanese deity, who M'as herself a cfcsccadaul of other 
deities. The picture.sque legend is that the Sun Goddess .sent 
Jimmu to Japan to found ‘her’ dynasty of chosen people there: 
it is. of course, pure mythology, since written letords of 
Japanese history do not exist before the fifth century A.n. P>ut 
a Japanese historian would lose his job lor saying this. ‘I lie 
point to make is that the orthodox Japanese like to believe 
that the mythology, even if it is mythology, is true, h'or in¬ 
stance the actual date (February ii by our reckoning) of 
Jimmu’s accession is celebrated as one ol the great Ja|ianc.se 
national holidays. The Japanese are a thorough and metho¬ 
dical people, with considerable sense of detail. 

The dynasty has never died out. It has survived 2.590 yetirs. 
One reason is a fertility natural to the Japanese. Another is 
that in Japan adoption is legally the equivalent of actual kin¬ 
ship. Another is that, until recent times, a considerable 
number of Japanese emperors had concubines; inonogainy was 
not established till 1889. At any rate there arc to-day no less 
than fifteen different branches of the royal lionse. Women 
may not inherit the throne, but there is no danger (hat the 
males will give out, The remarkable thing i.s not so much 
that the imperial line survived naturally, but that it was never 
overthrown. During many centuries the emperors were 
shadows, utterly without temporal power, but no Japanese 
tyrant. Shogun, or mayor-of-the-palace ever dared (o change 
the dynasty. 

s Japanese emperors are not crowned. They .siiiqdy ac:rcde 
to the succession. There is no crown. At once the new 
emperor issues his first imperial rescript. That of lliroliito, 
following' time-honoured phraseology, began as follows: 

‘Having succeeded, through the benign inflacnee of Our 
Imperial Ancestors, to the Throne of a lineal .succession un¬ 
broken for ages eternal, and having assumed Iho, power to 
reign over and govern the Empire, We have now perfonned 
the solemnity of the accession to the Throne, It is Our resolve 
to observe the fundamental rules of the State, to cullivaLc the 
inherited virtues, and to maintain intact the glorious tradition 
set by Our Ancestors.’ 

The equivalent of coronation is the great fe.stival of en¬ 
thronement (Go-Tairei) and the food festival (Daijo-sai), held 
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ill Kyoto, the old cajiital, alter the accession. These are a 
combination of secular and religious rites—jusi as is a corona¬ 
tion in Westminster Abbey—but the religious element is more 
pronounced. In the eloquent words of Hugh Byas (Enthrone¬ 
ment Number, Japan Adveitiscr), ‘We see him [the Emperor] 
as a Priest-King entering into mystic communion with the 
spirit of the race. This mystic and religious element runs like 
a nerve through the ceremonies and explains their power to 
awaken the deepest national instincts in the Japanese people. 
They are a living link between past and present and not 
merely a picturesque survival.’ 

First in circumstances of great ceremony the Emperor ap¬ 
proaches a .small, simple Shinto shrine and ‘informs the spirits 
of his ancestors that he has ascended the throne’. Second, 
appearing in dull orange robes (‘the earliest colour of the rising 
sun’), he listens to the official communication from thdl M toe 
minister announcing the accession. The scene is tremeifo^us; 
nothing in Europe or even Asia can rival it. ‘The living woWd 
is informed of wliat previously had been announced to the 
world of spirits.’ Finally, quite alone, the Emperor celebrates 
a kind ol harvest rite, by giving food to the gods, and com¬ 
muning in a lonely hut with his heavenly kin. 

Three paramount symbols of kingship and divinity play 
their role in these rites, the Mirror, the Necklace, and the 
Stvorcl, winch the Sun Goddess ‘gave’ Jimmu as symbols of 
sovereignly. Of these the mirror is the most sacrosanct, be- 
cansc in it one secs the soul of the sun; even the Emperor is 
supposed never actually to look at it; in a black box, bound 
with white silk, it reposes in the great Shrine at Ise. A replica 
of 1 lie mirror, however, is kept in that room of the Tokyo palace 
knoivn as the Kashkidokoro, or Place of Awe. According to 
legend the mirror was the supreme instrument of warfare in 
the early days; its reflection caught the august and terrible eye 
of the sun, and blinded all adversaries. 

The necklace or chaplet, composed of stone.s—rather like 
the wampum—is kept in Tokyo. The sword exists only in 
replica, since the original was ‘lost’ in battle in feudal liracs. 
When a new emperor accedes to the throne, his first privilege 
is to accept custody of the sword-replica, the iniiTor-rcplica, 
and the necklac e. All three, the supreme holinesscs of Japan, 
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go with him to Kyoto for the civthroneincnt; but the original 
mirror never leaves the Slirine at Isc, near Nagoya, which is 
the most hallowed place in Japan. It was put thcic by an 
emperor in the year a.d. 3. 

The Shrine of Ise, that of the Sun Goddess hcrsell', is visited 
by the Emperor on great occasions. He goes there cere¬ 
moniously to inform the Sun Goddess, to report to her as it 
were, of imposing events. He went after his lather’s death; 
both before and after his trip to Europe; after his nuuritige, 
and so on; if Japan should declare a war, he would go again. 
All cabinet ministers or other high officials must at once go to 
Ise, pray there, and notify the Sun Goddess ol their appoint¬ 
ment. This is their first duty. Some years ago a cabinet 
minister named Mori, visiting the shrine, inadvertently com¬ 
mitted the sacrilege of lifting its curtain with his wtilking stick, 
He was assassinated, and his murdci'cr exalted as a hero. 

I quote once more from the Enthronement Edition of the 
Japan Advertiser. 

'Not only is the Shrine of Ise a holy spot in the religion,s setrse, 
but it is the visible symbol of the nation’s whf)le licing. 'I'he 
Japanese attitude towards it is one of makoto, a word w'hicli can¬ 
not be accurately rendered into English. Patriotism, national¬ 
ism, Emperor worship, the attitude towards the throne, are 
words or phrases used for makoto, but each of them is v(;ry 
inexact. Loyalty, filial piety, the empha.sis on the family 
rather than on the individual, are still other attempts to put 
makoto in Englislr, Makoto embraces all of these, but no one of 
them has the exact connotation to the Japanese conscion.sucss 
that it has to the American or European. Foreign thought 
does not comprehend the reverence, loving loyalty, respectful 
kinship of the Japanese towards his Emperor, and therefore 
towards the nation, and therefore towards himself as a part of 
the nation,’ 

A few month,s ago I stood near the entrance of the great 
Meiji shrine in Tokyo. Few things can be more intcre,sting 
than to watch Japanese pray. It was a rainy afternoon, but 
ladies in kimonos, old gentlemen in frock coat.s walkctl along 
the shiningly neat grass, up the combed gravel path, and .stood 
there, briefly, in the rain. It is all done outdoors, lire devotee 
approaches, bows, then sharply claps his hands. This is to 
summon the spirit of the ancestor with whom he wishes to 
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contei’. A lew moments then o£ conversation with the ancestor 
—in a quick, urgent, audible whisper. Then another bow, 
copper pennies to.ssed acro,ss the straw mat, a final bow, and 
departure backwards. 

When I arrived in Japan I distinguished myself for na'iveti^ 
by asking what I thought was a simple question: ‘If the 
Enqjcror is himself a god, to whom docs he pray?’ 

He prays, of course, to his forbears. But inadvertently I 
had raised a complex theological point. Is the Emperor him¬ 
self actually a god? Of course he is divine, but is he ‘a’ god? 
Authorities vary. By some orthodox Japanese he is considered 
definitely to be, in his own person, ‘an actual, living Deity’.' 
Others say merely that he is to the Japanese mind ‘the supreme 
Being in the Cosmos of Japan as God is in the universe to a 
panthei.stic philosopher’. 

Shinto, the national religion, is a dilhcuk concept to define. 
Recently a government commission spent three years trying to 
do so, and then gave up. In essence it is simply worship of 
Japan—the nation itself. It exists in two forms, secular and 
theological; all Japanese patriots are believers in Shinto, but 
they may be Buddhists—or even Christians—at the same time. 
Its distinguishing mark is a combination of ancestor worship 
and patriotism; Japane,se have a common descent from the 
Sun Goddess, and they all venerate their ancestors; all may 
derivatively be said to be members of the same great family, 
with the Emperor at its head. There are eighty million gods 
in tlie Japanese I’ariiheon. Every .soldier killed in battle is 
Enshrined, revered by his descendants, and becomes, if not an 
actual god, at least a definite figure in the general religious 
structure. 

In his beautiful and indispensable book, Japan; A Short 
Cultural History, Sir George Sausom says: 

‘At the core of all Shinto ceremonial is the idea of purity, and 
at the core of all Shinto belief is the idea of fertility. , . , In its 
earliest days the religion which, much later, came to be known 
as Shinto, the Way of the Gods, seems to have been a poly¬ 
theism of a crude and exuberant type. ... To say that prixui- 
tive Japanese conceived of all natural objects as harbouring 

^ See W. H. Chamberlin’s admirable Japan Over Asia, p. 375, the best 
book on contemporary Japan. 
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a spirit, or that their religion was an animistic nature wonship, 
is to apply exact terms to things which are too vague and 
various for simple definition.’ 

The chief point to make about Shinto is its coinparulively 
recent revival as a political as well as a religious force. Like 
the temporal power of the Emperor himself, Shinto was in 
eclipse until the Meiji Restoration in i8G8. Gradually the 
architects of the Re.storarion' discovered the extreme practical 
use of such religious-patriotic symbolism. The Emixnor, as 
head of the nation, was also head of a vast single family, if 
Shinto doctrine was to be believed; thus—to put it crudely 
—Shinto could be made to serve an extremely pertinent poli¬ 
tical aim, namely, the conception of indi.ssoluble unity ol the 
people. Japanese wwship of the Emperor has existed since 
the earliest times, but it is extraordinarily significaut that tiiis 
worship has been latterly much reinforced and rc-em]ihasised. 
For instance, the Emperor Meiji was the first recent emperor 
to pray on his accession at the Ise shrine. 

When you ask an intelligent, modern-minded Japanese, a 
research student in biology for instance, or a political journalist 
who went abroad to school, if he believes the Emperor of Japtin 
to be divine, he will probably reply—if the door is sluit— 
that he does not. The official story of flic Emperor’s descent 
from the Sun Goddess is too difficult to accept. But most 
Japanese, even the minority with highly modern minds, believe 
it to be a good and valuable thing that the bulk of Japanese 
do believe in imperial sanctity. Thus even the scejnics en¬ 
courage the mythology. And they serve their purpose best by 
behaving as if they believed in the mytliology too. 

Thus we reach a cardinal point. The divinity of the 
Emperor is a political weapon of great potency in the hands 
of those who rule Japan. 

Personal Life of the Emperor 

The Emperor lives to-day in the inner, hidden halls of 
Kyujo palace in the centre of Tokyo, one of the most formid¬ 
ably picturesque buildings in the world, For centuries it 
was the fortress and castle of the Shoguns; the imperial family 

t In the next chapter I discuss this event. 
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took it over on being restored to temporal power in 1868. With 
great pictorial impact it symbolises the austere and magnifi¬ 
cent phenomenon it houses. A broad outer moat (once there 
were three separate moats), with water of iridescent green, 
reflecting the gnarled pines alongside, bounds a tremendous 
granite wall. The bulwark of this irregularly circular wall, 
some miles in length, is interrupted by forty gates, and by a 
series of commanding towers. The wall is built of very large 
square grey boulders, set against a bank of earth without mortar 
or plaster, so that it is earthquake proof. Inside the wall are 
the green lawns, the gardens, the villas, the palace, and the 
various subsidiary paraphernalia of the imperial establish¬ 
ment. Entrance, except to specially invited guests, is for¬ 
bidden. 

In summer Hirohito and his family go as a rule to Hayama, 
a watering place near Kamakura, about thirty miles from 
Tokyo. Here the Emperor swims (he is an excellent swimmer) 
and otherwise relaxes. Often he collects specimens of marine 
biology for laboratory work. His beach is, of course, private, 
but in the adjacent area other male bathers must wear tops to 
their suits, which is not obligatory elsewhere in Japan. The 
imperial family has other villas scattered through eastern 
Japan—pci haps fifty in all. The Emperor seldom visits 
them. 

Elis I'outine of work, his official occupations, are determined 
by ancient custom and are severely circumscribed. Twenty- 
one times each year there are ceremonies of xvorship to con¬ 
duct. Once a year the Emperor attends services at the 
Yasakuni shrine, where the Japanese military dead are en¬ 
shrined; once a year he attends the graduation exercises of the 
military and naval academies; he attends the opening of the 
Diet and similar ceremonies; he is consulted by the prime 
minister and the army chieftains. He receives newly accredited 
foreign ambassadors, and occasionally gives audiences to other 
clisl inguished foreigners. 

The presentation of letters of credence by a new ambassador 
is an extremely formal ceremony. The new ambassador is 
received quite alone. None of his stafl enters. Ele advance.s, 
bows three time.s, and reads his letter. The Emperor then 
reads his reply. After this there may be a few moments of 
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conversation. The Emperor .speaks throuoh an iim-rprcter, 
who must keep his eyes on the ground, and wlio uihis/;n.s. 
The new ambassador then bows again three times, and de[)arLs 
backwards. 

When the Vice-President of (he United States, Mr. (hnner, 
visited Tokyo en route to the Philippines, he told Iriemis in 
his jovial way that, when he was received by the Em[)eror, he 
was going to take an American dollar watch from his pocket, 
and say, ‘Your Majesty, here is one thing you folks can’t imi¬ 
tate and undersell!’ Elorrified, the Americans in Ja[)an told 
Mr. Garner that he must under no circumstances do lliis, since, 
if he did, the Emperor’s aides in the room would consirlcr 
that the Emperor had been insulted and would have to commit 
suicide. In any case Garner gave up the idea—after linding 
several Japanese watches that were imitation Tngersolls sell¬ 
ing for fifteen pence. 

Three times in his reign the Emperor h;ts received foreign 
journalists.’ One, however, Jules Saiicrwcin, was reeci ved not 
as a newspaper man but merely as a dislinguisliod h’rcnch 
visitor; the other two, Ward Price of the Daily Mail and Roy 
W. Howard of the Scripp.s-EIoward newspapers, got some 
moments of amiable conversation but not much news. 
American editors offer a standing |ioo bonus In any Tokyo 
correspondent who interviews the Emperor. None ever 
has. 

Twice a year, however, the Emperor gives a large garden 
party—a cherry blossom party in April and a cbry.santhemum 
party in November—to which joxrrnalists arc invited,'-among 
the 7,000 other guests. This is at variance with the traditioti 
of other royal courts, where newspaper men tire as a rule ex¬ 
cluded. The invitation contains no R.S.V.P.; it is a command. 
Guests assemble in formal afternoon dress, and the Emperor 
and Empress walk slowly through the garden from the imperial 
pavilion. Hats may be worn by gentlemen (of coitr.se they 
are doffed as the Emperor passe.s), but not overcoats, no matter 
how cold the weather. Until recently the old-style frock coat 
was de rigueur, becau.se it covered more of a person than a 
cutaway, and hence was considered to be more modc,st. 'Eire 

^ Isaac Marcossen of the Saiurdqii Evening Post also saw him, but when he 
was Grown Prince trot emperor. 
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garden parties were cancelled in 1937 and i 938 on account of 
the China war, or, as the Japanese say, ‘incident’. 

Very occasionally the Emperor gives a dinner party, for in¬ 
stance if a visitor like a British royal prince is in Tokyo. At 
a big banquet, the Emperor sits alone on a small dais, higher 
than his guests. If the party is small, his chair is at the normal 
level. The Emperor knows a little English and French, but 
he converses in Japanese through an interpreter. Guests at 
an imperial party, by universal Japanese custom, must take 
food away with them. In the olcl days they were supposed to 
carry away fruit or rice, as symbol of the Emperor’s hospitality; 
now a small box of cake is given each guest. This should be 
carefully preserved. Food, any food, is precious in Japan; 
historically it is a hungry country, and the custom deriyes from 
this. Ministers and amba,ssadors, once a year, receive small 
teacups as gifts; you can tell how long any diplomat has been 
in Tokyo by the number of these cups carefully and con¬ 
spicuously placed in his dining-room. 

The Emperor plays tennis and golf—persistent rumours 
describe a nine-hole golf course inside the palace wall, but no 
one has ever seen it—but his chief hobby is marine biology. 
(His golf score, by the way, is a zealously guarded secret.) 
Visiting biologists of distinction see him fairly regularly, 
though the visits are never officially announced. Several rooms 
of the palace serve as a laboratory and the Emperor is happiest 
when he is working with his microscope, inspecting minute 
growths and organisms, which he likes to collect himself. 
Photography is another hobby, as it is of almost all Japanese. 
Fie likes to ride occasionally, and his white stallion, Shirayuki 
(White Snow), is famous. 

He is up at six as a rule, and retires early. He neither 
drinks nor smokes. His health is stated to be good, though 
he was frail as a boy. He is, as everybody knows, shortsighted. 
One curious item is that he is said never to wear any clothes 
twice, not even underwear. The used clothing is given to 
minor officials, provincial administrators and tlte like, and 
is a precious gift. When he must leave the palace for some 
ceremony, he is driven in a maroon limousine, a colour 
reserved for the imperial family; no other maroon motor-cars 
are allowed in Japan. Extreme precautions are taken to guard 



INSIDE ASIA 


a 6 

him. Streets are shut off; every building on the route is rigidly 
inspected. 

The Emperor had several tutors as a child, one of whom, 
General Nogi, who captured Port Arthur in the Russo- 
Japanese war, committed suicide with his wile as a mark of 
devotion when the Emperor Meiji died. Idnis wluni still a 
child the Emperor was brought in contact with a striking 
Japanese tradition. A subsequent tutor was Admiral Togo, 
the greatest Japanese hero of the age. The Emperor, it is 
recorded, showed m'arked talent as a schoolboy; one of his 
early enthusiasms was dtsop, and bclore he was ten he was 
composing fables in the /Esop manner. At eleven he began 
keeping a diary, and has kept it methodically ever since. When, 
at thirteen or fourteen, he was asked what person in Japanese 
history impressed him most, he nominated the Emperor 
Karacyama, who prayed that his life be sacriliced to spare 
Japan from the Mongol invasion. Asked for his favourite 
poem, he quoted one which says: ‘The light of the .sun 
and moon withholds no favours; they shine cqutilly upon 
all.’ 

In igai, when heir apparent, he went abroad—something 
that no Japanese royal prince had done for some 2,581 years. 
When his departure was announced, one hundred I’okyo boys 
offered to commit hara-kiri jointly, if he would give up the 
trip. He went. Presumably the boys are still alive. 

Most of the existing anecdotes about the Emperor—there 
are not many—derive from this period of travel. Aboard a 
warship a pet monkey put a screw in his mouth. No one could 
make him disgorge it—until Hirohito had the bright idea of 
giving him a piece of sugar instead. In the London under¬ 
ground Hirohito, who is not allowed to touch money, had no 
ticket, and replied to the rebuke of the conductor with 
‘exemplary sang-froid’. And so on. In Gibraltar the Prince 
bet on the races. He won. ‘With rare presence of mind and 
exquisite tact,’ wrote a Japanese witness quoted by Time, 
‘His Imperial Highness took the bundle of notes, handing it 
at once to Admiral Oguri so that it might be properly dealt 
with.’ 

Earnest and conscientious—courage and tranquillity are 
adduced by Japanese as Ms other outstanding characteristics_ 
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Lhc Empc-vor continues with his studies even to-day. Lectui ers 
on various subjects, specialists in their fields, which may in¬ 
clude ait. economics, zoology, foi'cign literature, come to the 
palace at regular intervals for what are in effect regular courses 
of instruction. The names of the professors and details of 
their teaching arc a strict secret. 

Cautiously—very cautiously—attempts are being made to 
‘humanise’ the Emperor, He has never spoken on the radio, 
and lias never been photographed inspecting workers’ dwell¬ 
ings or even greeting winners at athletic meets, but gradually 
—very gradually—he is being presented to the Japanese people 
as a human as well as a divine being. For instance, statements 
were recently issued by the Imperial Household, an unprece¬ 
dented occurrence, mentioning the arduousness of His 
Majesty’s inspection of troops, his assiduous work in politics, 
ancl describing in 'warm, human, and intimate’ terms his daily 
routine and rdgime. 


Emperor as Poet 

Every New Year’s Day the poetry bureau of the Imperial 
Household announces the results of the annual poetry com¬ 
petition, ancl the winning poems are read aloud with time- 
honoured pageantry. All subjects of the Empire of Japan, 
without regard to rank or station, may submit a poem of the 
tanka variety, which means that it must consist of thirty-one 
syllables, on a given subject, every year. The Emperor and 
nrembers of the imperial family always write poems in associa¬ 
tion with the competition, though they do not take prizes, 
being hors concours] the Emperor’s poem is read first, and 
then the efforts of the ten prize winners. Normally about 
17,000 poems are submitted each year. But last year 30,000 
poems came in, partly, it was thought, because of the number 
of soldiers iii the field, who have the ear of His Majesty through 
the circumstances of this event, and by no other. 

The Emperor’s poem in 1936 was: 

‘As I 

was visiting 
the Shino Point in Kii 
-clouds were drifting far 
over the Sea.’ 
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In 1938 he wrote: 

‘Peaceful 

is morning in the shrine garden; 

World conditions it is hoped 

will also be 

peaceful.’ 

And like a subterranean hiss the word went through Japan, 
quite without other basis: the Emperor is unhappy fictause 
there is a war; the Emperor wants the soldiers to come home; 
the Emperor wants peace. 

Richer Than Creesvs? 

From one point of view, even though traditionally he never 
handles money, the Emperor of Japan is beyond doubt the 
richest individual in the world. This is because he owns 
Japan. The entire country is his. The statement may seem 
astounding, but Japanese authorities bear it out. For hist ance, 
the words of a cabinet minister named TJychara, author of 
Political Development of Japan: ‘From the Emperor every¬ 
thing emanates; in him everything .subsists; there is nothing 
on the soil of Japan existent independent of him. He is the 
sole owner of the Empire.’ 

This conception, even though acknowledged by Jtipauc.se 
law, is not strictly adhered to; much ol the forest Itincl of Jtqian 
is the actual property of the Imperial Flouse, and is ex]doited 
as such; the agricultural land—though theoretically belonging 
to the Emperor—is in pi-actice the properly of individutd laud- 
owners. In the old days the emperors allotted agricultural 
land to the feudal lords, who in turn let it to peasant occupants. 
These peasants still hold it. Japan is the country par excel¬ 
lence of small peasant landholders. There are few big farms, 
few big estates, 

The actual civil list is not abnormally high—.{,500,000 yen 
(£^70,000) per year. But of course the imperial fantily Iia.s 
its private investments. When Prince Ito went to Berlin to 
get Bismarck’s advice about the Japanese Constitution, the old 
Prussian is supposed to have said that the monarch must be 
independently rich if the monarchy is to Work on a constitu¬ 
tional pattern. The exact extent, variety, and amount of 
imperial investments are not authentically known. But good 
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auLhoritics agree that the House is the third or fourth greatest 
capital entcrpi ise in the kingdom, and owns shares in a great 
number oi private industries. 

Commonly it is said that the House owns the Imperial Hotel 
where almost all visitors to Tokyo reside. This is denied in 
Japan, however. It is also assumed that imperial investments 
are very heavy in sucli companies as the South Manchuria Rail¬ 
way, the great N.Y.K. shipping line, and so on. But no one 
in Tokyo will say a word. Late in 1938 the Emperor gave 
the Bank of Japan seventy solid gold articles, to encourage 
others To do likewise. But his advisers must have cautious 
minds financially, since it was stated that the gold, after two 
years, might be 'redeemed’. 

Imperial Family 

Hirohito is almost unique among emperors; his marriage 
was a love match. A love match, moreover, in the teeth of a 
convention established thirteen centuries ago. 

At a reception in Tokyo the youthful Crown Prince met 
Princess Nagako, eldest daughter of Prince Kuniyoshi Kuni. 
The young Princess was certainly of excellent blood; her 
mother, for instance, was a member of the Satsuma clan, one 
of the two clans that made the Meiji Restoration. But—the 
Princess Nagako was not directly a member of the great and 
distinguished Fujiwara family, which, by tradition 1,300 years 
old, was the sole family group in Japan from which empresses 
might be chosen. Nevertheless young Hirohito fell in love 
with her, and the marriage was arranged. There was very 
serious opposition among the orthodox; wounded feelings were 
salved, however, by the fact that the Princess Nagako, though 
not directly a member of one of five eligible lines of Fujiwaras, 
did have remote Fujiwara blood, which is indeed shared by 
most of the aristocracy of Japan. 

The Empress is an exceptionally pretty woman. Between 
her betrothal and marriage she made a good many public 
appearances; for instance, at such functions as art exhibitions, 
teas at the Tokyo Woman’s Club, and so on. In those days she 
usually wore native-style kimono; since the enthronement she 
appears almost always in western dress. But her public appear¬ 
ances nowadays are very rare. The Empress was born in 1903, 
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and thub ib two ycarb youiigor lliaii Ills Majesty. She; is an 
accomplished musician. Following the Ru.sso-Japancsc border 
incident in 1938 she wrote a poem, and presented it with a 
box of candy to the families of each of the Japanese dt'ad. 

Six children have been born to the throne. Tlie lirst three, 
one of tvhoni died, were daughters. Vast [>lca.surc surged 
through Japan with the birth of a boy, the Crown Prince 
Tsugu, on December 23,1933. Since then another boy. Prince 
Yoshi, has been born. The eldest daughter, Priticess Tcru, 
now thirteen, is a student at the Peeresses’ School, a long- 
legged youngster who is seen occasionally in middy uniform. 
Recently—enormous concession—she was permitted to take a 
tram-car ride alone. (But no one else was allowed in the 
tram-car!) 

The Crown Prince has his own hoxisehold. By ancient 
custom he left the palace of the Emperor and Empress tit the 
age of three, and moved into his own establishment, which is 
in the grounds of another Tokyo I'oyal rcsidcticc, (Iic'Omiya 
‘detached’ palace. He visits his parents constantly, hut doers 
not live with them. He is to enter the kindergarten of the; 
Peers’ School next year. 

A very remarkable member of the imi)erial family Is the 
Empress Dowager Sadako, widow of the Emperor Taisho and 
mother of Hirohito. It was she, by common consent, wlio 
supported her son when he insisted on marrying the lady of 
his choice; it was she who fought off the great court nobles, like 
Prince Yamagata, who bitterly opposed the marriage. The 
Empress Dowager, an accomplished old lady with keen poli¬ 
tical sense, is still a power, though she is no longer conspicuous 
publicly. She has received few foreigners since 1 uisho died. 
It is in her palace that the present Crown Prince live.s, thongli 
technically the boy has an independent liouse.^ 

The Emperor’s first brother, H.I.H. Prince Chichibu, a 
lively personage, is fond of sports and travel, democratic by 

»The Empress Dowager was a member of tlie Kujo line and n proper 
Fujiwara. By Fujiwara tradition she, like other Kujo princesses, was lakcu 
from her parents at tlie age of seven days, and put in charge for five years of 
peasant farmers near Tokyo, who treated her exactly as one of their own 
children. She was carried on the back of the peasant foster-mother, who 
worked in the rice fields. 
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instinct, informal, and very popular with the army. His wife. 
Princess Setsuko, was daughter of Tsuneo Matsudaira, then 
Japanese Ambassador to Washington and now Minister of the 
Imperial Household. Matsudaii’a is a commoner, though a 
member of one of the greatest families of Japan; the daughter, 
before her marriage, was adopted by a titled cousin in the 
same family in order to give her a fitting rank. The Chichibus 
have no children; it would, of course, have been considered 
unfortunate if the brother had had a son belore the Emperor. 
Prince Chichibu visited Europe in 1937, ^ guest of 

Adolf Hitler at the Nuremberg party congress—a perhaps sig¬ 
nificant development. Recently it was announced that he 
returned from the southern front in China ‘well-tanned’. 
Others there got a tanning of a different kind. 

Two younger brothers of the Emperor, Prince Takamatsu, 
born in 1905, and Prince Mikasa, born in 1915, have so far 
been inconspicuous. Prince Takamatsu was married in 1930, 
into the family of the last Shoguns, but like Chichibu has no 
children. Prince Mikasa became a sub-lieutenant of cavalry 
in 1938. The titular chiefs of both army and navy are imperial 
princes; it was considered a striking innovation when both 
received their appointments in 1932. They have ranks equi¬ 
valent to Field Marshals, though their duties are largely titular. 
Prince Haruhito Kanin, the chief of the army general staff, 
was the sixteenth son of old Prince Kunii Fushimi, and is an 
uncle of the Empress. I-Ie was educated in France, and has 
strong French leanings. The chief of the navy general staff, 
Prince Hiroyasu Fushimi, born in 1875, comes of a family 
founded by the ninety-third emperor, and is a distant cousin 
of the ruler, 

The Imperial Flousehold maintains a large secretarial staff; 
in fact 5,000 employees work in the palace, and eleven pages 
of the official handbook are necc,ssary to name the chief officials, 
whereas the Foreign Office fills only ten. One group of func¬ 
tionaries is in charge of the imperial foi'ests, another of the 
orchestra which plays old court music. There are 121 imperial 
mausoleums in Japan, all of which have keepers; the tomb of 
one emperor, incidentally, ha.s never been found. Another 
odd point is that whereas Hirohito is one hundred and twenty- 
fourth emperor, his father Taisho was officially the one 
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hundred and twenLy-second. The explanation is that, in 1 
it was decided to include in the imperial line an obscure 
emperor of the fourteenth century who abdicated after a brief 
reign. 

If one asks if the present Emperor, despite the comprehen¬ 
siveness of his establishment and the great number of his 
imperial relations, has any really close and intimate friends, 
the answer is No. 

‘L’Etat, Cest MoU’ 

By terms of the Japanese Constitution promulgated in 1889, 
the Emperor has legal powers far exceeding rliose of a normal 
‘constitutional’ monarch. He has (like most heads of stat e.s) su¬ 
preme command of army and navy and is empowered to declare 
war and make peace; but also he may ‘determine the organisa¬ 
tion and peace standing of the army and navy’, he may convoke 
or prorogue the parliament, he may iivitiatc and veto legisla¬ 
tion, and in time of crisis he may suspend the Constitution. 

But the point is also severely established in Japtin that the 
Emperor is outside politics. He may not, by the rule of 
unchallengeable precedent, participate actively in political 
affairs. When, for instance, the military coup d’dlnl in Febru¬ 
ary 1936, threatened the existence of the state, many peojile 
thought that the Emperor should step in; had he faced the 
mutineers on his white horse, they might have instantly dis¬ 
persed. But he did not do so. His advisers presumably pre¬ 
vailed upon him not to do so. Even at such a moment, it was 
inconceivable that he himself should do something. 

Thus a paradox. Japan is ruled, not ‘by’ the Emperor, but 
in the name of the Emperor. The Emperor is a mtm, as we 
have seen; he is a god, as we have seen; he is a symbol, as wc 
have seen; he is an embodiment, a projection, of a conglomerate 
mass of theories and traditions and inEuenees; but is not a 
dictator. He is no Peter the Great, no Stalin, no Cromwell, no 
Mussolini. 

As Fortune says, the object of political struggle in Japan is 
‘control of the means of access to the Imperial Person’. In 
blunter terms, ‘Since the year 536 the sole political que.stion 
of any realistic significance in Japan has been the question, 
“Who is using the Emperor now?” ’ The Constitution would 



33 


THE EMPEROR OF JAPAN 

make it easy for any strong and ambitious emperor to become 
a legal dictator; but it hasn’t happened yet. The Emperor 
is the state; but other people run it in his name. 

Who Are ‘They’? 

I had not been in Japan twenty minutes before I heard a 
strange use of the word ‘they’. ‘They’, I was told, had decided 
thus-and-so; ‘they’ had determined to fight the war to a finish. 
‘They’ had suggested I'ecent changes in policy; '(hey’ had de¬ 
cided that the country should do this and not that. ‘They’ had 
arranged the appointment of Prince Konoye, head of the Fuji- 
wara family, as prime minister; ‘they’ were reasonably well 
satisfied with him. 

A recent premier. General Hayashi, went to the palace to 
obtain the seal of His Imperial Majesty on a routine matter. 
He came back to tell his cabinet that the cabinet, including 
himself, was out. ‘They’ had been to Flirohito. 

Who are ‘they’? 

This is the most difficult question in Japan. Beside it 
comparatively stiff questions like, for instance, how Fascist 
Japan is, are simple. No one knows precisely who ‘they’ are, 
because ‘they’ themselves do not precisely know. The ruling 
clique is fluid and clastic; yet its policy retains a constant 
• quality. ‘They’ may be unknown, but what they do is pre¬ 
dictable, like a ball rolling slightly from side to side, but 
returning always to equilibrium. ‘They’ arc, in a rough sense, 
like the College of Cardinals—if Cardinal'S changed more 
often. 

The Japanese have, of course, an almost fiercely perverse 
love of indirect government. From 1185 to 1868 the country 
was ruled by mostly hereditary Shoguns (tyrants or dictators) 
behmd the hereditary emperor. This passion for indirection 
reached excessive and acute forms. Sir George Sansom, for 
instance, writes of a period in the thirteenth century; ‘We 
have thus the astonishing spectacle of a state at the head of 
which stands a titular emperor whose vestigial functions are 
usurped by an abdicated emperor, and whose real power is 
nominally delegated to an hereditary military dictator but 
actttally wielded by an hereditary adviser of that dictator.’ 

As everyone knows, the dominating factor of the ‘they’ of 

c 
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contemporary japan is the Japanese army. 'Tliis remarkable 
and indeed unique army I shall covrsidcr in Chapter III. 

But it is not correct to assume that the Jajiaiicsc army even 
now inOuences the Emperor exclusively. The army is over¬ 
whelmingly the most important single factor. But it is not 
the only factor. 

Clo-se to the Emperor theie is—still—a group of civilian 
officials and advisers, who, it goes without .saying, often ,sec 
eye to eye with the army, so that no conflict between them 
need arise, but who are still a check on unmil igatedly ex¬ 
clusive army domination of policy. I’licy arc, iir a sense, 
‘referees’ between the Throne, the army, and the pcoidc. 

Let us briefly deal with this palace group, of whom two men 
at least are of exceptional importance. 

The Palace Group 

The veteran elder statesman, the last of the Cenro (jiro- 
nouncecl with a hard ‘g’), Prince Kimmochi Saionji, conies 
first. This old gentleman—he was born in iS.j9—became a 
chamberlain of the pre-restoration empcior at the age of six; 
in 1868 he fought to oust the Shoguns, wearing green arrnonr 
and carrying a crimson banner; he has been three limes prime 
minister; he spent ten years in France, and knew and iulmired 
Gambetta; he is a profound liberal and democrat, at least by 
Japanese definition; he was ambassador to several Eurojican 
countries, and signed the Versailles Treaty; live times he has 
escaped assassination. 

The span of Saionji’s long career is peculiarly remarkable 
in that, as Hugh Byas says, ‘it telescopes the feudal ag'c and 
the twentieth century in one lifetime'. One of .Saionji’s 
earliest public acts was to advocate the training of troops with 
guns instead of hows and arrows! 

Once a well-known foreign journalist arrived in Tokyo and 
asked if he might see three persons; the Emperor, the Emperor 
of Manchukuo, and Prince Saionji. The foreign office .spokes¬ 
man listened politely, and said that of the three the hardest 
to see would be Saionji. 

The Genro was the original council of elder slaicsmcn who 
helped make the Restoration and who thereafter became an 
unofficial advisory council to the Emperor. The group is not 
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mentioned in the Constitution, and has no legal status; it 
was a sort of super-shadow cabinet, with the privilege of 
recommending the choice of prime minister. As members 
died, successors were not appointed. The army wanted the 
Genro to die out. In the original Genro were the great 
chieftains and Japan-makers Prince Ito, Prince Inouye, Prince 
Yamagata, Prince Matsukata. Saionji was the last man to be 
taken in, and is the only survivor. 

At eighty-nine Prince Saionji is too old to take active part 
in politics. He is sound in health, and lives in a simple cottage 
in Okitsu, a fisherman’s village; but he has not been to Tokyo 
for some years. He is consulted still—^for instance, he approved 
the appointment of Konoye as prime minister in 1937—but 
he no longer is in a position to influence affairs directly. Like 
many Japanese statesmen of the last generation, he knows 
French perfectly and got most of his political ideas from France. 
Once he said; ‘Nothing is worth learning unless it can be 
learned in Paris.’ (Asia, May 1936.) A few years ago he began 
to read Karl Marx’s Capital in a French translation. 

Another Elder Statesman, not quite so historic a figure as 
Prince Saionji, but who has more contemporary influence, is 
Count Nobuski Makino, born in 1861 of noble blood (his father 
was leader of the Satsuma clan), who as Imperial Flousehold 
Minister for some years gained a very close knowledge of the 
workings of the palace, and where his influence was profound. 
Makino and Saionji in effect ‘ruled’ Japan during the illness 
of the Emperor Taisho and the first period of Hirohito’s 
regency, 

Makino is a liberal. The atmy hates him. There have 
been several attempts on his life, and like Saionji, he barely 
escaped assassination in the army Putsch of 1936. Until he 
joined the Household—he has also been Lord Keeper of the 
Privy Seal—Makino was a civil servant, provincial governor, 
and diplomat. He would have been a member of the Genro, 
if ‘they’ had decided that the Genro should survive. He has 
been called the Elihu Root of Japan. When Saionji has any¬ 
thing to say these days, he says it ‘through’ Makino. 

1 have mentioned the adcliction of Japanese to the process 
of adoption. Both Saionji and Makino were adopted into the 
great families which they head. According to Miss Utley 
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{Japayi’s Feet of Clay, p. 2G5) Saionji belongs to an illustrious 
group, the Kuge line, which was traditionally pledged to celi¬ 
bacy, and always adopted its heirs. Count Makino was like¬ 
wise adopted; his brother is Count Okubo, head oC one o! the 
greatest Japanese banks, the Yokohama S(iec'ie Btink. 

Tsuneo Matsudaira, at present the Imperial Household 
Minister, and the father-in-law of Prince Chicdiibn, is anoilier 
key man, and he holds a key position. He has liccu anilia.s- 
sador both to Washington ancl London. He is tall, stoutish, 
and rather Chinese in appearance. A son of one of the old 
Shogunate families (the wives of Shoguns were taken from five 
special families, exactly like the empresses, but the families 
were different), he chose as a youth to remain a commoner, 
and he is a commoner still. Matsudaira was born in 'Tokyo in 
1877, and went to the Tokyo Imperial University. His career 
as a diplomat was distinguished. He is a good golfer. He has 
always called himself a liberal, and is supposed to be the chief 
present liberal influence at the palace. 

Count Kurahei Yuasa, born in 1874, the Lord Keeper of 
the Privy Seal, is supposed to be closer to ibe Kmperor at 
present than any man in Japan. No one knows him well. No 
one knows with great certainty what he stands for. Yua.sa was 
born a commoner, went to the Imperial University in Tokyo, 
and entered the civil service. For a long time he served in the 
Horae Office, and he was president of the Metropolitan Police 
Board in Tokyo at the time of the 1933 earthquake. In 1934 
came an attempt to assassinate the Emperor; Yuasa, though of 
course he had no personal responsibility, had to resign his 
post. He was later civil governor of Korea, head of the Im¬ 
perial Bureau of Audits, and finally Lord Privy Seal. His 
chief duty i.s to be day-to-day political adviser to the Emperor. 

^ Finally, there is Baron Kiichiro Hiraniima, the former pre¬ 
sident of the Privy Council, who reprc.sents a somewhat dilTer- 
pt point of view. Baron Hiranuma, the son of a knight, born 
in 1867, a law student, judge, minister of justice, and pre.sT 
dent of the supreme court before he reached his prc.seut post, 
is an extreme nationalist. For some years he wa.s head of the 
Kokuhon-Sha, one of the most powerful chauvinist organisa¬ 
tions. Baron Hiranuma is the reactionary among the inti¬ 
mate palace advisers, and is a close friend of the army gt'oup. 
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Openly he has been called a Fascist. He became prime 
minister early in 1939. 

Imperial Headquarters 

In January 1938, when the Chinese refused to sue for peace 
even though Nanking had fallen, the Emperor summoned the 
lirst Imperial Conference that had been held in Japan since 
1914, and ihe lifth in all Japanese history. At this conference 
decision was taken to ‘withdraw’ recognition from Chiang 
Kai-shek, presumably because he was not gentleman enough 
to call oil the war. 

At about the same time an institution known as ‘Imperial 
Headejuarters' was sec up as a permanent advisory council to 
the Emperor during this periocl of crisis. The last time such 
an ‘Imperial FIcadquarters’ existed was during the Russo- 
Japanese war early in the century. It may be said to be the 
ultimate crystallisation of the ‘they’ who rule Japan. Every 
really important decision nowadays comes from this small 
group. 

Obviously the key military and naval authorities are in¬ 
cluded in ‘Imperial Headquarters’, and doubtless the most 
important civilian ministers and court oflicials. The point is 
significant that no one, even now, knows specifically who all 
the members are. But what they do is what is important. 
And we know what they do—too well. 



CHAPTER II 


FIRST COURSE IN JAPANESE 

‘Nations have their black or their white periods as well as their black or 
white individuals and groups.’ 

—II. VjtKE Redman. 

T he word like so many lhing.s Juj)auc,sc, comes 

from China. Literally the Chinc.se idcooiaphs (fj 
for Japan mean ‘sun-origin’; the Chinese pronounce ihc word 
as jihpen, the Japanese as Nihon, from which comes Nippon. 
The Japanese add a suffix (kuo meaning ‘country’ or ‘land’) 
and call Japan the ‘land of rising sun'. This name is ob¬ 
viously of great emotional significance. But the Japanese 
have other names too for their puzzling country. One is 
Yamato, which is the aboriginal mime, pre-dating Chinese 
influence. Some names are exceedingly flowery; for in¬ 
stance, Toyo - ashi - wara - no - chi - aki - no - naga - i - ho - 
aki - no - mizuhono - kuni, which means ‘I.and of Luxuriant 
Reed Plains, Land of Fresh Rice Ears, of ti I’houstnid 
Autumns, of Long Five Hundred Autumns’.’ The rising 
sun, in this connection, seems to connote anitimnal shortening 
of the days. 

What is Japan? The answer exists in several spheres. 
Japan is an archipelago of 4,072 volcanic islands, extraordi¬ 
narily susceptible to seismic disturbances; for instance, no 
fewer than 600 earthquake shocks—all minor of course—were 
recorded in the single month of December 1938. japan is a 
country containing 72,000,000 crowded people; the birth-rate 
gi .63, is the highest in the world, and the population increases 
by 1,000,000 every year. Japan is an empire with consider¬ 
able continental territory in Korea, Manchukuo, Mongolia, 
and China, a territory which it aspires to augment. Japan is 

1 See Things Japanese, by Basil Hall Chamberlain, a remarkable book 
first issued half a century ago, and still very up-to-date. 
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a contemporary political force of great magnitude, a force 
which derives strength from an ideal of divine, imperial des¬ 
tiny. And Japan is many other things. 

We must attempt to concentrate something of Japanese 
historical background in a paragraph or two. Nothing au¬ 
thentic is knoTvn about Japan before roughly the third cen¬ 
tury A.D., when the name first appears in Chinese records. 
The Japanese did not come out of barbarism till perhaps the 
fifth centui-y. Some Japanese aborigines, the Hairy Ainus, 
still exist in remote outer island,s—tribute to Japanese adhe¬ 
siveness. The issue is disputed by scholars, but the original 
Japanese appear to have been largely of Mongol stock, with 
strong Pacific and Malayan admixtures. The first Japanese 
were a combination of Asiatic mainland and oceanic peoples; 
Japanese policy to this day reflects this double push; Japan is 
possessed by a double atavism, desire to expand on the Asiatic 
continent, and to expand in the Pacific. 

In the sixth century A.n. came the Chinese. Invasion by 
China was basically a cultural phenomenon, not military. 
(But already the Japanese had shown a certain tendency to 
militant expansionism; the Empress Jingo attacked Korea in 
A.D. 200.) The Chinese transformed the life of Japan. They 
brought the first enticing whisper to Japan of what we call 
civilisation. They brougjit, first of all, a written language, an 
alphabet—^which ihe Japanese still use. They brought reli¬ 
gion to Japan in the form of Buddhism, which still survives 
strongly; rhost Japanese to-day are Buddhists, though they 
may be devotees of Shinto too. China gave to Japan—I quote 
from an impressive list drawn up by Dr. Lin Yu-tang—the 
following: 


Pottery 

Silk 

Printing and Writing 
Paper windows 
Firecrackers 
Tang poetry 

Flowers and rock gardens 


Painting 

Lacquer 

Copper coins 

Lanterns 

Confucianism 

Tea drinking 

Several national holidays 


The tremendous debt in culture and religion, in art and 
handicrafts, in language and philosophy, which Japan indis¬ 
putably owes to China, is almost certainly a dominant 
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psychological reason for the discord bcLwcen the two countiics 
to-day. The Japanese resent violently their obligation to the 
Chinese. They arc jealous of superior Chinese c ultuie. 'They 
despise China partly because their debt is so big. Their wars 
against China are the expression of a subconscious desire to 
prove to the Chinese that, de.spife the fact that they owe them 
so much, they arc better men. 

Until the sixteenth century Japanese history is a confused 
and gloomy business—as, for that matter, is mncli European 
history of the same period. The record is largely an ataount 
of the growth ol great feudal families and the implacable tpiar- 
rels between them. Civil war was virtually continuous, ddic 
Emperor became a puppet, with merely noiuin.d authority, 
and from a.d. 1185 power resided with the Shoguns (Itleially 
‘generals’) who ruled on a hereditary basis. Their power was 
that of the sword, plus the wealth they drew out of tint land. 
Under the Shogun were various competing fctulal lotds, 
known as the ‘Daimyo’; their retainers, knights—the imm who 
did the actual fighting-—-were called ‘Samurai’ (lilendly ‘one 
who serves’). A complicated chivalric code developed, known 
as ‘Bushido’ (the way of the warrior) which held the Samurai 
to certain rules, and emphasised such virtues as obedience, 
conformity, loyalty. The Samurai could at sight cut off the 
heads of peasants or commoners who showed them disrespect. 
The ingrained tradition in Japan that privileged individutils 
may inflict capital punishment on offenders, with virtual im¬ 
punity, has its consequences in modern Japanese history, as 
we shall see. 

In 1545 came the first impingement of the West, when 
some Portuguese ships were wrecked in Japanese waters, and 
westerners began to come in, especially traders and mission¬ 
aries. Firearms and Christianity came to Japan in the same 
year.^ St. Francis Xavier, a Spanish missionary, started to pro¬ 
selytise. Some Japanese turned Christian, but others resented 
invasion by a western faith, and bitter religious rivalry led 
to bloodshed.^ The Japanese ruling lords noted with apjtre- 
hension the tide of conquest that followed religious impene- 
tratiou; they saw the Philippines subjugated by Spain. Then 
missionaries of various Christian sects began in Japan to 
quan-el among themselves. The Japanese decided suddenly 
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that the woild ol; the West was a nuisance. They decided to 
get rid o£ it bag and baggage. So in 1637 came the amazing 
scries ot edicts that ejected all loreignei'S from Japan/ and 
hernietically sealed it iiom any hint of intercourse with the 
western world for gi6 years. No Japanese was permitted to 
leave the counti'y; no foreigner was allowed to enter it; the 
penalty for building a ship that might reach a neighbouring 
shore was death. 

But in 1853 came an American naval ofheer, Commodore 
Perry, knocking on the sealed door. His original mission was 
to ask better treatment of American sailors shipwrecked on 
Japane.se islands; behind it was desire for trade. Perry’s 
orders forbade him to use force, but the tottering Shogun of the 
day capitulated. The British presently followed the United 
States in demanding entry for its citizens. In 1863 an allied 
fleet bombed Japanese coastal towns—ostensibly because some 
pioneer westerners had been murdered—and Japan was com¬ 
pelled to open itself up. So, somewhat annoyed, Japan re¬ 
joined the world, and entered the sphere of western politics. 
Soon Japan learned to attack the West with its own imperialist 
medicine. 

Ruling Japan at the time was the debilitated Tokugawa 
Shogunate. It had been in power since 1598. It was corrupt 
and decadent. The blast of air forced into Japan from the 
west blew it apart. It collapsed, because obviously it was in 
no position to meet its new historical responsibilities. Two 
great families or clans, the Satsumas and Choshus, which had 
long been rivals of the Tokugawas, cotnbined to establish a 
new order. They needed a symbol, a figurehead, and they 
chose a good one—the neglected and almost forgotten em¬ 
peror. They abolished the Shogunate, and resurrected the 
emperor as the supreme embodiipent of power. Conve¬ 
niently, a new emperor had just acceded to the throne, and 
he was a boy, Mutsuhito; in 1868 he was I'einstated to authority 
and signed a Charter Oath. This event—Mutsuhito became 
known as Meiji—was the great ‘Meiji Restoration’, a cardinal 
event in history. 

Now the Japanese leapt forward with almost inconceivable 

1 Except an infinitesimal colony of Dutch—Protestant—-traders marooned 
on an island near Nagasaki, 
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rapidity, efficiency, and success. Tlie West had forced open 
their secret doors; the Japanese set out—in revenge?—to beat 
the West. A case might be made out for Japan as a Pandora’s 
box. Before the Restoration, the country was a medieval wil- 
derness, ten years after, it was fast becoming a modern .state. 
‘Never in all history,’ says H. G. Wells, ‘did a nation make 
such a .stride as Japan then did. . . . She completely di.sjielled 
the persuasion that Asia was in some irrevocable way hope¬ 
lessly behind Europe. She made all European progress seem 
sluggish and tentative by comparison.’ Japan skipped cen¬ 
turies of tri.il and error by Europe; she jumped lull dressed, 
full-grown, from feudal times to the modern mechanism of 
industrial civilisation. 

This unprecedented overgrowth, this climbing leap from 
national childhood to maturity without the imervening ex¬ 
perience of adolescence, is the root cause of most of Japan’s 
difficulties to-day. The .shock of p.sychological adjiislmenl to 
sudden maturity with no preparatory pangs and disorders of 
puberty has been profoundly disturbing. Japan has never 
been sweet sixteen. 

Japanese and Chinese 

1 have said that Japan took a great deal from China: but it 
would be an error to assume that nowadays the Japanese and 
Chinese much resemble one another. Wo are aj)t to think 
that the two peoples are intimately alike; in reality a Chinese 
differs from a Japanese at least as much as an Englishman dif¬ 
fers fi'om a Russian. Chinese and Japanese di.slike each other, 
and are conscious of their differentiation; intermarriage be¬ 
tween Chinese and Japanese is extremely rare, almo.st as rare 
as intermarriage between a white American and a Negro. 

Both Chinese and Japanese are Asiatics; both have ‘yellow¬ 
ish skins, Mongol origins, great regard for the family .sy.stem, 
a sense of frugality, and veneration for their ancestors. They 
share some aspects of the same religions, and the Japanese use 
the Chinese alphabet. A Japanese can often read simple 
Chinese, but a Chinese cannot as a rule read Japatic.se. Both 
Chinese and Japanese like to take their children to the theatre 
and spend the day there; both eat large amountvS of rice with 
chopsticks (but the chopsticks are shaped differently); both 
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like the company of their own kind; but at these points tlie 
resemblance begins to taper off. 

Most Japanese are short and squat; some Chinese are six 
feet tall or bigger. Many Japanese have thick pouting lips 
(the legend is that Japanese mothers, to economise on milk, 
suckle their children so long that their teeth are malformed) 
and thick ankles and short legs caused by years of squatting 
on straw mats, without furniture; most Chinese lack these 
stigmata. Japanese suck in breath sharply when they talk to 
superiors and foreigners, a kind of liLss, which is intended to 
demonstrate respect; Chinese do not. 

The Japanese love to drink, and get drunk easily, especially 
on beer; many Chinese love to drink, but have good heads and 
stomachs. Japanese wear ‘digitated’ socks, in order to give 
space for a strap next to the big toe; Chinese do not. The 
Japanese love colour in clothes; Chinese clothes, on the whole, 
are drab. The Japanese are very good at sports, like baseball 
and tennis; the Chinese think that exercise is nonsense. Chin¬ 
ese often westernise their names; Japanese never do. Chinese 
use Pidgin English; Japanese don’t. The Japanese buy goods 
ninety per cent made in Japan; Chinese buy goods ninety per 
cent made outside China. The Japanese love Chinese food; 
Chinese are horrified at Japanese food, though it is beautiful 
to look at. The Japanese do not mean much when they smile; 
the Chinese smile because they are friendly folk, who enjoy 
laughter. I was told on arrival in Japan never to smile at a 
Japanese sentry or soldier; the friendly gesture will be mis¬ 
construed as a sneer. But you can buy any Chinese sentry 
with a smile. 

The Japanese are more stubborn than the Chinese, and less 
logical. The Chinese are infinitely less efficient than the 
Japanese, and more disillusioned. In China your visiting 
card is more important than your passport; in Japan your 
passport is considerably more important than your visiting 
card. The Japanese possess those virtues which a cynic might 
consider rather dull, industriousness and an exaggerated ten¬ 
dency to hygiene, for instance. The Chinese on the other 
hand have all the charming vices. They love to flirt, to waste 
time in amiable conversation, to meditate, to gamble. The 
Japanese never smoke opium. But they make money selling 
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it to fhe Chinese. The Japanese are men in armour, carrying 
a machine-gun; the Chinese are men in undershirts, wonder¬ 
ing when it is going to rain. 11 you ask a Japanese to choose 
between spending the rest ol his life on an island with either 
a Chinese or an Englishman, he will pick the Chinese, who 
would presumably become his slave; the Chine.se, coni routed 
with a similar choice, would almost certainly pick the Eng¬ 
lishman, who he assumes might be educated to become his 
equal. The Japanese are fanatics. The Chinese are almost 
indescribably reasonable. 

It would be hard to tell whether the Japanese despise (he 
Chine.se more than the Chinese despise the yajianese. "I'hc 
Japanese call the Chinese contemptuously the ‘half-dead’ uicu. 
I have heard a Japanese dismiss the entire 450,000,000 [)Cople 
of China with a disgusted wave of his hand on the ground that 
all have venereal disease! The Chinese do not waste time in 
argument. They simply describe the Japanese as ‘dwavl' 
thieves’, or sometimes ‘monkey thieves’. In her oflicial com¬ 
munications, the Chinese Empress Dowager (circa 1900) called 
the Japanese the ‘Island Monkey People'. I'his is in lino 
with the old legend (apocryphal) with which Chinese regale 
themselves as to the origin of the Japanese people, It is 
that the Emperor Shih Huang Ti in the third century n.c., 
the greatest emperor in Chinese history, sent a shipload of 
beautiful youths and maidens to Japan to (ind an elixir of 
youth, since Japan, the source of the sun, might reasonably 
provide it. But the shipload never came back. The youths 
and maidens intermarried with monkeys to found the 
Japanese race. 

A Chinese proverb says: ‘A rat which gnaws at a tiger’s tail 
invites destruction.’ The rat is presumably Japan. 

Things Japanese quotes a remarkable letter from a young 
Japanese expressing his attitude to China; 

‘Here is an old man whose body Is very large; he is about 
four thousand years of age and China is his name. His auto¬ 
biography tells me that he was born in early times in Eastern 
Asia. He was a simple baby smiling with amiable face, and 
as a young man he progressed hopefully. When he was full 
grown he accomplished many bright acts; he married a sweet 
lady who conceived the beautiful children of the arts and 
sciences. But by and by he became old, lame, blind and 
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decicpit. 1 must feel sorry for the sad fate of an old teacher 
and neighbour of mine.’ 

This sentiment is to some extent echoed by a recent state¬ 
ment by Yosuke Matsuoka, president of the South Manchuria 
Railway. 

‘China and Japan arc two brothers who have inherited a great 
mansion called East Asia. . , . The ne’erdowcll elder brother 
turned into a dope fiend and a rogue, but the younger, lean, 
rugged, ambitious, dreams of bringing back past glories to the 
old House. The younger brother, Japan, sold newspapers on 
the streets to support the family. The elder brother flim- 
fiammed the younger out of his meagre savings, sold him out to 
a common enemy. So the younger brother, in a towering 
rage, is beating up the elder, trying to beat him into some sense of 
shame.’ 

When, according to Sansom, the Japanese in a.d. 607 sent 
their first envoy to the Chinese court, the opening phrase of 
the letter of credential was ‘The Emperor of the Sunrise 
country writes to the Emperor of the Sunset country’. Which 
the Japanese will say is an exceedingly prescient remark to 
have been made 1,332 years ago. And indeed it has a discon¬ 
certingly contemporary sound. 

Traits and Characteristics 

The Japanese are a prickly and difficult people. Japanese 
character is full of paradox. One can mention any number 
of startling juxtapositions. Generalisations about national 
character are always risky, but one may at least attempt to out¬ 
line a few distinctive Japanese traits. 

I have mentioned several of the good qualities of the 
Japanese, and there are many others. Take patriotism, for 
instance. Japanese patriotism is to a certain extent a function 
of Shinto, which teaches that the country is a single family, 
a unit. Take Japanese efficiency and industry, which are enor¬ 
mous. One need only point out the manner in which Tokyo 
and Yokohama were rebuilt after the great earthquake. 
Japanese sense of detail includes the smallest items; for in¬ 
stance, soldiers in China are given printed postcards to send 
home, which say simply: T am well. The war is splendid. I 
will be home soon.’ The soldier needs merely to write the 
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address and sign his name. Again, ihc Japanese have an al¬ 
most unique sense of national discipline, an inheritance I'lom 
the Samurai tradition, which emphasised conformity and soli¬ 
darity; to a great extent they are creatures of convention. 
Most of them never dream of disobeying rules, no police are 
ever necessary to keep Japanese in line. Hugh Byas tells a 
wonderful little story of the death of a former Empress, who 
died suddenly in a country villa. But the rule was that all 
empresses should die in Tokyo. So her body, fully and im¬ 
perially dressed, was inserted dutifully in a special railway 
carriage and moved to the Tokyo palace. Then the corpse was 
put to bed and the death was announced in the proper manner. 

The Japanese cannot endure demonstrations of lack ol dis¬ 
cipline. A whole essay on Japan might be written from the 
fact that in Japan the him Mutiny on the Bounty was called 
Heroes of the South Seas —and was only shown after drastic 
cuts. 

Another essay might be written on Japanese inveulivenc.ss 
and ingeniousness, which are considerable. Tht; Japanese are 
not only good mimics, as is notorious; they have a very direct 
and original practicality. For instance, they solved the street 
cleaning problem in Mukden—where the ricLshas arc drawn 
by horses—by the simple expedient of putting a .small pail 
under the tail of every horse in town. To watch the pails 
dancing down the street is an entrancing experience. 

Many Japanese lack grace; many seem to lack poise, charm, 
tolerance, and a sense of humour—all of which arc notable 
Chinese characteristics. 

But it is impossible to deny the Japanese stoicism and 
courage. The episode of the three ‘human bombs’ is i'amiliar; 
three Japanese privates blew themselves up deliberately in 
order to make a passage through Chinese barbed wire. I have 
seen Japanese troops entrain for the front, while at the .same 
station a second train was unloading a cargo of little white 
boxes—the ashes of soldiers killed. Women saying good-bye 
to their husbands and sons betrayed small apprehension or 
emotion. No one wept. 

Sansom has written; 'In the history of Japanese thought 
little part is played by the personal sense of sin, which in 
western man has engineered puritanical complexes and driven 
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him Lo extremes oL’ i cstless inquiry and despair. The Japanese 
have caied linlc for ab.slract ideas of Good and Evil, but they 
have always been concerned with problems of behaviour, as 
questions of a man’s duty not ,so much to himself as to the 
society of which he is a member.’ 

The question of Japanese puritanism is indeed complex. 
The visitor to Tokyo may be impressed by the night club sign, 
WINE, WOMEN, SONG AND WHATNOT; but he will 
also be impressed by the fact that dancing is not permitted in 
hotels frequented by foreigners, that beerhalls close at mid¬ 
night, that no alcohol is allowed in dance halls, that gambling 
—even shaking dice for driuk.s—is forbidden. There is a law, 
the ‘anti-necking’ law, which makes it obligatory to light up 
the inside of taxis and closed automobiles after 9 p.m. Japan¬ 
ese puritanism seems insane and monstrous. Yet Japanese 
brothels are the most extensive in the world; thousands upon 
thousands of young girls—even children-—are sold into pros¬ 
titution by their parents every year; and the kind of profes¬ 
sional hostess known as the Geisha is a distinctive feature of 
Japanese life. There is little odium attached to prostitution 
in Japan. If she is lucky, a prostitute may eventually save 
enough money for a dowry,’in which case she will return to 
her village and marry. Japanese prostitutes, like workers in 
a Russian factory, have their ‘culture corner’, and take lessons 
in ethics once a week. Alcohol, gambling, and music are for¬ 
bidden in Japanese brothels; they may detract from the effi¬ 
ciency of the performance. Prostitution is simply a business 
—a serious business—from which the government derives 
revenue. 

An American photographer in Tokyo, searching for mate¬ 
rial for a documentary film, confessed to a Japanese friend 
that he could get nothing to photograph of the lighter side of 
Japanese life. He asked what on earth he could use as picture 
material to illustrate, for instance, what the Japanese did on 
Saturday nights at home. The Japanese friend replied: ‘I 
should advise you to consult our vital statistics.’ 

Another Japanese paradox has to do with the national trait 
of sensitiveness. The Japanese are incredibly touchy, which 
may be partly a result of diet; they eat too much iodine in the 
shape of raw fish, and their thyroids are overdeveloped. Yet, 
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with all their sensitiveness, they continually enact policies 
which open them to rebuff. Like adolescents, they I car and 
resent snubs, while at the same time they make snubs inevit¬ 
able by their course of action. 

Still another paradox is the matter of di.scipline. If is ex¬ 
treme, especially in the army; but the Japanese army is uniipie 
in that a youthful colonel may .somedmes overrule his supe¬ 
riors. Again there is the Japanese inslinct to democracy, 
which, even in these times, is very considerable. Japan was a 
feudal kingdom until 1868 and it is now a military oligarchy; 
yet all Japanese consider themselves equal—a most challenging 
and important point—and more than one stalesinan has risen 
to eminence from extremely humble origins. 

The Japanese have a great sense of team play. When work¬ 
men dig up a road, they wield their picks in unison, as if they 
were practising calisthenics. The story is that no one in the 
world is so unintelligent as a single Japanese:, and no one so 
bright as two. They love to pool effort. This insthict for 
team play, which derives from the basic desire to conform, is 
one reason why the Japanese—despite their had eyesight—-are 
good aviators in formation flying, though as individual pilots 
they lack initiative. 

Almost all educated Japanese wear eyeglasses, and one is 
apparently justified in the assumption that the fantastically 
difficult Japanese language is more responsible for their bad 
eyesight than any basic optical defect. Children wear out 1 heir 
eyes trying to learn to read. A child sliould learn about :’,,oao 
different characters by the time he is ten or twelve; he must 
know about 5,000 to read a new.spapcr intelligently, These 
characters are Chinese, but the language i,s diUVrcnt. To 
simplify interpretation of the Chine.se characters, the japanc.se 
have invented two explanatory alphabets, called kana, xvhich 
—rather like an elaborate system of punci nation—arc printed 
parallel to the Chinese text. The combination makes Japan¬ 
ese by all odds the most formidable tongue in the world. I 
have asked a young attache of the Tokyo Foreign Office, who 
went to Oxford, to translate some street signs in u Japanese 
village; he could not do so—could not read his own language 
—because the explanatory kana were omitted. 

Japanese interest in education is intense and admirable; 
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Japan has a record in education that no Oriental country can 
reinolcly nialch. Very nearly every Japanese child goes to 
school. Education in theory at least is free and compulsory. 
Wc are proud of our record in the Philippines, where we 
have lifted literacy to perhaps sixty per cent, but Japanese 
literacy—even if some street signs are puz/ling—is ninety-five 
per cent. Compare with India, where literacy is only about 
fifteen per cent, with China where it is ten per cent or even 
less. . » 

One curious Japanese characteristic is lack of tact, For 
instance an American officer, who had been badly wounded 
in the attack on tlie Panay, visited Japan subsequently, and 
called on some Japanese naval men. They insisted on in¬ 
specting his tvounds—which they had inflicted on himi 
Another American, seiiou.sly shaken up on the Paiiay, avoided 
Japanese company afterwards. His Japanese friends per¬ 
suaded him to come to dinner on the understanding that the 
whole Panay epi.sode be buried and forgotten. But the Geisha 
girls invited for the occasion said nothing to the American all 
evening except ‘Panay! Panay! So sorry! So sorry!’ 

Japanese literal-mindedness is considerable. An American 
correspondent was travelling through Manchuria. Fie hap¬ 
pened to say to a Japane.se companion, the editor of an English- 
language newspaper in Dairen, ‘I hope it will be a nice day. 
Fair and tvatmer.’ And he knoc.kcd on wood. The Japanese 
asked him to explain the significance of knocking on wood. 
The next day the weather report of the newspaper read Fair 
and Warmer Knock on Wood. 

And Japanese lack of humour is, as everyone knows, famous. 
When Archibald MacLeish, (he American poet, spoke at a 
luncheon in Tokyo, he mentioned the difficulty of gathering 
material for Fortune’s Japanese number. He said it reminded 
him of the New Yorker visiting Vermont, who said, ‘There 
are so many rocks here. Where did they come from. Do you 
grow rocks in Vermont?’ The Vermont farmer replied, ‘The 
rocks were brought here by the great glacier.’ The New 
Yorker said, ‘What became of the glacier?’ The Vermonter 
said, ‘It went back to get more rocks.’ The Americans in the 
audience howled witli laughter. But none of the Japane.se 
got the point. 

D 
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One famous story describes the American newspaper corres¬ 
pondent who wrote to a friend, ‘I don't know il tJiis letter will 
ever arrive, because the Japanese censor may i>pcn it.’ A week 
later he received a note from the Japanese jmst ollice sayinfr, 
‘The statement in your letter is not correct. We do not open 
letters.’ 

Closely associated with literal-mindedness, with lack of 
humour and imagination, is the extraordinary Japanese habit 
of disingenuonsness—the combination of naivete and self- 
deception which calls a war an ‘incident’, which makes the 
Japanese say that they wage war only because they are ‘friends 
of the Chinese people’. Examples may be culled from any 
Japanese newspaper. A recent one from the Japan. Times: 
‘What is termed guerrilla warfare by Chiang Kai-sluA amounts 
to disturbing Japan’s cd'orts to maintain peace in China.’ 'I’hc 
Japanese call their daylight saving time, now e.stablishcd in 
North China, ‘friendship time’. As one friend pul it in I'okyo, 
‘The Japanese are for ever committing acts of peace.’ 

Here is an example from no less a personage th;in the new 
Japanese prime minister, Baron Hiranuma. Prepare to 
blink; 

‘The peaceful policy of Japan has been evident hi all the 
major problems that have beset our country. The Sino- 
Japanese war, the Russo-Japanese war, and the recent condicts 
in Manchuria furnish examples of the de.sire of our nalion to 
maintain peace [sic!) and stability in the Far Ea.st.’ 

But—it is important to remember—such statements are not 
so much examples of hypocrisy or duplicity as of a peculiar 
and intense Japanese tendency to self-delusion. 

The Japanese have—like most people—an occasional ten¬ 
dency to bloodthirstiness. An American oflicial is witne.ss for 
an occasion when Japanese sailors, half-ksane with nervousue.s,s, 
opened fire on a group of Chinese playing with—firecrackers. 
Recently in a Tokyo newspaper I saw an account of a 
twenty-two-year-old murderer who had run amok and killed 
twenty-eight people. The stoiy almost gloated over the accom¬ 
plishments of this mass murderer; he was portrayed as a hero, 
if a monstrosity. In a recent Japan Times I saw an editorial 
note to the effect that 300,000 Chinese troops were surrounded. 
‘It is the intention of the Japanese forces,’ the story said, ‘(,0 kill 
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all the t-uiiipcd (lliiiicso.’ VViih my own eyes I have seen irri- 
tafed Japanese soldiers—men in uniform, jircsumably disci¬ 
plined—slap Chinese women, kick old men, and slam coolies 
on (he head with bamboo poles. When the Japanese took 
Nanking, forty thousatul CJiinesc—many of them civilians— 
are said to have been executed, and several thousand women 
raped. 

Another Japanese trait is suspiciousness. The country is 
ridden with spies, and with spy mania. You cannot, in Tokyo 
to-day, buy a map of Japan or a plan of Tokyo; recently the 
police visited the art shops to confiscate some eighteenth-cen¬ 
tury prints because they portrayed Nagasaki harbourl A few 
years ago the National City Bank of New York narrowly 
escaped serious trouble, because, in order to assemble some 
perfectly irmocetit publicity material, it took photographs 
from an O-saka roof. Spies—most of them highly polite— 
investigate travellers on all the trains; detectives—who be¬ 
come very friendly and useful as guides—are stationed 
throughout Manchukuo and Korea. Hardly a week passes 
without some new bizarre ca.se of ‘espionage’. Recently a 
Danish citizen was arrested. He had some suspicious photo- 
graplts. They turned out to be X-rays of a broken rib I 

Japan seals itself against infection from the great world 
outside. Short wave radios, capable of getting Philippine or 
Chinese stations, arc rigorously forbidden.' The Japanese 
police go in for what they call ‘thought control’, and thousands 
of men and women have been arrested for possessing—not 
firearms or illicit political literature—btxt ‘dangerous 
thoughts’. The Japanese instinct to secrecy, to suspicion, 
clearly derives from the long period when intercourse with 
foreigners was forbidden. It also has direct roots in a con¬ 
temporary political situation, in that the essence of the 
Japanese naval programme is secret building. 

Finally one may mention another Japanese trait, which 
might be called patriotic raa.sochism. It is a trait which— 

^ But no law forbids them. The Japanese have considerable capacity for 
indirection. The constitution guarantees certain civil liberties; but the 
police have wide discriminatory powers under the ‘Peace Preservation 
Law*. A regulation was enacted licensing radios. And licences are simply 
not given for sets capable of getting distant stations. 
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among several others—Japan sliarcs with Cfcrtuaiiy. 1 he 
Japanese seem actually to enjoy sullcriiig, if sulTeriiig is for (he 
sake oC Emperor and country. The Japanese pull in their 
belts, and say—almost literally—‘Thank Godl We arc hungry 
to-day. We sud'er gladly for the motherland!’ 

What a lot Commodore Perry did uncork tliaf grey morn¬ 
ing in Yokohama bay eighty-six years ago! 

Hara-Kiri 

The other day I read the following news note in the China 
Weekly Review. 

‘A Japanese soldier, wearing his uniform, fell from a Iruekload 
of soldiers, which was passing along ICiangwau Road 
[Shanghai]. A foreign resident passing along the sU-eet wa.s 
amazed to see the Japanese soldier sit up, reach in his pocket, 
and proceed to cut his jugular vein. 'I'he foreigner hurried 
up but was too late to prevent the man from killing himsell.’ 

This is an excellent contemporary example of hara-kiri, 
or ceremonial suicide. The soldier killed himself in sluimc 
at having fallen off the truck. It is not, however, a classic 
example, because cori'ectly the person committing suicide 
should slice open his abdomen, not his throat. Hara-kiri dates 
back at least five hundred years. Its origin was partly the feel¬ 
ing that death by suicide was preferable to death by torture, 
in case of capture by the enemy, partly the Stunui ai code which 
taught that suicide was the better alternative to any kind of 
dishonour or disgrace. Nowadays hara-kiri is becoming less 
fashionable, though it is an ironclad tradition of (lie JaiKincse 
army that any officer taken prisoner must kill himself. 

The Japanese do not as a rule call hara-kiri by this name; 
they say ‘seppuku’, which is a transliteration of the same char¬ 
acters, but in Chinese form. It is of some psydtological 
interest that most Japanese prefer a Chinese rendering of the 
name for this national ceremonial. It is also of interest to 
point out that a deeply-rooted characteristic like hara-kiri 
may, conceivably, express itself some day in national as well 
as individual terms. I do not mean that the Japanese are at 
the moment committing suicide in China. But I have heard 
several Japanese say that, rather than suffer defeat by China, 
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(.hey iTOuld delihcnUcly attack a slrongcr foe—Russia for 
exainplc^—and perish in a ready first-class conflagration. 

Ja[)anesc Factory 

The most interesting question in Japan is this. Flow has 
Japan managed to undersell so cardinally its great industrial 
coni])c( itors; how docs she nianage to .sell silk, toys, electric 
light bulbs, cameras, cotton goods and rayon, ceramics, canned 
food and so on, in foreign markets, at prices cheaper than 
foreign countries can produce such goods themselves? How is 
it possible for Japan to sell a fountain pen in New York City 
for ten cents? 

I’he Japanese, like the British—another island people— 
live by importing raw materials, manufacturing finished pro¬ 
ducts, and selling these pi'oducts abroad. Let us take one 
example. Japan buys raw cotton somewhere in India, and 
pays its transportation to an Indian port, Bombay. From 
Bombay Japan pays freight on this raw cotton to the mills of 
Nagoya or Yokohama. Japan procc.sses the cotton into 
shirts, ships the shirts all the way back to India, pays a stiff 
discriminatory duty in Bombay again on Japanese imports, 
and then proceeds to sell the shirts in India two or three cents 
cheaper than Indian shirts made in India. Not merely cheaper 
than Lancashire shirts or Egyptian shirts. But cheaper than 
Indian shirts. 

How can Japan manage this? One reason is, of course, low 
Japanese wages. But that is not the whole story; because 
Indian wages are lower even than Japanese. The answer is 
more complex. One reason—for a time at least—was the 
depreciation of the Japanese yen, which made her exports 
cheaper abroad; now, however, this is working the other way 
to damage Japanese economy, since the cheap yen makes it 
more expensive for Japan to import foreign raw materials. 
Another reason is efiiciency. The country has practically a 
new industrial plant, spick, span, and shiny; the Japanese use 
every modern technological device, and one girl, working on 
the new Toyada looms, can do the work of twenty Indians, 
Another reason is a centralised purchasing agency for raw 
materials and a subsidised merchant marine. Still another is 
honesty in industrial organisation; there is no corruption in a 
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off. Finally, most important oi all, there is the national .sol itla- 
rity of most Japanese, which makes efricicnl work not rueicly 
an exercise in getting wages, but in patiiotism. The couniiy 
is extraordinarily homogeneous (rather like France) racially, 
socially, economically. Most Japanese consider tliem.selves 
cogs in a single giant machine. 

Abstractions such as these come to life in a Japanese laciory, 
and a Japanese factory is one of the most extraordinary pho 
noraena on earth. 

We visited a silk finishing plant near Tokyo. Most new 
factories in Japan are suburban. There is an attempt to get 
out of the cities, and build industries on green lawtis; the 
plant we saw, with manorial walls enclosing trees and shrub¬ 
bery, looked like an English country house. It was a ‘model’ 
factory of course; that was why we were permitted to visit it. 
Other industrial undertakings arc not so elegant. (But most of 
them, it goes without saying, are neat. I have never seen any¬ 
thing to rival Japanese tidiness and passion for .sweeping. On 
every road, the very twigs are collected and packed neatly into 
bundles.) There are what might be called ‘depre.s.scd’ tireas 
in Japanese cities, but few real slums. Japan, by indust ri:di.s- 
ing herself overnight, escaped the worst evils of the imlustritil 
system. Nothing in Japan is comparable to the uit.spcaktiblc 
slums of .Shanghai or Bombay. 

We are inside the factory. Nine hundred girls arc cmi)loyed, 
one hundred men. This means that it is a l)ig factory; mo.st of 
Japan’s 95,000 factories employ only a handful of workers. 
The girls catch our eye at once. They stand in rows of thirty 
before the softly oscillating looms. They wear black stnork.s, 
a sort of uniform; they are not permitted to sit down. At the 
end of each tier of looms is either a large birdcage, filled with 
parrots, or an aquarium splashing with goldfish—-apparently 
to give colour and the illusion of the great outdoors. But the 
analogy that these animals arc also captives comes in.stantly 
to mind. 

The girls work ten hours a day, from 6 a.ni. to 5 p.m. for a 
daily wage of 85 sen, about one shilling. There is half an hour 
for lunch, and two rest periods of fifteen minutes each—'Which 
are devoted to compulsory gymnastics! The girls get every 
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Other Sunday off, but only rarely are they permitted to leave 
the compound to visit Tokyo. At 5 p.m., free until lights-out 
at nine, they may don their bright kimonos and flash colour- 
fully through the great gardens; but they may not go outside 
the walls. The food is simple but apparently ample: the girls 
looked healthy. They sleep in dormitories, on shelves, six or 
eight to a room. Everything is spotlessly clean. Culture les¬ 
sons are provided before bedtime—lectures from the super¬ 
visor on flower arrangement, the lea ceremony, ethics, and the 
like. 

The girls are employed on a uniquely Japanese system. The 
great majority come from country villages; a contractor hires 
them from their parents, usually for a year, and their wages 
go in part to pay the parents’ debt. The girls cannot leave the 
factory until the contract has expired; usually it is extended 
to cover several years. In the factory I visited, the girls, begin¬ 
ning at sixteen, worked till they were twenty or twenty-one, 
by which time they might save perhaps goo yen or £16 i8s. od.’ 
Then they were free in theory to return to their villages, and to 
use their capital as dowry. Most of them marry, ancl promptly 
set about producing children to repeat the process. 

The system has its overtones of horror. Yet one should point 
out that, as a result of the continual labour turnover, there is 
no permanent industrial proletariat among women in Japan. 
The girls rotate to and from the villages. One gasps at the evils 
of temporary slavery; yet, as Redman points out, ‘to deprive a 
young woman of her free will in the matter of selling her labour 
is obviously an outrage only in a community where the en¬ 
joyment of free will is relatively general’. We are shocked 
and horrified at the system. But so will a youthful Japanese 
be horrified when he learns that, in America or Europe, he or 
she may grow up willing to work and be unable to find a job. 
Unemployment in the west seems to him as intolerable as the 
Japanese system seems to us. There is virtually no unemploy¬ 
ment in Japan. 

Japanese industrial wages are low, but so are managerial and 
other salaries, as well as prices. In Chapter V we shall inspect 

‘ Exchange rate as of April i, 1939, when the yen in New York was 
worth aye. 
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the great Japanese financial houses, and the princely share of 
Japanese national income they absorb; underneath tliese great 
structures, the bulk of the Japanese people lead fingal and 
meagi-e lives. The 1938-9 income lax rctnin.s show that only 
seventy people in Japan get more than 500,000 sen annnally. 
The average industrial wage lor a skilled woiker is alionl 80 
sen (lid.) per day. According to W. H. Cliamberlin, only ton 
per cent of the people earn more than 100 yen (£5 1 i>s. (id.) per 
month; according to Foitune, only two and a half per cent of 
the Japanese population earn more than per yetir. 

The Japanese prime minister gets 9,600 yen (£511 10s. od.) 
per year; other ministers get 6,800 yen. A university prole,ssor 
gets from lys to 280 yen per month; a local bank manager may 
get 200. A young man, fre,sh from college and sttirting wotk 
in an industrial enterprise, is lucky if his first wages are 60 yen 
per month; a civil servant may get even less. A policeman 
gets from 45 to 80 yen a month. A good cook is hap[)y with 
ioyen(us. 3d.l)amonth, andagardener gets about the same. 

Bur prices, too, are very low—though the war has li 1 1 ed 1 1 icm. 
A pleasant five-room house may be rented for 30-60 yen a 
month, and food for a family of four is calculated to cost only 
about 75 sen (lod.) per day. Car-fare is 7 sen (prph.s of lUh); 
lunch in a restaurant is 20 sen; a first-class movie is 50 sen 
( 63 d.). One yen (is. iJd.) will buy twenty ap|)les or twenty-five 
eggs: a haircut, shampoo, shave, and manicure will louil 50 sen 
(6|d.) together. You can buy a pair of wooden clogs for 15 sen, 
and a mechanical pencil (I am still using an cxcelleal one I 
bought in Tokyo last summer) for 30 (4d.). A good ptiir of 
leather shoes will cost 12 yen, a suit of clothes coniainitig 
forty per cent wool from 20 to 40 yen. Kimonos run from 
10 yen up. 

A youthful Japanese journalist went to his employer re¬ 
cently. He wanted to get married The negotiations provided 
a curious insight into Japanese domestic fmauce. In order to 
marry, the young man needed a total of 450 yen (£25 6s. 3d.) 
divided as follows: betrothal gifts, loo yen; remuneration for 
go-between, photographs, and ring, i6o yen; dinner party for 
bride, 70 yen; honeymoon expenses, 60 yen; furniture 60 yen. 
But the bride was giving him a dowry of 50 yen (£2 i6s. 3d) 
which cut his needs to a net 400. But the young’ mau'.s capital 
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was only ao yen {£i i>s. 6d.) and his salary only 8o yen a month. 
So his employer collected a stall' fund of 30 yen, gave him a 
wedding present of 50 yen, and lent him the remainder neces¬ 
sary—300 yen—on (he understanding that if would be paid 
back, out of salary, lo yen a month. 

Japan, like France, possesses in theory an economy almost 
perfectly balanced between industry and agriculture. The 
country is fifty-hve per cent industrial and forty-five per cent 
agricultural. But agriculture in Japan presents serious and 
pressing problems, Japan is densely populated, but only 15.6 
per cent of the land is arable; there is only half an acre of arable 
land per head of population, the lowest ratio of any country 
in the world. Most of (he land is held by small tenant farmers, 
w'ho till every square millimetre of cultivable soil. There are 
very few big estates. The staple crop is rice, and it has been 
saifl that the hi.story of Japan is the history of its rice pr'ocluc- 
tion. Almost one-third of the rice crop, incidentally, goes to 
produce sake, which is rice wine. 

Agrarian Japan sufl'ered severely as industrialisation pro¬ 
ceeded apace. Of Japan’s 95,000 factories, not less than 30,000 
have been built since 1919. The farmer pays high taxes to 
subsidise industry; the islands are being transformed into a 
prodigious factory, and the fanners suffer in consequence. 
Another difhculty is that, woi'ried by the possibility of food 
.shortage, the Japanese have sought to plant more and more 
rice, at the expense of other cx'ops; as a result the price of rice 
sagged catastrophically, all but ruining the rice farmers. Rice 
culture is no longer profitable. 

Japan has, however, achieved virtual self-sufficiency in food. 
If rice fails, the Japanese may dip into the sea, eat more raw 
fish. It will not be easy to blockade Japan, starve Japan out. 

Tokyo To-day 

One’s first impression is apt to be of the spaciousness, 
modernity, and dignity of Tokyo, in contrast to the noisy 
squalor of most Oriental cities—broad boulevards, blunt sky¬ 
scrapers, neon lights (now dimmed by war economy), a subway, 
glittering shop windows. Then one may have luncheon with 
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a Japanese friend and turn back ten centuries, Tokyo seems 
very western; you see Japanese playing baseball in corner 
lotsl Then you hear a Japanese lady describe the dagger her 
father gave her as a wedding gifi, so thal she may kill herself 
is she should dishonour her husband. 

One discovers soon that Tokyo, for all its nioclcrnily, is the 
hardest of the great eastern capitals to get around in. This is 
largely because a recent Home Minister, in an excess of nation¬ 
alist spirit, abolished foreign language street signs. In most 
eastern cities, signs on streets and in railway stations are in 
English or French; in Japan, they are in Jaimnese. (Later, 
when tourists became hopelessly confused, some English signs 
were permitted to re-appear in railway stations.) Tlic anihori- 
ties frowned even on such picturescpie semi-English expressions 
among Japanese as ‘Papa-san’, which children used for father.' 
Foreign amusements, too, came to he discouraged, A recent 
dispatch from Amagasaki announced the formation of ;i com¬ 
mittee ‘for the extermination of dance halls and we.slcni 
dancing’. 

Tokyo feels severely, but not yet critically, the strain of war. 
Streets are crowded; shops are full ancl animated, and one feels 
a curious kind of artificial excitement jiroduccd by the first 
stimulus of war economy. Underneath this is a siubliorn 
drabness, a sense that the war is going to last a long time, that 
it must cause gigantic sacrifices, that'it must be won. Tokyo 
has an undcrcoating of bleakness, but not of defeatism. 
Recently a government department, in co-opcraliou with the 
‘East Asia Costume Designing Committee’, announced plans 
for a compulsoty semi-uniform of }pey to be worn by all male 
civilians. The Japanese cannot like this, because they love 
colour, But they submit to it dutifully, becau.se wsirtiiue con¬ 
tingencies override any other sentiment. 

The drain of war is tremendous in the entire field of non- 
essentials, that is, civilian luxuries. There is no steel or copper 
available for private building; no leather or cotton for boxing 
gloves or baseballs; very little foreign excluinge for books or 
magazines. One gallon of petrol per day is the mtion for 


in Japanese, meaning Something between ‘honour- 
ab e and mister ; it is added to both names and things. Japanese usuallv 
call theic sacred mountain Fuji-san, not Fujiyama. ^ 
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privalc moLui-cias, aucl all iiiaLclias (I) liavc been shortened 
.039 inches, which saves £60,000 a year in timber. The 
government controls absolutely the distribution of such pro¬ 
ducts as coal, Oregon pine, lead, zinc, tin, and nickel. Ersatz 
materials arc being developed as fast as the scientists can invent 
them; whalehidc is being irsed for leather, and 15,000 Tokyo 
policemen, it was announced recently, would henceforth be 
eciuippcd with ‘substitute footgear’. Twenty-two rubber 
articles are henceforth forbidden manufacture, except for 
military use, including shoes, gloves, garden hose, rubber- 
bands, sporting goods, and (sic) chewing gum. No cotton—a 
serious blow to Japanese—may be used in domestic textiles, 
which are to be made of staple fibre (with certain exceptions), 
which comes from wood pulp. 

Yet it would be grossly inaccurate to assume that Japan is in 
any imminent danger of collapse. One may ask how long the 
Japanese ruling classes can depress the standard of living of 
their people without causing surreptitious resentment to be¬ 
come overt revolution, but the question stated so baldly is al¬ 
most meaningless; one must take into account the peculiar 
cjualities of the Japanese people, their sense of national 
solidarity and discipline, their patriotism. The average Japan¬ 
ese may not like the war. But he feels that he has got to finish 
the job, now that it is under way; the mouthful he has bitten 
off is tremendous, but he must swallow it, else it will poison 
him. 

Japanese financial statistics—those that are available—are 
appalling. The war to date is believed to have cost two and a 
half billion dollars, which is more than tln-ee times the cost of 
the Russo-J apanese war; at present the war is costing not less 
than 500,000,000 yen a month, or roughly £900,000 per day. 
This seems a gigantic sum, but after all the national iitcome of 
Japan is calculated at sixteen billion yen per year, which means 
that the nation can go on spending 500,000,000 per month for 
a considerable time. The budgeted cost of the war, April 
1938 to April 1939, was 4,850,000,000 yen, of which all but 
400,000,000 yen was raised by loans; this budgetary expense 
is in addition to the normal budget of 3,800,000,000 yen, the 
deficit of which was estimated at 690,000,000 yen. The budget 
for 1939-40 is the highest in history, with ordinary expenditure 



6 o 


INSIDE ASIA 


estimated at 3,094.000,000 yen, military expenditure at 
5,000,000,000 more. At least 6,000,000,000 yen ol this 
8,694,000,000 total must be raised by loans. No wonder 
Japanese bonds arc written in red ink. 

The national debt of Japtni has risen from 10110lily six 
billion yen in 1931, before the Manchurian adventure, to 
roughly 10,500,000,000 yen in 1937. at tlie beginning of the 
China war. Nowit is soniew'Iiere above itibillion yen; in other 
words it has inerca.scd 350 per cent in eight yeans. 'Fhe.se two 
are appalling figui'es. Yet we know from the experienre of 
Germany what complex financial juggleiies may be pei fornied 
by totalitarian states; we know from our own experience tliat 
a huge rise in national debt may mean little. The most 
ominous figures about Japan relate to its export trade, which 
by early 1939 had shrivelled twenty per cent though the trade 
balance as a whole is still favourable. Domestic dclit means 
comparatively little, but a fall in exports is a highly serious 
matter, because, with its gold supply drastically depicted, 
Japan can pay Cor cs.sential raw materials and ituithmietus of 
war only by selling goods abroad. The rising sun is not set¬ 
ting—at least not yet. If it docs start to set, falling expf)rt,s will 
be one reason. 

And now we turn to the fighting services, which manage to 
expend such a fantastically great amount of cash and credit. 
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ARMY BEARING PAMPEILETS 


‘To die for the sake of the Emperor is to live forever.’ 

—Japanese Aemy Pamphlet. 

L ike many institutions in Japan the army is unique, dif¬ 
fering from all other arrnic.s in a number of important 
particulars. For one thing, it bears an extremely special 
relation to the Emperor; for another, it represents a curious 
combination of feudal tradition and modern technique; for 
another it plays a political role unapproached by any other 
military force; again, it has extraordinarily strong social im¬ 
pulses and ambitions. Then there is the religious factor. 
When a soldier goes to battle, he tells his comrades, ‘I will meet 
you at the Yasakuni shrine’—the place in Tokyo where, if he 
is killed, his ashes are deified. 

A correspondent of the Paris Excelsior was recently per¬ 
mitted to ask nine Japanese soldiers why they were fighting 
in China. (How the correspondent managed to do this is 
beyond me; to ask direct questions of the Japanese military is 
like trying to pry open a tin can with cardboard.) The answers; 

I. It is the Emperor’s wish, 

2. The Chinese have broken a treaty with us. 

3. My regiment was ordered here. 

4. Japan is overpopulated. 

5. No idea. 

6. Because the Chinese attacked us. 

7. The Emperor ordered us to fight. 

8. The honour of Japan is at stake. 

9. We wish to restore order in China. 

(Quoted in Stephen King Hall’s 
News Letter, Febiuary 23, 1938.) 

In the feudal era, until 1868, Japanese soldiers were peasant 
retainers of the Daimyo, the lords of the land; each great 
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Daimyo lias his own hgliLiiig force. The ‘ofUcevs’ were au out- 
gi-owth of the Samurai class, and in 1868, be it rcinemhered, 
there were no less than 300.000 Samurai families in japan. 
Then in 187a tlic army was nationalised and compulsory milh 
tary service introduced—only sixty-seven years agol—and the 
clan armies were absorbed into a national force. The new con¬ 
scripts cut across the old clan aflilialions, and gradually the 
Samurai were displaced by a new generation of iirofc.ssioual 
officers. But the Samurai .spirit remained strong. Result: the 
Japanese army is a double growth. It is like a medieval stvorcl 
manufacturecl by a modern as.sembly line. 

Japan has been a military state for at least a thousand yeans; 
in most countries the army is the servant of the stale, in theory 
at least; in Japan, in practice if not in theory, the army is, and 
always has been, the state itself. But roughly from tpau to 
1931, from the Washington Treaty to the Mukden iucidcui, 
government by civilians on a liberal basis—that best of all 
importations from the west—did attempt succcssliilly to com¬ 
pete against military influence. Those were goldcti years. 
Civilian ministers, though they did not disphice military 
authority entirely, bossed the show. Japan seemed bent on a 
course of peace. Then came 1931 and the invasion of 
Manchuria; the army has controlled Japanese policy ever since, 

Nowadays the rank and file of the Japanese army—like that 
oE all conscript armies—neces.sarily rcllccts the rank and file 
of population. It is not a special caste like the old (iennan 
army. The bulk ol recruits comes from the farms and from 
small villages, representing the chief reservoirs of population. 
One hundred and fifty thousand boys of twenty go into the 
army each year, and they serve two years. The army is con¬ 
sidered a school for the man power of the nation; as in the 
Red Army in the Soviet Union—the Japanese would be 
shocked at the comparison—service is considered part of edu¬ 
cation. In fact, the army itself says that ‘Seishin Ryoiku’, 
spiritual education, is the motive of army training. Two years 
in the army give the Japanese the rough equivtdeitt of our 
B.A. or Ph.B. 

At twenty, every male in Japan is given a severe physical 
examination. The system is comprehensive and ruthless; no 
one is favoured, no one escapes. The 150,000 men called up 
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each year are chosen by lot from the group found to be ‘abso¬ 
lutely fit’. This giant game of chance is likewise sternly ad¬ 
ministered. Every town, every district in the country has its 
quota; far met s from the rice fields, clerks from the towns, sons 
ol diplomats or hereditary princes, all submit equally to 
choice. There arc no distinctions of class, party, or privilege. 
Only health and the law of lot determine who will serve. 

As to officers, they no longer-—a highly important point— 
represent a special caste. There is no ‘officer class’ in Japan; 
the great majority of Japanese officers come from humble fami¬ 
lies, who rise by merit. Samurai spirit may still be evident— 
with its good as well as evil accretion,s—but Samurai blood 
no longer dominates the array. Hardly ten per cent of 
Japanese officers to-day arc of noble or Samurai origin. The 
array is a people’s army, representing the mass of the nation; 
the officers are people’s officers. Japanese officers, in general, 
do not remotely resemble the chic young men who adorn the 
Coldstream Guards. Many of them don’t shave more than 
once a week. Nor are Japanese officers well-paid. A full 
general gets 6,600 yen per year, or £356 10s. od. 

Officers are selected by. an interesting process. There are 
three categories of entrants for the training schools which 
comprise the Japanese Sandhurst. First, any boy of fourteen, 
having completed his compulsory primary education, may 
enter the junior academy at once. This academy is free, so 
that poor boys may enter; selection is based on competitive 
examination, Second, a group of ‘candidates at large’ may 
similarly enter the academy at sixteen to eighteen, having 
finished secondary school. Third, conscripted privates may 
enter the academy until they are twenty-two, provided they pass 
a still examination. This opportunity offered to rank-and-file 
privates lo become officers is unique among modern armies. 
Before any officer is commissioned, he must spend eight months 
in the ranks. 

Promotion of officers depends on merit more than on 
seniority, another unique item. Advance may be very rapid; 
there are Japanese colonels of unbelievable youth, and a man 
may be a general at forty-six or forty-seven. One interesting 
point is that no officer may reach the rank of lieutenant-general 
until he has served abroad as a military attach^. 
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The army is a law unto itself—as more than one unlucky 
politician has discovered. There are two reasons lor this. 
First, the minister of war (ol the navy also) has I he inestimably 
important privilege ol immediate and direct access to the 
Emperor, a right not shared by the civilian ministers, 'rids 
privilege is not included in the Japanese constitution, but it 
is sanctioned by custom deriving from the fact that the 
Emperor, personally, is head of army and navy. 'Fhc army 
and navy chiefs of staff have similar ddect access to the imperial 
person. And. of course, the oath of the Japanese olhccr is not 
to the government, but to the Emperor alone. 

Second, the minister of war (and navy) is by ironclad rule 
an officer on the active list—another nnujuely Japanese phe¬ 
nomenon. Since most japane.se offeers are ambitious to reach 
the top, and since they know the top is necessarily a political 
post, they develop political interests and ambitions early. 
The minister of war has immense pmver, since lie can shoil- 
circuit any negotiation by civilian ministers by his right of 
direct access to the Emperor. No politician can form a cabinet 
without a war minister. The army can overthrow any ctibiuet 
by withdrawing him, and can prevent any new ministry being 
formed by refusing to nominate a new war minister. 

Another point is that the Japanc.se army and navy have 
never lost a war—and therefore assume to themselves im¬ 
munity from criticism—and that the army at least (piite 
frankly conceives of itself in terms of its mis.sion, its divine 
and imperial mission, which is to concpicr East Asia. The 
Japanese array has what might be called a 'Yellow Man’s 
burden’ to control the East. 

Now we turn to the social and economic policy ol the Japan¬ 
ese fighting force, which demands a section to itself. 

The Army Pamphlets 

Japan’s army not only fights but writes. It .shoots guns at 
the Chinese, and ideas at the rest of us. It utilises not only 
tanks and fighting aircraft, but the linotype machine and ink. 

Beginning in 1934 the press department of the imperial 
war ministry began to issue a series of remarkable pamphlets, 
distributed free or at nominal cost, which flooded the nation. 
They have appeared intermittently ever since. At first the 
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pamphlets were domestic propaganda setting forth the aims 
oi the fighting foiccs, and showing the need for bigger military 
budgets; they developed into what amount to official army 
statements on a great variety of matters. The liist pamphlet 
discussed Japanese expansionism; one of the last, issued in 
1938, vigorously attacks the United States. Titles of some 
pamphlets: 

National Defence in Asia. 

The U.S.S.R. Viewed from the Point of View of National 
Defence. 

British and Ficnch Activity in Yunnan. 

Modern National Defence and Economic Warfare. 

The Disturbed Political State of Europe. 

Conditions in the South Sea Islands. 

Progressive Japan and Pleavy Pressure of Foreign Powers. 

National Defence in the Air. 

Third Anniversary of the Mukden Incident, 

So far as I know, complete translations of these pamphlets 
do not exist in English. But Domei, the official Japanese news 
agency, makes summaries which arc printed in the Japan 
Advertiser, Tokyo’s excellent American daily, from time to 
time. Also I have had the privilege of seeing private transla¬ 
tions of several. 

The most interesting thing about the' pamphlets as a 
whole is their appeal for a new type of economic order in 
Japan. The Japanese army believes ver}’’definitely in social 
planning, as has been proved by the example of Manchukuo. 
The pamphleteers have sacked the world for material, and 
have borrowed ideas all the way from Plato to Stuart Chase. 
The terminology is often bewilderingly reminiscent of the 
Moscow Pravda —though communism in Japan is a crime— 
and it ,borrotvs heavily from the totalitarian doctrine of the 
Fascist states. The prevailing spirit is of vigorous dislike of 
communism and capitalism both. The pamphleteers attack 
orthodox capitalism very severely. What they want seems to 
be a type of slate capitalism with some socialist admixtures. 

It may shock and offend good liberals who believe that the 
Japanese arc purely Fascist-capitalists to read quotations from 
the pamphlets like the following: 

‘Japan is now at the crossroads of her destiny. It is impossible 

to get sufficient armaments from the present system. The 

E 
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attempt would bring about national bankruptcy and dissolve 
the unity of the nation. We must set up a new economic 
system. . . 

Again: 

‘Uneven distribution of wealth has led to poverty and un¬ 
employment for many people. . . . Egotism, individnulisin, 
and materialism—these are the evils of modern enpilalisl 
society. The time has come when we must li(|uidale the 
modern civilisation based on individualism. . . .’ 

Who wrote that? Comrade Stalin? No. Again: 

‘So long as economic profits, and especially unearned incomes, 
are enjoyed by one section of the nation alone, the majority of 
the people will be left in the utmost misery and distress. . . . 
The situation is such that prompt measures must Ijc taken . . . 
to re-adjust fundamentally our policies on linnncc and econ¬ 
omics. ... It is necessary to set our house in order by com¬ 
plete social and c-conomic stabilisation.’ 

This paragraph and others like it produced serious ahirin iu 
1934 in Tokyo financial drcle.s. Tlicre was a sharp bicak on 
the stock exchange, and the big industrialists 1 cared an army 
coup d’etat to put the reforms into effect at once. Several 
newspapers dared to criticise the pamphlet witli some asperity, 
and the minister of war had to allay alarm by di.scouuting its 
implications. 

In a pamphlet which formally proposes the cstahlislmicnt 
of a totalitarian state: 

‘The principles of freedom which previously pervaded the 
entire world are dying out. The world war wti.s enused by 
conflicts in imperialism which were the ultimate growth of this 
period of free enterprise. ... A clash now seems Inevitable 
between free enterprise and government control, between 
individualism and collectivism.’ 

(Totalitarianism, incidentally, is a complex word in Japtin- 
ese. It is Zentai shugi-teki-kokha, literally totakstate-struc- 
turism.) 

The pamphlets are full of that wonderful Japanese capacity 
for self-delmion I have already noted. The writers dii) the 
blade in honey. An example; 

‘k is absolutely necessary for Japan to have a powerful navy 
suiEcient to defeat any state which will attempt to frustrate 
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Japan’s nolilc clTort of making the Far Easl a paradise of 
peace (sic/) and prosperity.’ 

One pamphlet mentions the ‘pitiable bigotry’ of Chiang 
Kai-shek, who refuses to understand Japan’s ‘true intentions’. 
There is mudi talk of japan’s ‘holy task’ of achieving ‘world 
peace’, and of rejuvenating China in the interests of ‘peace’. 
Also; 


‘If the Japanese nation should lose its zeal for consummation 
of its three great policies, co-operation between Japan and 
China, development of Manchulcuo as an independent slate, 
and building up of military strength, she will be unable to 
maintain’—now guess what—‘peace in the Far East.’ 

And, as usual, we have the messianic note, on an ominously 
cosmic basis: ' 

‘The rational distribution of territory, national resources, 
and population—^this should be the keynote of international 
peace. The establishment of world peace is Japan’s aim. J\fo 
country in the world has so high a mission as Japan to save the world.' 

Why should the Japanese army have adopted such semi- 
Fascist, semi-socialist, and definitely anti-capitalist ideas? 
There are several reasons. 

First, the Japanese army reflects to a certain extent the tradi¬ 
tion of Samurai days, when the merchant or trader was a 
despised underling. It views orthodox capitalism as a com¬ 
paratively new growth, not indigenous to Japan. And the 
army hates and fears communism, which, an interesting point, 
it believes to have been caused by capitalist abuses. Japan 
blames capitalism for communism, and hence attacks them 
both. 

Second, the majority of Japanese soldiers and officers were 
poor farm boys. The peasants think they have been sacrificed 
to the business men of the towns, and army personnel reflects 
this attitude. 

Third, the officers dislike the ‘international’ aspects of 
Japanese finance capital. They know that the great financial 
houses, which make money on shipping, on insurance, on bank¬ 
ing and trade, prefer peace to war, and therefore have tended 
to oppose steep military budgets, and to support the civilians 
in the ministries. 
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Fourth, the army thinks that the industrialists, who believe 
in prohts, are not as efficient as they might he in suiiplying the 
needs of a great war machine. Obv'iously the capitalisls make 
money. The radical officers think that munitions will be more 
economically produced and Japan will hence be stronger—if 
profits are turned back to the state. 

In any case it is a remarkable phenomenon that an army, 
which is usually the repository of conservatism in a nation, 
should have grasped so eagerly at such ‘radical’ ideas. On the 
other hand, one should point out that the army, no matter 
how anti-capitalist it is, has not yet attacked the iundamental 
principles of capitalism, namely the right to own land, to own 
production, and to make profit out of labour. 

The leftist tendencies of the army have naturally produced 
a bitter subsurface conflict with the great Japanese financial 
houses, Mitsui and Mitsubishi. This we shall discuss in a 
later chapter. Radicalism in the army also contributed to one 
of the most extraordinary mutinies in history, the abortive 
coup d’etat of February 1936. This too we shall deal with 
soon. 

General Itagaki and the Kwanlung Clique 

The Japanese minister of war, who next to the Emperor is 
probably the most important per.sonagc iu Japan, is Lieuten¬ 
ant-General Seishiro Itagaki, born in 1885 in the north of Japan 
of a poor peasant family. He was commissioned in 1904, and 
became a general in 1933, at the age of forty-seven. P’or a time 
he was chief of staff of the Kwantung army. It is a remarkaldc 
fact that, when he became minister of war in 1938, Itagaki was 
not even listed in the Japanese Who’s Who, which contains 
35,000 names. A man may rise from complete obscurity to 
overwhelming power almost overnight. 

General Itagaki’s great importance derives more from the 
position he holds than from his personality. The Japanese 
army has no single hero or leader. Itagaki may be replaced 
to-inorrow; his successor will not differ from him much, and 
policy remains continuous. A group of officers rotate iu power; 
there is no Japanese Moltke or Kitchener, not even a Japanc.se 
Schlieffen. Instead there are half a dozen sub-Moltkes, sub- 
Schlieffens, who work together, each contributing his own 
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specialily to the eiiscinblc. In Japan leadership is usually a 
composite phenomenon. 

Like all aimies the Japanese army has clicpies. The most 
important is the group, headed by Itagaki, ol stall officers of 
the Kwautiuig army, which is the army of occupation in Man- 
chuktio. I'hesc Kwantung olRcei's are the ‘Young Turks’ of 
the Japanese military establishment. They are a corps d’elite. 
Kwantung' is the name of the tip of the Liaotung peninsula, a 
part of Maiichukuo, which Japan has garrisoned for thirty-four 
years, since the conclusion of the Russo-Japanese war in 1905. 
Thus the Ktvanlung officers became the spearhead of Japanese 
penetration into Manchuria and China. The Kwantung army 
is not an autonomous force; regular Japanese divisions com¬ 
prise it, just as regular English divisions serve in India, but 
it has a very special tradition and cohesive quality. Kwantung 
officers stick together. Since 1931 it has not been merely the 
Japanese a^my that has ruled Japan, but the Kwantung 
clicjue inside the Japanese army that has ruled Japan. It is 
not merely the army as a whole which is dominant, but the 
officers of this very special Kwantung army. Of the five full 
generals in Japan, three are Kwantung men. 

In essence this is because General Itagaki and his Kwantung 
group were the authors of the Mukden incident of 1931, which 
led to the invasion of Manchuria and thus opened the modern 
phase of Japanese history. Manchuria, now called Manchukuo, 
has been their baby ever since. They invented Manchukuo. 
They created it. The officers were only colonels then. They 
were the force behind the general staff. Itagaki was the leader. 
Among his companions were Colonel Doihara and Colonel 
Ishihara, who have had great careers since, as we shall see. 
The Kwantung army, another point, is the repository of much 
of the radicalism of the Japanese fighting forces. It is the 
young Kwantung officers who are behind the pamphlets, who 
are most notable for radical ideas. 

It is said that the commander-in-chief of the Kwantung 

r To be carefully distinguished from Kwangtung—note the unpleasantly 
acmi-invisible ‘g’-—which is the southern Chinese province of which Canton 
is the capital. The characters of Kwantung mean ‘east of the pass’. 
Kwangtung is a geographical expression; a literal translation would he 
‘Extensive border of the ancient Chinese feudal kingdom.’ 
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army considers himsell; not responsible to the imperial general 
staE or to the minister of war, but only to the Emperor himself. 
This is because he is not only commander-in-chief, but also 
Japanese Ambassador to Manchukuo; in other words he is 
supreme boss of the country, which is Japans most precious 
preserve. Whether or not the Kwani ung commander actually 
has such a close connection to the Emperor, it is certainly true 
that his army behaves as if it did. The ICwautung array works 
like a separate organism, a separate and supreme military 
entity.' 

General Itagaki is popular. He is what the Japanese like 
in a soldier: a man who talks little, who does his job, a simple 
man of the people. He is an officer of broad policy, well 
rounded and grounded, not quite so specialised as Ishilnua, 
who is a Russian expert, or Doihara, who is a ‘China man’. 
Itagaki has been called the most intelligent soldier in Japan. 
His greatest accomplishment is, it goes without saying, the 
creation of Manchukuo; he was also the inventor of the Atitono- 
mous East Hopei Regime, which cost the Chinese millions 
upon millions in customs revenue; this wc shall discuss in 
Chapter VII. Itagaki has a fairly strong leftist slam. In 
September 1938, he stated, ‘The Japanese Government must 
undertake planning and control. It must turn from light 
industries to heavy, from capitalism to the control principle.’ 
He is the man behind the Kwantung array’s planning board, 
which has transformed Manchukuo into a kind of totalitarian 
experimental station. 

Next to Itagaki the most important officer in Japan is prob¬ 
ably Major-General Kanji Ishihara, formerly vice-chief of staff 
of the Kwantung army, then head of the military operations 
board of the general staff, and now commander of Maiztiru 

^ For instance at the beginning of the 1937 war both the Kwantung 
army and the North China garrison set out to capture the strategically 
important Nankow pass above Peking. The Kwantung army was loo 
eager to get there first to co-operate with the North China force, which 
got into difficulties as a result. Conversely, both the Kwantung and North 
China armies went after Taiyuan in North Shansi. The Nortli China 
army won, and the Kwantung lost most of a brigade, because it over¬ 
extended itself, and guerrilleros lopped off its rearguard. In thc.se cases the 
Kwantung army had poKtical as well as military ambitions; it wanted to. 
■set up and control puppet governments ail its own in the occupied area. 
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forircss (which is across the sea from fhe Sovici territory). 
Isltihara was born in Yamagata-ken in 1889, and became 
a general at forty-seven. lie is said to be a very religious 
man, and is almost worshipped by the younger orheers; an 
Ishihara ‘cult’ exists. Lshihara is the aixthor of the war plan 
against the Soviet Union. He believes that Japan’s pi'imary 
military orientation should be northward and he disapproved 
strongly of the extension of the China conflict beyond North 
China. He thought—for a time at least—that it was unsafe 
to go farther. Ho had a great deal to do with Japanese pene¬ 
tration of Inner Mongolia, which aims to cut China off from 
the U.S.S.R. 

Another Kwantung officer of great importance is General 
Kuniaki Koiso, born in 1880. He was chief of the bureau of 
military affairs at the time of the Mukden incident, and worked 
closely with Itagaki. For a time he was chief of staff of the 
Kwantung army, and then became commander-in-chief in 
Korea. Koiso, like Itagaki, is strongly ‘social-inincled’, and is 
part author of the economic experiments in Manchtikuo. 
Aside from being a Kwantung man, Koiso is a member of 
another group, that known as the ‘Twelfth Year Class’. Offi¬ 
cers in the same academy class tend to stick together—-as at 
West Point—and Koiso had some remarkable classmates: 
General Araki, former war minister, General Sugiyama, an¬ 
other war minister, and General Hata, recently commander- 
in-chief in Central China. Recently Koiso became a cabinet 
minister. 

Then there is General Jiro Minami, an older officer, now on 
the retired list; he has been commander-in-chicf of the Kwan¬ 
tung army, governor-general of Korea, and minister of war. 
A squat, solid officer with a bullet head. General Minami came 
from a remote village in Kyushu; he was a poor boy, and 
tramped to Tokyo when he was fourteen, vowing that some 
day he would be a general. Once during the march he fainted 
from hunger, but he had taken the precaution to lie a placard 
on his neck, giving the name of a Tokyo friend who might 
help him, A strong-willed man, the Japanese say that he likes 
sake (rice wine) and laughter. The American publicist James 
A. B. Scherer in his Japan Defies the World compared Minami 
to Hitler and Mussolini, saying that he was the hidden but 
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actual dictator of Japan, the real ruler ol the counlry. When 
Miiiami saw the book, his friends say that lie was slupefied." 

In 1939 the coiumandcr-in-c'hiel ol the Ivwanluu!’ aiany, 
and as such Japanese Ambassador to Manehukuo. was General 
Kenkichi Ueda. He once lost an eye when a Korean lerrorist 
attempted to assassinate him. Ueda is usually considered 
less important than the c)n[iccr.s under him, like LieiUeiianl- 
General Eiki Tojo, xvho was his chid ol stall until fiajpiki 
made him vice-minister of war. In December 1938, General 
Tojo forecast probable war with the Soviet Union, and said 
that Japan must be able to fight with China :uid Russia at the 
same time. 

The Legendary Doihara 

Outside Japan the hc.sl-known Japanese soldier is Lieuten¬ 
ant-General Kenji Doihara, known as the 'Lawrence of Man¬ 
churia’, who for years contx'ollcd Japan’s niililary secret 
service, whose exploits in undercover Chinese negotiation 
made him almost a mythical character. Doihara was born, a 
poor boy, in Okayama in 1883. stood first in his class at 
the military acaciemy, and became a specialist in Cliinese, 
which he learned to speak expertly. He is socitiblc, a jxleasant 
chunky man with confident manners and a liking for negotia¬ 
tion. He became a general at forty-nine. 

Doihara’s special job has been mainly to make trouble, then 
to smooth it over to Japanese advantage. Lie is a’fixer’. His 
technique is to go into a disordered area, where (he political 
situation is fluid, meet important people there, get their con¬ 
fidence, and arrange a settlement. He has a gift for gelling 
to the right people, and making them like him. Tie has a 
practical mind, and enjoys practical solutions to difficult prob¬ 
lems. He has very strong 'Pan-Asia' feelings—though whether 
Pan-Asia is a practicable ideal remains to be seen. 

Doihara spent some years in China, learning several Chinc.se 

1 The Japanese dislike extremely to expel a foreign journalist or writer 
on formal grounds. But they disliked Scherer’s book extremely too, One 
day, the story goes, Scherer was called to the telephone, and told that he 
had better leave Japan at once, since his daughter in Amerir.n. was ill. 
Scherer has no daughter in America. But he took the hint. A typical 
example of Japanese indirection. 
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dialerts, becoming friendly with Chinese politicians. An 
early job wa.s .support of the Anfu group of Chinese leaders 
who, with Japan’s connivance, ruled Peking and at outrageous 
prices sold concessions to Japanese. When the Anfu clique 
broke up, Doibara smuggled the leader to safety—in a laundry 
basket. Doihara flirted with warlords, purchased generals. 
Just before (he Mukden incident (1931) he went to Japan to 
report to the War Olhcc; the day after it, he became mayor of 
Mukden. A few months later, he appeared in Flarbin as chief 
of the special Japanese military mission there. Promptly rival 
CIiine.se began to ‘hght’, and Doihara found it ‘necessary’ to 
occupy Harbin with troops—^^Japane.se troops. A little later, 
almost (he same thing happened in Chinchow, near the Great 
Wall, after riots had conveniently ‘started’ in Tientsin. 

These riots, which occurred immediately after Doihara 
arrived in November 1931, were important. Because of them, 
Mr. Henry Pu-yi, the former Emperor of China, who had been 
living quietly in the Japanese concession, was ‘forced’ to flee. 
Doihara and Henry Pu-yi were good friends, .since it had been 
Doihara who, seven years before, had smuggled him out of 
Peking when he was threatened by the Christian General, Feng 
Yu-hsiang. Doihara and Henry Pu-yi ‘disappeared’ from 
Tientsin the same night, November to; they showed up again, 
having been spirited away on a Japanese launch, at a seaside 
resort near Dairen, on Japanese territory. There Doihara held 
the young emperor until it was time to make him puppet ruler 
of Manchukuo. 

Occasionally Doihara has been outwitted. Once he sought 
to wean a northern general, Shang Chen, from allegiance to 
Chiang Kai-shek. But the general refused to be seduced; he 
failed to keep an important rendezvous with Doihara, on the 
grounds of illness. The illness, he said, was ‘stove-poisoning’; 
he had sat too near an overheated stove. China rocked with 
laughter; Doihara was not amused. At another time he opened 
secret negotiations with Han Fu-chu, the late warlord of Shan¬ 
tung, to tie him to Japan. Flan came to Doihara’s secret head¬ 
quarters in Tsinan, but he refused to accept Doihara’s offer, 
Doihara, in angry mood, said that Han would not leave the 
house alive, unless he acceded to the Japanese demands. Han 
took out his watch, and said, ‘Flow interesting. It is now 11.25. 
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Before coming here I inslrucled my troops (o massiicrc every 
Japanese in the city if 1 did not return (o my lie.idqnaitevs 
by midnight. Good evening.’ Doihara could do nothing. 
Han went. 

Doihara’s greatest accomplishment, next to the installation 
of Henry Pu-yi in Manchiikuo, was the progressive disiiilcgra- 
tion of North China. His dream was to detach the Five Not th¬ 
em Provinces' from .suzerainty to Chiang Kai-shek and set t hem 
up as a Japanese puppet area without warfare. He almost— 
not quite--succeedcd. He did succeed, with Itagaki, in estab¬ 
lishing the East Pfopei Autonomous region; he did succeetl in 
setting up the Hopei-Chahar political couticil, which weak¬ 
ened the Chinese hold on these two imjrot tarit jnovinces. His 
method was intrigue plus purchase. But he could tiot do the 
xvhole job. When war began, however, Doihara’s work still 
had value, because it had undermined Chinese ability to resist 
—at least in the north. 

During the war Doihara was transferred to comtnanci of a 
division in the held. It was .severely mauled in figliling in 
Shansi. Doihara is much better known out of Japan than at 
home. In Tokyo his importance is usually minimised, Imt we 
shall hear much of him in this hook. 

Other Military Men 

At the moment of writing, April 1939, four Japanese armie.s 
are in China. First is the Kwantung army, above the Great 
Wall and in Mongolia. Then comes the North China army, 
with headquarters in Peking and Tientsin; then tlie central 
army, hghting along the Yangtze and headquartered at Han¬ 
kow; finally the small force which is in occupation of Canton 
in the extreme south. These armies do not coalesce, and I here 
is no unified command. Each army is autonomous, and Lakes 
orders only from Tokyo, where Itagaki holds the .strings. 
Rivalry between the four is considerable. 

The commander in the north is General Hajimc Sugiyama, 
born in 1880, who was inspector-general of military education 
and later war minister in the first Konoye cabinet. He suc¬ 
ceeded one of the few Japanese generals who is of noble birth. 
General Count Terauchi. The first commander in Central 

^ These are described briefly in Chapters VII and X. 
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China was General Iwane Matsui, who had retired from the 
army and was president of the ‘Great Asia’ society, a chau¬ 
vinist organisation. Matsui, a small man~he weighs ninety- 
nine pounds—was subsequently recalled because the younger 
officers didn’t like him, and after he was accused of losing too 
many men. None of these officers are—or were—Kwantung 
men. 

General Matsui has certain mild eminence as a poet. A 
recent Work: 

Where arises the Yangtze river I fail to see. 

But all the mountains of China in dream I sec; 

How noisy is the League of Nations? 

We have fine roads for kings to follow. 

-drin, April 1938. 

Another officer, and one of great consequence, though at the 
moment he is obscured by Itagaki, is Lieutenant-General 
Yoshijiro Umed/u. He is known as the ‘business-man’ officer, 
and does not like tlie social theories of the left-wing Kwantung 
men. He was several times vice-minister of war, and he nego¬ 
tiated the Ho-Umcdzu agreement; yet he is not in the Japanese 
WJio’s Who. Like top-flight civil servants in England, Uinedzu 
is a tnan of shadow, who retains great power over the permanent 
organisation of his department. He has been called ‘the 
strongest man in the army’, and was given the thankless job of 
cleaning up after the 1956 mutiny. He is an exceptionally 
cautious man. People quote the proverb that ‘he will knock 
stone on a stone bridge before crossing it’, to see that it is safe. 

Japanese Navy 

The navy in Japan is quite a different kettle of metal. The 
army is radical, by and large; the navy is conservative. The 
bulk of army officers were peasant boys; the bulk of naval offi¬ 
cers are sons of tradesmen and aristocrats. Rivalry between 
army and navy is strongly marked. 

There are several reasons why army and navy should be so 
differentiated. For one thing, the imperial naval academy takes 
boys only at seventeen, whereas youngsters can begin army 
training at thirteen.; this means that a boy entering the navy 
must come of a family able to afford four years of private 
schooling. Again, the navy grew out of the shipping interests 
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which rose ailcr the Mciji Rcstonition, particuLuly the 
Mitsubishi concern which had a tremendous maritime busi¬ 
ness; thus the navy personnel is associated with ideas of loreign 
trade. Again, the army was at the beginning dominated by 
Choshu clansmen, whereas the navy represented—more or less 
—the Satsuma clan. Again, the army is an expansionist force, 
which in Manchukuo was forced to undertake ectmom ic ex]ieri- 
ments; the navy is predominantly defensive. 'TogiHlicr tliese 
factors have produced the situation: an agrarian, anti-capitalist 
army versus a conservative, commerce-minded, scmi-atisio- 
cratic navy. 

Naval limitation as established by the treaties of London 
and Washington has lapsed, and the Japanese are building as 
fast as they can to the Anglo-American level. Early in ipgi) 
it was said that Japan was constructing four battleships over 
40,000 tons, armed with sixteen-inch guns, wliich may be the 
mo.st powerful fighting craft in the world. Japan wants a 
navy strong enough in the Pacific to defeat any rival force. 
When it became clear that Japan was ignoring treaty restric¬ 
tions, the United States, Great Britain, and France invoked 
the ‘escalator clause’ of the London Treaty, and raised the 
upper limit for battleships to 45,000 tons. 

One cannot in this space go into the comjtlex issue of naval 
ratios and limitation. There should, however, be room for a 
word about Japanese policy at the 1935 London Conference 
because it throws such sharp light on Japanese charact er. 'Ehe 
conference collapsed because the Japanese, as a matter of pres¬ 
tige, demanded abolition of the Washington ratio, Japan’s 
three to five for America and England. Japan wanted parity, 
i.e., the right of ec[ual tonnage with both Great Britain and 
the United States, even if it did not choose to avail itself of 
this right. The Japanese, however, did not call parity by the 
name ‘parity’; they invented the locution ‘common upper 
limit’. The British and Americans refused to grant jiarity to 
Japan, which would have ended the idea of limitat.ion. 'Fhe 
British suggested the interchange of information, so that each 
country would at least be informed of the building pro¬ 
grammes of the others, since actual limitation seemed impos¬ 
sible. The Japanese refused this, on the gi'ound that they 
could find out about British and American building, but that 
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the British and Americans could not find out what they were 
building, Japan traded on its ability to conceal its naval 
activity. A.s a price for exchange of information, the Japanese 
demanded parity. I’licy said in cdect, ‘If you want to know 
what we arc building, our price is the common upper limit.’ 
And the conference—with little credit to either side—broke 
up. 

The mo.st notable ‘political’ naval officer to-day is Admiral 
Nobumasa Suetsugu, who was Home Minister in the Konoye 
cabinet. As such he was the most Fasci-sl-inclined man in 
Japan; it was he who created the ‘ideological squads’ to root 
out ‘dangerous thinkers’, Suetsugu, born in 1881, is a distin¬ 
guished tactician and submarine commander, but his fame 
rests on his outspokenness and political extremism. He wants 
the navy to expand southward; he was the father of the cam¬ 
paign to take Canton; he once provoked a sensation by saying 
that the white race must be turned out of Asia. At one time 
he was accused of seeking to establish a private army in Japan; 
once, while commander-in-chief of the fleet, he called Colonel 
Lindbergh ‘a spy’. 

The admiral has the common Japanese trait of seeing only 
what he tvants to see. On January 17, 1934, he was quoted in 
the Japan Advertiser as follows: 

‘Let me be frank. A great country like the United States, 
which is self-sufficient, does not need the largest navy in the 
world, which it has at present. Without a big navy, it would 
feel no inconvenience. Its possession of a large navy simply 
menaces other countries. How happy the world would be if the 
United States did not have so big a navy!’ 

Other important naval officers are Admiral Baron Osumi, 
a member of the supreme war council, twice navy minister, 
and a cultured and travelled man; Admiral Osami Nagano, 
also a war council member and former navy minister, who 
represented Japan at the London Naval Conference, and who 
is a picturesque and attractive character; and Admiral Mitsu- 
masa Yonai, the present minister of navy, who lately said that 
if the United States fortifies Guam it will be ‘too bad’. 



CHAPTER IV 


HOW FASCIST IS JAPAN ? 


‘Japan's mission is to lead the world spiritually and intellectually. . , . 
Japan will be the cradle of the new Messiah.’ 

—Yosuku Matsuoka. 

B aron Kiichiro Hiranuma, Cornier president of the privy 
council who became prime mini.ster in January 1939, is a 
lawyer by training, a bureaucrat by profession, a typical enough 
nationalist in aspiration. Fie is seventy-three. For a time he 
was public prosecutor in Tokyo, then a department head in 
the justice ministry, then minister of justice. Poli t ically ambi¬ 
tious, he became head of a patriotic society, the Kokuslion-sha, 
which was a sort of combination of Ku Klux Klan and Ameri¬ 
can Legion, with 40,000 service members. The society stood 
for ‘the Emperor, Nipponism, and all the advantages of 
nationalism. Fascism and communism’. 

In 1936, when he became president of the privy council-— 
a key post—Fliranuma resigned from the Kokuhoti Sha. It 
is said that for years Prince Saionji, the last of llie Elder 
Statesmen, blocked Hiranuma’s path to this job; the old 
prince, a genuine liberal, distrusted Fliranurna’s Ihiscist views. 
But in January 1937, Saionji suggested Hiranuma as prime 
minister—perhaps to squeeze him out of the privy council I'lo.st, 
and push him upstairs to the hurlyburly of active politics. 
Count Ynasa, another of the palace group, went to Saionji’s 
country house to discuss the choice, ‘on the instructions of the 
Emperor’. This is the way it is ‘done’. Ynasa then called on 
Hiranuma, offering him the job, but Hiranuma declitied it 
on the ground that it was too heavy a responsibility. . . 
Then, two years later, Hiranuma was again picked out to be 
prime minister, and this time he could not refuse, 

Baron Hiranuma exemplifies some typical Japanese virtues; 
he is frugal, industrious, laconic. He has' been called the 
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‘Hitler of Japan’; this is nonsense. No one could resemble Hit¬ 
ler less than the infinitely cautious and taciturn Hiranuma, 
who is a dry man, not a demagogue, juridically-minded, and a 
fa(;'ade behind which the army works. He sleeps only lour 
hours a night, whereas Hitler seldom gets up till noon. Once 
during a ninety-minute courerence, he uttered exactly one 
word, and it was ‘NoI’ He likes such exercise as archery and 
fencing; Hitler takes no exercise whatever. However, like 
Hitler, he is a bachelor, a teetotaller, and a vegetarian. 

The prime minister lives in an extraordinary house, said to 
be ‘assassination proof and ‘earthquake proof. Like Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s Imperial Hotel, which withstood the 1933 
earthquake, it is built on a kind of floating foundation to resist 
seismic shocks, and is full of bewildering passage ways, interior 
bridges, and rooms within rooms. It contains, too, various 
devices to imjrede assassins, including secret exits and bomb¬ 
proof doors; one legend—the Japanese scoff at it but not very 
convincingly—is that the prime minister if he is in danger at 
night, can push a button, whereupon, bed and all, he disap¬ 
pears into a steel vault. When one prime minister, General 
Hayashi, moved into the house, he announced that even his 
wife would not know exactly where he slept. This was soon 
after the 1936 mutiny wlien cabinet ministers were still some¬ 
what nervous. Prince Konoyc, Baron Hiranuma’s predecessor 
as prime minister, loathed the house, and used it only as an 
oflice. 

I have given one example of Baron Hiranuma’s somewhat 
remarkable prose style. Let it be spoken from their own 
mouths. Here is another: 

‘Rumours to the effect that the national policy of Japan is 
imperialistic and aggressive should be deplored. It is ignorance 
of the true motives of Japan that leads to such unfounded 
rumours. . . . Any student of Japanese history will recall that, 
since the foundation of the nation, our goal has been peace and 
security. . . . The national policy of Japan is benevolence 
directed towards the good development of all. We wish to extend 
this spirit first to our nationals, secondly to the Far East, and 
third to the rest of the world,’^ 

The italics are mine. They ought to be. 

^ Quotations in this chapter are from the Japan Advertiser, the admirable 
American owned and edited Tokyo daily. 
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Hiranuma knows well t,hat the function of a prime minister 
in Japan is to be an arbiter—if he is strong enough I)clween 
the radical army and the conservative industrialisis. He has 
not found it an easy job. But, cautiously, he seeks a middle 
path. Recently he said that capitalism was not ‘necessarily 
evil’, but that it should benefit society as a whole, not be the 
instrument of private gain. Hiranuma, like so many Japanese, 
likes to think of building a new society without daring to risk 
casting off the old. 


Fascism hi Japan 

Hiranuma has been called a Fascist, and at this point we 
must examine critically the position of Japan in regard to 
Fascism. Is Japan a Fascist state? We know of course, that 
Germany and Italy are its allies in the Anti-Comintern Fact. 
We know that Japan, even if it has borrowed some socialist 
ideas, is bitterly anti-communist, as arc the oilier h’asdst 
countries. What else? What other characteristics of Fascism 
have the Japanese, those assiduous mimics, accpiircd? 

Fascism is an extraordinarily difficult tind elusive concept to 
define. Perhaps one might list some Fascist chtiracteristics, 
and see in what measure Japan shares them. First, Fa.scism 
is distingui.shed hy the Fiihrcr Printip, by the totalitarian 
rule of a single mart, a Hitler or Mussolini, 'riicrc is no such 
man in Japan. The Emperor-is a symbo’l, not a leader. Second, 
a Fascist state is ruled by an exclusive ma.ss jiarty, like the 
I^azis. There is no such mass parly in Japan. Third, Fascism 
is served by totalitarian private armies, like the Blackshirts in 
Italy. But there are noshirted organisatums in Jap,-m---exf;cpt 
the khaki of the army. 

The conventional Marxist definition of Fasci.sm is that it is 
the last stand of private monopoly capitalism again.st social 
revolution. I do not find this definition very satisfactory, .since 
it ignores the considerable revolutionary element in Fascism. 
It ignores the fact that Fascism borrows heavily from Marxism, 
and make.s a pretence at least of establishing a social order in 
which some of the extravagances of capitalism are curtailed. 
Under Fascism both capital and labour are at the mercy of the 
state, which is the supreme embodiment of economic a.s well 
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as political authority. From this point of view Japan is cer¬ 
tainly a Fasti.st .stale, thougli the capitalists are still wriggling. 

Again, Fascism stands for race. In this Japan is Fascist, since 
it believes in Japanese racial integrity. Fascism is nationalist, 
it is aggressive, and it is militant. Japanese policy fdls the 
Fascist bill in these particulars. Fascism makes war, and Japan 
makes war. Fascism suppresse.s civil liberties; so docs Japan, 
but it should in all fairness be stated that the Japanese Govern¬ 
ment is not nearly ,so repre.ssivc as the governments of Hitler 
or Mussolini. Japanese politicians still argue with some 
freedom; Japanese trade unions still exist on the old model, 
and strikes are still legal, (hough frowned upon; the Japanese 
press still has a voice, even if it whispers more than it shouts. 

Fascism is anti-Semitic, And herewith a pretty story. The 
japane.se saw that anti-Semitism in Germany stnved a useful 
purpose (the same purpose .served by persecution of the kulak.s 
in the U.S.S.R.); the government needed someone to attack, 
since attack on a helpless minority was an excellent device for 
releasing internal pressure, for promoting domestic enthusi¬ 
asm. So the Japanese began to encourage anti Semitic speeches 
and exhibits. I’hey wanted someone, not merely tlie Chinese, 
to whack at; they chose the inevitable scapegoat, the Jews. (In¬ 
deed it was difficult for them to whack at the Chinese, since 
the ollicial yarn i.s that Japan is ‘liberating’ its ‘friends’, the 
Chinese pco]3le.) But the anti-Semitic campaign failed ignora- 
iniomsly. Reason: tlierc are no Jews in the country, and the 
Japanese did not understand what anti-Semitism was.' Of 
course, if the Japanese wish to name what they really consider 
the enemy, they can do so easily enough: the white race. This 
produces a nice paradox. We whites, whom Flitler calls 
Aryans, are Jews to Japan. 

Finally, Fasci.sm is distinguished by what might be called 
the totalitarian instinct, that i.s, submission to national unity 
and solidarity under an authoritative regime. This instinct 
certainly exists in Japan. It exists so strongly, in fact, that 
one might suggest that there is no need for the Japanese to 
adopt supplementary Fascist ideas. A totalitarian .system is 
unnecessary; everyone is obedient anyway. The enormous 

'■But in January 1939 it was announced that no Jewish refugees from 
Germany would be allowed entry to the Japanese areas of China. 
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disciplinai-y machine of Fascism is useless, since conformity is 
ingrained in Japanese nature. Army and Emperor arc enough. 

There are, however, .several cxlrcinist politicians in Japan 
who think in overt. Fascist terms, d’akc I’oshio Shiraloii, for 
instance, who was .spokesman in the Foreign (Jdicc lor a time, 
who is now Aniba.ssador to Rome, and who m:iy somt' day be a 
rightist foixign minister. Mr. Shiratori told Anne ITotvard, a 
recent interviewer for the United Press'. T wclctmic the term 
Fasci.sm as I do the term (olalitarianism. Tlierc has been 
enough Anglo-Saxon inlliieiice in this counlry. Il i.s lime we 
alliccl ourselves with Italy and Uermany. 'I'lie “glass Iion.se” 
democracy of the JJniicd Slates and the eommunism ol Soviet 
Russia go hand in hand.’ 

In theory Japan is a constitutional monarchy (of a peculiar 
kind) operating through the mcchani.sm of parliamentary 
democracy. The paraphernalia i.s still iniact: universal man¬ 
hood suffrage (since 1925); a bi-cameral legislaltii'i'; cabinet 
and privy council; a party system. BiU the Diet incels only 
a few months a year, and may be protogned at the Ihnprror’.s 
will, i.e. the will of tho.sc nearest him; and the cahim't can do 
almost anything it wants, withotu regard to vesponsibilily to 
parliament. The two great political j'lartieK, the Seiyiikai and 
Minseito, are in decay; there arc only two jiarly men in the 
present cabinet. And if the army dislikes llie result of an elec¬ 
tion—as in May ipgy—it has its own methods of counter¬ 
balancing it. That election was in a way a rebuke to the 
miUtary. So promptly the mvlifavy initialed the wav in China. 

A movement to abolish the parliamentary facade and to 
inaugurate a single Fascist-totalitarian party replacing the old 
parties began several years ago. Atnong the jioliticians behind 
it were Baron Hiranuma and Admiral Suctsugu; its Icadcnship 
was to go to Prince Konoyc, who later became prime minister. 
The machinery was to have been an organisation with the 
fancy name of Central League for National Spiritual Mobilisa¬ 
tion. But the plan collapsed. Konoye became shy of (he idea, 
and other leaders were coy. Apparently they feared that Ja]ian 
was not ready for such a formally totalitarian step. Then 
came national preoccupation with the China war, wliidi made 
it in a way unnecessary. 
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One of llic f;iLhcrs ol Lhe single party idea was a rcniarkably 
explosive young olliccr, Clolonel Kingoro HashimoLo, who tvas 
retired from active service after the 1936 mutiny, and whose 
name was connec ted later witli I he Panay incident. Hashiraoto, 
presumahly with the hacking ol the army—which was finding 
the political situation irksome- -organised a group known as 
the Japanese Youth Party. 7 ’fie interuatiottal ideas ol' Colonel 
PlashimoLo :md his group deserve a word. Oidy hy incessant 
quotation can I hope to make clear the extremity of view of 
prominent Japanese: 

‘Britain, the United States, and France are the sinking sun 
at dusk. . . . National socialists and Fascists arc the crescent 
moon against the evening sky. The Soviets are a bright star 
of early night . . . but adequate only to illuminate a corner of 
the sky. 'filings can revive only in the morning sunlight of 
great Japan. ... I am looking far and wide for pure-hearlcd 
youths to work for the cause of the imperial nation, whose 
policy is to write itself in letters of fire in tlie eight corners 
of the universe,’ 

Tlie chief present manifestation of Fascism in Japan is the 
National Mobilisation Law, passed on March 3, 1938, despite 
vigorous opposition by those members of the Diet still with 
courage to o]iposc it. The hill is a kind of Enabling Act, in¬ 
sisted upon by the army, which gives the government complete 
control of the resources and productive capacity of the nation. 
It was drafted hy the Government Planning Board; it em¬ 
powers the government Lp 

Determine wages and labour conditions. 

Control exports and imports. 

Expropriate goods, plants, land, houses, mines, water rights. 
Fix transportation charges. 

Store raw materials. 

Make vocational censuses. 

Subsidize industry. 

Censor publications. 

This is certainly totalitarianism of a very complete kind, 
but almost all governments adopt totalitarian measures in time 
of war. Britain and the United States did so in the Great War. 
Not all the provisions of the Mobilisation Law have yet been 
invoked. There was a fierce dispute in November 1938, when 
the industrialists and civilians, fearful at last that they were 
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being socialised, sumtnoncd sLrcngdi tor a Iasi diuh fight 
against application of Article XI ol the law, whicli provides lor 
government control ot private profits and dividends. The 
array fought back, and a coniprurnisc was reached, liniiling 
profits of any business enterprise to ten per cent lot the dura¬ 
tion of the war. (Ten per cent? Not badl) 

Another totalitarian creation is ihc newly organised ‘China 
Affairs Board’, which will control cxiiloitation and dcvdo|)- 
ment of the areas occupied in China by tlie Japanese. This 
follows the example of Manchukuo, which wo sludl soon 
inspect. 

A word about the traditional political parties. In a vague 
sense the Minseilo (179 sears) is ‘liberal’, and tlie Sciyukai 
(175 seats) ‘conservative’, but there is little serious dillcrcnce 
between them. The Min.scito tended to repre.sent conmiercc, 
trade, and the urban commimitie.s, and for a time was more 
or less allied to the Mitsubishi financial interests. Tlie Sciyu¬ 
kai was the party, by and large, of the aristocrats and landlords; 
the Mitsui interests supported it, though Mitsui was never .so 
unintelligent—in the days when Japan was more of a democ¬ 
racy—to put all its eggs in one basket. 

The leader of the 'Minseilo is sevcnty-five-yctir-old Chuji 
Machida, an old line parliamentarian. He was the son of a 
Samurai; he had a distinguished career as a ]niv;tle btinker, 
and then went into politics. The man behitul him, the c hief 
secretary of the Minseilo, is Sachio Saktiratichi, whose origins 
are humble; he began life as a tofu (bean curd) pedlar. 'I'he 
Minseilo has traditionally .stood for peace with China and a 
pacific foreign policy, but nowadays it adjusts itself—what re¬ 
mains ot it—to the prevailing winds. In January tejj^p it came 
out for establishment of an ‘East Asiatic League' comprising 
Japan, Manchukuo, and China. 

The Sciyukai is at present in a state of disorganisation. It 
has had no single leader since the retireraenl of aged Dr, Kisa- 
buro Suzuki in 1956, and is managed by a board of four men; 
of the four the most interesting is Chikuhei Nakijanui, the 
minister of railways and former head of a prospcroirs aviation 
company. Though a civilian, he might be called a triple- 
threat man from a military point of view: he served in the 
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army, went lo Lhc naval engineering school, and travelled 
abroad to study aviation. He was the first Japanese to get a 
pilot’s licence in the United States. Nakijatna became minister 
ol railwtiys partly liccausc he is indc[)cndently rich and honest. 
At the time ol his appointment no lower than three railway 
ex-mi tiistcrs were in jail, all having been charged with 
corruption. 

Etirly in 1939 it was said that General Koiso, former chief 
of .stall ol the Kwantung array, would become head of the 
Seiyukai. His choice would confirm the current trend. 

Prince Fmniniaro Konoye 

‘1 was a gloomy youth in my .student days, with an inclination to read c.v- 
trernist literature fiom tlie west.’ 

—Prince Konoye. 

One of the mo.st interesting men in Asia is the subtle, com¬ 
plex, dillident and dillicult Prince Fumimaro Konoye, prime 
minister of Japan—though he never wanted the job and dis¬ 
liked it con.siclerably—from May 1937 to January 1939, and 
thereafter minister witliotu portfolio. Last summer I talked 
with him in Itis modest country house in Ogikubo, near Tokyo. 
His windows show a rolling valley that might be Surrey or 
Connecticut, except for the pond full of lotus petals. 

Prince Konoye is tall for a Japanese, just under six feet. 
Because he is so tall, he hates to travel; Japanese railway berths 
do not hold him comfortably. Sleek, handsome, clean shaven, 
with close cropped hair (he goes to the barber every five days), 
Konoye seems younger than his age. He became prime 
minister at forty-six, the younge,st (with one exception) in 
Japanese history; and forty-six is practically infanthood in 
Japan, where venerability counts as it docs in England. A 
Japanese, like an Englishman, can be a rising young parlia¬ 
mentarian at fifty-five. 

Konoye i.s a patrician. His aristocratic fingers seem eight 
inches long. His manner is reserved; the head is held high 
I and tilted; the glance, underneath long lashe.s, is almost super¬ 
cilious. He is rather Balfoutesque; he gives the impression 
of political dilettautLsm. He seems to lack energy—or perhaps 
he is bored: after each sentence comes a sigh and a pause for 
breath. His subtlety of mind is considerable, and so i.s his 
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humiiily. He is one of the very tew Japanese ever to have 
refused the premiership; ivhen in 1937 lie finally did lake the 
job, he announced that he was not capable ol holding it. His 
sense of humour is considered odd. 

His friends say that he makes a cult of languor. When, 
visiting America in 1934, he played golf in Washington, he 
would break off tlic game alter two or three holes. He seldom 
makes appointments before I'l a.tu., and his unpuncttiality is 
the de.spair of secretaries. Oucc he could not bear to face the 
Diet—the discussion concerned the National Mobilisai ion Law 
—and he simply went to bed for a week, pleading ill health; 
the journalists in Tokyo called it a ‘lie-down’ strike. To make 
sure that he woidd be on time for a recent radio address, he 
stayed overnight in town, not caring to risk a journey from 
the country (the drive takes twenty niintilcs) at lo a,m., which 
seemed to him the grisly equivalent of dawn. 

He belongs to one of the great families of Japan: his blood 
is so special that, literally, a Japanese scientist recently sug¬ 
gested medical tests for civil servants, to favour men with a 
peculiar ‘O type’ of blood which Konoye has. He comes from 
one of the five families of court nobles, all of them offshoots 
of the Ftijiwaras, from which tniditionally the Empress must 
be chosen. The Konoye branch dates from a.d. igos. But 
the Konoyes trace their descent far behind that; they say that, 
like the Emperor, they are of divine origin, descendants of 
the god Amenokoyane who welcomed Amatcrasu, another 
deity, when she came to earth. 

Konoye was born in Tokyo in October 1891. lie was the 
eldest son of Prince Atsumaro Konoye, who was president of 
the House of Peers—a position corresponding to that of land 
Chancellor in England. The father was an intimate associate 
of Prince Saionji, the last Genro and Saionji, then Ambassador 
to Vienna, took him there. Thirty-five years later Saionji 
similarly took young Konoye, the present prince, abrotid; lie 
was one of Saionji’s secretaries at the Paris Peace Conference. 
Thus—another example—docs old Prince Saionji span the 
generations. 

Konoye’s mother died eight days after his birth. The father 
composed two poems, one of them a dirge for his wife, the 
other a lament for his baby son, ‘who thereafter must be reared 
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by nurses’. The father died at forty-one. From 1904 on, 
young Prince Konoyc was an orphan. He was a lonely, un¬ 
happy child, fie had little money. It is recorded that the 
young prince became ‘melancholy and bitter, brooding over 
social injustice and absorbing Marxist philosophy’. 

Indeed Konoye left the University of Tokyo, where he first 
matriculated, to attend lectures by Professor ICawakami, a 
radical economist and student of Marx, at the University of 
Kyoto. He came under the influence of Tolstoy, and wrote a 
youthful pamphlet on social justice. He decided to renounce 
his titles and emigrate to the United States. He records: ‘I 
began to feel interest in the social sciences. . . . Dr. Kawakami 
gave me two books, the Life of Karl Marx by John Spargo, and 
Contemporary Social Problems by Professor Achille Loris, of 
Trieste, Italy.’ When I saw Prince Konoye I asked him about 
this Marxist ‘period’. He smiled, hut liis secretary blushed 
furiously that I should bring up such a gruesome topic. 

Then came a dominating event. Young Konoye sent to pay 
respects to his father’s old friend, Prince Saionji. ‘My first 
impression was not good,’ Konoye records, ‘because Saionji 
(who was at least forty years his .senior) treated me like a 
superior, using the expression “Your Excellency,’’ whereas I 
was only a humble student. I thought he was making a fool 
of me. So I didn’t call on him again.’ After graduation 
Konoye chanced to meet him. This time the old man talked 
‘in a full and very frank manner’. He .saw the struggle in the 
youth’s mind, and sought to give him comfort and advice. 
‘Prince Saionji said that I should become a provincial governor. 
Fie thought everyone could be a provincial governor, since 
he himself had been one at eighteen. When told that to be¬ 
come a governor was not easy, the Prince advised me to enter 
the service of some political party. I, however, did not have 
the courage to enter a political party.’ More and more inter¬ 
ested in this strange young man, Saionji persuaded him to 
come to Paris with him. 

Konoye returned to Japan, forgot his Marxist leanings, took 
his hereditary seat in the Flouse of Peers, and in 1933 became 
its president, the same position his father had helcl. Aside 
from occupying this post, he took no active role in politics 
until he became prime minister. 



88 


INSIDE ASIA 


His Strength in the premiership came, first, because he xvas 
favourably regarded by the Emperor, second because the army 
respected him, third because he was an independent in pol ii ics, 
xvith no clique controlling him, and no axe to grind. He had 
no enemies, and very little personal ambilion. But he didn’t 
like the job, since he xvas in the uncomfortable position of hav¬ 
ing to accept responsibility xvithout real poxver. He several 
times attempted to resign, but the xvar came, and he could 
not leave office without causing loss of face to the nation. 

Txvice he had to reshuffie his cabinet, as army demands for 
political control became more pressing. He got rid of Koki 
Hirota as foreign minister, and in May 1938 acceded to the 
appointment of General Itagaki as minister of xvar. A few 
months later occurred the Mobilisation Bill crisis. His civilian 
ministers came to open conflict xvith the military; his foreign 
minister, General IJgaki, who opposed the creation of tlie 
China Board and xvho was willing to make some concession to 
the British in regard to opening the Yangtze and otherwise 
reducing Japanese military pressure in China, had 10 go. The 
army demanded the final word in everything. So, after an 
interx'al, Konoye went too. But it is doubtful if he disagreed 
basically with army sentiment. 

Konoye married the second daughter of Viscount Takanori 
Mori, of a distinguished family. He has two brothers, one of 
them a poet, the other a competent musician who is conductor 
of a Tokyo orchestra devoted to Occidental music. He has txvo 
sons. One promises to be a lix^ely lad. As a student at Prince¬ 
ton, he was a champion golfer, and xvas voted the boy in his 
class most likely to succeed;, then he failed to get his degree. 
When, in October 1937, President Roosevelt made his Chicago 
speech denouncing the aggressor nations, young Konoye said, 
‘The speech was nothing much—or at least I hope not.’ When 
his father made his first speech to the Diet as prime minister, 
he announced, ‘It may be impolite to say so, but fat tier’s speech 
did not impress me.’ The young man is noxv in Tokyo, pre¬ 
paring for a career in journalism. His father’s great friend 
Yukichi Iwanaga, head of the Domei news service, gave him his 
first job. 

During the premiership, despite great pressure. Prince 
Konoye tried to take a moderate line. His main idea was to 
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win the war as quickly as possible; and though recognition 
had been withdrawn from the Nanking Government, he 
wanted to find a formula for negotiation with Chiang Kia-shek, 
if he w^oidd prove himself ‘sincere’. Konoye was asked once 
if the growing coalescence between England and France did 
not weaken japan’s faith in the power of the Gcrman-Italian 
comliination and hence in the value to Japan of the Anti- 
Comintern Pact. He paused long before replying. ‘AhI’ he 
exclaimed. ‘But we would like England to join the Anti- 
Comintern Pact too!’ 

When Hitler took the Sudetenland in October 1938, 
Konoye’s hearty congratulations were among the first received. 

Nobles and Peers 

The composition of the upper house of the Diet is peculiar. 
First come hereditary princes and marquesses; incidentally the 
number of these is limited, since Japanese are commoners until 
the titled father dies; sons do not, as in England, take on lesser 
titles while aw'aiting inheritance. Lower categories of nobility 
come next; they choose from among themselves members for 
seven-year periods. Then there are peers appointed to the Diet 
by the throne: distinguished edticatons, scientists, and the like, 
some of whom serve for life, some for seven years. Finally the 
fifteen richest taxpayers in each prefecture elect one of tliem- 
selves for a seven-year term. 

Nobility in Japan is in three categories. First come mem¬ 
bers of the Imperial House, wdio arc outside politics. Next are 
great court nobles, like the Fujiwaras and Konoyes, who have 
had titles for centuries. The third group comprises those whose 
titles were created after the Meiji Restoration, when—roughly 
on the English model—-a peerage ranging from viscount to 
prince w^as set up. Roughly 600 peers have been named in 
seventy years; one reason for creating the system was to break 
the power of the old feudal barons.* 

* Titles are by no means universally popular in Japan. My friend 
Frank Hedges tells me that the great financier Dr. Dan, who was murdered 
when he was head of the House of Mitsui, refused a title twice. Finally he 
consented to be named a Baron, partly because, a democrat of democrats, 
he was fatigued even by his innocuous title Doctor (he was a Ph. D, from 
the Ma.ssachusetts Institute of Technology); the ruse did not work, because 
promptly he was dubbed ‘Baton Dr. Dan.’ 
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The most eminent of present-day nobles is probably Prince 
lycsato Tokugawa. He is an adopted son of the last Shogun; if 
there had been no Meiji Restoration,Tokugawa—he is seventy- 
seven—would be Shogun now, ruler of Japan. Tlie old man is 
married to a Konoye princc.ss. He was for twenty-four years 
president of (he House of Peers—between two IConoyes—and 
was chief Japanese delegate at the Washington Disarmament 
Conference. Pie is head of the japanc.se Red Cross and was 
chairman of the Japan Olympic Commit tee; when the army 
cancelled the 1040 Olympic games scheduled for Tokyo, the 
news was at first withheld from Tokugawa, because his family 
feared it would break his heart. 

Foreign Office 

A squat, decisive, red-faced, bullet-headed liille man. Not 
more than five foot four, and seemingly as broad. The vigour 
of a man of thirty. The hiss of Japanese politeness increased 
almost to a whistle. Punch and clarity in the conversation. 
This is General Kasunari Ugaki, until late in 1938 the foreign 
minister of Japan.' 

Ugaki wa.s—and is—a moderate. Konoye chose him as 
foreign minister hoping that he would be a bridge between 
the civil administrat Ion and the military. But the army hated 
him, though he was one of its own. This wa.s because, when 
minister of war in 1924, he cut the Japanese army by two 
divisions (perhaps 50,000 men), and reduced military expendi¬ 
ture by 20,000,000 yen per year pursuant to the Shidebara 
policy of peace. In 1937 Ugaki was named prime minister, 
but he could not form a cabinet; the army radicals refused to 
give him a minister of war. I'bey pushed him out of the 
Foreign Office the next year. 

Ugaki is a picturesque and attractive character, who may 
conceivably come back. He was born in Okayama prefecture 
in 1868; he belongs, like Baron Hiranuma, to what is called 
the ‘Okayama circle’. His origins were humble; as a youth 
he taught school for six yen per month. He managed to get 

^The given name is sometimes romanised to Kasashigi instead of 
Kasunari. Kasunari means literally ‘To Become First’. Ugaki adopted 
it when he entered military academy. And he became Erst in his class. 
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into the mililaiy academy, and had an excellent career; for 
seven years he was governor-general ot Korea. He is widely 
read, and inlcllcctually more curious than most Japanese. He 
likes to drink. 

General Ugaki wa.s succeeded in the Foreign Office by a 
career diplomat, a much le.s.s striking man, and one who is 
assumed to be more pliable in the hands ol the military— 
Hachiro Arita, a former ambas.sador to China. As a profes¬ 
sional diplomat he has never expresssed views on politics; as a 
China specialist he is competent. He was born in 1884, and 
has served in Manchuria, Siam, China, Washington, and 
Brussels. When his appointment was announced the Japanese 
press said that it ‘lacked vitality’, though in a former term as 
foreign minister he signed the Anti-Comintern Pact. 

A favourite game in Tokyo is to try to determine what the 
rank and file of Foreign Office men think of the policies the 
army makes them adopt. A .safe guess is that most approve of 
army design, and dislike army tactics. Most of their work is 
finding expostfacto excuses for what the army does. 

I'he old school Foreign Office men arc, however, severely 
ignored in Ifitkyo these days. In 1938 fourteen active ambassa¬ 
dors and ministers were cooling their heels in the outer 
corridors, awaiting netv posts. Military influence in Japan has 
another odd characteristic; it .seems to infect the foreigners 
assigned to duty (here. Actually five members of the dip¬ 
lomatic corps to-day are former military attaches, including 
the German Ambassador General Ott and the Mexican Mini¬ 
ster General Aguilar. 


The Amiable Flirofa 

Iff 

Mr. Koki (‘Cocky’) Hir)?>ta, a bright and forceful man, was 
General Ugaki's immediate prcdece.ssor at the Foreign Office. 
Previously he had been a prime minister; and specialists in 
protocol say that he erred in accepting a lesser post after 
having been on top. To which Mr. Hirota’s friends would 
say that he was self-sacrificing, that he would take any job to 
serve his country; and to which his enemies assert that he takes 
what crumbs he can get, because he is tremendously ambitious 
—a ‘subtle equilibrist in careerism’, I heard it said. 
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Hirota was born in 1S78. He was a poor boy,‘ whose I'alher 
was a Slone ciUter. Hirola has no noble or Samurai blood. He 
struggled to get an education, and came under the inlhience 
of the nationalist philosopher Toyama, in whose neighbour¬ 
hood he li\ cd. He entered the diplomatic service in 1 goG, and 
has scrs-cd widely abroad. In ’Washington he was very po]mlar. 
He is called a ‘deadly earnest’ man, whose only avocation is 
the collet lion of tulip bulbs. 

An important item in Hirota’.s career is his mcmhershi|) in 
the Black Dragon society, the most potent and militant of the 
200 odd semi-secret societies which infest Japan. 'J’he Black 
Dragon, a collection of young men devoted to active pan- 
Asia policy, reached great importance after the Great War, 
though its roots are older; originally it derives from (he \oshi — 
unemployed Samurai who had no place in society after the 
Meiji Restoration. In the Black Dragon are hooligans, army 
oHicers, chauvinistic politicians, avowed terrorists, quite re¬ 
spectable cabinet ministers and secret agents who worked 
closely with the Military Intelligence in continental Asia. 
Japanese ideographs for ‘Black Dragon’ are identictil with 
those of ‘Amur River’, which is an interesting coincidence, if 
coincidence it be—since the Amur River is the frontier be¬ 
tween Manchukuo and the Soviet Union, w'here Jiiptmesc im¬ 
perialist ambitions are high. 

Hirota’s policy was frankly ‘positive’. It was he, as foreign 
minister, who announced that Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 
would be beheaded when—or if—the Japanese got him. 
Recently he said: 

‘The United States should keep her hands off Far Eastern 
AfTaira and place implicit confidence in Japan’s efforts to 
maintain peace’ (again!) ‘and order in Asia. The world should 
be divided into three parts, under the influence of American, 
European, and Asiatic Monroe doctrines.’ 

The Japanese often seek to justify their conquest of China 
by adducing the ‘analogy’ of the Monroe Doctrine. Thi.s is 
nonsense, of course, The United States never invaded the 


' Once he asked for a job as translator to General Pershing, then 
American military attache in Japan. 
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South American coniineiiL by force of arms in order to preserve 
the Monroe or any other doctrine. 

The Extremist Fringe 

One cannot but begin with the incredible Araki. General 
Baron Sadao Araki, born in 1 Syy in Tokyo of a Samiuai family, 
former minister of war and present minister of education, is 
the extreme type of military chauvinist. He is the most pro¬ 
nouncedly anti Russian man in Japan. Also he is a good deal 
of a mystic, and sometliing of a philosopher. 

The old general has a hot temper and a quick tongue, and 
his indiscretions, particularly in regard to the U.S.S.R., have 
once or twice caused embarrassment. Once he was quoted by 
an interviewer for the /c;pan Advertiser as hinting that Japan, 
in signing the Anti-Comintern Pact, was inlluenccd by oppor¬ 
tunist motives. A storm of protest came from Japanese o/licials. 
Negotiations began between the Advertiser and the general. 
Finally the Advertiser printed a brief statement: ‘General 
Baron Araki has asked the Japan Advertiser to amplify an 
interpretat ion conveyed to an interviewer last week. In addi¬ 
tion to sharing a cotnraon antijiathy towards the Comintern, 
Japan entered the Pact, says Araki, because of certain natural 
and spiritual affinities between the Fascist countries, and there 
was in no sense a feeling of “expediency” which might suggest 
"sacrifice of moral principles for the sake of an end”.’ 

Soon afterwards Araki gave an interview to the Tokyo corre¬ 
spondent of the Associated Press, in which he asserted that a 
war between Japan and Russia wms inevitable and necessary 
—an opinion which, indeed, most Japanese officers would sup¬ 
port, though it was maladroit to state it openly. The Russians 
raised pained eyebrows, and asked the A.P. if the interview 
were authorised. The general said, ‘Let the Russians protest 
to met’ 

Sometimes Araki is misquoted because his language is so 
difficult. lie likes Oriental imagery and abstractions. He 
talks in metaphor and allegory. Once, in fact, a distinguished 
American newspaper executive saw him, and never under¬ 
stood a word he said, though an expert interpreter was present. , 
When he talks—a storm of eloquent words—he scribbles on a 
piece of paper, then ceremoniously signs the paper, gives it to 
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the interviewer. Sometimes he scrawls jrictures of tigers, some¬ 
times maps ot Manchukuo, souielimes iridcciphciablc designs. 

His house is full of tiger heads and skins. He was born in 
the month det'oted to the tiger by the Japanese zodiac. He 
also preserves carefully a stufled crane and a stuffed tortoise, 
which arc symbols of old age. Other decorations are suits of 
medieval armour and chain mail, d'hese ornaments aside, he 
is a frugal man. He disapprot'cs of sake, and cultivates the 
Spartan virtues. He saw to it that his son entered the army 
as a common conscript. He fencc,s—against a robot—every 
morning. 

Araki, though of Samurai de.scent, lived as a youth in ex¬ 
treme povert)’. At the age of fourteen he was an apprentice 
in a soya bean factory. He entered the army, fought in the 
Russo-Japane.se war, and during the World War was attached 
to the Japanese military mission in Moscow; he learned Rus¬ 
sian, and ever since ha.s been more interested in Russia than 
in any country—except Japan. As minister of war, it was 
his custom to \ isit relative.s of dead soldiers incognito; they 
would be informed simply that an ‘officer’ tvouid come to 
see them. 

He once told a friend that he disliked Napoleon, whom he 
called a professional warmakcr. He said; 

‘Napoleon could do nothing except kill his enemies. Viewed 
from my point of view, which is that of the Japanese Imperial 
Army, a messenger of world peace,' (again!) ‘Napoleon was a 
hateful being with vicious attributes. The armies of Fairope 
are organs for the executions of militarism. . . . The imperial 
army of Japan is ever peaceful in its message.’ 

Once communists broke up an Araki meeting. A ninetceu- 
year-old boy was arrested as the ringleader. The boy’s father 
went to the general to apologise, and Araki summoned the 
boy. The Japan Advertiser says: 

‘In the interview that followed between the general and the 
somewhat^frightened student, the general patiently listened to 
the youth s views on communism and why he believed in it. 
The general then engaged his visitor in philosophic discussion 
and in the end convinced the young man that his conception 
ot radicalism was in substance identical with die national 
unpenalism of Japan,’ 
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Araki, it is said, wept when the Lytton Commission refused 
to believe his testimony that the occupation of Manchuria was 
‘peacefid’. When army rautincers attempted to kill off the 
civilian cabinet in 1930, Araki was minister of war. He 
re.signcd, but was prevailed upon to withdraw his rc.signalion. 

Another Japanese rightist with mystical overtones is the 
redoubtable eig'hty-live-year-old Mifsura Toyama, likewise an 
apostle of pan-Asian nationalism, who has been called Japan’s 
‘superman’. For a time he ate only grass and leaves. Once, 
competing in endurance with a Zen priest, he sat motionless, 
sleepless, foodless, waterless, and silent, for five days and five 
nights. Even in midwinter, he refuses to heat his house, and 
sits in a kimono on a bearskin. Once he was arrested after a 
political opponent had been bombed and injured. No damag¬ 
ing evidence was found among his effects—except a lot of love- 
letters. 

Toyama is a native of Fuknoaka pmvince, like his jirotege 
Hirota. For a time his activity was spiritual and literary; he 
was a kind of Japanese Tagore, and ‘a,spircd to transcend 
human nature as far as possible’. Then he became intere.sted 
in Asiatic nationalist movements; he was a close friend and 
associate of the Chinese revolutionary leader Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 
and for eight years he contrived to keep hidden an exiled 
Indian agitator. Rash Bchari Bose, who fled to Japan in 1915, 
though tlie British tried to extradite him. He wantccl to 
liberate the Philippines from their ‘oppressors’. Then Toyama 
turned to nationalism more exclusively Japanese, and reached 
great fame and influence as head of the Black Dragon Society. 

Too old now to take active part in politics, Toyama is a 
waning influence. But few men in Japan arc more revered. 
It is said that he is the only man in the country who can col¬ 
lect a crowd of 50,000 on two hours’ notice. 

Another Fuknoaka man, Seigo Nakano, is the leader of the 
only outright Fascist party in Japan. A youthful nationalist 
of extreme views, he became a journalist, then visited Europe 
and saw Hitler and Mussolini; returning to Japan he founded 
the Tohokai group in the Diet, which admits to being Fascist. 
Nakano is a highly articulate young man. He wants vigorous 
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prosecution of the war in China, and a reformed industrial and 
social structure in Japan. Recently his f^roup alisotbed the 
Social Mass or ‘labour’ party. 

A senii-Fascist party is the Kokumin Domei (People’s 
League), led by the former minister of communications, Ken/o 
Adachi, born in 1864, and nicknamed 'God of Elections’. He 
has sat in the Diet thirteen times in a row. Like so many 
Japanese ‘patriots’ be is a direct aclionist with a tendency to 
justify direct action by appeals to mysticism. Adachi was one 
of the bright young men who prepared for the annexation of 
Korea by political intrigue there; he was accused of comi)licity 
in the murder of the Korean queen, and served a term in jail. 
Later he built an ‘Eight Saints’ Hall’ for pilgrims, where 
his eight heroes arc enshrined; Christ, Buddha, Confucius, 
Socrates, Mohammed, Lao Tsc, and two Japanese saints, Kobe 
Daishi and Nichiren. 

Matsiioka in Mid-Career 

‘To wait for political parlies to improve is like waiting for pigs to Hy.’ 

—Yo.suke Matsuoica. 

In a cla,ss by himself among Japanese politicians is Yosuke 
Matsuoka, who was once a bus-boy in a Seattle hotel, who is 
now president of the South Manchuria Railway, probably the 
biggest business enterprise in the Japanese empire. Matsuoka 
came of good family; he is a prominent member of the Choshu 
clan. He was born in 1880, and went to America at ttvelve, 
where he worked his way through the University of Oregon, 
He entered the diplomatic service, and was the slippery and 
unquenchable Japanese delegate at Geneva during the occu¬ 
pation of Manchuria. He is easier to talk to than most 
Japanese; at Geneva he was as hard to grasp a.s an eel, but nor¬ 
mally he is exceptionally concrete in conversation, a practical 
man, a realist. 

Listen to him on the China war; 

‘At last Japan is in for the final, the knock-out decision. . . . 
The task calls for heroic surgery. . . . Japan will permit no 
foreign interference whatever. ... A historic fact dominates 
Asia like Mt. Fuji—without Japan, there can be no China. . . . 
We are free to admit that Japan has been exceedingly annoying to 
her neighbour China. And what expanding country ever failed 
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to be trying to its neighbours? Ask the American Indian or 
Mexican how excruciatingly trying the young CJ.S.A. was once 
upon a time. . . . Japan’s expansion, like that of America, is 
as natural as the growth of a child. Only one thing can stop 
the growth of a child—death. 

‘What is Japan fighting for? For the fulfilment of her 
mission in Asia. That is the whole answer.’ 

This is candour of a type extrcuicly rare in Japan. 

Returning from Geneva Matsuoka entered politics, and 
became a deputy. In 1933, fed up, he resigned his scat, and 
also his position in the Seiyukai party. Fie announced that 
he no longer believed in political parties, and set up an organ¬ 
isation for their extinction. ‘If there is to be a rebirth to the 
nation,' he said, 'the parliamentary system must be abolished. 
I believe the future of japan lies in . . . the establishment of 
government by the Emperor.’ Then he became a 'Showa 
Restorationist’, i.e. one who sought to ‘redeem’ Japan by 
stronger service to the ruler. 

Matsuoka’s movement was a failure. Few deputies imitated 
his resignation, and soon the ‘Showa Restoration’ group be¬ 
came severely unpopular, because the 1936 army mutineers 
used the phrase. Matsuoka spent several years in the wildcr- 
ncs.s, frying to organise a single political party. ‘Neo-Nippon- 
ism’ (whatever that may mean) became his creed. Then he 
was appointed suddenly to the presidency of the South Man¬ 
churia Railway, one of the biggest jobs in Japan. It was called 
the greatest ‘come-back’ in Japane.se political history. 

In 1939 it w'as reported that Mat.suoka was resigning his 
railway job. He is exceptionally ambitious, and is probably 
feeling the itch for politics again: he was said to be scheduled 
for an important post directing the new agencies ‘developing’ 
the China conquests. 


Opposition—If Any 

Until recently the Japanese equivalent to His Majesty’s 
Loyal Opposition was the Social Mass party, with thirty-six 
deputies, led by the venerable professor Iso Abe. This was 
theoretically a party devoted to Fabian socialism of a very mild 
variety; during the war it decided to .support the government, 
and thus lost practical significance. Then, astonishingly 

a 
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enoiigli—almost anything can happen in Japan—it merged in 
February 1939 with the Fascist party of Scigo Nakano. 

Professor Abe, seventy-three years old, is a mild-mannered 
and respectable socialist. His ideas are in the main those held 
by British Fabians thiity years ago; he says that his ideal is 
'Marxism minus revolution’. He is an academician with a 
long record at Waseda University, and his ambition was to 
make the Diet ‘a schoolroom for gentlemen’. He was badly 
beaten up by nationalist rowdies early in 1938, apparently 
because he opposed the National Mobilisation Bill. 

There should be a line at least for the grand old men of 
Japan, the old-line liberals, who arc on the shelf to-day, who 
play no role in politics, but whose past careers are admirably 
distinguished. Old Yukio Ozaki, ‘the Elihu Root of Japan’, 
is eighty; he has sat in the Diet without interruption since 
its foundation, a unique record. FIc was once mayor of Tokyo; 
he befriended Sun Yat-.sen; he advocates romanisation of the 
Japanese language—an unpopular idea nowadays. . . . An¬ 
other veteran liberal is Viscount Kikujiro Ishii, born in 1866, 
foreign minister during the Great War and for many years 
chief Japanese delegate at Geneva. 

Baron Kijuri Shidehara, born in 1872, and Baron Reijiro 
Wakatsuki, born in 1866, are the only conspicuous survivors 
of those civilian ministries which in the 1920’s stood for con¬ 
ciliation and peace—without quotation marks—in interna¬ 
tional affairs. Their colleagues have passed into complete 
obscurity, or have been as,sa,ssinated by ‘patriots’. Bai'on 
Shidehara, one of the ablest living foreign minislex's, must be 
guarded by police wherever he goes, for fear that some fanatic, 
may attack him. Shidehara and Wakatsuki are called ‘traitors’ 
by the inflamed radicals, wbei'eas no Japanese alive have finer 
records of public service. 

In a special category is the Christian Salvationist, Toyahiko 
Kagawa who for a time bade fair to be a Japanese Gandhi, but 
whose importance was obliterated by the war. Kagawa is a 
poet, an evangelist, and a social reformer. He was a well-to-do 
boy, of Samui'ai descent; a German missionary converted him 
to Christianity, and he turned to social work. He opposed 
violence, like Gandhi, but led strikes in the rice fields; he 
organised the Japanese federation of labour, and was the father 
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of Japanese co-operauves, which now have 25,000,000 mem¬ 
bers. For a lime the authorilics considered Kagawa a danger¬ 
ous radical, but his work organising relief after the 1923 
earthquake made him ‘respectable'. 

Kagawa is a strong nationalist. One of his poems: 

A new day has come, 

A new clay; 

The buds are swelling. 

Fresh leaves are bursting, 

And from the brown clay 
Green plants are sprouting. 

The day of God is come; 

The day of God 
That none expected 
Is now at hand. 

On that great day 
The League of Nations 
And the Anti-War Pact 
Both lose their lustre; 

For only love’s eternal truth 
Can crowned be 
With God’s glory. 

The ablest genuine left-winger in Japan is probably Kanju 
Kato. He is in his early forties, and gained prominence as 
the most radical deputy in the Diet, and the leader of the All- 
Japan Council of Trade Unions. He is not a communist, but 
is in sympathy with communist ideas. There are very few 
communists in Japan; and any man who is a communist would 
be foolish to admit it. Kato was arrested late in 1938, when 
Admiral Suelsugu, the home minister, romrded up between 
three hundred and four hundred liberals and radicals who had 
somehow escaped the police until then, and jailed the lot. 

Between 1933 and 1936, according to the semi-official Japan 
Times, the police arrested no fewer than 59,013 persons 
'Charged wdth ‘dangerous thoughts’, i.e. political dissidence. 
'Of these, however, only about 5,000 were indicted and tried; 
the rest were presumably freed after police examination which 
in some cases was brief, in some cases prolonged. Of the 5,000- 
•odd who were tried, about 2,500 went to prison. The Japanese 
:assert that every man arrested is given a public trial, but he 
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may have to wait in jail months or years bel'orc die trial occurs. 
Formally, there are no concentration camps. 

Prospects of social revolulion in Japan are not bl ight. 
Radical ferment exists, and is probably more extensive than 
the Japanese like to admit, but it is not a major phenomenon, 
and it is ruthle.ssly extirpated when it appeaits. There are 
several obvious reasons for the slow development of radical 
opposition to Japanese institutions. For one thing, there is no 
proletariat in our sense of the term, and, although (he slandard 
of living is very low, unemployment scarcely exists. Again, 
one must remember the unicpie .solidarity of Japan under the 
Emperor; discontent is the equivalent of treason to one’s own 
family. Finally, there is the Japane.se tradition of conformity 
and discipline. 

If Japan should suddenly and disastrously lose the China 
war, if there should be a complete debacle in the field, or over¬ 
whelming defeat at the hands of some other power, then revolu¬ 
tion might conceivably occur. 
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J APANESE are small men. But Japan is a land of giants from 
ihc point ol view of finance and industry. We come now to 
tire mammoth ‘Five’ of Japanese economy—the FIouscs of 
Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Sumitomo, Yasuda, and Okura—which 
embody a concentration ol financial power unparalleled in the 
world, and which are a unique and extraordinary factor in the 
life, private and public, of Japan. These five houses control 
not less than sixty-two per cent of the total wealth of Japan. 
Seventy per cent of Japanese textiles, forty per cent of Japanese 
bank deposits, are in their hands. The three biggest of them, 
Mitsui, Mitsubishi, and Sumitomo, control about one quarter 
of all Japanese trade and industry, and 16.54 per cent of 
Japanese capital investment is helcl by Mitsui alone. In no 
country in the world docs a single giant concern account for 
such a share of the national economy. Mitsui is a colossus 
beside which organisations like Du Pont, Standard Oil, Im¬ 
perial Chemicals, seem like childi'cn. 

Statistics tell the story briefly. According to the admirable 
analysis in the Japanese number of Fortune, Mitsui and its 
subsidiaries control 14% of all Japanese cotton business, 15% 
of rayon, 78% of paper, 17% of cement, 17% of mining, 5% 
of engineering, 11% in coal and shipping, 5% in electro¬ 
chemicals. Mitsubishi controls 4.6'%, of all Japanese banking, 
10% of trust business, 59% of marine and fire insurance, 37% 
of shipping, 53% of warehousing, 6 % of life insurance, 47% 
in glass, 19% in sugar, 17% ofibcer, 47% in wheat. Sumitomo 
controls 50% in wai'ehousing, 32% in wires and cables, 10% 
in trust business. Monopolies of such grandiose longitudinal 
direction are unique, 

Searching for explanation we must again turn to feudalism, 
Japanese industry was not fragmented by generations of com¬ 
petition and free development. The industrial revolution 
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canie overnight. A handlul ol liiinilics coiilrollcd wcallh and 
the opportunities ior production when the machine age came, 
and they expanded thronghoul industry assiduously. I he 
nation voraciou.sly needed—ahnost witliout warning—a va.st 
indu.strial equipment, and otdy tliosc rare tncrchant.s and 
traders xvho already had some hold on economic resources were 
able to supply the spectacular demand. They seized this 
opportunity; they proliieiated; they entrenched. 

The House oj Mitsui 

Mitsui history goes back a long way. Like ahnost everything 
else in Japan, it has medieval roots, a modern sin lace. The 
legend is that the Mitsuis were originally Fujiwavas (ol course 
it is convenient to talk about relationship to sucli noble blood), 
but that a young man Kanpaku Michinaga, who lived Irom 
A.D. 967 to A.D. 1028, disliked the Fujhvara connection, and 
assumed the name Mitsui horn the village where he lived. 
Apparently he walked out of the court circle in Kyoto to dis¬ 
cover himself and explore his soul amongst humble surround¬ 
ings. Generations later, in the sixteenth tcnltiry, the Mitsui 
family found itself without an heir. So it adopted a successor 
named Takahisa, who came from the exalted Minamoto 
family. From that date to this all Mitsuis have the syllable 
‘taka’ in their names. ‘Mitsui’ itself means literally ‘three 
wells’. 

At about the time the original Mitsuis became Takahisas, 
the head of the family in some unaccountable xvay decided 
that the life of a Samurai was a bore—or perhaps the rice 
crop failed or perhaps he didn’t want to earn a living by 
pillage—and unprecedentedly he entered trade. This xvas an 
iconoclastic step. Trade was little respecletl in those days. But 
his business, largely of handicraft textiles, grew handsomely. 
By the late seventeenth century the Mitsuis owned ware¬ 
houses for cloth in Kyoto, had a kind of embryo department 
store in Yedo (the old name for Tokyo), and did a flourishing 
trade in cotton in Osaka. The family then necessarily be¬ 
came bankers. They had to deal in money as well as goods. 
In fact, to make business easier, they invented money, sub¬ 
stituting tokens of metal instead of the unwieldy bags of rice 



MEN OF YEN I03 

that hitherto served as cash. Then, a natural progression, 
they developed credit too. 

A member ol' die I'amily named Takatoshi had eleven sons. 
This was still in the seventeenth century. He took eight o£ 
them, and set them up as heads of eight parallel family groups. 
(Why the other three sons were eliminated we do not know; 
perhaps they were Loo young, perhaps they were ne’er-do- 
wells. . . .) The eldest .son was .selected as the leader of the 
eight. These eight Mitsui families persist to this day. They 
are bound by a family law, which was written more than two 
hundred years ago, which is amended from time to time, and 
which in theory at least is followed in every particular by 
contemporary Mitsuis. Some of its provisions: 

I. The members of the House shall deal with one another in 
close friendship and with kindness. A single stick may be 
easily broken. Do not forget this fact; make the family 
fortune more secure by mutual harmony. 

а. Do not endlessly increase the number of families in the 
House. Everything has its limits. Know that over- 
expansion, which you may covet, will beget confusion. 

3. A certain part of the income earned by all branches of the 
family shall be set aside as a reserve, and only after this is 
accomplished shall each family receive its individual share. 

4. Thrift enriches a House, while luxury ruins a man. 

5. In making marriage, incurring debts, or underwriting the 
debts of others, act always with the advice of the family 
council. 

б. Each family shall select one man to be known as the Elder. 
He shall direct all acts of the family. 

7. Quarrels between the families are forbidden, as is extrava¬ 
gance. 

8. The head of each family must know* everything, great and 
small, about his family. 

9. Weak soldiers do not exist under a strong general. See that 
able men are selected for important tasks, so that there 
shall be no grumbling among the workers. 
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10. All Mitsui sons shall work for a certain time in the company, 
under identical conditions with other employees. 

11. The life work of a man lasts as long as he lives. Therefore, 
do not, without reason, seek the luxury and case of retire¬ 
ment. Tlic most important thing in business is to know 
when to retire, 

12. The essential of a business enterprise is to employ men of 
great ability and take advantage of their .special talents. 
Replace those who are old and decrepit with young men 
of promise. 

13. You who have been born in the land of the gods, worship 
your gods, revere your Emperor, love your couutry, and do 
your duty as subjects. 

When a Mitsui son comes of'^gc he swears allegiance to 
these family laws at a semi-religious ceremony. This is the 
oath, in llie form it has been prescribed for more tiian a 
hundred years: 

‘In obedience to the precepts of our forefather.?, and in order 
to strengtlien the everlasting ancestral foundation of the 
families of our House and to expand our enterpiiscs lieqncathccl 
by our forefathers, I solemnly vow in the presence of the August 
Spirits of our ancestors that, as a member of the House of 
Mitsui, I will observe and follow the regulations handed down 
in the Constitution of our House, and that I will not wantonly 
seek to alter them. In witness whereof, I take the oath and 
affix my signature thereto in the presence of the August 
Spirits of our ancestors.’ 

Note well the extraordinary resemblance between the Mit- 
suis and the European Rothschilds. Both grew to eminence 
at about the same time; both were merchants who became 
dealers in exchange; both had a strong family sense, grew up 
in parallel families, and obeyed a family constitution. The 
Mitsuis simplified greatly the technique of domestic creel it; 
similarly the Rothschilds invented the technique of inter¬ 
national money transfer and exchange. Both made great 
fortunes by an industrial revolution. Both played politics, 
Mitsui cotasolidated its power by becoming financial agent for 
a government, which is exactly what the Rothschilds did with 
several governments. That two such financial families should 
have pursued almost precisely the same development, at 
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approxiitiately the same time, while separated fiom each other 
by many fliousatids of miles, and with no conceivable opportu¬ 
nity for exchange of information until 1868 or later, is an 
exiraordinary example of parallelism in economic allairs, of 
an essential likeness in financial problems, and ol the insati¬ 
able activism of finance capital whether, white or yellow. 

Came the Restoration in 1868. Before that the Mitsuis 
were merely a big business. Afterwards they became a domina¬ 
ting national institution. They had helped to finance the 
tottering Dairayos; they helped now to finance the new 
imperial government. The government needed cash cpiickly, 
in part to crush a rising of Shogunate troops; Mitsui provided 
it, and helped win the civil war. For generations, when the 
Emperor was a puppet, Mitsui had managed and collected 
the imperial revenue; with the Emperor restored, this duty 
and privilege was retained and amplified. The new govern¬ 
ment set up two organisations, the Office of Specie and 
Currency, the Office of Commercial Law; Mitsui men ran both. 
Mitsui became the fiscal agent of the government. For a time, 
so indispensable was the House in this connection, that it was 
permitted to use funds of the national treasury without 
security or interest. 

For thirty years after the Restoration Mitsui history is so 
remarkably like Rothschild history that one blinks. As ex¬ 
clusive treasury agents the Mitsuis became incredibly wealthy, 
and they began to invest their profits in industry, which grew 
apace. They became manufacturers and traders as well as 
merchant-bankers. In 187.5. the new paper money began to 
wilt; Mitsui alone had the cash to make it good, and thus 
saved the government; after which Mitsui was shrewd enough 
not to ask too many favours—at the beginning. Like the 
Rothschilds, the Mitsuis flirted with various political groups, 
obliterated competitors by adroit purchase, backed promising 
statesmen, and financed wars. The Old Marquis Inonye, one 
of the Genro, became a ‘Mitsui man’. And wealth tumbled 
into the Mitsui basket like golden rain. 

Another point is a very Japanese point. Throughout this 
entire period of inordinate expansion the blouse of Mitsui was 
not actually operated by Mitsui men. This is true to-day. 
‘Like the English kings, the Mitsuis reign but do not rule,’ 
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I heard it said. The executive Iiead of die enormous con¬ 
glomerate organisation is, by invariable rule, not a member 
of the family but someone imported from oulside as a director- 
specialist. He is known as the ‘Banlo’, literally ‘watchman’. 
The Mitsuis own the business e.xclnsively (no outside capital 
is peimittcd), but it is operated by a iiircd employee. This 
system of control by a subordinate is, of course, stiikingly 
analogous to the way Japan iisclf is operated, until iSGS by a 
Shogun behind the Emperor, and nowadays by an army behind 
a constitution. 

We have no space to describe the complex organisation of 
the Mitsui domain at present. Even a simplified chart of the 
family enterprises fdls a large page; one virtually needs a slide 
rule and a pair of dividers to understand it. Suflice to say that 
a gigantic holding company, the Mitsui Gomel Kaisha, is on 
top. The head of each Mitsui branch has unlimited liability in 
this company, which is the fountain-head of the organisation. 
It controls directly six great subsidiaries (shipping, insurance, 
banking, trust busine.ss, mining, warehousing), and eleven 
indirect subsidiaries; the structure then ramifies down to 
ninety-six different ‘main enterprise.s’ or ‘relationship com¬ 
panies’. One subsidiary, the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, the largest 
trading company in the world, handles nineteen per cent of 
Japan’s total exports, fourteen per cent of its total imports. 
The authorised capital of all Mitsui enterprises is 2,1 /6,409,ooo 
yen.' No one knows what the aggregate wealth of I he family is. 

The headof the House of Mitsui until 1933 ivas the Elonour- 
able Takamine Mitsui. He had been created a baron in 1896 
—he was an obvious choice for a Restoration peerage—but 
subsequently, like so many Japane.se, he gave up his title. He 
was succeeded in nominal control of the House by Baron Taka- 
kimi (the consonants change slightly) Mitsui, his second son, 
who was born in 1895. This Mitsui was educated in political 


^If any specialist in investment should be interested in how Mitsui 
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science aL the University of Tokyo, came into the Mitsui house 
as a young man, and has had no other career. His wife is a 
Matsudaira. 

Actually the ‘Baiito’ who ran Mitsui for many years is 
Seihin Ikeda, who was also Prince Konoye’s minister of 
finance. Ikeda, one of the most cultivated of modern Japanese, 
a charming old gentleman, went to Plarvard.' After a year 
of newspaper work he entered Mitsui service in 1895—the 
word in those days was that the best brains of the country 
went either to the array general stall or the Mitsui board of 
directons—and eventually he succeeded Baron Dan as Banto. 
For a time he was governor of the Bank of Japan, and was 
called—rather inappropriately—the ‘Tiger of the Money 
Market’. He has a great reputation for value in a crisis. In 
the eloquent and somewhat Americanised language of the 
Tokyo Nichi Nichi, ‘Ikeda is a de-luxe pinch hitler. It is up 
to him to knock a home run with the bases loaded.’ But 
the army didn’t approve of him in the finance ministry, and 
out he went. 

Relation to the Army 

The present situation is peculiar. For the first time in 
generations the Mitsui house is tucking its heels in, confronted 
with a power stronger than itself. Obviously Mitsui still pulls 
enormous and cohesive weight, and obviously it is all but un¬ 
assailable in its special sphere. The army needs Mitsui, be¬ 
cause only through the great industrial houses can it get 
munitions. But this docs not much modify the fact that 
the army, particularly the young radicals, dislike Mitsui and 
all it stands for, and have hinted at the necessity to nation¬ 
alise it. The army’s point of view is quite simple. Why .should 
Mitsui continue to make enormous profits, if the array itself 
can utilise them, absorb them, to make more munitions, to 
make a stronger Japan? 'Thus the quarrel—and compromise 
—on Article II of the National Mobilisation Law, which cur¬ 
tailed if it did not abolish Mitsui—and other—profits, 

1 It is interesting that for a time the financial brains on each side in the 
China war were Harvard men. Girina’s T. V. Soong is Harvard 1915 . 
Ikeda, incidentally, is a widely travelled man in Europe and America, but 
has never once been in Manchuria or China. This is rather typical of 
prominent Japanese. 
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The Miisuis :ind iheir allies are as a result in a line state ol 
apprehension. I'hey ciisioiuarily iunucnccd allairs by paiiial 
control ol the politictii parties; tlieir inllucncc has natutally 
sullcred as that ol political parties waned. And now the army 
subtly but implacably attacks the capitalist system itscll. 
Mitsui has replied by several raaucruvres. First, it has 
attempted to make itscll popular by huge charities lor 
‘national service’; recently the Flouse created a 30,000,000 yen 
'national wellare lund’. Second, the Mitsuis arc perlorming 
patriotic service by buying up the government’s ‘red-ink’ 
bonds, which so lar have scarcely begun to reach the iniblic at 
large. Third, they are assiduously cultivating I'riendships 
among army olheers, particularly those ol a conservative trend. 
(The army docs not repay in kind. Recently a company of 
rookies, en route to the front, was quartered in the Mitsui 
residence,. This is as if the American general stalf in 1917 
billeted doughboys at the New York home ol ,J. P. Morgan,) 
Fourth, the Miisuis seek to make their wealth as incoirspicuous 
as possible. For in,stance, the prc.senL heir, a boy of twelve, 
goes to an ordinary school, and wears the cheapest clothes. 
The Mitsuis are terrified of spending money—which is an odd 
situation, to say the least. The Baroness Mitsui—whose hus¬ 
band is probably worth £20,ooo,ooo--hardly dares have a 
dinner party for more than eigiit, or appear in the street in a 
new costume. 

That the army is a ‘puppet’ of the House of Miistii is, it 
goes without saying, nonsense. It is as much nonsense as it 
would be to say that Hitler is a pujipct of Dr, Schadit, whom 
he recently lirecl. Nor is the House of Mitsui a puppet ol the 
army—at least not yet. The two, despite jealousy and fric¬ 
tion, still manage to work together. But the tension be- 
trveeri them is slorvly, steadily, mounting. The more it mounts, 
the weaker Mitsui becomes, what with the present distribution 
of power in Japan, 

House of Mitsubishi 

Mitsubishi is not a family name. It is a trade mark meaning 
‘three lozenges’. The family which owns the huge Mitsubishi 
concern, junior only to Mitsui, is the Iwasaki family, and it 
is of comparatively recent origin. The Iwasakis are not of 
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I'cudal or Samuiai blood. I’hc basi.s of the fot tune, rather like 
the great Araerican fortunes ol the last century, was accumu¬ 
lated in a generation. Much of it was amassed in the lil'etinie 
ol the founder of the lamily, the late Yataro Iwasaki, who died 
in 1885. 

Mitsubishi differs from Mitsui not only because it has shal¬ 
lower roots but in its special type of business. It is organised 
like Mitsui, with a gigantic holding company at the top (capi¬ 
talised at 120,000,000 yen as against 300,000,000 yen lor 
Mitsui), fmt its activity is diflerent. Mitsui is par excellence 
the company of cotton, metals, rayon, mining—basic indus¬ 
tries. Mitsubishi is more particularly a finance and trading 
company; its specialities arc banking, shipping, insurance. It 
controls the great N.Y.K. sJtipping line, and founded the 
Japanese merchant marine. This division of interest between 
Mitsui and Mitsubishi has its advantages. They split the held. 

Yataro Iwasaki, the founder of the hoirse, was entirely a self- 
made man. His father was a Roniu—a Samurai witliout 
master or employment. One of Iwasaki’s first feats was an 
attempt to rescue his father from jail, where he was incar¬ 
cerated after a quarrel with a friend; the adventure ended with 
Iwasaki going to jail himself. He was a violent young man, 
and he grew up to be ‘ruthle.ss, calculatiirg, and utterly selfish’, 
in the words of one of his biographens. From the beginning 
he was interested in ships; he cliscovered and explored several 
remote islands. Then, still a youngster, he managed to 
organise a coastwise shipping service, and at the time of the 
Meiji Restoration his ships became highly important in trans¬ 
porting government troops who fought the Shogun. By 1880 
he was expanding in other lines of business, and had become 
extremely rich. He was a buccaneer in finance. Like that of 
the late John D. Rockefeller, his general policy was to buy up 
competitors when he could not destroy them otherwise. He 
died in 1885, aged only fifty-two. 

This Iwasaki was succeeded by his younger brother, named 
Yanosuke, who had educated him.self in the United States; the 
saying was that his only baggage as he worked his way through 
American schools was a dictionary. Yanosuke performed in¬ 
credible speculations in Tokyo real estate; he bought most of 
the business district of Tokyo for 1,500,000 yen. In 1896 he 
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was creaLcd a baron, but at lii'st refused the title. His suc¬ 
cessor was "iataio’s son, Hisaya, who is still head ol the house, 
though active operation is in the hands of two younger 
Iwasakis and their Banto. 

The Mitsubishi house played politics exactly as the Mitsuis 
did. Its ‘man’ was the murdered Marcpiis Okuma, one of the 
first great Japanese nation-builders. For years it more or le,ss 
controlled the Minseito party, which believed in overseas trade 
and hence deplored warlike adventures. I’he army radicals 
have not forgotien this, and to-day jirobably dislike Mitsubishi 
ei'en more than Mitsui. But Mitsubishi, like Mitsui, is useful 
to them, and it seeks to buy favour by proper deference. 

Of the other great houses we cannot write in detail. Sumi¬ 
tomo, which is older than Mitsui, has a fascinating history. 
It is a single family, with no collateral branches; its activities 
centre in Osaka rather than Tokyo, and emphasise engineer¬ 
ing and heavy industry; it is known for conservatism and 
‘aristocratic’ methods. The Sumitomo line goes back to the 
Emperor Kwainmu (a.d. 783-805), whose younger son founded 
the house. Nineteen generations later it adopted the Sumitomo 
name. But at the moment—^^Japancse paradox again—the 
house contains not a drop of Sumitomo blood, since the present 
family derives from a court noble named Kichi/aemon, who 
was adopted by the Sumitomos—apparently their own blood 
had given out—as recently as 1892. 

The foundation of the Sumitomo fortune was a copper and 
silver mine discovered in i6gi. A shrewd series of Bantos 
preserved it in Restoration times, when several wealthy fami¬ 
lies were wiped out because they lent money to the various 
Daimyo, whom the Restoration ruined. The Sumitomos, like 
the Mitsuis, quickly dropped the Shogun, and supported the 
new government. One article in the house law is ‘Secrets are 
secrets’. Sumitomo has a close connection with old Prince 
Saionji, who was a relative of Baron Kichizaemon. 

The House of Yasuda is as new as Sumitomo is old. Its 
origin was a money-lending business which began in the iSGo’s, 
and its leader, Baron Yasuda, was as.sassinated in 1921 at the 
age of eighty-four. The Yasuda bank is the biggest in Japan 
—bigger even than Mitsui. , . . The House of Okura'is the 
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smallest ol' the Big Five. It is ol comparatively recent origin, 
it specialises in trade and engineering, and it has a strong 
‘East Asia’ policy, seeking expansion on the mainland. 

Among old-line financiers must ire mentioned Baron 
Scinosukc Goh, seventy-three years old, stout, independent, 
and a liberal. Goh came of a noble family, and studied abroad 
in Germany and Belgium; he is a Ph.D. from flcidelberg. He 
has never had a government job, but his importance as presi¬ 
dent ol the Japan Federation of Commerce and Industry is 
considerable. He has been called the ‘Andrerv Mellon of 
Japan’. 

The Upstart Generation 

A dillerent type of financier altogether is Yoshisuke Aikawa. 
This resourceful promoter and organiser compares to the 
Mitsuis as, say, the young automobile men of Detroit compared 
twenty years ago to ]. P. Morgan. Bonr in 1880 of a trading 
family, Aikawa came to the United States to study the steel 
business, and for a time worked as a labourer in a Pittsburgh 
mill. His importance has notes of iconoclasra. For one thing, 
he opened his companies to the public, and thousands upon 
thousands of small shareholders invested in them, whereas 
Mitsui and Mitsubishi are owned in private, with the public 
frozen out. For another, the army likes him, thinks he under¬ 
stands ‘modern conditions’, and backs him against other inter¬ 
ests. Finally, he is concentrating in Manchukuo. 

Aikawa is president of an enormotis company, capitalised 
at 450,000,000 yen, called the Manchuria Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Corporation. Its subsidiary and as,sociated companies 
are occupied in mining, glass, fisheries, iron and steel, phono¬ 
graphs, soya beans, motor-cars, matche.s, animal fats, rubber. 
In 1937 Aikawa was hardly known. Ten years later he was a 
tremendous force, because he invaded Manchuria in competi¬ 
tion with the historically entrenched South Manchuria Rail¬ 
way. But the railway was, as we shall see, engaged in covert 
conflict with the Kwantung army, which is the real boss of 
Manchuria, and the Kwantung officers threw their support to 
the rising Aikawa. He picked up pieces of the .South Man¬ 
churia empire as a kind of agent for the army, which wanted 
to break the railway’s hold on Manchurian economy. 
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If he does not over-reach himself', Aikawa may become a 
dominant figure in Japanese finance. He is certainly its most 
conspicuous contemporary star. Recently he visited t he United 
States drumming up capital—not very .succcssrully—for his 
Manchurian enterprises. He wants to l)c the economic viceroy 
of the new Manchukuoan State. Mitsui and Mitsubishi arc 
jealous of him, but in a way he serves their inmost design: lie 
keeps the army off. 



CHAPTER VI 


THE STORY OF TWO TWENTY-SIX 


F EBRifARY 26, 193G) was a cold morning in Tokyo. Snow 
glisLened on the streets, and people shivered on the way 
to work. Then they noticed an unwonted concentration of 
troops, and they began to shiver with more than cold. Hours 
passed belorc anyone had certain knowledge of what was going 
on, whcreuiton it became dear—military rebell ion. The army 
had cut loose! For eighty-one hours, under martial law, Tokyo 
waited in suspense. Then the mutineers quietly surrendered. 
The story of the attempted coup d’etat contains picturesque 
as well as tragic features. Its importance was that, in these 
eighty-one crowded hours, the triple struggle I have adum¬ 
brated in these chapters, the confused and shifting grasp for 
power by army, politicians, and financiers—with the life of 
Japan at supreme stake—came to abortive climax. 

The mutineers murdered three eminent Japanese; Admiral 
Viscount Saito, sevent y-seven-year-old Lord Privy Seal and 
former prime minister; General Jotaro Watanabe, inspector- 
general of military education, aged seventy-one; and the 
veteran finance minister Korcki)m Takahashi, rvho was eighty- 
three and probably the most popular man in Japan. They 
gravely tvounded the Grand Chamberlain to the Emperor, 
Admiral Su7uki; and the prime minister, Admiral Keisuke 
Okada, escaped with his life only because his brother-in-law 
was killed in his stead—an almost Hollywoodian episode. 
Several other escapes were almost as remarkable, including 
that of Count Makino of the inner jmlace circle. At least 
twenty-four eminent Japanese were to have been killed in all 
—Pi'ince Saionji, the last Elder Statesman; the heads of the 
Houses of Mitsui, Mitsubishi, and Okura; Baron Shidehara, 
Baron Goh, Seihin ikeda, and several cabinet ministers. It 
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was probably the most comprehensive murder plot in modern 
history.' 

The mutiny failed, though several of the assassinations were 
successful. Let us tell the story briefly. 

For several months radical ofRcers in the army had been 
restive. The finance minister was resisting their budget 
demands, and the Manchurian campaign was dying down. A 
group of young extrenrist.s, officers and civilians both, became 
converted to the idea of what tliey called the ‘Showa Restora¬ 
tion', whereby Japan was to be ‘purified’ in tlie name of the 
Emperor, for tlie sake of the ‘Kingly Way’. They of course 
did not dare to attack the Emperor himself, hut sought to gain 
the imperial authority to effect their ends. A book called 
Plans for the Reconstruction of Japan, by a young socialist 
Ikki Kita, w'as their guide to politico-economic reformation. 
The 'Show'a Restorationists’ were united by a general dissi- 
dence. They were against the privileged classe,s and aristo¬ 
crats, against the exploiters of national wealth, against the high 
array command, even against those closest to the Throne, whom 
they accused of frustrating tlieir aitns. Then, a totch in a 
pool of oil, came the Aizawa-Ma/aki-Nugata iticident. 

A serious cpiarrel was proceeding in army circles over mili¬ 
tary education. General Watanabc, one of the officers killed, 
was on the conservative side. ITis predecessor as inspector- 
general of military education had been General Mazaki, lie 
was a zealot, a schemer, a politically-minded officer rather like 
General Schleicher, but a radical—and dangerous. Mazaki 
was dismissed from his post; he was too extreme. So a friend 
of Mazaki’s, Colonel Aizawa, went to another of the conserva¬ 
tive group, General Nagata, an important man in the War 
Office, to complain. Aizawa demanded that Nagata cliange 
his methods. Contemptuously Nagata dismissed him~an 
insolent underling daring to insult a superior. Whereupon 
Aizawa took up his sword, and slashed Nagata to death. 

This W'as in August 1935. On January 28, 1936-—just before 
the February outbreak—Aizawa was brought to court martial. 

^ Some of the financiers—^who had their spies in, the army—got out of 
town just in time. And some stayed out of town for a considerable period 
later. 
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Tlie trial stirred public opinion deeply. Aizawa was presented 
as a patriot and licro. Mazaki testilied on his behalf, and a 
strong' wing of the army backed him. Aizawa told the judges 
that he had no regrets for his action, that lie had taken it only 
after prayer at the Meiji shrine. He .said: 

‘The Emperor is the incarnation of the God who reigns over 
the universe. The aim of life is to develop according to His 
Majesty’s wishes. . , . I'he world is deadlocked by capitalism, 
communism, anarchism, atheism. ... I came to realise that 
the elder statesmen, those close to the throne, the powerful 
financiers and bureaucrats, were attempting ... to corrupt 
the Government and Army. . . . Internal conditions are 
becoming deplorable. . . . Mah-jong and cafes are becoming 
a fad in the country. . . . When I observed these conditions, 
the teaching on which I was educated—to give up everything 
for the Emperor in an emergency—burst out and encouraged 
me.’ 

Aizawa’s court martial was still proceeding amid an explo¬ 
sive atmosphere when the February g6 mutiny (the Japanese 
usually call it the ‘2.26 incident’) occurred. 


The conspirators were carefully but inadequately organ¬ 
ised. T’heir roots were in the Third Guards Regiment, and 
in the First and Third Infantry regiments of the First Division, 
which—unpleasant indication—tvas the Imperial Guard. 
These detachments were cn route to Manchukuo, and had 
just got arms, provisions, and ammunition for active service. 
The fact that they had been inarching around Tokyo for 
several days diminished suspicion when, at datvn on Febru¬ 
ary 26, they began to dispose their forces for rebellion, No 
leader was of higher rank than captain. But they looked to 
eminent military figures like Mazaki (who was court raartialled 
after the mutiny) as friends. They also looked for financial 
support to certain radical industrialists, including one 
Fukunosuke Kuhara, who had flirted with army ‘ideas’. 
Kuhara rvas tried later for complicity in the affair, but 
acquitted. 

Various conspirators were selected for the concrete jobs of 
assassination which were the kernel of the plan. One group 
went to the house of Viscount Saito. They burst in at 
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5.30 a.m. The old Viscount had been a dinner gticsl ol the 
American Ambassador, Joseph C. Grew, the night l)cforc. 1 he 
admiral’s wile, Viscountess Saiio, (Inew hcrscll at the assassins, 
shouting, ‘My husband’s lilc belongs to die state. Tl you have 
to shoot, shoot me,’ They did, but only wounded her. The 
admiral was killed. Previously there had been no Iciver than 
six attempts on his lile. 

Another group ‘called on’ General Watanabc, who grabbed 
his pistol and tried to repel the muiderers; his ammunition 
gave out, and he ivas machine-gunned to death with his wile 
and daughter looking on. Madame Watanabe tried to save 
him. ... A third group went to the house of the aged linancc 
minister Takahashi.' He wa.s asleep on an ujipcr lloor. PI is 
maid woke him, hearing noise outside. To reassure her, he 
said, ‘It’s probably snow falling on the roof.’ But he knew 
better. The mutineers shot him as he iras lying there. In 
his hand was a copy of the l.ondon Times. . . . Admiral 
Suzuki was similarly attacked early in the morning. lie looked 
incredulously at the uniforms of his a.s.sailarits, demanded to 
see their commanding officer, and was promptly shot. Miracu¬ 
lously, he recovered. 

Another group left Tokyo to find Prince Saionji and kill him 
—he got away—and still another went to Yugawara, a hot- 
spring resort ■where Count Makiuo was vacationing. Makino’s 
escape was dramatic. His personal guard saw the soldiers 
approaching, and killed three of them before he himself was 
shot. Makino (who is .seventy-eight) heard the shots; he 
aroused his "wife, granddaughter, two maids, and a sick nurse, 
and climbed with them out of a back window. The cavalcade, 
all in night dress, streamed over a brick wall totvards escape 
in the hills, while the mutineers burned dowm the house, on 
the chance that it might not have been Makino himself who 
escaped. This was the third time Makino escaped death in 
ten years. 

But the most remarkable adventure was that of the prime 

^ Old Korekwo Takahashi was one of the most remarkable men of 
modern Japan. He was illegitimate, born of a fiftcen-ycar-old mother. 
Pie went to the U.S.A. as a boy, worked in a Peru silver mine, became an 
English teacher, and then had a tremendous career in politics, finance, and 
industry. 
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minister, Admiral Okada, probably the only statesman in his¬ 
tory to attend his own funeral alive. 

At 5 a.m, the mutineers, shivering with cold and the burden 
of their job, arrived at Okada’s official residence. They shot 
the lour policemen guarding it, and forced their way in. A 
system of ahum bells had recently been installed; thc.se began 
to ring, and the prime minister’s brother-in-law and secretary, 
Colonel Matsuo, woke up. With two maids he rushed to warn 
Okada, who was a character noted for stolidity, occasional 
bibulous indulgence, and a sense of humour. Okada groaned 
in his sleep, refused to wake up, and said, ‘Well, if it’s all up 
with us, there’s no use getting excited.’ 

Colonel Matsuo forced Okada out of bed, and pushed him 
into the curious kind of large steel vault which, in most impor¬ 
tant buildings in Japan, is an earthquake shelter. Matsuo 
slammed the vault door, and at that precise moment the 
mutinecis burst in. They mistook Matsuo for Okada—the 
facial resemblance between the two was striking—shot him 
dutifully, and took command of the establishment. Dying, 
Matsuo cried out, ‘Banzai (a cheer meaning literally 10,000 
years) for Dai (great) Nippon. Banzai for the Eraperorl’ 

The mutineers assumed that their job was done, and grew 
careless. Two servants had seen Matsuo hide the prime 
minister in the vault. They waited patiently for their chance, 
rescued him (he had nearly suffocated) and smuggled him into 
the kitchen where he disguised himself in rude clothes. There 
he waited in tense secrecy while the announcement went 
around the world.—issued in terms of great solemnity and 
mourning from the imperial palace itself—that he was 
dead. 

The problem of getting him out was solved ingeniously. 
The funeral, by Buddhist canon, had to take place at once, 
and the mutineers politely allorved relatives to call for the 
body next day. A loyal gendarme, who had somehow escaped 
being killed and who had learned that Okada was alive, man¬ 
aged to insert himself next to the representative of the family 
who arrived. He had time only to whisper, ‘Show no surprise.’ 
The relative looked at the dead man’s face, saw that it was 
not Okada, and almost perished of shock. He recovered 
quickly, and escorted the body out. Other relatives a.sked to 
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see the face. He said sinarlly, ‘The head has been Loo much 
damaged by bullet wounds.’ 

Among the mourners who departed with the body was— 
Admiral Okada himself! He could no longer risk discovery 
by the rebels of their mistake. Dressed inconspicuously, his 
head bowed, he slipped out with the funeral cortege, and 
spent long hours mourning publicly at his ‘own’ bier. A day 
later the bewildering announccmcnl came to Tokyo—and to 
the mutineers who thought they had murdered him and still 
held his residence—that he was v'ery much alive. This contre¬ 
temps brought typically Japanese dilhculties. One might 
think that the admiral would have been greeted as a hero, or 
at least as a remarkable apparition. Not so. He was bitterly 
abused—because, by being still alive, he was embarrassing to 
the Emperor, who believed him to lie dead!—and had to 
resign office as prime minister at once. There were even indig¬ 
nant suggestions that he commit hara-kiri, presumably so that 
he might attend another funeral dead. 

One should note that among the conspicuous victims or 
would-be victims of the mutiny were three admirals. Ttvo 
other admirals were on the death list. The mutiny was made 
by the army; and the navy iias not forgotten this. 

Meantime 1,400 troops had occupied the central district of 
Tokyo. Snow was still falling; the mutineers whistled on their 
fingers, shuffled in the mud. They took over the metropolitan 
police office, the War Office, the bureau of the general staff, 
and the Home Office. They fortified themselves, set up 
machine-guns in the streets, and surrounded the imperial 
palace. Then they prepared to sec—what would happen. 

But nothing happened. It became dear that, having made 
a start towards seizing power, the insurgents did not know 
what to do with it. They waited: which was fatal. They 
summoned the war minister and General Mazaki, and offered 
them command of the rebellion; both refused. And loyal 
troops began to converge on the circle held by the rebels; there 
were in effect two circles around the palace, with the inner 
rebels gradually being surrounded by government forces. The 
rebels did not dare go into the palace itself. 

Young insurgents continued to picket the street corners, and 



THE STORY OF TWO T W E N I'Y - S 1 X IIQ 

with lathcT touching innocence handed civilian passers-by the 
mimeographed pronunciamcnto they had prepared. This 
de.scrves qnolation in part: 

‘The essence of the nation of Japan, as a land of the Gods, 
exists in the fact tliat the Emperor reigns with undiminished 
power. . . . The present time is a favourable moment for 
Japan to bring aljout a greater expansion of national power and 
prestige. In recent years, however, there have appeared many 
persons whose chief aim and purpose have been to amass 
personal material wealth, disregarding the general welfare and 
prosperity of the Japanese population. . . . 

‘The Genro, senior statesmen, military cliques, plutocrats, 
bureaucrats and political parties are all traitors who arc 
destroying national polity. They infringed on the Imperial 
right of Supreme Command when they concluded the London 
Naval Treaty of iggo and changed the Inspector-General of 
Military Education in 1935. . . . Japan’s relations with Russia, 
China, Great Britain and the United States are so strained at 
present that a single mis-step will cast the Divine Land of Japan 
into ruin. The Imperial woi'k will fail unless we take proper steps 
to safeguard the Fatherland by killing all those responsible for im¬ 
peding the Showa Restoration andslurring Imperial prestige.... 

‘It is our duty to remove the evil retainers from around the 
Throne and to smash the group of senior statesmen. It is our 
duty as subjects of tiis Majesty the Emperor. . . .’ 

What happened, after eighty-otie hours, was that this army 
revolt was put down by the army itself. But careful and 
discriminating negotiation was required. The authorities 
were sure that, if they invoked the name of the Emperor, the 
mutineers would disperse, but they disliked having to put the 
imperial prestige to this stringent test. So they had to work 
delicately. One peculiarly Japane,se touch; large balloons 
customarily used for commercial advertising were sent over¬ 
head, festooned with patriotic appeals to suirender. The 
mutineers were also attacked with pamphlets, instead of bombs, 
which urged them to give up peaceably, rather than subject 
Tokyo to street fighting. Finally the rebels did surrender. 
Not a shot was fired. 

Cleverly the army command rebuked the undeflings of the 
conspiracy as lightly as possible. Only a very few privates w'ere 
punished, and it was announced piously that they were a 
minority with misguided notions of their duty to the Throne. 
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The government announced its ‘awe and regret’, and in efTcct 
told the boys to go home and behai'c better the next time. 
It was continually stressed that the rank and file nuuincers 
tvere dupes of the riiiglcaders, wdiiih indeed (licy ivcre. 

One insurgent officer conunitlcd hara-kiri. Only one. 
Other officers were arrested, and after a long tiial ivcre given 
severe sentences. Fourteen officers and ihrcc civilians were 
sentenced to death, and of tlie.se fifteen were duly execuled—■ 
the first time in twenty-eight years any Japanese met the death 
penalty for a ‘patriotic’ murder. Five officers were condemned 
to life imprisonment, and forty-four others received shorler 
sentences. Colonel Ahawa, incidentally, the murderer of 
General Nagata, was duly found guilty when his trial was 
resumed, and to everyone’s surprise iv.is execuled.' One youth¬ 
ful lieutenant on active sci'vicc—who had nothing to do with 
the plot—was so shamed and horrified that, witli his wife, 
he committed ceremonial hara-kiri when the bulk of the 
mutineers did not do ,so. 'I must atone for their disgrace,’ he 
said, A Buddhist priest likewi.se killed himself at the Mciji 
shrine. 

The Emperor, the core of the whole story, was, it was 
announced, profoundly disturbed by the episode. For thir¬ 
teen days he took no exercise, and ‘almost forgot to cat and 
sleep’. As to the army, it might be said to lia\'c gained from 
the incident. It became 'a ti'ustcc for fundanicntal reform’, 
and has in fact adopted much of the programme of the 
mutineers. 

'7 Gome Fairly to Kill Flim Honestly!’ 

Of the sixteen Japanese prime ministers since the Great 
War, five have been assassinated—Hara, Takahashi, Hama- 
guchi, Inukai, Saito, A sixth. Admiral Okada, only narrowly 
e.scaped assassination, and at least two others have been in 
danger. This is not merely a post-war phenomenon; Japanese 
statesmen were murdered wholesale in pre-war days, for in¬ 
stance such great Japan-builders as I to and Okubo. Assassins 
usually got off with light sentences; at least one murderer of 
a premier is now free after having served a short (crm. The 

He had boasted at the trial that soon he would be on active service 
again. 
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situation developed that any politician tending to be liberal 
or contiliatory, especially in loreigu allair,s, was liable to 
murder. Among modern peoples only the Arabs have such 
an instinct to consider assassination as an acceptable political 
weapon. 

In 1931 Prime Minister Hara was stabbed at the Tokyo 
railway stal ion. FIc was the first commoner to become premier 
of Japan. Pie had opened the way to the Washington Naval 
Treaty, and thus was damned. 

In 1930 Prime Minister ‘Lion’ Hatnagtichi was shot, to die 
later of his wounds. He was a liberal, who believed in 
retrenchment, and who ensured the ratification of the London 
Naval Treaty. This cost him his life. 

In February 1932 a former finance minister, Inoiiye, was 
murdered by members of a ‘Blood Brotherhood League’, who 
were inspired by fanatic Buddhist priests. 

In March 1932, Baron Dan of the Flouse of Mitsui lYas mur¬ 
dered by a young naval officer. Fie was one of the best liked 
—as well as the most powerful—men in Japan; but neither 
his popularity nor power counted with the radicals who hated' 
him. 

In May 1932, Prime Minister Inukai was killed by soldiers. 
Fie believed in a peaceful policy totvards China; he had been 
a friend of Sun Yat-sen’s. He was seventy-seven. On this 
occasion, too, attempts were made to bomb the Mitsubishi 
bank, the police headquarters, and Count Makino. 

Four years later came the carnival of Two Twenty-Six. 
Since then there have been no important political murders. 

Japanese Miscellany 

In Japan a belch is a compliment. In Japan the monstrous 
professional wrestlers wear their hair up, women were for 
generations forbidden to climb Mount Fujiyama, and mani¬ 
curists stand at work. When a Japanese politician gets drunk 
it may be prominently reported in the papers, since little 
stigma attaches to drunkenness in Japan. 

In Japan the north-west corner of a garden is protected by 
shrubbery, because this is the direction from tvhich evil spirits 
may enter; in Japan no one will have 4 or 49 as a house 
number, because these numbers are considered unlucky like 
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our 13 (Lhe ideograph for 4 is pronounced similarly to the one 
for death, and 9 means sadness): in Japan an oOiccr sentenced 
to death is shot through a curtain, since it is inconceivable 
that a private should actually sec that he is shooting a man of 
higher rank. 

In Japan a person’s age is counted from the date of concep¬ 
tion, not from birth; nouns have no inllcction or number and 
verbs no person; a cup of tea .should properly be drunk in 
e.Kactlydhree and a half gulps, and pillows are made of wood. 

In Japan the traffic policemen and sdiool children wear nose 
guards to keep out the dust and inlluenza germs; t he colour and 
shape of the obe (a kind of .sash) gives evidence of a woman’s 
age and social station; newspaper extras arc announced by 
bells; waitresses in cafes are called, more or less, ‘Mister Girl’; 
and snake soup is a great delicacy. 



CHAPTER VII 


JAPAN MAKES WAR 

J apan’s foreign policy, which is the expression of its urgent 
will to expand, is based on a trinity of factors. First, 
economic shortages at home. Second, population pressure. 
Third, political considerations, which include ethnic and 
semi-religious items. 

The position in regard to shortage of raw materials is not 
quite so serious as is generally assumed. From several points 
of view it is rather difficult to call Japan a ‘Flave-Not’ nation 
—if only because a country which has swallowed Manchuria 
and a considerable part of China is suhering from a glut of 
unassimilated hinterland, rather than a lack of it. Japan is 
the first nation in the world in export of textiles, the first in 
rayon manufacture and export, the first in silk, the first in 
manufacture of plate glass. It is the third country in cotton 
spindling, the third in shipping, the fourth in hydro-electric 
development, the fourth in chemicals. Japan is self-sufficient 
in food, as I have already noted, and it produces ninety-five per 
cent of its own coal. It is very nearly self-sufficient in graphite, 
sulphur, and some minor metals. 

Conversely Japan has drastic weaknesses in other important 
raw materials. It must import very nearly all its raw cotton, 
the basis of its great export trade. It must import one hun¬ 
dred per cent of its nickel and mercury, and—of critical 
significance—ninety per cent of its petroleum, sixty-five per 
cent of its iron and steel. It is seriously deficient in lead, zinc, 
aluminium, copper. 

Of course the fact that a country lacks raw materials does 
not necessarily justify aggression to secure them. Switzerland 
and Stveden are Flave-Not powers; but they do not make wars.. 
The Japanese could normally purchase raw materials quite 
freely. No one objected to selling them rubber or cotton or 
anything else, the United States is at this moment contributing 
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a large part o£ the material—especially scrap iron and oil— 
with which they make war. The difliculty is not that the 
Japanese cannot buy raw inatcriahs, but that they don’t have 
enough cash to buy all they need. Anolher didunlly—and 
justilication for the expansionist programme, from the Japan¬ 
ese point of view—is that in the event of a general conllict, 
a woild tvar, sources of supply might be cut oil. 

As to population pressure the Japanese are beyond doubt in 
a unique position, d'he density of population, s.'/^o per 
square mile of arable land, is the highest in the world.' d'he 
area of Japan is 148,000 square miles, which is less than that 
of California. Yet in that area, of which less than one-filth 
is arable, Japan must support a population approximately half 
of that of the entire United States. One is tempted in regard 
to Germany and Italy, the other so-called ‘Have-Not’ states, to 
minimise the claim for expansion on po}iulalion grounds, 
since it has notes of sophistry: the Germans and Italians 
demand room because their population is expanding, while 
at the same time they do everything possible to encourage 
more babies. In Japan this is not quite the case; birth control 
is legal—though no one seems to pay much attention to it. 
Four Japanese babies arc born every minute, and by 19G0 the 
population of Japan will be 90,000,000 people if the present 
birth-rate and death-rate arc maintained. 

Despite the fact that they are so unbelievably congested the 
Japanese are indifferent colonisers. The average Japanese 
hates to leave his otvn country, unless to go to some tvarm ])lacc 
with a ranch higher .standard of living. They dislike cold, 
Hokkaido, the northern island, part of Japan itself, is only half 
occupied. Many Japanese have gone to Brazil, and until the 
American Exclusion Act of 1924-—which greatly irritated 
Japan and which was a contributory cause to the ‘active’ Cliiua 
policy—they liked California. But it has been almost impos¬ 
sible to persuade Japanese to emigrate to the colonies which 
they now possess, a point which makes it doubtful if popula¬ 
tion pressure per se is full justification For the expansionist 
programme. Japan has had Formosa since 1895, and Korea 

‘ Figures for England are 2,170, Italy 819, Germany 806, l^rance 467, 
U.S.A. 229. The island of Java has a greater density of population, but 
only if all land is taken into account, not arable land. 
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since 1905, buL very lew Japanese have settled in either place; 
in Formosa the ]a|)anesc have had actually to import Chinese 
labour. Japan has had Manchukuo since 1931, but only about 
10,000 Japanese colonists have emigrated there—an inhnb 
tesimal number—although it is both rich and underpopu¬ 
lated, lIioLigh Chinese \rent there by the millions, and though 
the Japanese authorities have made every cli'ort to encourage 
and indeed subsidise emigration. 

Above and beyond the economic and demographic factors 
is consideration of politics. Japan wants to expand because 
it considers itself a world power invested with an imperial mis¬ 
sion to dominate East Asia. I'his mission has racial and reli¬ 
gious overtones—as the quotations in the preceding chapter 
have, I hope, indicated-—but the main motive is political, 
Japan wants to expand in order to be stronger vis-a-vis the 
Soviet Union, in order to squeeze Great Britain out of China, 
in order to extend its nationalist inlluence southward into 
Asia and the Pacific. It has never precisely defined what it 
means by ‘East Asia’, but it regards large sections of Asia as 
we regarded the land west of the Mississippi in our mvn expan¬ 
sionist days. Questions of ultimate poiuer move Japan. It 
wants political hegemony over what it calls its hinterland. 

Now let us point out that Japan was by no means the only 
country which bit oil chunks of Asia in recent times. By no 
means. Prostrate China was loot for all. The French succes¬ 
sively nipped pieces off Indo-China, quite as unconscionably 
as Japan snapped up Manchuria. France seized Cochin China 
and Cambodia, which were then integral parts of China, in 
1863, without bothering to ask anybody’s permission, and later 
took Annam. In the iSGo’s Czarist Russia calmly stole the 
Amur River region and the Maritime Provinces of Siberia. 
The British have swashbuckled through China for almost a 
century. They gi’abbcd Hong Kong, pinched oft Burma (which 
no one remembers was once part of China), and ‘absorbed’ 
some subordinate Chinese provinces, like Bhutan and Nepal, 
just as Japan ‘absorbed’ Jehol. Pre-war Germany took the 
Kiaochow region in Shantung. 

Japan tvas late to the imperialist feast, and perhaps her 
methods were more brusque, more brutal and direct. But in 
essence Japan did nothing that the other powers had not done. 
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No European hands are clean. The Japanese arc, we have 
noled, excellent mimics; and the tcchniciuc ol modern im¬ 
perialism was something they were very ([uick to copy—and 
augment. The fact, of course, that they imitated and ampli- 
fiecl the European system of sci/ure and exploitation does not 
make the system any pleasanter, or the exploitation more 
justifiable. 

So much for general aspects of Japanese foreign policy. We 
have already in Chapter 11 indicated something ol Japan’s 
particular attitude to China. Let us pioceed. 

Japanese Expansion: First Phase 

In a sense Japan for some years looked at the China sea¬ 
board much as Great Britain looked at the low countries, 
Holland and Belgium, a century ago. In another .sense Japan 
versus China resembled Germany versus pre-Nazi Austria; a 
new, powerful, and ambitious state attempting to seize an 
older, mellower state with which it shared a common origin. 
A highly placed Japanese statesman told me, ‘You must never 
forget that China is the woman, and we are a man. She must 
be punished.’ I a.skcd tvhat would happen if the woman con¬ 
tinued to resist. ‘Ah,’ my friend replied, ‘wc cut oil her arms 
and legs.’ 

Then there is trade. Eighty per cent of all Japanese 
overseas investments are in China, amounting to roughly 
£120,000,000; the great mills in Shanghai—^wilh their hideous 
slums—are twenty-four per cent Japanese owned. In normal 
times China took ten per cent at least of Japan's total exports, 
which amounted to sixteen per cent of China’s total imports. 
Of China’s total export trade, 15.7 per cent went to Japan in 
1933 > 14-5 cent in 1936. This trade was of great value to 
Japan. It has been disastrously crippled by Chinese boycott 
and war. But one must assume that Japan Itopcs to revive it, 
hopes to resume exploitation of the China market, which 
potentially is the greatest in the world. Thus the double 
aspect of Japan’s policy. Crush China—in order that it may 
be forced to buy. Make war on China—but don’t kill it 
altogether. Cut off the arms and legs—but leave the profitable 
body. 

For a long time it was as impossible to get a Japanese to 
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define precisely what Japan’s ultimate policy towards China 
was as to get an inclusive definition of ‘East Asia’. (Are the 
Philippines part of ‘East Asia’? Are the Dutch East Indies 
part of ‘East Asia’? We do not know—though we may have 
a pretty good guess.) For a long time no one—in Japan itself 
as well as outside—]f.new if Japan would be satisfied with the 
Five Northern Provinces of China, or would attempt conquest 
southward. We did not know if Japan wanted to establish a 
colony, or a puppet state, or a military protectorate, or all 
three together—which is what is happening now. We still do 
not know how far Japan intends to go militarily—or how far 
Japan can go. But late in 1938 Japanese designs at least were 
officially made concrete, with the announcement that Japan, 
Manchukuo, and ‘China’ wei’e to become a single political 
and economic bloc. 

We cannot presume to include a history of Sino-Japanese 
relations in this brief space. We can only barely mention such 
events as the first Sino-Japanese war (1894-5), as a result of 
which China was forcecl to surrender Formosa to Japan and 
to give up her claims to Korea, or the Russo-Japanese war 
(1904-5), which established Japan as a rvorld power. Both 
these wars were fought basically over Korea, which Japan 
needed as a preliminary toehold on the mainland. Korea has 
been a Japanese colony since 1910. Politically it is a land of 
20,000,000 slaves. Beyond Korea—-China. 

In 1 g 15 came the famous Twenty-One Demands, which xvere 
forced on China during the Great War, when China xvas help¬ 
less and when Japan’s then-allies—Great Britain, Russia, 
France-had no time or energy to spare. We cannot list 
the Demands in full; they presented China with a forty-eight- 
hour ultimatum virtually imposing Japanese sovereignty 
on the country. Japan xvas to control Shantung, to extend 
her influence in Manchuria, to have special rights in Fukien, 
and to have mining and railway concessions elsewhere; China 
was to purcha.se most of her munitions from Japan, give Japan 
partial control of the Chinese police, and appoint Japanese 
political advisers. Through a variety of cirGumstances the 
Demands were watered down before they xvere accepted— 
partly as a result of vigorous prote!5t from the United States, 
which insisted that the ‘Opexi Door’ (equality of all nations 
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in China) be maintained—but they dearly marked a new and 
ambitious stage in Japan’s foreign ])olicy. 

In 1927^—another milestone—came the Tanaka Memorial, 
which purported to be a .statement by General Tanaka, then 
prime minister of Japan, of the trenchant aims of his country. 
It said: ‘For settling diflicuhies in Eastern Asia, Japan must 
adopt a policy of Blood and Iron. ... In order to conquer 
the world, Japan mirst conquer Europe and Asia; in order 
to conquer Eurnpe and A.sia, Japan must finst conquer China, 
and in order to conquer China, Japan imrst conquer Man¬ 
churia and Mongolia. Japan expects to fulfd the above 
programme in ten years.’ Japanese steadily have denied 
authenticity to the Tanaka ^fcmorial, hut the documcirt, 
genuine or not, certainly contained .some accurate prophecy. 
Japan has follotrcd it almost as faithfully a.s Hitler has fol¬ 
lowed Mein Kampj.' 

The next gi'eat milestone was the Mukden (Manchuria) 
incident of September 18, 1931, from which all subsequent 
history of the Far East deriv'es. 

The Manchurian Complex 

I pause notr to inspect Manchuria. It is impos.siblc to 
proceed witliout a survey of Manchurian background. Known 
nowadays as Manchukuo, it is one of the most fascinating 
regions in the world, a country twice the size of Germany 
(503,000 square miles), with roughly 35,000,000 people. For 
many yeans its chief characters were ttvo gxeat railways and a 
war lord. 

By almost every criterion—geography, language, history, the 
impact of .several inigration.s—Manchuria wa.s indispulably a 
part of China. It was the China 'above the tvall’.^ But it i.s 
one of those unfortunate I'egions where permanent interna¬ 
tional conflict is inevitable. Its position gave it formidable 
strategic importance, because it had a common frontier with 

1 One line in tl\e Memorial is, ‘In the future if wc wish to control China 
the primary move is to crugh the United States.’ 

® From this point on thei^^ill be considerable mention of Chinese 
affairs, but treatment of China proper does not begin till Chapter X 
For the Great Wall, .see Chapter X, ‘Chinese History: Two-Minute 
Glnnpse.* 
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Russia, and was exposed closely to Japanese penetration. It 
has even greater importancfe now, because it is the tremendous 
buiier between Japan, China, and the U.S.S.R. When Japan 
took it in 1931 the march to empire really began. 

Tunr back a little, I have mentioned the Sino-Japanese 
war of i8g.'|-5. This was a staggering catastrophe for China. 
What happened was that not only Japan but other powers took 
advantage of the Chinese defeat to grab loot as noted above. 
The best loot w'as in the Manchurian provinces. But it W'as 
not the only loot. The chief thieves were Russia and Japan in 
Manchuria. But the Germans seized Kiaochow, the British 
‘leased’ the port of Wei-hai-xvei and the Kowloon peninsula 
opposite Hong Kong, and the French took the bay of Kwang- 
chow in the far south. (What the United States did was enun¬ 
ciate the Open Door principle, without too sticky fingers.) 

The rivalry over loot between Russia and Japan at this time 
is a germinal fact the sprouting of which we still see to-day. 
The story is complex. First, China was forced to cede to Japan 
not only Formosa but that crucially important Manchurian 
area known as the Kwantung or laaotung peninsula—a sort 
of dagger pointing to Korea and Japan. 

Second, the great powers became alarmed that Japan should 
get this Kwantung peninsula and formed a ‘Dreibund’ (France, 
Russia, Germany), demanding that she give it back. Japan 
was forced to do so—but not to Ghina. It went to China in 
theory, but a member of the ‘Dreibund’, Russia, actually took 
it. So Czarist Russia seized the chief fruit of Japanese victory, 
which made the Japanese, a long-minded people, somewhat 
resentful of white inrperial methods. 

Third, China was assessed a considerable indemnity, and 
could not pay. So a Franco-Russian loan was floated, the pro¬ 
ceeds of which went to China^—in or'der to pay J apan—in re¬ 
turn for which Russian interests (behind whom were French 
investors) obtained highly important rights and concessions. 
A Russo-Ghinese bank was established, and its main function 
was to finance railway construction in Manchuria. Meantime 
Russia and China signed a secret treaty of alliance against 
Japanese aggression, Russia and France, in other words, were 
on one hand giving Japan its ca.sh indemnity, on behalf of 
China, while on the other, Russia and China were attempting 

I 
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to frcr/e japan out of furtlier China loot, especially in Man¬ 
churia. Result (folloiving Ru.ssian occupation of Manchuria 
and penetration toivards Korea): Japan’s successful attack on 
Russia in 1904. 

Vv^e must pause now to tell the story of the railways, which 
is also germinal. The struggle between railways in Man¬ 
churia and Sibeiia is progressing to this day. First, the 
Chinese Eastern Railway- 

This was the Ru-ssian line in Manchuria. It was built fol¬ 
lowing the e\cuts just described. Nominally the Chinese had 
a share in its direction, but in fact it was alnio.st totally a 
Russian institution. It ran from Manchouli, on the western 
frontier of Manchuria, to Vladivostok, the Russian port on 
the Pacific, and thus traversed Manchuria in roughly a north¬ 
west to south-east direction. Strategically it was of great im¬ 
portance, and for two reasons: (i) it ran parallel to the 
Trans-Siberian, which was exclusively on Russian territory, 
but by cutting through Manchuria shortened the distance to 
Vladivostok by several days; (2) it gave Russia a life-line into 
Manchuria, with all manner of derivative rights, for instance 
that of maintaining a military garrison—and Manchuria, be 
it remembered, was part of China. Presently the Chinese 
Eastern was extended with a spurline, running roughly north 
to south, from Harbin on the main line down through the 
Kwantung peninsula to Dalny (now called Dairen) and Port 
Arthur, wdrich was then Russian territory. 

Second, the South Manchuria Railway. Japan licked Russia 
in 1905, and by terms of the Treaty of Portsmouth promptly 
took back the Kwantung area, of which she had been deprived 
ten years before, and which thereafter became the spearhead 
of Japanese penetration into Manchuria. Also—and most 
importantly—Japan demanded and got most of the southern 
spur of the Chinese Eastern, which she renamed the South 
Manchuria Railway and promptly reorganised and extended. 
Thus began one of the greatest railway organisations in the 
world. The South Manchuria—commonly called the S.M.R. 
—was for twenty-five years and still is the artery of arteries 
through which Japan pumped money—and blood—into Man¬ 
churia. Japan got the right to keep troops in Kwantung—the 
origin of the Kwantung army I have already described—and 
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in the railway zone. Southern Manchuria, by reason oE the 
railway, became a Japanese sphere oE influence. The Rus¬ 
sians were forced to retreat into the noith. 

(It is convenient at this point, even if it means jumping ahead 
of the story, to deal briefly with the subsequent history of the 
Chinese Eastern. Friction xvas rife for yeais bettvoen the Japan¬ 
ese on their railway in the .south, and the Russians tvith theirs 
in the north. After the Great War the Soviet Government, 
much less imperialist than that of the Czar, surrendered its 
extraterritorial privileges in China, and in iggq partially 
turned back the Chinese Eastern to the Chinese, whose rail¬ 
way it should have been in the first place. But rivalries con¬ 
tinued to bring- trouble. First, the Chinese wanted more 
control, and provoked an incident in 1929 that brought actual 
if abortive warfare; Mr. Stimson had to invoke the Kellogg 
Pact. Second, tension between Russians and Japanese kept 
on mounting, and the Chinese Eastern remained the scene of 
interminable 'incidents'—murders of rail guards, wreckages 
of trains, and so forth. In 1934 Russia sold the railway out¬ 
right to Japan, after Japan had ousted China from the area. 
The Russians asked for 625,000,000 yen, and took 160,000,000, 
plus certain allowances. Promptly the Japanese changed it 
from the Russian broad gauge to normal, and incorporated 
it in the South Manchuria system. So the Chinese Eastern, 
after a history as noisy as that of any railway in the world, dis¬ 
appeared.) 

To return. While after 1905 the Japanese and Russians re¬ 
sharpened their tongues and sabres, the government of Man¬ 
churia was vested theoretically in Chinese hands. Manchuria 
was legally part of China. What were the Chinese doing to 
protect and preserve this vital province? Very little—becau.se 
from 1913 to 1928 Manchuria was under the control of a semi¬ 
independent war lord, the redoubtable Chang Tso-lin. We 
must have a paragraph about this gentleman. Enormous num¬ 
bers of Chinese were pouring into Manchuria, which was 
empty, from the northern provinces of China proper, which 
were suffocatingly crowded. Flow was Chang Tso-lin ruling 
them ? Mostly by playing China and Japan against each other. 

Chang Tso-lin was boi-n in 1873. Probably he was the most 
picturesque of all the great Chinese war lords. He was the soni 
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of a shepherd; he was a servant for a time and then a soldier; 
he became a guerrilla chieftain and was hired by the Japanese 
to harass the Russians. He maintained his connection with 
the Japanese until his death; but it was they who killed him. 
In Kjsa he boasted to a group of American newspaper men 
that in the past few years the Japanese had given him 
8.000,000 yen, and that before he was finished he would milk 
them of 80,000,000. He said that he never rendered service 
for the money until the last moment, and then only when he 
could not avoid it. Hdien he died he was worth at least 
50,000,000 Chinese dollans. At one rime a great American 
bank set up a branch in Manchuria merely to lake care of 
his investments. His fortune went largely to his son, the 
‘Young Marshal’ Chang Hsueh-liang, of whom we will hear 
much in this book. 

Chang Tso-lin was unlettered; but a great gentleman. He 
was a bandit and a killer; and he had a tidy acquisitive mind. 
He was a small man, paunchy towards the end, and pale with 
opium; he had exceptionally small and delicate hands, and 
was proud of his neat, finely formed features. Once he dined 
at the American Embassy in Peking; his host was somewhat 
shocked that he brought a bodyguard of twenty-five men, who 
also had to be fed. One serv'ant stood all evening before hi.s 
chair, holding ready a succession of lighted cigarettes. The 
legend is that he drank tigers’ blood as an aphrodisiac; the 
story is probably untrue, and derived from the fact that tigers' 
whiskers ai'e popular among Manchurians of the period, since, 
tied together like a fly whisk, they were supposed to be a love 
charm. So were the powdered horns of a certain kind of deer. 
Chang Tso-lin was fond of this powder. 

The Marshal rose by his own efforts, and by the sound 
practice of paying his troops well. The money of course he 
sucked out of the countryside. By 1913 he had become mili¬ 
tary governor of one of the Manchurian provinces and by 1918 
he was in control of all Manchuria. He .sided, but coyly, with 
the Ktiomintang revolutionists who made the Chinese re¬ 
public; his allegiance was a phenomenon subject to fluctua¬ 
tion. In 1924 he decided that Manchuria Was too small for 
his ambitions, and he expanded into China below the Great 
Wall; he took Peking, made it his capital, and wanted to be- 
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come Emperor oL China under a new dynasty. He started 
making his own imperial porcelain (a sure indication of mon¬ 
archical ambition); he prayed in those sections of the For¬ 
bidden City closed to all except the former Emperor; when he 
left his palace, the streets tverc shut off, and showered with 
golden sand. But rising in the south was Chiang Kai-shek, the 
irew nationalist leader. Chang and Chiang had worked to¬ 
gether—at a distance—but they didn’t approve of one another. 
Chiang Kai-shek was setting out to unily China as a republic, 
and his armies approached Peking. Marshal Chang’s allies 
melted atvay, and presently he himself had to flee. He had 
never sin rendered his hold on Manchuria, and with this 
giddy Peking period apparently terminated, he decided to 
return to Mukden, his home and original capital. He never 
got there. 

The bomb that killed him was carefully prepared and 
placed. The explosion took place just outside Mukden 
(June 4, 1928) as his special train, travelling on the Peking- 
Mukden line, crossed under the viaduct of the South Man¬ 
churia line to Dairen. The bomb, well within the Japanese 
railway zone, was apparently detonated by wires leading past 
Japanese sentries on the viaduct. Japanese workmen had been 
seen there in unusual circumstances during the day—pro¬ 
tected by the concrete pillboxes guarding the line—and 
Chinese who attempted to approach are said to have been 
shot. Chang Tso-lin was not in his own carriage when the 
bomb ripped the train apart. He was in the next car, and 
the explosion was timed perfectly to get him. The presump¬ 
tion is that the assassins had confederates actually on the 
train. . . . Few people know the precise details. Few will 
ever know. 

The Japanese—especially the young military—wanted to 
get rid of Chang Tso-lin for several reasons. First, he was too 
powerful; he was an essential obstacle in their plans to take 
Manchuria, Second, they feared that, even though, he had 
left Peking, he might come to an arrangement with Chiang 
Kai-shek rather than with them for the future development 
of Manchuria, Another cause of Japanese dissatisfaction was 
that ‘patriotically’ they resented his spending a vast amount of 
Manchurian revenue in Peking instead of Manchuria itself. 



INSIDE ASIA 


134 

He was draining the country white. So they drained him —of 
the blood in his small body. 

The Young Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang, his heir, succeeded 
in concealing for seven days the fact of his death, though every¬ 
one knerv that the attack had taken place. Thus the young 
man had time to consolidate his position. Then he became a 
very serious disappointment to the Japanese, who had had cer¬ 
tain hopes of him. He negotiated an agreement witli Chiang 
Kai-shek, when Peking fell, and raised the Kuomintang flag- 
in Mukden, thus denoting sub.scrvience lo the new nationalist 
regime. Manchuria became closer to China than it had been 
for a generation. The Young Marshal accepted a high post 
with the Kuomintang Government, and it seemed that all 
China—^above as well as below the Great Wall—was becoming 
in truth united at last. 

This the Japanese could not countenance. New plans were 
laid. For three years they manoeuvred for position. After a 
period of mounting tension there came another bomb explo¬ 
sion. It took place on a section of South Manchuria track 
not far from the one that killed Chang Tso-lin. The date 
was September 18, 1931. This explosion killed more than 
the one that killed Chang Tso-lin. It killed Manchuria. Its 
echoes were heard around the world. They have not ceased 
sounding yet. 

The Mother of Incidents 

The most extraordinary thing about the Mukden incident 
was that qtiite possibly there was no incident at all. 

Some time between 10 and 10.30 p.m. on September 18, 
1931, according to Japanese accounts, Chinese agitators or sol¬ 
diers blew up a section of the South Manchuria track just north 
of Mukden, at a place near the Peitaying (Chinese) b’arracks. 
(Remember: Manchuria was still technically part of China, 
except the Kwantung Territory and the narrow railway zone.) 
A fight took place between Chinese troops and Japanese railway 
guards—according to the Japanese. The explosion was an ex¬ 
ceedingly minor one. The only evidence adduced that the 
track was blown up was a collection of damaged plates and 
splintered ties, plus one slightly bent one-hundred-pound rail. 
No one Was allo-wed to visit the scene; evidence may have been 
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assembled ‘later’. A most amazing detail is that the I'egular 
express from Changchun to Mukden arrived at 10.30 p.m. on 
time, suffering no harm. At first the Japanese explained this 
by saying that the train passed the damaged section of track 
before the explosion; later they unbelievably asserted that— 
although the track was ripped up for a yard or so—the heavy 
express had hurdled the broken rail without the slightest in¬ 
jury. No one on the train, so far as is known, heard any bump. 

A great deal has been written about this affair. To date 
no evidence whatever has been produced to show that Chinese 
had anything to do tvith it. Nor is there any direct proof of 
Japanese complicity. We simply do not possess the details. 
The case is startlingly like the Reichstag fire in Germany, 
which prepared the way for Hitler to seize power; no one 
can prove that the Nazis started the fire (they blamed the 
Communists for it), but their connection with il was .suspicious 
to say the least, and they derived enormous profit from it. 
Similarly the Mukden incident was the signal by which Japan 
seized Manchuria. Of course a fire did actually burn in the 
Reichstag—perhaps two fires. But we are not absolutely sure 
of what happened at Pcitaying. Lord Lytton himself, who 
led the League of Nations commission, is careful to point out 
that his report never refers to the explosion itself as a fact, 
but merely to the incident as a whole and the events which 
indisputably followed it. Possibly the Japanese military 
‘framed’ the whole thing. They might have exploded a harm¬ 
less bit of dynamite next to the track, then placed there some 
bits of damaged wood and rail. As to the armed encounter 
with the Chinese, little evidence about it exists.' 

Of what happened almost instantly after the incident there 
is overwhelmingly full proof. The Japanese seized on it even 
more thoroughly than the Germans seized on the Reichstag 
fire. Indeed proof is complete that the Japanese put their 
forces in motion—or knew that they were going to put them 
in motion that night —before the incident. Troops moved 
into Manchuria from Korea before midnight. The whole of 
the Japanese military establishment on the mainland marched 

^ A judicious account of this puzzling episode is given by Ben Dorfraan, 
who was on the spot, in Harper’s MagaHn* for September 1934. I am 
following several of his conclusions. 
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with smooth precision. By dawn of September 19, a few 
hours after the explosion, their troops had captured the Chin¬ 
ese baiTacks and arsenal at Mukden, and were in action in 
the whole South Manchuria zone, fiom Dairen up to 
Changchun, The Chinese made no resistance. Within 
four clays Japanese conquest ol southern Manchuria was 
complete. 

There were scsci'al reasons why the Kwantung army chief¬ 
tains engineered the Mukden incident at this time. First, they 
were ats'are that a critical period was imminent in China, with 
the Young Marshal and theChinese nationalists working closely 
together. Second, they feared that they were losing influence 
vis-a-\is the civilians in the Tokyo cabinet. It may, inciden¬ 
tally, be said with complete a.ssurance that Baron Shideliara, 
the foreign minister of Japan at the time, knew nothing what¬ 
ever of the preparations for the incident; probably he first 
heard of it when he saw the morning papers. The Japanese 
military wanted to force the hand of the conciliatory element, 
and take Manchuria while the taking was good. Third, the 
international situation was propitious, as I shall note later on; 
there was small chance that America or England would inter¬ 
fere. Fourth, the military were taking advantage of what is 
known as the Nakamura affair. Captain Nakamura was a 
Japanese agent caught and executed by Chinese soldiers near 
the Mongolian frontier. Indignation and rage had swept 
Japan. 

The international repercussions of the Mukden incident are 
hardly part of our story. We must mention, however, that the 
League of Nations sent an exploratory commission to Man¬ 
churia, headed by Lord Lytton, and that Mr. Stinison, the 
American secretary of State, announced in January 193s, his 
policy of non-recognition, by which the United States refused 
to recognise ‘any situation, treaty, or arrangement brought 
about by means contrary to the Kellogg-Briand Pact’. The 
Japanese were held to have infringed this pact, to say nothing 
of the Nine Power Treaty associated with the Washington 
Naval Conference of 1922, which pledged the signatories— 
including Japan—to respect the territorial integrity of China. 
In October 1932 the Lytton commission found Japan guilty. 
To forestall the Lytton finding, the Japanese, working last. 
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set up Manchuria as an ‘independent state under the name 
“Manchukuo” soon afterwards Japan left the League, the 
first great power to do so. 

Meantime the Japanese extended their conquest in North 
Manchuria. Ancl .savage warfare broke out in China proper. 
Here the Chinese did resist. There was bitter fighting in and 
around Shanghai early in 1932. It came pEirtly because the 
Japanese navy, not to be outdone by the army, wanted an 
adventure too, partly as a result of the general strain in Sino- 
Japanese relations. The Chinese had established a damaging 
boycott on Japanese goods, and resentment at this by Japan 
led to local incidents, of which the Japanese took advantage 
to make unprovoked war. Fierce and heroic resistance by the 
Chinese 19th Route Army, a Cantonese force—Chiang Kai- 
shek stood aside—was unavailing, and Japan extended her 
sphere of influence in the Shanghai area. This was the 
second Sino-Japancse war. A truce was patched up, which 
lasted—more or less—till 1937. 

Philosophy of Undeclared Warfare 

Thus occurred the first in the modern cycle of undeclared 
wars. Later we had the Italians in Ethiopia and Albania, 
the Italians and Germans in Spain. Why did not the Japanese 
declare war frankly? There are several reasons. 

First, the conflict in its earlier stages was sub judice by the 
League of Nations, and Japan was doggedly hoping at that 
period not to be condemned by the League. 

Second, the world ‘war’ still possessed an ugly connotation, 
even in Japan. The Japanese had their own public opinion 
to consider. The militarists were willing to rvage war in the 
field, but not on paper. Overt warfare was not considered 
cjuite respectable in 1932. 

Third, the Japanese had public opinion in China to con¬ 
sider also, and it would have been invidious to declare war 
while they concurrently claimed to have only the friendliest 
feeling towards the Chinese, whom they wished to ‘liberate’. 
Additionally an open declaration of war would have added 
impetus to the boycott in China and perhaps other countries. 

Fourth, Japan did not want to violate the Kellogg-Briand 
Peace Pact. This well-known document is, like one species 
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ot' whale, devoid of teeth; nevertheless it is a potent instru¬ 
ment because no one knows just xvhat the United States might 
do if it were openly repudiated. No ivar in Europe or Asia 
has been formally declared since the Kellogg Pact was signed 
in 192S. No one quite dares to ignore it juridically. The 
fact continues to be remarkable that many people will .swallow 
painlessly a war which is not called a war, while openly de¬ 
clared tear gives a moral headache. So long as war is unde¬ 
clared, and the Kellogg Pact .stays theoretically inviolate, the 
piece of parchment at least is .sale. 

Fifth, the Japanese did not want to risk denunciation by 
the United States for violation of the Nine Power Treaty of 
192a, which they certainly did violate, but which they could 
claim they were not legally violating so long as war was not 
declared. Subtle people^—-the Japane.se! 

To-day the Japanese have a very much stronger motive for 
not declaring war. It is the United States Neutrality Act of 
1935. It is quite true that the President of the United Slates 
may invoke this act whenever he decides that a state of war 
exists, but its invocation, would be mandatory, not optional, 
upon formal declaration of war, and such invocation would be 
exceedingly inconvenient for Japan. For one thing, Japan 
could no longer purchase arms and munitions in the United 
States; for another, Japan could purchase raw materials only 
on a cash and carry basis. And the President might at his 
discretion place such items as petroleum and scrap on the 
embargo list, which would be damaging to Japan in the ex¬ 
treme. 

Politics by Jiu-Jitsu 

From 1932 to igg'y the Japanese performed a complex series 
of manceuvres in North China. A new period in expansion 
and penetration began. The Japanese were like their own 
wrestlers, grappling with the much larger opponent by strata¬ 
gems, by muscular co-ordination, by sharp awareness of the 
object desired. Among successive steps were the follow¬ 
ing: 

1. Japan extended the borders of the Manchukuoan state by 
conquering Jehol, the mountainous district which is the 
eastern section of Inner Mongolia, and which lay between the 
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old Manchuria and North China proper. Jehol' like Man¬ 
churia fell without a &U'ugglc, and its war lord, Tang Yu-lin, 
known as the ‘Opium King*, fled ignominiously. The story 
is well told in Eclgar Snow’s Far Eastern Front, a book not so 
widely known as it should be. The obliteration of Jehol was 
important; not only was the province rich—especially in 
opium, which can be a highly lucrative commodity—but 
strategically its 65,000 square miles opened the way to Inner 
Mongolia. Jehol fell to the Japanese in February 1933. Snow 
quotes a Reuter dispatch about its last disorganised and help¬ 
less hours: ‘Concubines passed in and out of the palaces and 
an occasional telephone call disturbed the sleepy orderly. 
General Tang looked “all-in”. He was still talking about light¬ 
ing to the last man, but . . . a.sked about his army, he said 
he did not know where it was,’ Tang was one of the worst of 
the old war lords. He taxed everything from frying pans to 
water buckets. 

2. In May 1933 came tlie Tangku Truce, which ended the 
Manchurian hostilities and by which the Chinese were forced 
to give up territory above the Great Wall. Additionally 
it further opened the way to Mongolia, which the Japanese 
coveted, by creating a demilitarised strip just below the Wall, 
in China proper. By the Tangku Truce the Japanese were 
able to claim new military rights within China itself. 

3. What is called the ‘Amau statement’ was issued in Tokyo 
in April 193.1. Mr. Amau (at present Japanese minister to 
Switzerland) was one of those famous ‘spokesmen’ in the Tokyo 
Foreign Office who obliquely ‘explained’ Japan’s actions to 
the ■world. His statement of April 1934 told other powers to 
keep hands oF China, especially in the matter of financial 
assistance (which was beginning on a considerable scale), de¬ 
manded repayment by the Chine,se of old Japane.se loans 
(which had been inflicted on China on preposterous terms), 
and was in effect the declaration of a Japanese ‘Monroe Doc¬ 
trine’ for the Chinese hinterland. 

4. General Doihara began his peregrinations to separate the 
Five Northern Provinces from China by intrigue and if 

^ Jehol is pronounced ‘Ruh-ho’. But don’t laugh. Think how we 
pronounce Cholrnondeley or Cirencester in contrast to the spelling, or how 
the French pronounce St. Quentin or Rheims. 



INSIDE ASIA 


140 

possible without hostilities. Japan felt that the moment was 
at haiul. Fiist, Manclitiria. Second, jeliol. Third, Norlh 
China itself. Doihaia very neatly succeeded. He almost got 
by lacility in negotiation (ol course he was negotiating mostly 
with prosit ale and corrupL Chine.se underlings) and without 
firing a shot what the Japanese army has, after almost tw^o 
years of expensive and bloody warfare, failed to get. 

5. Scv'cral steps accompanied the development of the Doi- 
hara ‘detachment’ policy. The Japanese garrison in Tientsin' 
was increased, and General Tada, its commander, announced 
that the Five Northern Provinces would be set up in an autono¬ 
mous gov ernment independent of the Chinese national govern¬ 
ment. Clriang Kai-shek could not protest; he was too busy 
chasing communists in the south. Came the Ho-Umcdzu 
agreement of June 1935. The Japanese forced the Chinese 
minister of war, General Ho Ying-chin, to accept demands 
which have never been published in detail, but which certainly 
diminished gravely Chinese suzerainty in the north. China 
was compelled to abolish the ‘Peking Political Council’, one 
of the agencies of the national government in Peking, and to 
suppress Kuomintang activity in the north. 

6. The first concrete result of detachment was the Plopei- 
Chahar Political Council created late in 1935. Plopei is the 
province near Peking and Tientsin; Chahar is part of Inner 
Mongolia. The new council was ‘appointed’ by the nalional 
government, and vv'as in theory ‘re.sponsible’ lo it, but on the 
understanding that it vv'ould be virtually autonomous under 
Japanese control. The Hopei-Chahar Political Council adum¬ 
brated a puppet state, but did not actually establish it. Its 
head. General Sung Cheh-yuan, had to take orders from the 
Japanese, continued to look to Ghiang Kai-shek for ‘supreme’ 
authority. 

7. The Japanese carved out in part of Hopei an actual 
autonomous area, which did not maintain any pretence of 

^•A result of the Boxer Protocol. In 1900 an uprising of patriotie 
Chinese, the famous ‘Boxer Rebellion’, came to a climax in Peking against 
foreigners. China was punished by an indemnity, and by the establish¬ 
ment of the Legation Q.uarler in Peking where foreigners had the right to 
■maintain their own troops; they also were empowered to garrison the 
railway line. A Japanese garrison was stationedat the port of Tientsin. 
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allegiance to Chiang Kai-shek, called the East Hopei Autono¬ 
mous Council. Elcre an overt puppet ruled, the feeble General 
Yin Ju-king, ivho had a Japanc.se wife and who spoke Japanese. 
East Hopei came to be ol great importance, because it adjoined 
the sea, and the Japanese could thus smuggle goods into China 
customs-lree. They filled North China with textiles, sugar, 
and other commodities, without paying a cent of duty; the 
Chinese Government is said to have lost £10,000,000 per year 
revenue as a result. Here was a new technique in imperial¬ 
ism; conciuest through smuggling. 

8. In January 1936 Foreign Minister Hirota enunciated 
three points for Sino-Japanese ‘co-operation’, which were to 
govern all future intercour.se between the two countries. First, 
cessation of anti-Japanese activity in China, including the 
boycott: second, recognition by China of Manchukuo and in¬ 
auguration of economic collaboration; third, joint action, pre¬ 
sumably by military means, by Japan and China to wipe out 
the Chinese communists—who had become the chief anti- 
Japanese elements in China. The Nanking government could 
not, obviously, accept these demands and remain an independ¬ 
ent nation. Chiang Kai-shek, playing for time, made no 
definite answer. 

9. The Japanese began actual military invasion of Stiiyuan 
(one of the Five Northern Provinces, and a part of Inner Mon¬ 
golia) though the attacking force was called ‘Manchukuoan’. 
This was late in 1936. It was part of the Ishihara policy, in 
contrast to the Doihara scheme of conquest by negotiation. 
General Ishihara thought that Japanese occupation of Inner 
Mongolia was an essential part of Japan’s ‘defence’ against the 
Soviet Union. The invasion was a failure. Presently it was 
obscured by a much more important event—the kidnapping of 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek at Sian by the Young Marshal 
and the Chinese communists, who resented his apparent yield¬ 
ing to Japanese demands. This event w'e deal with in detail 
later. 

The Japanese had become somewhat too confident as a result 
of these five years of impenetration and manoeuvre. And the 
Chinese dragon, which had been a worm, showed signs of be¬ 
coming a dragon again. Students in the north, members of 
the National Salvation Group of Mme Sun Yat-sen, created 
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serious agitation. There was iiuca.sy stalemate for a few 
month.s, and in July 1937 the Japanese military precipitated 
the iMarco Polo incident near Peking. Presumably this was to 
be merely the excuse for taking over the Peking area. But hos¬ 
tilities cpiickly spread to the south. So the third Sino-Japancse 
war began. So war—a real one—came, it i.s still going on. 

Anli-Cominiern and/or Anti-Russian Pact 

Japan and Germany signed the treaty which came to be 
known as the Anti-Comintern Pact in November 1936. Its 
chief architects tvere the German Ambassador in Tokyo and 
the lapancse military attache in Berlin, and it is commonly 
said that the Tokyo Foreign Office, which had little to do with 
it, greeted it somewhat wanly. Meantime Germany and Italy 
established the Rome-Berlin Axis, and in November 1937, 
Italy joined the Anti-Comintern Pact between Japan and 
Germany as an ‘original’ signatory. Thus the Rome-Berlin- 
Tokyo ‘triangle’ came into being. The world saw the incep¬ 
tion of a Ta,scist Internationale’. 

Japan and Germany at least have strong community of 
intei'est. Both countries believe in race, and Japan has begun 
to flirt with anti-Semitism; both are expansionist states, which 
were once put in the ‘Have-Not’ category; both fear and dis¬ 
like the U.S.S.R. on nationalist grounds. Japan borrowed its 
constitution from a German model, and built its schools and 
trained its army with German methods. In Japan, conversely, 
I felt that I was beginning to understand something of Nazi 
religious impulses and ideas. Worship of the state, with Plitler 
as its prophet, is strikingly like Shinto and Emperor-worship 
in Japan.' In igsSa'cultureaccord’wassignedbctweenJapan 
and Germany, and one of its first results—though one would 
not normally put it in the culture classification—was complete 
publication of Mein Kamp/ in Japanese. As regards economics 
Japanese-German collaboration has amounted to little, since 

^ An interesting subsidiary point is that Japan, like Germany, has begun 
to cultivate assiduously Moslem sentiment throughout the world. Moham¬ 
medan missions have visited Japan, and the Japanese, like the Germans, 
warmly support the Arab cause in Palestine. This is partly reflection of a 
general anti-British attitude, partly an aspect of policy in China, where 
there are many Mohammedans—^particularly in the Kansu region adjacent 
to Soviet Russia—^whom the Japanese would like to win over. 
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Japan above all wants credit, a commodity which neither Ger¬ 
many—nor Italy, the other ally—can export. An Italian 
economic mission visited Japan in 1938, but did not accom¬ 
plish much. An Ilalo-Japanese ‘culture treaty’ followed in 

1939- 

The Anti-Comintern Pact is not an anti-Comintern Pact at 
all, as even official Japanese will (after argument) concede. It 
is an anti-Russian pact. The Comintern (Communist Inter¬ 
national) has been about as dead as General Grant since 1935 
when Stalin adopted the Popular Front policy, that is, co¬ 
operation with bourgeois parties abroad instead of revolution¬ 
ary activity. Revolutionary communism may revive in time, 
but contemporaneously the German and Japanese fear, not 
communist propaganda in their countries, which they assert to 
be integrated states completely free of subversive elements, but 
the formidable geographic and military power of the Soviet 
Union. They have designs on Russia, as both have freely 
admitted; therefore they combined against her. The situation 
has changed little since the days of the Czars. Russia, what¬ 
ever its internal politics, is the enemy, and the Germans and 
Japanese used the ‘anti-Comintern’ phrase mostly as a blind. 

The Anti-Comintern Pact is not popular in Tokyo, but is 
accepted dutifully. As it stands it means very little except as 
expression of a point of view. The Japanese were puzzled and 
hurt, when, during the Sudeten crisis, it seemed to mean less 
even than that, since it was widely printed that in the event 
of general war Germany would give Japan no more than ‘moral’ 
aid. Germany, it was said, would not .support Japan if the 
Japanese attacked the Soviet Union. In January 1939, how¬ 
ever, rumours were heard that the Anti-Comintern Pact might 
be expanded into a military alliance. 

A Sense of Time 

The Japanese have a wonderfully developed instinct for 
accurate timing. For instance they arranged the Mukden 
incident in September 1931 when Chiang Kai-shek was facing 
a new civil war, when England was about to go off gold, when 
America was distraught with economic crisis. 

For instance they made the Marco Polo incident in July 
1937, when the present war began, with full consideration of 
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the fact that Stalin had just clamagingly purged the Russian 
army, that China was becoming strongly united as a result of 
the Sian kidnapping, that Britain was too worried liy Hitler 
to pay attention to much else, and that in Japan itself the 
army had met electoral rebuff. 

Important events in Europe usually find quick repercussion 
in japan. The Japanese make adroit trouble when Europe’s 
back is turned. Immediately after the Munich settlement in 
October 1938 they took Canton; immediately after the fall of 
Barcelona two months later they took Hainan; immediately 
after the seizure by Germany of what was left of Czechoslovakia, 
in March 1939, they stretched out a long arm and took the 
Spratly Island group near Singapore—the furthest extension 
of power they have yet dared to make. 



CHAPTER VIH 


GUINEA PIGS OF MANCHUKUO 


‘Japan is Manchukuo’s head family and Manchukuo is Japan’s branch 
family.’ 

—^War Minister General Itagaki. 


W E turn now to Manchukuo to-day. Correctly we should 
say ‘Manchutikuo’, which means ‘Manchu Imperial 
Land’ rvhereas ‘Manchukuo’ means merely ‘Manchu Land’. 
In 1934 Japan decided that to make the country ‘independent’ 
was not enough; it must be nothing less than an Empire, and 
Mr. Henry Pu-yi was crowned as Emperor. To say that Man¬ 
chukuo is in reality independent is to talk preposterous non¬ 
sense. The country is nothing more than a Japanese colonial 
preserve, run by Japan for Japan: the myth of its ‘indepen¬ 
dence’ is a glaring contemporary fiction. 

What is a Manchu? The word means ‘pure’. A Manchu 
history exists, but as a contemporary political reality the 
Manclius are extinct. Originally they were Tungu or Tartar 
tribesmen, who settled in the rich Manchurian plain; a 
thousand years ago at least they began to inter-marry with the 
Chinese, who moved into Manchuria in gi'eat numbers and 
absorbed them. In a.d. 1616 a powerful leader, Nurhachu, 
rose against the Ming dynasty that ruled China; he overthrew 
Ming power first in Mukden, then in Peking. So (1644) began 
the Manchu dynasty in China, which Listed till 1912. Man¬ 
churia remained part of China. With the exception of a few 
isolated ‘pockets’ mentioned in the Lyuton Report, no pure 
Manchus survive. The language is a historical curiosity; 
only 250 books written in it are known, and these are transla¬ 
tions from the Chinese. Manchukuo or Manchutikuo is, and 
has been for generations, ninety-five per cent Chinese. 

I have mentioned the great size of the country. Mostly it 
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is a vast plain. It looks like Nebraska. It has never been 
fully surveyed, and no one—not even the Japanese who occupy 
it now—knows what riches they have to exploit. But it cer¬ 
tainly contains very large deposits of coal and iron, tremendous 
timber regions, a considerable amount of gold, good agricul¬ 
tural land, and a foreign trade worth £80,000,000. It i.s the 
home of the soya bean, that ubiquitous product w'hich is food 
to the Chinese and Japanese (as well as oil, fertiliser, fuel, 
what not) and steering wheels to Henry Ford. Also it produces 
opium in great quantity, the trade in ivhich has mounted stag¬ 
geringly. 

Kwantung Laboratory 

The most interesting thing about Manchukuo is that the 
Kwantung army, w'hich we have described in Chapter III 
above, is making of it a kind of proving ground, a testing 
station, for social and economic theory. Manchukuo to-day 
is rapidly becoming a collectivist paradise, though the army 
has met severe resistance from the South Manchuria Railway, 
the other agency which seeks to dominate the country. If the 
Kwantung officers decide that their Manchukuoan experiment 
is a success, then we may expect further extension of totali¬ 
tarian economy in Japan—and China. Manchukuo is proof 
of the army pamphlet pudding. It is the great guinea pig of 
Asia. 

The Kwantung army abolished extraterritoriality in Man¬ 
chukuo, thus seeking to freeze foreign business out. It set up 
rigid currency control, and inaugurated plans for collectivising 
agriculture and controlling industry. Some farms are taken 
over by the state, and some are left untouched, so that the 
army authorities can see which system works best. The army 
has studied long range planning in great detail—e.specially in 
regard to hydro-electric development and conservation—and 
has outlined a Five-Year Plan of industrial development which 
is startlingly similar to the Five-Year Plan in Russia. 

Basic authority for control of industry came with Imperial 
Ordinance No. 67, promulgated in May 1937. The terms are 
sweeping. No new industrial venture may be launched with¬ 
out consent of the government, and the state is given authority 
to control those now existing. The state has power to scrutinise 



GUINEA PIGS OF MANCHUKUO I47 

balance sheets and operating plans, to hx prices, and to inaugu¬ 
rate and suspend pioduction. In other words, the state—that 
is, the Kwantung army—rules. Private capital, it it has no 
right to fix prices, to start new business, is helpless. 

Eleven industries are exclusively opeiated by the state: 

Electric generation and supply 
Electric transmission 
Automobile manufacturing 
Petroleum refining 
Coal mining 
Explosives manufacture 
Aviation 

Life insurance up to policies of 2,000 yen 
Schoolbook publication 
Opium refining and sale 

The state does not operate, but controls, the following indus¬ 
tries: 


Aircraft manufacture 

Woollen textiles 

Matches 

Cement 

Oil crushing 

Sugar 

Beer 

Hemp 

Automobile transport 

Finally, the slate participates in the conti'ol of: 

Forestry 

Alcohol manufacturing 
Light metals 
News service 
Liquid fuel 
Cotton textiles 
Fertilisers 

In all these enterprises the state will ‘rationalise output’. 
All reserves of raw materials are to be considered ‘defence re¬ 
sources’ of the state. Finally, a stock company was set up as a 
sort of holding company for various industrial enterprises 
under these plans. The Planning Board of the Kwantimg 
army estimates that a total investment of 2,450,000,000 yen 
(£132,300,000) will be necessary by 1942. 
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Struggle with the South Manchuria followed. The rail¬ 
way wa.s asked to contribute not less than 900,000,000 yen of 
this great sum. The situation is peculiar. The South Man¬ 
churia is more than a railway. It is a huge indirstrial complex 
itself, rvith interests in timber and hotels, soya beans and steel 
and chemicals; it controls seventy-two industrial undertakings. 
The directors of the South Manchuria, who liked to regard the 
old Manchuria as their own province, became timid of the 
totalitarian aspects of the new policy, jealous of the Kwantung 
army putting it through, and fearful of their good eight per 
cent dividends. But—the critical point—the South Man¬ 
churia is, and always has been, owned fifty per cent by the 
Japanese Government. So the Kwantnng army had simply to 
exert pressure on Tokyo to get its w'ay. Yosuke Matsuoka, 
who in some respects is very close to the army, became head of 
the South Manchuria. The Kwantung officers were able in 
effect to dominate the South Manchuria in two directions; 
first by activity on the spot, second by pressure on the Japan¬ 
ese Government, which it in part controlled, and which in 
part controlled the railway. 

The army’s point of view was simple. Let the South Man¬ 
churia retrench, and devote itself simply to the railway busi¬ 
ness anyway. Let it continue to assist Japanese imperialism 
in the sphere of communications, especially in building stra¬ 
tegic railways; let it drop its industrial and commercial 
acCTetions. So an oi'ganisation known as the Japanese-Man- 
churia Trading Company was organised to replace the old sales 
and supplies division of the S.M.R., which is now handling the 
output of the collieries at Fushun and the other mining 
properties of the railway. The railway company still pro¬ 
duce the goods, but the army, that is the Manchukuoan state, 
markets them. Likewise such S.M.R. subsidiaries as the Man¬ 
churia Chemical Industries Company, the Showa Steel Com¬ 
pany, and the Manchu Electric Industry Company have been 
reorganised, with the army in control. Still the army is not 
satisfied. Recently the official Manchukuoan news agency 
announced that the S.M.R. was an ‘anachronism, intent on 
maintaining its kingdom and not understanding the post¬ 
incident outlook’, and demanding its ‘reformation’. 

To summarise: the Kwantung army feels that if the new 
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Manchukuoan state is to be built on rational economic lines, 
the power of private capital as represented by the huge hori¬ 
zontal monopoly of the S.M.R. must be broken. Nevertheless 
the S.M.R. is useful at the moment, and therefore should be 
dealt ivith gradually. 

Emperor Hank 

His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Manchukuo is almost 
certainly the only man alive who has been a monarch three 
different times in his lifetime. 

Henry Pu-yi was born in Peking in 1906, the grand-nephew 
of the old Empress Dowager.' He was crowned Emperor of 
China, Son of Heaven, Emperor of the World, Lord of a Mil¬ 
lion Years, at the age of two. His father (who is still alive but 
who lives in obscure retirement now) became Regent for him, 
but the dynasty was blasted out of China in 191a. Henry Pu-yi, 
then aged six, abdicated; no harm came to him, and the good 
republicans gave him a stipend of $4,000,000 (Chinese) per 
year and permitted him to continue residence in the Forbidden 
City. In 1917 came a monarchical coup d’etat and he became 
Emperor again, under the name Hsuan Tung, for a few days. 
Then he continued to live quietly in Peking, and in 1922 
married a Manchu girl, Elizabeth Yuang, who had been 
brought up by American missionaries. In 1924 he was kicked 
out of the Forbidden City, and his friend Colonel Doihara 
smuggled him to Tientsin. In 1932 he was imported into 

^ More should be known of this wonderful old woman, who was a 
kind of Chinese Catherine the Great. Her career was bizarrely colourful. 
Originally she was a concubine; and she ruled the Chinese Empire for 
forty-seven years! Largely her technique was to establish the succession 
through minors, and then to dominate them from behind the scenes. 
She came to power in i86i. On November 14, 1908, her nephew the 
tlien-Emperor, whom she had kept prisoner on an island in the Summer 
Palace, was found strangled. She then picked his son Henry Pu-yi for 
the succession. The next day she herself died suddenly. In her early days, 
before she went into the harem, she was called Yehonala. Then she was 
known as Kuei-fei (Concubine) I. As Empress and Regent she was 
named Tzu Hsi; as Empress Dowager she liked to be addressed by 
her full title, which was Motherly Auspicious Orthodox Heaven-Blest 
Prosperous All-Nourishing Brightly-Manifest Calm Sedate Perfect Long- 
Lived Respectful Reverend Worshipful Illustrious Exalted Empress 
Dowager. (See the Encyclopaedia Sinica, p. 624.) 
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Manchukuo as ChieL Executive, and in 1934 became Em¬ 
peror. 

Henry’s tutor for many years was a cultivated Englishman 
and Sinologue Sir Reginald Johnston. It wa.s Johnston who 
first bought him a tennis racket, gave him a bicycle. When 
young Henry began practising bicycle riding on one wheel 
the court attendants ivere horrified; they said it would damage 
his manhood. Johnston also gave Henry the name he is best 
known by; he was studying English history, and Johnston sug¬ 
gested that he adopt the name of the English king he liked most. 
The young Emperor chose Henry VIII. Since coronation in 
Manchukuo his style of address has changed again, and he is 
called the Emperor ‘Kang Teh’; this name was chosen by a con¬ 
sortium of philosophers, and means ‘Exalted Virtue’.' A few 
Chinese still maintain reverence for Henry. In one Peking 
museum is still preserved a can of dog biscuit from his child¬ 
hood days. 

Henry is very tall, almost six feet, but he weighs only 102 
pounds. He was given an armoured Lincoln motor-car, but 
could not sit in it in full regalia, because the special armouring 
raised the seat. The car was remodelled then, and the springs 
compressed. Henry almost never uses the car, because in 
effect he is a prisoner in his residence, which is the old Salt 
Gabelle building. He has no palace, but his salary is said to 
be £100,000 per year. The Japanese let him see no one. He 
is locked up like a case of mumps. One of his servants is re¬ 
ported to have said, ‘He hates the Japanese just as much as I 
do, but he gets paid more for it.’ 

Unfortunately Henry has no children, which is one reason 
why his Japanese employers are now cool to him. They 
wanted him above all to found a dynasty. He is fond of his 
wife, and for a long time resisted Japanese demands that he 
take a concubine. Pie finally did, selecting one from photo¬ 
graphs provided by a marriage broker, but after a time she 
left him. He has resolutely refused to take another. The 

The present writer was somewhat horrified to discover that his own 
name, which the Chinese pronounce ‘Guan-teh’, was best rendered in 
Chinese by the characters ‘Kang Teh’. This puts the writer in a class 
above his friend Peter Fleming, who in Chinese merely becomes ‘Learned 
Engraver on Stone’. 
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Japanese, annoyed, have as a result treated him—and his wife 
—with even less consideration than before. 

Henry is a mild, amiable and unfortunate aeature, whose 
good qualities of modesty and intelligence have been obscured. 
As a political force he does not exist. The irreverent call him 
‘Hank’, and it can be said with complete assurance that he is 
the least consequential monarch on earth. 

The Political Landscape 

A totalitarian economy would seem to demand a mass politi¬ 
cal party to express its aims, and the Kwantung army set out 
presently to create one. This is a curious and revealing point: 
normally it is the party (as in Germany, Russia, Italy), which 
creates the government; in Manchukuo the equation goes 
backward, with the government creating the mass party. It 
is, I heard it said, ‘totalitarianism in reverse’. The new party 
is an organisation known as the Concordia Society. 

It was also found necessary—again a reversal of the normal 
procedure—to establish a philosophy, an ideology or series 
of political myths, under which the new party should operate. 
Hence, with true Japanese efficiency, an official philosophy 
was formulated, so that the new party could have something 
to believe in. The philosophy, which aims to resurrect the 
old Confucian virtues of diligence, filial piety, and the like, is 
named from the Chinese philosopher Mencius, and is called 
‘Wang Tao’—-the Kingly Way. 

The aim of the Concordia Society is to broaden the basis of 
support to the regime, yet its printed matter is in Japanese, 
not Chinese. And there are at least 30,000,000 Chinese in 
Manchukuo, as against only 400,000 Japanese, almost all of 
whom are soldiers or officials, and who do not need conversion 
anyway. Concordia members—there are said to be 300,000— 
wear chocolate coloured uniforms (‘the national defence 
colour’), go to culture meetings, attend athletic festivals, 
preach race harmony, build up ‘national’ spirit, and have free 
vacations in Japan. The Concordia creed asks members to 
work for Wang Tao, to ‘eliminate the poison of a military 
system’ (this is an organisation founded by the Kwantung 
army!) and to ‘resist the possession of people’s minds by 
capitalist philosophy or communist principles’. The Emperor 
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and prime minister are ex-officio Governor and President re¬ 
spectively of the Concordia Society; yet it is maintained that 
it is a ‘private’ organisation. Japanese always leave a loophole. 

General Ueda, the commander in chief of the Kwantung 
army, Japanese Ambassador to Manchukuo, and undisputed 
ruler of the country (under Heniy Pii-yi) said of the Con¬ 
cordia Society recently, ‘It was born at the same time as the 
state. It is a fixed political, cultural, and practical state organ. 
It guaids the state, and educates the people so that the purpose 
of the state will be realised.’ 

A latv reorganising the government of Manchukuo on a 
semi-totalitarian basis was promulgated in May 1937. It 
centralises the administration, with the prime minister as 
head of what is called the State Council, and as the only mini¬ 
ster of state. Under him is the General Aflairs Board, which 
makes most important decisions in association with the 
Kwantung array. The prime minister of Manchukuo is a 
Chinese; but the head of the General Affairs Boatd, a Japanese 
civilian named Naoki Ploshino, tells him what to do. 

Japanese have all the good jobs. They have, in fact, almost 
all the jobs. In the Department of Public Peace, for instance, 
eighty-two per cent of the personnel is J apanese; in the General 
Aflairs Board, seventy-two per cent; in the Foreign and Home 
Office, sixty-three per cent; in the courts, eighty-seven per cent; 
in the Bureau of Capital Construction, eighty-eight per cent; 
in the Metropolitan Police Board, sixty-five per cent; in in¬ 
dustrial undertaking, eighty per cent; in the Department of 
Public Welfare, sixty-one per cent; in the provincial govern¬ 
ments, at least sixty per cent. 

In July 1937, Lieutenant General Chikushi, the Japanese 
vice-president of the Manchukuoan Privy Council, resigned 
his post and left the country, in protest that Chinese were so 
rigorously excluded from jobs and opportunities for leader¬ 
ship. He was seventy-four, and the oldest Japanese official 
in the country. He said, ‘The policy of the Manchukuoan 
government is determined at present not by deliberations of 
the cabinet but by the whim of one or two powerful indivi¬ 
duals.’ Surprisingly enough, this rebellious statement was 
freely printed in Japan, but suppressed in Manchukuo. 

The first prime minister of Manchukuo was Cheng Hsiao- 
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hsu, who died in 1938, aged seventy-eight. He was an old- 
style Chinese scholar and civil servant, a royalist who rejected 
the Chinese republic. For a time he worked well with the 
Japanese, then came to detest them, and when it appeared 
that his master, Flenry Pu-yi, was to become nothing more 
than a puppet, he resigned. Fie was an exceptionally accom¬ 
plished calligrapher. When the Japanese created their puppet 
state in North China early in 1938, they tried hard to get 
Cheng Hsiao-hsu to head it; he refused. But the Japanese 
respected him, and when he died they gave him an imposing 
funeral. 

The present prime minister, General Chang Ching-hui, is 
much less a man. He is said to be largely illiterate (as the 
Chinese put it politely, he knows only ‘a few’ characters) and 
like his late leader Chang Tso-Iin, began life as a bandit. He 
held various posts in Chinese provincial governments, and 
joined the Japanese in 1931. Fie rose to be minister of w'ar, 
and then got the premiership. In fairness to the Japanese it 
should be said that it is extremely difRcult to find Chinese of 
any calibre who will take any jobs with them at all; they have 
to use what material they can get. Chang Ching-hui was 
boi'n in 1871. 

Imperialism Costs Money 

I have heard Japanese proudly (and somewhat obtusely) say 
that Hsinking, the new capital of Manchukuo, would become 
to Tokyo what Alexandria was to Rome. A rather ominous 
comparison. 

Imperialism is expensive. Other powers than Japan, gamb¬ 
ling on great profit, have discovered this unfortunate truth. 
Estimates of the total sum spent by Japan in Manchuria are 
difficult to make, but one good calculation is that the mother 
country spent two billion yen there before 1931, and the ex¬ 
penses since the incident have averaged at least 500,000,000 
yen (£27,000,000) per year. Not all of this is lost, since Man¬ 
chukuo pays some return, for instance in profits of the S.M.R., 
emigrant remittances, and export trade. T. A. Bisson, an 
expert in Far Eastern affairs, calculated that in an average 
year, 1936, Japan spent 716,416,000 yen in Manchukuo, and 
received from Manchukuo 468,400,000 yen—a net loss of 
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248,016,000 yen. But these figures do not include the cost of 
upkeep of the Kwantung army, which are at least 200,000,000 
yen per year additional. 

For this sum Japan gets a good deal at present and in the 
future hopes to get a great deal more. A new repository for 
heavy indu.stry. A wonderfully ample storehouse of raw 
materials. A market for Japanese exports. A potent lever on 
China. A good strategic frontier against Russia. Above all, 
an imperial domain. 

It hoped too to get land for surplus population. But, as I 
have indicated, Manchukuo has been disappointing as a 
colonial enterprise. Emigrants .so far have been of two classes 
only, the extremely poor, who could not resist the small sub¬ 
sidy offered for emigration, and the fanatic patriots; altogether 
only about ten thousand emigrants have arrived to date. This 
unimpressive figure has cau.scd alarm, and recently official im¬ 
petus was given to the emigration movement—which however 
is not called ‘emigration’ but ‘mass movement of race’—by 
establishment of the Manchuria Colonisation Society, capital¬ 
ised at 50,000,000 yen. The object is to settle 1,000,000 
Japanese families—say 5,000,000 people—by 1958, a pro¬ 
gramme ivhich will cost inordinately. ‘Manchukuo must 
have a sizeable and well distributed Japanese minority to lead 
every phase of activity,’ it is proclaimed. The first batch of 
500 irarnigi-ants under the new system were given three weeks' 
training in a national labour school, and then placed in a 
10,000 hectare tract. The temperature wdien they arrived— 
Manchukuo is not a tropical country—was 38.5 degrees below 
zero. 

One reason why Manchukuo has been so expensive is the 
enormous new railway development. The Japanese took over 
the old Chinese lines w'hich had fed the South Manchuria, 
and built out new spurs from the old Chinese Eastern. Three 
of these spurs prodded towards the Soviet frontier, wdiich they 
reached in two places (the third points to Outer Mongolia) 
and were obviously planned for military purposes. Altogether 
the Japanese have built 2j8oo miles of new railway in seven 
years. In Korea two ports have been developed, Seishin and 
Rashin—Rashin is entirely new—underneath the Soviet bor¬ 
der and Vladivostok. By use of these new ports and the new 
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railways serving them the Japanese hope to be able to pour 
troops into North Manchuria—adjoining the Soviet Union— 
several days more quickly than would be possible via Dairen 
and the South Manchuria route. 

Another expensive item is banditry, but this has diminished 
from the terrihe peak it reached in 193S-3. The Japanese 
keep accurate statistics on bandit activity, which is plotted 
like a fever chart. Day by day, carefully recorded, the graph 
goes up or down. I cannot resist some condensed quotations 
from the official Japan-Majichukuo Yearbook, 1938 edition: 


Table 5. bandit activities in manchukuo. 1935 



Jan. 

May 

Sept, 

Total (1935) 

No, of bandit raids 

2>325 

3,635 

4,628 

39,151 

No. of bandits involved 

93,880 

193,737 

205,405 

1,783,880 

No. of suppressive expeditions 

1,50a 

2,284 

2,620 

24,150 

Bandit Losses: 

Killed 

763 

1,600 

1,153 

13,338 

Injured 

847 

1,113 

1,214 

11,815 

Captured 

274 

Q04 

164 

2,703 

Arms 

406 

466 

634 

6,265 

Ammunitions (rounds) 

a ,457 

9,258 

5,134 

91,780 

Horses 

696 

453 

681 

7,248 

Captives (? horses) 

262 

357 

731 

381 

Suppression Troops Losses: 

Killed 

61 

136 

'43 

1,361 

Injured 

107 

150 

275 

2,276 

Held Captives 

31 

66 

82 

753 

Arms 

34 

228 

170 

2,404 

Ammunitions (rounds) 

36,737 

23,295 

5,503 

218,644 

Horses 

33 

23 

12 

571 

Civilian Losses: 

Killed 

150 

318 

281 

2,51a 

Injured 

216 

309 

306 

2,809 

Held captives 

835 

2,282 

3,560 

27,531 

Arms 

123 

827 

157 

2,184 

Ammunitions (rounds) 

1,447 

434 

1,375 

20,723 

Horses 

2,882 

961 

2,470 

5,005 

36,877 

No. of houses 

2,028 

1,868 

19,326 

Cash (Manchukuoan Yuan) 

128,331 

50,949 

94,073 

809,998 


Another exhaustive table classifies the bandits by provinces; 
another (Table 7), concerns the size of bandit raids. 
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Table 7. size of bandit groups and raids classified. 1935 



No. of 


Size of Groups 



raids 

1-30 

51-100 

301-500 

January 

2)325 

1)743 

131 

12 

February 

1,617 

1,102 

142 

7 

March 

2,632 

1,958 

188 

19 


And so on. 

Bandits were once cla.ssified officially in four categories 
(‘Patriotic’, ‘Religious’, ‘Old Style’, and ‘Bandits of Despair’, 
i.e. desperately poor peasants), but now only three groups are 
recognised: first, communists, who are tied up with the national 
movement in China; second, ‘nationalists’, who are pre-1931 
insurrectionaries; third, bandits proper, i.e., desperadoes and 
brigands who do not dignify their activity by patriotic sym¬ 
bolism. 

For a time suppression necessitated a form of punitive 
guerrilla warfare; as recently as 1937 Japan was supposed to 
have had to put 80,000 men in the field. But gradually a new 
technique developed, based partly on new roads, and the 
bandits were forced back into the mountains. The authori¬ 
ties took to surrounding disaffected villages with barbed wire, 
and literally padlocking them. The bandits sooner or later 
had to enter villages for food and ammunition; if they could 
not get in—and if peasants suspected of complicity could not 
get out—the problem was on the way to solution. There are 
several thousand Manchukuoan villages completely circled 
with wire and carefully guarded; they are a unique pheno¬ 
menon, and have gi'eatly reduced the guerrilla total. 

The Imperial Japanese army, i.e., the Kivantung army, is 
never used in suppressing banditry. Instead there are the rail¬ 
way guards, the special force known as the Peace Protection 
army, and the Manchukuoan army itself, which is composed 
of Chinese officered by Japanese. Privates in the Man- 
chuktioan army are allowed only five rounds of ammunition 
daily, though their service has been loyal—so far. 

Chinese peasants and townsmen in Manchuktio have several 
complaints, though political fermentation hardly exists. First, 
they have been subject to forced labour. Second, crops bring 
the same price, but taxes are higher. Third, they are asked 
to join the Concordia Society (dues, 2.50 yen per year), and to 
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contribute to the ‘independence’ movement in Inner Mon¬ 
golia. Fourth, they must gi’ow tobacco and other export 
product.s, as well as the usual ‘pay’ crops. Even so—pro¬ 
fessional banditry aside—the peasants have been numbed into 
submission. 

The basic issue is whether the Chinese inhabitants do not 
prefer the stability and economic benefits of the Japanese 
regime, such as they are, to the risks of joining China’s renas¬ 
cent nationalism. The war in 1937-9 seemed to give an 
answer. There was no Chinese revolt in Manchukuo, the 
revolt that China had anticipated. Manchukuo was quiet 
as a—tomb. 


Elusive Foreigners 

To date the independence of Manchukuo has been recog¬ 
nised only by Japan, Italy, and the minuscule Central 
American republic El Salvador. Even in Japan I heard that 
recognition by El Salvador came by mistake. It appears that, 
a year or two ago, on New Year’s Day, the Manchukuoan 
Government sent the usual holiday mes.sage.s to all the coun¬ 
tries of the world. A clerk in the El Salvador Foreign Office 
did not realise that, everywhere in the world except Japan, 
these messages were by the rules of diplomatic etiquette rigor- 
ou.sly ignored. The El Salvador official acknowledged the 
message. Flastily Japan seized on the contretemps, accepted 
the return of holiday greetings as recognition, and before any¬ 
one knew what was happening announced that El Salvador, 
splendidly isolated, had recognised the Manchukuo Govern¬ 
ment. 

Italian recognition of Manchukuo had its lighter note also. 
The Italian Consul General in Mukden, becoming Minister to 
Manchukuo, duly travelled to FIsinking to present his letters 
of credence. He thought that the occasion demanded cere¬ 
mony, and he asked for a cavalry escort. There was, unfortu¬ 
nately, no cavalry in Hsinking, the new capital. No escort, 
no credentials, said the new minister. So some police were 
collected, none of them horsemen by profession; they rented 
the uniforms of a local brass band hired for funerals, and bor¬ 
rowed aged horses from the ricksha coolies. The procession 
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had ornate but tempoiary magnificence. It began to rain, the 
mounted police began to slip, the horses lied, and the colours 
in the unilorms ran. The Italian minister, a stubborn man, 
presented his credentials just the .same. 

Germany has been cautious in regard to Manchukuo. It has 
promised to recognise the country, but at the moment of writ¬ 
ing has not done so. 



CHAPTER IX 


THE RUSSIAN POSITION 


‘A war between Japan and Russia would be as popular as could be 
imagined. The whole world would be cheering for both sides to lose.’ 

—Walter Duranty quoted by Demaree Bess. 

I WROTE aboHt the Soviet Union in Inside Europe four years 
ago. I would like to revise now some of my opinions (so 
would a lot of people), but this book Ls not the place for 
extended treatment of the U.S.S.R., even though Siberia 
covers such an enormous part of Asia. Most of this area be¬ 
longs polilically to the R.S.F.S.R. (Russia proper), whose issues 
and leaders are considered in Inside Europe. Here I should 
like to add a few words only about predominantly Siberian 
problems, three in number: industrial development, national 
minorities, and railways. 

Central Asia and Siberia have been the scene of a phenom¬ 
enal economic development. The Kremlin leaders saw early 
the importance of the Siberian reservoir, which had been 
grossly neglected under the Czars, and the Five-Year Plans 
paid strong attention (o the cast. Soviet statistics show in¬ 
credible potentialities in the region; for instance, the eastern 
regions of the U.S.S.R, are supposed to contain eight-five per 
cent of the coal ol the entire Soviet Union, eighty-seven per 
cent of its copper, eighty-five per cent of its water power, sixty 
per cent of its wheat land, twenty-eight to forty per cent of its 
iron ore. Moreover Siberia is not only rich; it is strategically 
impregnable, at least between Lake Baikal and the Urals. So 
development began. We must choose from a great variety of 
detail available. The gold fields in the Baikal region and 
Yakut began to be rvorked intensively, and it is said that 
presently they will produce not less than 10,000,000 ounces of 
gold per year. The far north was opened up, and the lai'gest 
timber resources in the world are being tapped. Industrial 
production has incTeased 377 per cent in Central Asia, 285 
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per cent in Siberia, since the first Five-Year Plan. Finally, 
a great advance has been made in the Knznetsk basin, where 
a coal-iron nexus has become the second Soviet producer of 
steel, rivalling the Magnitogorsk area in the Urals. A new 
steel town, Stalinsk, has been built, and the population of 
Novosibirsk, the central point of the region, has almost tripled 
in fi\'e years. The Kuznetsk basin is believed to contain 
400 billion tons of coal. A third ‘coal-steel base’ will, it is 
said, be created later in the Baikal region. The Soviets, in a 
word, have turned to Asia intensively. 

As to minorities Russia has pursued a careful policy. The 
fringes of Siberia, like the Caucasus, are a puzzling network 
of mixed tribes and nationalities. Political control by Mos- 
coxv is absolute, though technically the chief minority groups 
have their oxvn governments; the new constitution of 1936 
divided the country into eleven republics (eight of which are 
in Asia) which stress autonomy in local administration and 
complete linguistic, racial, and cultural freedom. The 
R.S.F.S.R. is in turn divided into autonomous regions (four¬ 
teen of which are in Asia) which repeat the proce,ss. This is 
good sense. There is no attempt in Russia—politics aside— 
to assimilate non-Russians, no attempt like that of Germany 
to make a racially co-ordinated nation. The minorities appre¬ 
ciate this. Their local identities survive. Armenians, Geoi'- 
gians, Turkomans, Kazaks, Kirghis, Daghestanese, Bashkirs, 
Buryats, Kalmuks, Uzbeks, Tartars, Yakuts—all the bewilder¬ 
ing medley of non-Russian peoples—are permitted to remain 
(politics again aside) non-Russian. 

Third, the matter of railways. 1 have mentioned that the 
Japane.se built strategic lines in Manchukuo which reach the 
Amur River, i.e„ the Russian frontier. These lines were a 
distinct threat to Russian security, since the Trans-Siberian 
railway—an absolutely vital link in Russian communications 
—is immediately adjacent to the Amur, and in the event of 
war might easily be cut. This would split Russia in half, and 
isolate the Pacific zone. It was a risk the Kremlin could not 
accept. Thei’efore at immense labour a new railway is being 
built—in April 1939 it was not quite completed—-north of 
the Trans-Siberian and parallel to it, connecting a town called 
Taishet, just xvest of Irkutsk and Lake Baikal, with a new city 
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which has had several names but which is most commonly 
called Konsomolsk, on the Pacific above Vladivostok. A spur 
connects it with the Trans-Siberian at Khabai'ovsk, the head¬ 
quarters of the Soviet Far Eastern army. This new railway— 
if it work.s—will presumably enable supplies and troops to 
continue to pass across Russia if the japane.se pierce the Trans- 
Siberian. Meantime, the Trans-Siberian has been double 
tracked, and in some places triple tracked. 

Soviets and Japanese 

Almost every Japanese I met thought that a war with the 
Soviet Union was some day inevitable. Vladivostok and 
Khabarovsk, where the Russians have air bases, are only 700 
miles from Tokyo and the great industrial centres of Japan; 
which means, even in these days of modern mathematics, that 
Tokyo and the industrial centres of Japan are only 700 miles 
from Vladivostok and Khabarovsk; in other words they are 
extremely vulnerable to attack fi'om the air. The Japanese 
will not bluntly say that they expect attack by Soviet Russia. 
But they are fully aware that the world is explosively agitated, 
that the Far East is a peculiarly .sensitive area, and above all 
that their own ideas are expansionist. They will not rest con¬ 
tent till they have pushed the Soviet frontier back as far as 
Baikal; they will not rest content till their precious capital, 
Tokyo, is safe from even remote possibility of air attack. 

Not everyone remembers to-day that the Japanese, seizing 
the opportunity of the Ru.ssian civil wars, occupied the Mari¬ 
time Provinces of Siberia in 1919, including Vladivo.stok, and 
did not depart till 1922. Following the Russo-Japanese war 
of 1904-5 Japan had annexed the southern half of the Russian 
island of Sakhalin, which has valuable oil deposits; the Japan¬ 
ese took the northern half too after the Great War, and did 
not vacate it till 1925. 

That Japan should think of attacking Russia at the present 
moment, when it is so deeply imbedded in China, seems in¬ 
conceivable. But I have mentioned the national tendency to 
hara-kiri. And it has been pointed out that the Japanese 
army, which certainly thinks that a Soviet war will some day 
be necessary, may choose to make it now rather than later, 
because Russia is getting stronger, Japan weaker, as the China 
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conflict goes on. If stalemate continues in China, the Japanese 
military may fear that civilian rivals in Tokyo will strengthen 
their position, out of di.ssatisfaction with conduct of the 
China war; in this case, the military may think it necessary 
to regain prestige and power by striking clscwliere. On the 
other hand, tvar between Japan and the Soviet Union is more 
likely to develop out of a ramifying European crisis than a local 
incident, most Japanese believe. 

The Russians are, if nothing else, realists. They know that 
Japan intends to make war—some day. Why, then, do not the 
Russians take advantage of Japan’s contemporary troubles in 
China to strike now, and paralyse Japan with a swift blow wlhle 
it is unable adequately to defend itself? The answer is two¬ 
fold. First, the Russians, whose whole policy is defensive, 
have no more inclination to fight a ‘cold’, preventive war than 
the British and French. They, like everyone else, want these 
days to keep the guns at home. Second, if Russia should attack 
Japan, Russia might in turn be attacked by Japan’s partner, 
Germany. Russia has two frontiers, with an enemy on each. 
Should the Russians become embroiled with the Japanese, 
they might find Mr. Hitler on their backs. 

Peace serves Russian national interest, whereas activism 
is necessary to Japan. This is the whole story. Russian policy 
is defensive not necessarily because Russians are sweet people, 
but because to be defensive is good sense. Vis-iVvis Japan, 
they had only one possible tactic, which was to make them¬ 
selves as strong as po,ssible in the East, and to delay. So air 
strength was multiplied, the Amur frontier fortified, Vladi¬ 
vostok filled with submarines, and a great army concentrated 
at Khabarovsk. The Russians know that, if the Japanese fight, 
they will aim to strike at Baikal. So this sector is strengthened, 
and there is nothing else to do but wait. 

The Russians (we will come to the matter of Outer Mon¬ 
golia later) are proud of their pacific record in the Far East. 
Indeed their restraint iii the face of incessant Japanese pro¬ 
vocation has been considerable. From 1924 to 1927 the Soviets 
assisted the Chinese revolution; then they cleared out and did 
not resume normal relations with China until 1932. At about 
the same time they proposed a non-aggression pact with Japan; 
it was rejected. The Soviets, following trouble on the Chinese 
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Easieni Railway, invaded Manchukuo (Manchuria then) lo 
clean up; but they promptly left again, though the pretext to 
remain was much greater than Japanese pretext alter the 
Mukden incident. Finally, at considerable loss, they sold the 
Chinese Eastern. 

Russia has helped China in the present war, hut not to any 
great extent. When I was in Hankow there were a few Soviet 
planes there. The temptation thus to encourage the Chinese 
was, presumably, irresistible. When the Japanese com¬ 
plained, M. Litvinov, tongue in cheek, told them off in their 
own language by saying that, after all, Japan refused to admit 
that a war was going on, and that therefore Russian planes 
could not be taking part in hostilities. Russian supplies to 
China could be of inestimable value, but they are exceedingly 
hard to get in. The route across Mongolia is closed, and the 
trucks must take the long caravan route through Chinese 
Turkestan—an onerous undertaking. They start from a posi¬ 
tion on the ‘I'urk-Sib’ Railway—another comparatively new 
and highly important railway development—and go through 
Urumchi to Lanchow. This route takes at least eighteen days, 
and the trucks until recently had to carry their own petrol and 
oil, which did not leave much room for pay load. The greatest 
aid Russia renders China is indirect. It is that, out of fear of 
complications with Russia, Japan must keep a huge army per¬ 
manently mobilised on the Soviet frontier. At least 350,000 
Japanese who might be fighting in China are thus sterilised 
into restless inactivity. 

Troubled Waters 

A perennial nuisance in international relations is the 
fisheries cpiarrel between Japan and Russia. The gist of it is 
this. Japanese fishermen have for generations collected a large 
part of their catch in Russian waters, off Sakhalin and Kam¬ 
chatka. A convention establishing the rights of these fishers, 
and allocating certain special waters to the Japanese, was 
ratified in 1928 but expired in 1936. Japan had then just 
signed the Anti-Comintern Pact with Germany, which 
annoyed the Russians; for this as well as other reasons—some 
having to do with rate of exchange, some in regard to auction¬ 
ing of fishing ‘lots’—the U.S.S.R. refused to extend the 
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agreement for another long period, as the Japanese wished, but 
kept them on tenterhooks by extending it merely from year to 
year. Japan said that Ru.ssia was attempting to ftec/e their 
hshermen out of the area; Russia said that Japan was infringing 
on Russian sovereignty in territorial waters. In April 1939 a 
new agreement was patched up. 

Fisheries arc of vital importance to Japan, which has by 
far the largest catch of any nation in the world. Fish are a 
valuable article of export (the annual yield is worth 
300,000,000 yen) and, above all, they fill a crucial role in 
making the country self-sufficient in regard to food. 

An allied dispute concerns oil in Sakhalin. Japan not only 
takes oil from its own half of the island, but by terms of a 
treaty signed in 1925 has concessions in the northern half, 
which belongs to Russia. The Japanese want these conces¬ 
sions elaborated and extended; the Russians want to conserve 
the supply. 

'The Demon of Discord^ with Her Sooty Wings’ 

The frontier between Manchukuo and the Soviet Union, 
almost 3,200 miles long, and for most of its length following 
two rivers, the Amur and the Ussuri, beyond doubt produces 
more dangerous ‘incidents’ than any region in the world. 
About 2,000 of them have been officially recorded in ten years, 
ranging from catcalls across the border to pitched battles. 
One may ask how a frontier which is a river can detonate so 
easily. But the Amur is a difficult river, shallow, full of islands, 
and frozen for part of the year; moreover (an odd habit of 
Chinese rivers) it changes its course repeatedly. The incidents 
have been mainly provoked by Japanese. When a serious one 
occurs, the Russians can almost always produce a Japanese 
prisoner or two, taken on their territory, whereas Russian cap¬ 
tives taken prisoner on Japanese territory have been very rare. 

The two most famous of recent incidents occurred in June 
193*7, on the Amur, and in July 1938, at Changkufeng Hill 
near the eastern extremity of Manchukuo. Some experts say 
that both were aggravated by the Japanese, if not actually in¬ 
cited for reasons of policy, as deliberate tests of Soviet strength. 
Each told a different story. 

in the 1937 incident Soviet gunboats were accused of land- 
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ing troops on two islands near the Russian town Blagovesh¬ 
chensk (which faces a new Japanese railhead with the cheerful 
name Heilio), which the Japanese said were Manchukuoan 
teiritory. The Japanese opened fire, and one Soviet boat was 
sunk. A crisis sharply ensued, but negotiations settled it. 
The Russians backed down precipitously and left the Japanese 
in possession of the islands. From this Japan deduced that 
Russia, harried by internal discontent and weak from purging, 
was in no condition to fight. Thus the importance of the 
incident: it led indirectly to the Chinese war, since the Japan¬ 
ese wanted assurance that Russia was not strong enough to 
intervene. 

The incident at Changkufeng thirteen months later had 
an altogether different outcome. The Japanese say that the 
Russians occupied a commanding lump of territory which 
they assert is just inside the Manchukuo border. The hill 
had considerable strategic importance, and Russia claimed 
that it was Soviet territory by terms of an old Sino-Russian 
treaty. Serious fighting followed, and lasted for ten days with 
several hundred casualties. Many thought that the second 
Russo-Japanese war had begun. The Russians resisted stiffly; 
the Red Army seemed to have recovered from the purge. The 
Japanese receded, and negotiations ended the squabble. 
Ru.ssia remained in possession of the hill. 

Another General Bluecher 

The Far Eastern army of the Soviet Union was for years 
an autonomous and self-contained command under the re¬ 
doubtable Marshal Vassily K. Bluecher, one of the ablest mili¬ 
tary men of modern times. But in October 1938—just after 
the Munich crisis—the Soviet war minister Voroshilov tra¬ 
velled to Khabarovsk, and presently it was announced that the 
Far Eastern army was no longer autonomous, and that Blue¬ 
cher had been dismissed. Later he was reported shot. These 
reports, though generally believed, have not been confirmed 
and Chinese rumours say that Bluecher is somewhere in 
Mongolia, possibly doing penance in remote confinement, 
possibly organising Mongolian military forces. At any rate he 
has disappeared. 

Bluecher was born in the Yaroslavl district near the Volga 
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in 1889. His German sounding name crime remolely from 
Russo-German landlords near by, but he is pure Russian; 
many Russians in this area have German names. He was a 
factory worker and mechanic, and in 1905—still a boy— 
joined the revolution. During the Great War he fought as a 
conscript. He was wounded and cited for bravery, and in 
1917 helped c/rganise the early military soviets in Leningrad. 
He rose rapidly, and led various detachments in the civil wars. 
He fought on the Siberian front, and in fact saved the Far 
East for Russia, because his armies defeated White leaders 
like Kolchak and Semenov, and beat the Japanese back to 
Vladivostok, 

For a time he returned to Moscow, assisting Trotsky in the 
reorganisation of the Red Army after the civil war. But his 
chief interest was the Far East. He conducted a mission into 
Mongolia. Later he found himself—quite by chance—a fel¬ 
low passenger on the Trans-Siberian with a young Chinese 
officer named—Chiang Kai-shek. The two became friends. 
Chiang invited Bluecher to Canton (where Chiang was re¬ 
organising an officers’ school); Bluecher accepted, got leave 
from the Red Army, and began his great Chinese days. The 
Chinese called him ‘Ga-lin’. So developed the ‘mystery’ of 
his identity. Foreigners in China called him General ‘Galen’ 
or ‘Gallant’, and for years he was better known thus than as 
Bluecher. To a considerable extent he was responsible for 
Chiang Kai-shek’s early victories. When Chiang split with 
the communists, Bluecher fled; he returned to Moscow, and 
was sent to Siberia again. In 1939 he became commander-in¬ 
chief of the Far Eastern army, the building up of which is 
largely his work. He created Khabarovsk. 

The Far Mongolias 

‘Europe seems to be quieting down, but now we have to worry about Asia 
once more. There are disquieting rumours that the Japanese have gone 
over into Outer Mongolia to wage peace in Russia’s face.’ 

—Howard Brubaker. 

I have an old-fashioned dislike of writing about places I 
have not seen, and travel in the Mongolias was impossible 
on account of the war. But in plain fact Outer Mongolia, 
at least, has been seen by very few people indeed in the last 
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decade; it is such term incognita that Tibet is practically 
Coney Island by comparison. There are two Mongolias, 
Outer and Inner, and the distinction between them is impor¬ 
tant. Outer Mongolia is a Russian sphere, whereas most of 
Inner Mongolia is Japanese. But first a word about Mongolia 
in general. 

The Mongols arc a world by themselves. They have not, 
like their neighbours the Manchus, been assimilated by the 
Chinese; they have preserved their racial and linguistic 
identity for centuries—even though they are nomads, and 
have intermarried broadly to produce ‘Mongoloid’ peoples 
all over Asia. They have bitten very widely into history, 
though the bite is not deep. They were in the main wan¬ 
derers and destroyers, not creators. Some historians say that 
the Huns, who helped destroy die Roman Empire, were 
Mongols; we know that under Genghis Khan and Tamurlane 
the Mongols made fantastic conquests throughout Asia and 
Europe, with traces that persist as far west as Hungary; we 
know that they penetrated India, and played a gi’eat role in 
Indian history. Many Mongols became Mohammedans, and 
added the fire of religion to their expansionist zest. There 
are Mongol inheritances in Japanese, in Chinese, in Siamese, 
and in the Pacific peoples of the East Indies. 

Their citadel remains Outer Mongolia. This is a tract 
almost unbelievably vast. It covers about a million square 
miles—almost one-third the size of Canada. A great deal of 
this is desert, e.specially the Gobi region; it is thinly occupied, 
and the total population Is probably not much greater than 
800,000. On the maps Outer Mongolia is almost invariably 
shown as part of China, This is nonsense. Outer Mongolia 
is no longer in reality part of China. To say that it belongs to 
China is to say that Roosevelt belongs to Hitler, Outer Mon¬ 
golia since 1934 has been the ‘Mongolian People’s Republic’, 
and it is almost exclusively a Soviet .sphere of influence. 
When they came into power the Soviets gave up the imperialist 
treaties with China. But in Outer Mongolia something very 
close to Soviet imperialism may be said to exist. 

Russian penetration of Mongolia, like that of Manchuria, 
began with the Czars, and as early as 1915 Outer Mongolia 
had a peculiar and special status, being legally under Chinese 
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sovereignty and Russian protection at the same time. During 
the Russian civil wars in 1921 the ‘Mad Baron’ Ungern Stern¬ 
berg, a White Russian adventurer, fled horn Russia, took 
Urga (now called Ulan Bator), the Outer Mongolian capital, 
and set up one of the most extraordinarily sadistic rules in 
history. The Mongolians rose against him, organising a 
rev olutionary government, and the Russian Red Army came 
in to help. The Mad Baron was extinguished, and thereafter 
Soviet influence increased. Power had been in the hands of 
a ruling clique of Lamas (priests), under a gentleman known 
as the Living Buddha. He died in 1934 and a republic was 
set up. Events closely paralleling those of Russia then took 
place: redistribution of land, economic development, and 
creation of a semi-Soviet government. In 1934 came a mutual 
assistance pact with the U.S.S.R., though that this treaty 
existed—it is virtually a military alliance—was not revealed 
till two years later. 

In 1936 Stalin categorically told Roy Howard in a famous 
interview that Soviet Russia would fight to prevent invasion 
of Outer Mongolia by Japan. At that time the Japanese— 
who know, in Owen Lattimore’s words, that ‘no conflict in 
Manchuria can be anything but a prelude to struggle in Mon¬ 
golia’—had been making incidents along the Manchukuo- 
Mongolia frontier. Since Stalin’s statement Japan has tended 
to let Outer Mongolia alone. 

The government of Outer Mongolia is vested in a People’s 
Assembly called the Great Huruldan, and the prime minister 
is a man named Gen-dun. He is not merely a puppet, and his 
record has been excellent. There are no railways in the 
nomad-inhabited country, and most trade—wool and skins— 
goe.s by the caravan route to Soviet Russia. 

Near Outer Mongolia are two Soviet sub-states. One is 
Tannu Tuva, which all philatelists know for the colourful 
quality of its postage stamps. It is supposed to be in the 
exact centre of Asia, and it claim,s to be an independent 
republic. The other is the autonomous region called Biro- 
bidjan, above the Amur River, which the U.S.S.R. has set 
apart for colonisation by Russian Jews. 

Inner Mongolia lies closer to China, and therefore is more 
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susceptible than Outer to Chinese—and Japanese—influence. 
Its precise area is hard to define, though normally it is con¬ 
sidered to consist of the three Chinese provinces above the 
Wall, Chahar, Stiiyuan, and Ninghsia (the first two are among 
the Five Northern Provincc.s) plus Jehol which is now adminis¬ 
tratively a part of Manchukuo. Before and during the war 
the Japanese penetrated Chahar and Suiyuan, which are rich 
in iron, coal, and tvool, and which have been conquered in 
part. Ninghsia still remains Chinese. 

The Kwantung army is undisputed lord of the Japanese 
area of Inner Mongolia, and it rules by puppetry. The region 
has been fragmented into several puppet states, including one 
in South Chahar, one in North Shansi (below the Wall), where 
the rich Tatung collieries are found, and one called the ‘Mon¬ 
golian Autonomous Government’. All have their own flags, 
their own administrations—under the Kwantung army. The 
idea is to combine them later into a Mongolian Federation; 
so we will have one of these days another new ‘country’, a 
‘Mongokuo’. The strategy of the Japanese is to make the 
Mongol areas a second buffer against the U.S.S.R. Inner Mon¬ 
golia is called the ‘main route of continental advance’. 

Leader of the Inner Mongolians is a remarkable man, a 
lineal descendant of Genghis Khan, named Teh Wang or 
Prince Teh. He is thirty-seven, and recently became ‘Chair¬ 
man of the Federated Autonomous Government of Inner 
Mongolia’. In November 1938 he went to Tokyo, and was 
received by the Emperor. But he is a sincere enough Mon¬ 
golian patriot; he accepted Japanese support because he had 
no alternative. A fervent nationalist, he sought to work with 
Nanking, and create an autonomous Mongolia within China, 
but the Ohinese Government rebuffed him. Teh proceeded 
anyway to organise an Inner Mongolian Political Council. 
The war came; the Japanese entered; and Teh, who considered 
himself badly let down by the Chinese, submitted to Japanese 
demands. He is a fatlish young man, with little experience 
of the western world. He has never cut his queue. 

So now we finish the northern sector. We are not done 
with the Japanese yet. But it is time to turn to the magnificent 
world of China proper. 
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‘To know what you know and know what you don’t know is the 
characteristic of one who knows.’ 

—Confucius. 

T he Chinese, a Lrernendoiisly durable people, possess the 
largest country and the longest civilisation known to man¬ 
kind. They have uninterruptedly existed as a political and 
cultural entity for well over 4,000 years, a record no country 
in the world can match. The Chinese were old when ancient 
Greece was young; they produced Conlucius centuries before 
Alexairder the Great or Julius Ctesar; they were having a 
magnificently mature development when Europe was a 
medieval shambles, Chinese history goes back at least to 
s8oo B.c. The birth of Solomon, the death of Socrates, the 
birth of Jesus, the death of Charlemagne, the birth of Newton, 
the death of Bismarck, all took place while China was the same 
nation. We do not know the origins of the Chinese. They 
have always been there. They seem older than the rocks. 

So much for the dimension of time. As to the dimension 
of space. Superimpo.se China on a map of North America; 
put Chmrgking at Chicago. Then Peking will be near Quebec, 
and the eastern extremity of Manchuria rests on Labrador. 
The southern frontier of China will follow a rough line across 
Tennessee through Texas; the western edge of Sinkiang 
touches Puget Sound almost precisely. In the north-west, the 
frontier between Outer Mongolia and the U.S.S.R. reaches the 
extreme north of Saskatchewan. The total area of China, 
counting Tibet, Sinkiang, and the Mongolias, is over 4,000,000 
square miles, as against 3,800,000 for the whole of Europe. 

The Chinese call China Chung Kuo, which means ‘Middle 
Country’. The word middle derives from geography, but has 
also come to express 'middle’ in the sense of moderation. No 
one knows how many Chinese there are. We have to decide 
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what wc assume ‘China’ to be, and to rely on estimates that ^ ary 
widely. There has never been an accurate census. The 
China Year Book (1938), as good an authority as any, says that 
the population oi China is 43(i,r)03,j>58. The World Almanac 
says 457*835,475. In any ca.se the number i.s between one-fifth 
and onc-quai'ter of the entire human race. 

The,sc proliferating numbers of Chinese, enclosed in their 
mastadonic circular area, are closely integrated, though five 
distinct ‘races’ are recognised—Han (Chinese), Mongol, 
Manchu, Tibetan, Moslem. Since tlic Mongols and Tibetans 
are outside China proper, and since Mo.slems represent a reli¬ 
gious rather than a racial criterion, the inner core of China is 
remarkably homogeneous. The Chinese stem from Chinese 
aborigines, and thus may be .said never to have been conquered; 
for centuries they have had the same social system, religious 
instincts, and written language. Even so, there are very con¬ 
siderable and striking dillerences between northern and 
southern Chinese, between a Turki nomad and a Shanghai 
coolie. Loosely one might say that China proper is more homo¬ 
geneous than Europe as a w^hole, le.s.s homogeneous than the 
United States. 

To generalise about China is obviously difficult in the 
extreme. We will confront the same problem when we come 
to India (though China is more uniform than India, largely 
because of the single written language), in that exceptions may 
be found to almost any statement one may make. However, 
in all diffidence, let us begin. 

Some Qualities of the Chinese 

‘In the west, the insane are so many that they are put in an asylum; in 
China the insane are so unusual that wc worship them.’ 

—Lin Yu-tang. 

‘The reason I don’t trust Chinese surgeons is that I am afraid that when a 
Chinese surgeon cuts up my liver in search of a gall stone, he may forget 
about tlie stone and put my liver in a frying pan.’ 

—Lin Yu-tang, 

The first thing to mention, it seems to me, is the great 
Chinese characteristic of rationality.' The Chinese are a 

^ Readers who happen to begin this book at this point are asked also to 
note ‘Japanese and Chinese’ in Chapter II above, page 4a. 
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sublimely reasonable people. They are suspicious of sec¬ 
tarianism; they are seldom violently partisan; they adore the 
Golden Mean, that is, compromise. This altitude may be 
carried to excess; sometimes it approaches the editorial policy 
of the American newspaper which was never able to say any¬ 
thing but ‘On the other hand.’ Lin Yu-tang writes in his 
beautifully eloquent and discriminating book My Country 
and My People, that to the Chinese truth ‘can never be 
proved; it can only be suggested’. It is of exceptional interest 
that in Chinese mythology—which is itself very rationally 
considered—man is supposed to have been created before 
heaven and earth. Man, in a word, is master; man is what 
counted. And what counts in man is reason, the life of the 
mind. 

The Chinese are, I thought on cursory accyuaiutauce, not 
mystics like the Japanese. They are packed with practicality 
and common sense; they have a wonderful feeling for the con¬ 
crete and for their own concrete interests. The tennis anec¬ 
dote is famous. Two Chinese pass an English club on a hot day, 
and see foreign players perspiring in exhaustion. One Chinese 
says to the other: ‘Obviously these foreigners are not poor. 
Why do they not hire coolies to play for them?’ 

Being rational, the Chinese are long-minded; their passivity, 
their patience, are notorious. Being rational, they are law- 
abiding; until the brink of modern times, there was no Chinese 
police. Being rational, they liked to be let alone; hence the 
early antipathy to ‘foreign devils’ as whites were called. (But 
apparently Chinese first disliked foreigners because of their 
body odour. Westerners smell; Chinese don’t. And westerners 
had—by Chinese standards—-very big noses, which in China 
are the sign of Satan.) Being rational the Chinese are sensibly 
opportunistic. Being rational, finally, they had little interest 
in political bickering; the best government was the one that 
no one heard about. 

Above all Chinese rationality led to pacifism, a virtue car¬ 
ried so far that it became a vice. When a man fights, the 
Chinese adage says, it means simply that the fool has lost his 
argument. This tendency to pacifism became a serious poli¬ 
tical problem in modern times; to achieve unity and militance 
against Japan meant a tremendous evolution. The Chinese 
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had Lo fight not merely a foicign war against a ruthless invader, 
but civil striie against their own good nature and civilised in¬ 
stincts. They are holding their own in both. Not lor cen¬ 
turies has China been so strong, so united, so compact in 
defiance of an aggressor. 

In Shanghai, early in 1938 ,1 saw Chinese regions incredibly 
devastated by Japanese. In Canton, a little later, I saw Japan¬ 
ese property neatly padlocked and patrolled by Chinese police 
—to keep it from being harmed. 

Even to-day, in spite of the surge and stress of war, the 
Chinese try to avoid chauvinism. My wife and I visited a 
village school near Peking, and the children greeted us with 
songs. We asked for a patriotic song. The children looked 
blank. And we discovered that in this district no Chinese 
national hymn was known; there was no 'Star Spangled Ban¬ 
ner’, no ‘Marseillaise’. Later we asked a group of professors at 
Yenching University to name some military heroes. We 
wanted to know who was the Chinese Grant, the Chinese Wel¬ 
lington. Our friends had to go back a thousand years to find 
one—and seemed embarrassed at the search. 

Pearl Buck tells a pleasant story. Students at a missionary 
school, taught to play football, uniformed and exhorted 
valiantly to win, set out for their first big match at a neighbour¬ 
ing school. They returned a few hours later—uniforms un¬ 
spotted, hands unsa'atched. There had been no game. 'We 
decided not to play as soon as we arrived,’ the captain said. 
‘The other side was bigger than w'e were.’ 

The Chinese guerrilleros bewildered and maddened the 
Japanese because—among other reasons—they paid no atten¬ 
tion whatever to the ‘rules’ of warfare. Japanese kill their 
prisoners, and the sensible Chinese knew that uniformed men, 
if caught, would meet death, So the Chinese simply wore their 
everyclay clothes. They fought without uniforms! (Result: 
Japanese, in some sectors, killed all Chinese they captured.) 

The Chinese instinct to rationality is particularly remark¬ 
able in that China is a backward country by western standards, 
where many mythological concepts are entrenched. Even now 
most Chinese are fearful of evil spirits. Most huge ideographs 
on Shanghai buildings are not, as I first thought, advertise¬ 
ments, but designs to ward off devils, djinns, ghosts. The 
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Chinese solve spiritual problems with their usual practicality: 
an evil spirit traditionally may not tiun a corner, which is 
why screens arc placed inside Chinese doors, and why bridges 
are sharply angled. The Chinese believe in jengshui, the 
spirits ol wind and w'ater, who bring good luck and who ought 
to be propitiated. In 187G China got its first railway. It had 
to be torn up, because it offended jcngslmi-, the rails, ties, 
everything, were destroyed. 

7\.nothcr great Chinese characteristic is vitality, endurance. 
The Chinese withstand bad government, floods, disease, 
famine, corrupt administration, poverty of unspeakable 
nature, invasion from outside, civil wars, outrageous taxation, 
physical discomfort, physical labour almost unparalleled else¬ 
where in the world—and thrive cheerfully and multiply. Yet 
they are not, I think, masochists, as many Japanese are; they 
endure their terrific and intolerable burdens not because they 
yearn subconsciously to be burdened, bvit because they enjoy 
and love life enough to attempt to overcome the burdens, to 
live in spite of them. 

In Arthur Smith’s Chinese Characteristics, a book not 
altogether friendly to the Chinese, I found the following; 

‘A Tientsin man . . . had been in the habit of making a living 
by collecting spent shells around the ground where Chinese 
troops were engaged in artillei^ practice. On one occasion 
he secured a shell, when it exploded and blew off' his left leg. 
He •W'as admitted to the hospital, and an amputation was 
performed below the knee. Instead of being cured of this 
dangerous mode of getting a precarious living, the man re¬ 
turned to it again as soon as possible, and about six months 
later . . . another explosion took place, which blew off his left 
hand about two inches above the wrist, leaving a ragged 
wound. Deep lacerations took place over the bridge of the 
nose and on the upper lip; punctured wounds, the result of 
exploding pieces of shell, were made on the right check, on the 
right upper eyelid, on the posterior edge of the frontal bone, 
and on the right wrist. There was also a deep cut over the 
right tibia, exposing the bone. On receiving these severe 
injuries the man lay in a semi-unconscious and helpless condi¬ 
tion for four hours, exposed to the heat of the sun. A mandarin 
happening to see him, ordered some coolies to carry him to the 
hospital, himself accompanying them for two miles. The 
bearers apparently became tired of their burden, and as soon 
as the mandarin was gone, threw the poor wretch into a ditch to 
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die. Though much exhausted by the haemorrhage, he 
managed to crawl out and hop for five hundred yards to a 
grain-shop, where he found a large basket of meal, which he 
overturned with his sound arm and coiled himself inside. To 
get rid of him the owners of the shop carried him in the basket 
to the hospital gates, where he was left outside to die. 
Although in a condition of extreme collapse, and with a feeble 
pulse, due to the loss of so much blood, the patient had no 
mental impairment and was able to conveise intelligibly. . . . 
With the exception of diarrhoea on the fifth and sixth days, 
and slight attacks of malaria, the patient had throughout no 
bad symptoms, and left the hospital with a wooden leg four 
weeks after his admission.’ 

Another intcre.sting Chinese characteristic is classlessness. 
There are rich and poor in China, certainly, and there are illi¬ 
terate coolies as well as brilliantly cultivated scholars. But 
there is no Chinese aristocracy, there is no class distinction 
among Chinese by blood. Consider the contrast to Japan, with 
its Samurai hangover, or India, multitudinously stratified by 
taste, In the old China there were lour social categories— 
intellectuals at the top, then peasants, then artisans and mer¬ 
chants, and finally (at the bottom whete they belong) soldiers 
—but this traditional cleavage no longer exist.s. In the old 
China, too, officials and administrators were chosen, uniquely 
in the world, not by criteria o£ birth or wealth, but purely on 
literary and intellectual merit. Every post was filled by com¬ 
petitive written test. Men could take the examinations at any 
age; dozens did so in their sixties or seventies or even later, 
after a life of preparation. This system lasted from the third 
century a.d. to igi 1, and produced in the ‘Mandarin’ class the 
first civil service in the world. 

China got rid of its Manchus only in 1911, whereas Japan 
—a country anyway more susceptible to western influence— 
dropped the Shoguns in 1868, and thus had half a century 
headstart towards modernism. Three picturesque Chinese 
characteristics have died out in the last generation. One is the 
queue or pigtail; the 191s tepublicans abolished it much as 
Kamal Ataturk abolished the fez. Originally the pigtail 
derived from filial piety and ancestor worship, as Confucius 
himself makes clear; one’s hair belonged, strictly speaking, 
to one’s parents, and so must not be cut off, Mffien the Man¬ 
chus came to China in 1644, however, they reintroduced the 
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pigtail, as a sign of submission by Chinese. Second, bound 
feet, the origin of which was sexual; women bound their feet 
because Chinese men thought that tiny, plump, deformed feet 
were beautiful, and gave a peculiar titillation to a woman’s 
carriage. With feet crushed, women quivered when they 
tralked. Third, the kowtow or ceremonial bow. 

Perhaps I am speaking of the Chinese too eulogistically; 
they have, like all people, defects as well as virtues. Many 
Chinese are cruel, at least by our standards; their passivity 
reaches insane and monstrous lengths; they have little sense 
of time, and an exaggerated tendency to optimism in moments 
of crisis. They say mei-vu fa-tze (‘It can’t be done’) unend¬ 
ingly, and are debauched by procrastination; the phrase is a 
national characteristic like the Spanish rnanana. Another 
familiar criticism is that Chinese are venal or avaricious: a 
basic vice is supposed to be ‘squeeze’, the local expression for 
graft, corruption. 

A foreigner arriving in Shanghai hears of ‘squeeze’ almost 
as much as he hears of ‘face’. Chiang Kai-shek can’t do thus- 
and-so, because various underlings are ‘squeezing’. China 
cannot get an efficient air force, because of ‘squeeze’ in avia¬ 
tion contracts. From the aerial to the alraost-earthly: a friend 
told me that his tailor arrived in his sixteenth floor hotel room 
terribly out of breath, because he walked up rather than pay 
5d. squeeze to the elevator boy. The story is—and it is shock¬ 
ing if true—that wounded Chinese soldiers are left behind if 
they cannot pay ‘squeeze’ to rescuers, that in hospitals they 
are treated laxly if they are penniless. 

Squeeze, it goes v/itbout saying, derives from the savage 
poverty of China, which is incontestibly the most terrible in 
the world. Industrial wages may average—possibly—50c. 
(Chinese)' per day; the average income of a peasant may 
average—possibly—^jiio (Chinese) per month. But write 
‘income’ in quotes. Because the peasant is in debt all his life. 
About 2,000,000 people die of starvation in China every year. 
In 1935, a normal year, twenty-nine thousand bodies were 

^ It is exceptionally difficult to express Chinese purchasing power or 
values in terin.s of western currency. Old parity for the Chinese dollar was 
IS. 3d. silver. It has shrunk steadily. In April 1939, $i (Chmesc)=8d. 

(aB.). 



COLOSS ALCHINA 177 

picked off the streets of Shanghai alone—one of the great 
metropolises of the world—of men, women, children dead of 
hunger. Many were female infants left by their parents to 
starve. 

The Chinese are apt to be scamps about engagements, finan¬ 
cial and otherwise. I tell this small story with no ill will at all. 
A Chinese fiiend summoned me to dinner, where gravely and 
ceremoniously he introduced me to my Chinese translator and 
publisher, and presented me with copies of the Chinese edition 
of Inside Europe. I didn’t even know that it had been trans¬ 
lated! No one said a word about contract or royalties. Indeed 
Chinese publishers are famous pirates. If any book of particu¬ 
lar interest to the East comes out, a Chinese edition promptly 
appears, reproduced so beautifully by a kind of lithographic- 
photographic process that it is almost indistinguishable from 
the original. 

The Chinese are superlative craftsmen with their hands, 
for instance in ivory, silk, pottery. But if I were asked what 
I thought their chief defect to be, I would say after brief 
acquaintance that it was a signal lack of mechanical sense. 
The Chinese are practical, yes; but not practical with machines. 
Which puts them at a disadvantage in the modern age. A 
single and tragic illustration is to the point. When warfare 
spread to the Shanghai at^ea in August 1937, a natural target 
for the Chinese was the Japanese battle.ship Idzumo which lay 
at anchor in the Whangpoo, just off the Bund. An analogous 
location would be the Eludson River docks at 42nd Street. 
The Chinese tried by every possible means to blast that battle¬ 
ship out of the water. One result was an air raid that missed 
the Idzumo by at least half a mile and instead blew up, let 
us say, the Hotel St. Regis, Saks-Fifth Avenue, and part of 
Radio City, Several hundred Chinese were killed. Yet the 
Chinese aircraft had to journey only a few miles, and at that 
time there were few Japanese planes in the air. The Idzumo 
remains at anchor precisely where it was nineteen months ago. 

Near Hankow early in 1938 the Chinese lost twenty-six 
planes in one raid, when the Japanese bombed their airport and 
hit a Chinese bomber, loaded with bombs itself, that tvas un¬ 
protected. The whole field blew up. The Japanese came back 
the next night—no Chinese dreamed that the attack would be 
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repeated so soon—and destroyed the six Chinese planes that 
chanced to survive lire first attack. 

But to reiiirn to Chinc.se virtues. One could list them 
almost indeftnitely. 'The Chine.sc :irc frugal, with a woudcrlul 
hatred of waste. They are polite, good lunuoured, tolerant, 
temperate, noth a great sen.sc of fundauienlals. Like tlic 
Viennese, whom they rather closely rese.iuhlo, they arc, dis¬ 
criminating and sophisticated, and tliey know how to relax 
with dignity. They like the good things of life, and they arc 
packed rvith charm. Who but the Chinese, seeking a name for 
the wild aborigines near the 'J’ibetan border, wotdd think to 
call tliein the ‘Shy I’copie’? Who but t he Chinese would name 
a city ‘Nothing lo Do’, simply because it was a lonely spot? 

Wlicti I arrived in Shanghai I shocked luy Chinese friends 
by asking what Chinese dvili.salion consisted of, concretely, 
I knew that old China had contrihulcd silk to the world, paper, 
the compass, the art of printing. I knew a liitlc-'-a very little 
—about Chinese painting, poetry, ceramics. Bui where, I 
wanted to know, was Chinese civilisation »ore ? Why had there 
never been a Chinese Noliel Brize winner? Who were .some 
eminent contemporary Cliiucsc musicians, ]ihilosop[icrs, 
artists, scientists? 'Bhc amswer came: Chinese civilisation 
consist,s of the way two Chinese greet one another oir ;i street 
corner. 

Almost all middle-aged Chinese look far younger than ihcir 
years. I have seen men of fifty who might be twenty-five. 
This can mean, of course, only one thing: that they have led 
good lives. 

Facing Face 

The concept of face exists almo.st everywhere in the East 
(the japane.se have it too), but it is mo.st strongly marked in 
China, Face is not easy to define, because it means more than 
one thing. It is at once the equivalent of dignity, prestige, 
and reputation. It means more than lionour, partly because 
it is external; it is what people think of you, more than what 
you think of yourself. It means more than pride, .since you 
can be withorrt pride, and still have considerable face, One 
might say that it is the difrerence beirvccn the inner and outer 
self. 
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llic best way (o lUtciupf a dcIiiiiLioii is to list some examples 
of face that 1 came acioss. 

One ol tile (icmeialissiiuo’s loicigii pilots told me that he 
could not oat his own precious baked beans on long Lrii)s. His 
Ctuuesc collcagnes would lose lace unless he ate their lood. 

I went in to see Cleiieial \Vu ’'i'e-cheii, at that time governor 
of Kwangtung pioviuce. Olliers were waiting outside. When 
I emerged, my (Ihiuese hiends said admiringly, ‘You stayed 
a full hour. You gol great face.’ 

Gcnerali-ssimo Chiaug Kai-.shek starved himself for .some 
days when kidnapped al dian, because to have eaten his captor’s 
food would have entailed great io.ss ol face. 

I went to a luncheon party. A Iricnd whom I had promised 
to bring could not come. My hoste.ss wailed, ‘But think what 
face I losel’ 

One of the German ofliccrs training Chiang Kai-shek’s body¬ 
guard rebuked a private lor stealing a peach. The detadimcut 
had been maiching tluotigh an orchard. I’hc private killed 
himself that night, lie had been disciplined publicly, in the 
presence ol Cihiueso, by a white man; tlie loss of face was so 
great that he had to commit suicide, though suicide is very 
rare among Chinese. Items like this make military discipline 
a severe jiroblcm. I’roops, tor in.staitce, may refuse to stay in 
reserve, wherci they belong, because they think they lose lace. 
An incompetent ollicer, instead of being shot, is transferred to 
a nenv post, iir order to save his face. 

I hcrard several linres tlrat such-a itd-,such a politiciatr 'didn’t 
have much face left', though goochress knows how many times 
it may have been salved. Here the rvord is eciuivalent to 
reputation, ft gives a girl great face if a promiirent politician 
takes her to a cabaret. 

1 weigh aro pourrds. My wife weighs iro porrncls. I 
groaned for the ricksha coolies who carried me, itr corrtrast to 
her, until I learned that the coolies preferred me as cargo 
because I was heavier. To carry my bulk gave them added 
face. 

A foreign diplomat told me that he could usually get action 
from the Chinese Foreign Office, when all other methods 
failed, by pleading that he could not afford to lose face with 
his government at home. 
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The Most Chainnng Language 

Every Cfiiivcsc word is a single syllabic. 1 here :uc, more¬ 
over, only a very lew syllables—.sounds—iliat a Clhiuese can 
pronounce, perhaps .six or seven luuuhcd in all. I'he result 
is that in Chinese there are great nuuihers of wan’ds which, 
though they may be rcpre.sented by diircrent ideographs (sym- 
boLs or pictures), are pionounced the .same way. I''or instance, 
the single soundshi (Encyclopaedia Ihilanuica, Vol. V, p. 5(17), 
may mean: 


history 

an army 

a lion 

to rely on 

to employ 

solid 

a corp.se 

to bestow 

a market 

poetry 

a house 

ten 

a clan 

power 

to proclaim 

officer 

bcginiiing 

stone 

to swear 

generation 


to pas.s away 

and has literally forty-one other meanings, Wc have similar 
confusions, be it remembered, in English: vain, xiein, vane, 
or 7 ieiv, gnu, knew, arc pronounced the same way, but they 
mean entirely dili'erent things. But Chinese goes far beyond 
any other language in luouosyllabic duplication. As a result, 
first, the Chinese learn to recognise meaning by cotitext (so 
do we); second, they have a system of tones (four in the north, 
nine in Cantoiie,se), whereby meanings may be diH'creutiatcd 
by the tone of voice. 

Chinese words are differentiated in writing; every 'shi' 
above Is a dillcrent written character (though iliey may he 
built from the same radicals or roots). Moreover, every 
Chinese word is unique. Each word is a picture, a cUlfcrent 
picture. There is no alphabet, though many words arc com¬ 
pounded of several pictures, as we shall see. Tlicvc arc about 
40,000 different words in Chinese, each with its own character 
or picture, and it goes without saying that it is a tremendous 
feat to memorise them all. Probably not a dorcri men in Chiita 
know every one. (Nor, for that matter, do more than a cloven 
men in the United States know the meaning of every word in 
the English language.) A Chinese child going to school learns 



C O L O S H A L C H IN A l8l 

about a,ooo rbaractcrs by t he time lie is ten. An average news¬ 
paper uses about 7,000 cluuaticrs every day. The composing 
room of a big newspaper will have about 30,000 characters. 

A most impoitant point is that, though the pronunciation 
of Chinese dillcis widely thioughout China, this written lan¬ 
guage of pictoiial symbols is identical everywhcie. Written 
communication is possible i'lom Manchuria to Yunnan, with¬ 
out impediment. China is not, like India, splintered into dif¬ 
ferent languages, and the uniform written language has played 
a colossal role in keeping China together. Take the numeral 5. 
Every where j.n Europe or the Americas we recognise 5 to mean 
5, though it may be called ‘live’, ‘cinq’, ‘filnf’, ‘cinquo’, and so 
on. (See Lyall, China, p. sa.) Similarly in China anyone 
who can read knows what important characters stand for." 

The ‘oflicitd’ dialect of Chinese is what foreigners call 
‘Mandarin’, what the Chinese call Kuo-yu, national tongue, 
spoken chiclly in 1 he north. Of other dialects there are many, 
chiefly Canioncsc, the great southern ‘language’. Various 
people whom I consulted dift’ered drastically in their estimate 
as to how well Chinese in widely separated parts of the country 
understand one another. Dillerentiaiion is sharpest along the 
coast; in the interior the differences are, on the whole, not 
greater than those in various parts of the United Slates. In 
recent years considerable progress has been made towards in¬ 
troducing a simple variant of the classical Mandarin, called 
pai-hua (literally ‘white’, hence ‘very simple’, language); it 
was introduced through the efforts of Dr. Hu Shih, the father 
of the Chinese Renaissance. Pahhita is colloquial, but oddly 
enough it is not so concise as Mandarin, since simplification 
demands more—rather than fewer—characters. Thus news¬ 
papers dot not like to use it. The differences between Man¬ 
darin and pai-hua is roughly that between the language of 
Shakespeare and, say, Aldous Huxley. Official Kuomintang 
documents are still written in highly complex old-fashioned 
Mandarin. The moderni.st Red Army, on the contrary, uses 
simple pai-hua, 

‘Japanese, I have noted, is written in the same characters as Chinese. 
But it is a quite diffesrent language. Analogy; 'pain’ and pain (bread) look 
alike in French and English, but they are pronounced differently, and they 
mean different things. 
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Chinese preseiiis dinkuliics. Il is so icisc' ilial l.aiin is 
■windy by comparison. Betause (here is no ai])!ial)t‘f it is ex- 
trcniciy diniculi to inde.x books ciliriciitly, or to n.se a dic¬ 
tionary, and until recently it was uu|muctuated, lint, since 
the language consists nicrcly of a .scries of pictures, it lias no 
need ol' grammar; there are no cases or declensions, and only 
two Lenses. Ideas arc picloritdised, tliat is, words arc created, 
in a most I'ascinating manner; lor inslatuc ‘gossip’ is an ideo¬ 
graph symbolically portraying tlircc women. ‘Plunder’ is a 
man chasing a man. Others; 

wife woman with broom 
hermit man and mountains 
law suit two dogs 
to think brain plus heart (N.B.!) 
good woman and child 
sincerity man plus words 
prisoner man in a box 
rain drops of water 
all three men 

worship man kneeling 
home pig cinder a roof 
west bird flying to its nest 
east sun through trees 
man pair of legs 

As western ideas, western inventions, came to China, the 
language struggled to adjust itseli and absorb ihcnn. New 
concepts were represented by putting together symbols for 
old ones. For instance: 

Capitalism Money-as-Basis-Pol icy 
Communism Togcther-Produc Lit nr-Policy 
Imperialism King-Gountry-Policy (!) 

Republic Pcoplc-as-PIost-Gountry 
Dictatorship Siuglc-Dccision-Pattem 
Parliament Discuss-Govcrn-Gountry-Assembly 
Democracy Together-Pcace 
Government Poliiical-Pfouse 
Election Lift-Hand-for-Choice 

Telephone Lightning-Language 
Railway Station Fire-Wagon-Stop 
Magnetism Power-Piilling 
Cigarette Roll-of-Smoke 
Fountain Pen Automadc-Ink-Pencil 
Camera Take-an-Image-Machine 
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One cannot but note with clclighlecl applause the extreme 
succinctness and concrete semantic intelligence embodied in 
this iransCcr ol concepts to language. II' we in the west said 
‘Single-Dccision-Putiern’ instead of ‘Dictatorship’, or ‘To¬ 
gether-Peace’ iuslead of ‘Democracy’, and kept on doing so for 
a generation or so, wc might know better what we think. To 
the Chinese a word is a tool. And the tool is often beautiful. 
Wbat could more admirably express the idea of ‘Republic’ 
than ‘People-as-llost-Country’? 

Cbinese pro[)cr names seem appallingly difficult to 
foreigners, and for several reasons. For one thing, as I shall 
explain in tlic next chapter in rcfci'ence to Chiang Kai-shek, 
most Chinese are known by several dilTerent names, For 
another, these names may he siielt and pronounced quite 
dillei'cntly. It took me some time, for instance, to understand 
tlial Oong VVen-hao ;iud 'W'eng (or Wong) Wen-hao, were one 
and the snnic [)ers()n, the cxcellciiL Chinese minister of 
economics. Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the fiithcr of the Chinese repub¬ 
lic, may he called Sun-wen or Sun Chung-shan, depending on 
taste and circumslaiices, lu Hankow I met a man named 
Tsnr. But in the south his name i.s pronounced, not Tsur, 
but Chow, which elsewhere is pronounced ‘Jo’, I have men¬ 
tioned Mukden often in these ehaptens. Mukden is its Rus¬ 
sian ntimc: in Chinese it may be Sliculdiig, Fcngtien (the old 
Manchu word), or Liaoning; the Japane.se have quite another 
name, Hoten. ’I'he city of Sian had its name lifted to Siking 
(western capital), in 1932, and to Changan (long peace), a 
little later. Hsucliowfu, Suchowfu, Suhsien, and Tungshan 
are all the same place. 

Two slight siqiijorting reeds. First, in Chinese the last 
name comes lirsf.' The Chinc.se would say Dickens Charles 
or Bell Alexander-Graham. The Generalissimo, if you wished 
to addruss him as a civilian, would not be Mr. ‘Kai-shek’, but 
Mr. Chiang. Second, I have tried so far as possible to empha¬ 
sise the last name, and omit the rest. Purists may protest, but 
lei us think of the old war lord Wu Pei-fu simply as Marshal 
Wu, of Wang Cliing-wei simply as Mr. Wang, 

^ But some Chinc.se Anglicise their names; if they do so, they put the last 
name last, English I’a.shion. For instance Sung Tse-ven is T. V. Soong. 
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Religion, Filial Piety, Faniily System 

‘How lucky I am! Whenever I make a mistake, people arc sure to 
discover it!’ 

—Confucius. 

Being rationalists, the Chine.se arc thoronghly sensible and 
realistic about religion. There is no Chinese (Hod, hut very 
many Chinese belong not merely to one religion Init to three. 
They detest separatist dogmatism, and see no reason whatever 
why they shoidd not jointly subsi rilte to die doctrines o! Con¬ 
fucius, Buddha, and Lao Tze. Wliich is roughly—very 
roughly—as if an American concurrently claimed to be a 
Roman Catholic, a Seventh Day Adventist, and a Lnthcran. 
The Chinese say that each of their three religions has its 
special value, its special spiritual impact, de]icnding on cir¬ 
cumstances, and that it is parochial foolishness to believe in 
one creed fervently enough to exclude ntlicrs. To every 
Chinese, religion is his own afl'air. 

It is exceptionally striking and typical of the Chinese that 
their grand old man and mo.st important religious ligiire, Con¬ 
fucius, is not considered divine, and that in fact he is most 
revered for what might be called tlic extra-religious aspects 
of his icaclung, That is, Confucius stood for ethics ratlier 
than mysticism, for character in persotial conduct rather than 
theology. He is unicpxe among the great creators of religions 
in that his followers invented no miracles, shibboleths, myths, 
demonology, or witchcraft. The Chinese look for ethics in 
religion, not hocus-pocu.s. Their attitude to God is mundane. 

Confucius was certainly one of the most remarkable men 
who ever lived. His name was Rung Fu-tze (Confucius is a 
Latinisation), and he lived from 551 to 478 u.c., a native of 
what is now the province of Shantung, Apparently he knew 
Lao-tze slightly, the founder of the 'rival' Chinese religion, 
and the two worked in harmony for a brief lime—far cry from 
the usual competitiveness of religious systems. Confucius 
was a civil servant and teacher by profession, hard-working 
and with a great sense of detail. For years he was a competent 
political administrator, but he found time to edit Chinese 
classics and to formulate his own code, which promptly became 
classical. He is extraordinarily like Plato in some respects. 
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It is all but impossible to concenirate in a few words what 
Conlufius stood ior. What interested him most was right 
living. He believed firmly in a fixed aristocracy of intellect 
and manners, and in orderly and honourable government. He 
tried to classify conduct in five relationships—people to ruler, 
wife to hiLsband, son to father, brother to brother, friend to 
friend. He was supremely rational; he detested the super¬ 
natural. He believed that a kind of central authority existed 
in the universe, which he called simply Heaven; he did not 
personify it, and he is sceptical about immortality. Lin Yu- 
tang cpiotes bi,s tremendously succinct words when he asked 
about the hereafter: ‘Don't know life; how know death?’ 

One series of concepts that Confucius, who like almost all 
aristocrats was a traditionalist, did believe in was filial piety, 
respect for ancestors, and the family .system. This is heavily 
marked in hi.s doctrine, and persists among most Chinese to 
this day. ‘If Confuciatu.sm can be called a religion,’ says 
Sansora, ‘it is the religion of filial piety.’ The family is the 
unit in contemporary as well as ancient China, not the indivi¬ 
dual. And the family .system (plus the written language) has 
been the glue of China for 2,500 years. It promoted conser¬ 
vatism, a rigid code of manners, and complex patterns of social 
behaviour. It also impeded such modern developments as 
patriotism and nationalism, since the loyalty of the average 
Chinese was primarily to his family group, not to his province 
or tjation.' Inevitably filial piety and family system became 
associated with ancestor worship. The father is respected and 
obeyed when alive; tlierefore he should be revered when dead; 
indeed, it is not thought that the father—or anyone—actually 
dies. Tliis is one rea.soii why Chinese funerals are noi.sy, 
colourful, and full of fun. My first glimpse of ancestor wor- 
.ship was an almost monstrously cheerful Chinese funeral. 

Of Lao-tze and Taoism we can speak little. Taoism was 
an ancient cult, the earliest of the Chinese religions, which 
became overlaid with Lao-Tze's teachings in the sixth century 
B.C., and later was much debased with ritual and mythology. 

»Bertrand Russell says acutely {The Problem of China, p. .^i) in regard 
to filial piety: ‘It is probable that this doctrine has naade the Chinese more 
prolific, in which case it has had great biologic importance.’ Economic 
and political importance too. 
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Lao-tze was a less interesting- ui.ui than Conliieins, and 
less is known abouL him; his doctrine, emphasising a rigiit- 
Inl mode of life called ‘the Way’ i.s not so ronercte as 
that of Conincius, not so jn'iuiarily conrenied with etliics. 
Taoism is supposed to he more ‘domocial ie’ than (lonfuciati- 
ism, moic passive, since a Taoist need not obey so many rules 
of conduct. lie is a much freer and simpler man; thus the 
instinct of Chinese to adhere to bolli laitivs. 

Buddliism I discu.ss briefly in Ch.ipter XXIV below; it ap¬ 
pealed greatly to Chine.se bectuise of its original rc-asoutiblcncss 
and because it emphasised I'aitilism, Mohamtnedanism too is 
discussed in Ch;i[)tcr XXIV, and ag-ain in Cha[)ter XXXII. 
Some 000,000 Chinese are Moslems, mostly in tiie north¬ 
west and in Sinkiang. Finally the induK of Christianity in 
China is considerable. The country was a tremendous liclil 
for mis.sitmarics, both Catholic, and Protestant, nv.my of whom 
did and still do siilendid work, especially in medicine and 
education, The Y.M.C.A. has great inlhtcnce, ptirtly because 
of its appeal to ethits and behaviour, 

Chinae History: Tiun-Mimda diiDpse 

I have said that Cluucsc bi.story Iiegins about ufloo n.c., 
which is roughly the time of Stirgoii I in the Tigris-Faiphratos 
valley at the other end of Ashi. Of course actual tvrirten 
records come later than that, Appiircntly communities of 
Mongoloid people in the Yangtze and Yellow River valleys 
coalesced into vague groupings in the nrenty-eighth century 
B.c„ and presently expanded~by pcaccfnl spreading out 
rather than military conquest—into what became, a loose 
empire. There came a 'Golden Age'—approximately at the 
time of Abraham and Lsaac—wlien the Emperor became the 
kSon of Heaven’ (though he was never worshipped as a Cod 
like the Emperor of Japan), when the rudiments of ancestor 
worship, the family sy.stem, handicrafts, and writing- began. 
In 1750 B.c. appeared the first inqxH-taut dynasty, the Sbang, 
which brought China to preliminary unity, and in which cul¬ 
tural development was considerable. The Chou dynasty 
(iiaa-aai irc.) followed. It was the great feudal dynasty. 
Confucius and Lao-tze lived in this Chou period, which also 
produced the classical age of Chinese literature, and wonder- 
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£ul avL ill bronze. One sub-period in die Chou dynasty 
is known as the VVge oC Confusion’, wlicu sonic luuidreds of 
feudal .states giaspcd for autlioriiy. Jkil during all ihcse 
generations, even during lap,sc.s into political anarchy, the 
essential Icaturcs of Chinese civili.satioii were luaintaincd, 
and the wiitlcn language, a great cctUriiugal loree, spread 
out. 

From ititi to yofi 11.c reigned one of the greatest men in 
world history. He ruled only lificen years, but he was a giant. 
His name was Shih Huaiig-ti, and his dynasty was known as 
Chin, from which our word China derives. Emperor Shih 
Huaiig-li wa.s a kind of Charfemagne who wanted a politically 
united China, Vitiil, ambiLiou.s, patriotic, with a bla.sting ego, 
he called himself the ‘First Emperor’, since he could not bear 
that othcr.s had preceded him. Like Flctiry Ford, he thought 
that history wa.s bunk. To wipe out any traces of the China 
that antedated his majestic entrance, lie ordered the burning 
of all books. In chtiractcr he does not remotely resemble 
Dr. Goebbels, hut he preceded him as the inventor of lilcrary 
funeral [lyres. He want cd to destroy Chinese classicism, which 
he thought stultifying; he spared only woi'ks dealing with 
medicine, agrieulture, and astrology. (Luckily many books 
were hidden by priests and scholars and escaped; otherwise we 
would have no Confucius, no other Chinese literary records 
to day.) I’hc other accomplislmicuL for which this Emperor 
was famous wa.s more cucluring. He built the Great Wall, 
The colos.sal nature of this feat rocks the imagination. The 
Mongols perpetually sought to invade the country; Shih 
decided to w^all them out, literally. How, precisely, the VFall 
was built, w'c do not know; tve do know that, to-day, it still 
stretches ^,500 miles from Mongolia to the sea, a colossal and 
unbelievably durable monument to the Chinese imagination. 
The Egyptian pyramids arc mole hills beside this Great Wall; 
of all man's work on earth, if alone could be seen from Mars. 

. . . Exhausted by the conflagration of books he made with 
his left hand, by the Wall he built w'ith his right hand, the 
Emperor Shih died after a brief reign. He is founder of 
‘modern’ China. Most Chinese to-day consider themselves to 
be his direct ‘descendants’, 

Thereafter came two tremendous dynasties, the Han 
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{‘^ q 6 b.c.-a.d. 23o), and Tang* (a.d. 6i8~a.d. 909). Under 
the Flans the classics were restored, Buddhism was introduced, 
sculpture began, and paper ivas invented. Chinc.se to day call 
themselves the ‘Han’ people; in this period began the examina¬ 
tion system for the civil service which lasted till 1911. I'he 
Tangs, e\cn more advanced, [uoceeded to dcnclop and extend 
the stability ol the Hans, and China reached its greatest area 
in about a.d. 650. This was a period of comjilete collapse in 
Europe, but in Cliina the Tang.s invented printing, developed 
the use of silk, created poetry and porcelain of unsurpassed 
loveliness, and began to paint. The Tang dynasty is usually 
considered the most productive and splendid in Chinese his¬ 
tory. It was succeeded by a less exuberant dynasty, the Sung 
(a.d. 960-1 i!80), which w'as politically decadent but which pro¬ 
duced great art, especially painting. 

In the thirteenth century, at the same timt'. that Europe was 
invading another corner of Asia with tlic Crusades, the Mon¬ 
gols crashed through the Great Wall, broke up the Sung 
dynasty, and occupied large parts of China. Genghis Khan 
(iiGjj-uay) made three Chinese expeditions, and captured 
Peking in 1214; his tremendous successor Kublai Khan 
(1235-94), established the Mongol dynasty (which lasted only 
fifteen years) and penetrated as far south as Fukien. But 
Chinese civilisation persisted, as witnc.ss the accounts of Marco 
Polo. Presently the Chinese, like a gigantic and imperishable 
sponge, began to ab.sorb their Mongol conquerors. From 13G8 
to 1644 a true Chinese dynasty, the Ming—notable among 
other things for a wonderful lloresceuce in porcelain-—re¬ 
gained power, and decayed after an ascendent period. Then, 
as we have seen, another northern group, the Mandiu.s who 
were partly Chinese, took Peking and established rule. 
Gradually they in turn disintegrated, but the Manclm 
dynasty lasted till 1911. Which brings us to Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 
the Chinese Revolution of 1911-12, the struggling republic, 
and the threshold of contemporary times. 

^ Properly Tang is T’ang, just a.s Chin is properly Cli’jn. The apo.5trophe 
in Chinese names indicates pronunciation, T> K, Gh, and P are soft; 
T’, K’, Ch’, and P’ are hard. T’ang is pronounced ‘Tong’, but ‘Tang is 
‘Dong’, Similarly K, P, and Ghwithoutthc apostrophe are pronounced like 
G, B and J. Kuling is ‘Cooling’, Peng is ‘Bcng’, and Chang is ‘Jong*. 
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Will the Japanese, new invaders Irotn the north, repeat this 
history ol conquest and then become assimilated? Future 
history contains no more lascinaling question. 

Imperialism avd the Fat Chinese Melon 

We sound notv a drastic note, that of imperialism by the 
white western potvers. We have mentioned imperialism 
before, we sliall mention it again in the course of this long 
book. A standard definition of iinperialisiii is that it is exploi¬ 
tation of an umlevclopcd colonial or foreign market, usually 
to the tune of military conquest. It is ‘extension of a nation’s 
power beyond its boundaries’, a policy of aggrandisement. 
The Marxist definition adds that imperialism is an essential 
corollary of capitalism, in that capitalism demands continually 
expanding markets. Imperialism is written deeply over Asia. 
Most of Asia is a European colony. There are, in fact, only 
six truly independent countries in all Asia—Japan, China, 
Siam, Afghanistan, Iran, and Saudi Arabia, and of these 
Afghanisian and Saudi Arabia are, one might say, ‘independ¬ 
ent’ by courtesy only. 

China was a fat and luscious melon. It is still incomparably 
the greatest unexplcited market on earth. I’he western powers 
got interested in it early; traders and missionaries sought to 
settle on the coast, especially Portuguese. But diplomatic 
intercourse with the Manchu empire was extremely difficult, 
because of Chinese ceremonial, Chine.se isolationism. During 
the reign of Kang Hsi (i6G«-i723), for instance, Dutch and 
Russian Amba,s.sadors withdrew from Peking without seeing 
the Emperor, because they refused to kowtotv to him. In those 
days to make a proper kowtow one had not only to kneel, but 
bump the head smartly on the ground. Other missions, how¬ 
ever, represeming several of the western states, and particu¬ 
larly Great Britain, wanted trade more than they cared about 
ceremonial hurailialion. The process of initial penetration ^ 
was laborious, but it succeeded. By i8oS the British were j 
firmly fixed in Canton, the only port where they were allowed. 

Came 1839 and the so-called Opium War, one of the most • 
unpleasant wars in all history. British trade was based on 
opium; the East India Company dumped opium into China 1 
from India and got silver in exchange. Profits were enormous, s 
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Bill, ihc Mancliii Governniciil siuldciily decided to stamp out 
tlic opium iraflic; a Cantonese oflicial, obeying oiders, seized 
and burned a large store ol British opium awaiting shipment 
to the interior. An analogy—not too close peihaps—might 
be drawn between this event and liie Boston 7 'ea Baity a 
generation or so bel'ore. 'The British rcl.diated by making 
vvaiv They loughl Ciiina to indiel 0()ium on it, and to ‘jne- 
serve the rights oi trade’.' 'I'hey invaded Cliina not oidy near 
Canton l)uL in the north, and the war Listed ihrec years, d’he 
. IManchu Govcrnmeul, bealen, was forced to sign ti eaties which 
for the first time opened China as a whole to western tmde. 
Five ports were set aside whei'e loreigners had s[)e( iai pri¬ 
vileges, Canton, Amoy, Foochew, Ningpo, and Shanghai. 
China was lot bidden to set any tarilf above five per eent, which 
meant that loreigu nations could sell goods at an enormous 
advantage. Finally, the British annexed the important island 
of Hong Kong. 

Thus, in 1892, began western exjiloitatioii of Cliiiia on a 
wholesale and ‘legal’ l)a.sis. I have mcnlioucd in Clia])icr VII 
above the preygressive sei/Atre of Chinese terr itory by Brittiin, 
France, Germany, and Russia, But territory was not the only 
desideratum. The foreign nations look and held sj)ccial 
advantages in the seapoits and on the great rivers, since tlu\se 
dominated intercourse with the immense interior. Over¬ 
whelmingly their objective vs'as trade. 'Fliey used weapons 
cheaper and more efficient than direct conrjuest, like ctmce.s- 
sion.s in the ‘treaty ports', customs control, and, above all, the 
principle of extraterritoriality. 

A treaty port was—and i.s—one vvdicrcin I'oreigticrs can do 
business under their own law. Originally there were live; now 
I there ai’e thirty-eight in China proper. Sonic ol these ports 
I are not on the ocean at all, but are far inland, like Hankow; 
\ some include ‘settlements’ or ‘concessions’ (like Tientsin and 
I Shanghai) which are in effect outside any Chinese juriscliction, 
I though the fiction of ultimate Chinese ‘sovereignly’ is main- 
f tained. White troops are the police; white officials arc the 
government. They are hardly more part of China than Mar¬ 
seilles or Manchester. 

, Customs control. This began in 1842 also, and was con- 
firmed in 18134 formation in Shanghai of the Chinese 
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Customs Service. The theory was simple: the Cliincse ap¬ 
pointed foreign officials who were exclusively in charge of 
customs administration. Ultimate authority was Chine.se in 
theory, and revenue went into the Chine,sc exchequer, hut 
foreigners controlled it. The head of the Chinc.se Maritime 
Customs lias, since 1861, been an Englishman. Time came 
when China needed money and sought loans, and it was natural 
that customs revenue should be pledged as .security. In 1938 
China recovered—in theory at least—tarilf autonomy, when 
Chiang Kai-slick told the Ixmkers that lie could not build up 
a national regime unless he had more money. But to this day 
at least thirty per cent of Chinese customs revenue, which was 
in turn about sixty per cent of total Chinese revenue until the 
present tvar, is ear-marked for jrayment of foreign debt. 

Third, exlntlcrnlorinlily. (Efforts have been made to ’ 
shorten this atrkward word; first it was amputated to ‘ex¬ 
territoriality’, and some Chinese newspapers even say ‘extra- 
lity'.) Extra.territoriality means that the foreigner in China 
—not merely in the concessions or treaty ports but anywhere— 
is not subject to Chinese law, but only to the kattr of his own 
country. An American tvho, say, coiramits murder or any other 
crime in Fukien or Chtiugsha is not tried by a Chinese court, 
but by a magistrate of his own nationality, u.sually the local 
consul. The system has its origin in remote Roman times, 
with the principle of 'personal hrw’; every man was a Roman 
citizen, no matter wdterc he lived, and the law followed him. 
Extraterritoriality has existed at one time or other almost 
everywhere in the world; for a time the French had extra¬ 
territorial rights in New Orleans. Now, however, it has 
virtually disapjieared, except in China. 

In the beginning extraterritoriality was justified. There 
was no law worth the name in China, no judicial system. And 
in the present war extraterritoriality has turned out to be of 
great coitveuience to the Chinese; thousands ol them took re¬ 
fuge in the foreign settlements, did patriotic tvork there, and 
were safe. But basically the sy.^tern was an aflront to China, 
and produced grave abuses. In 1925 in Shanghai ancl Canton, 
British police shot Chinc.se workmen; in 1927, British and . 
American battle,ships bombarded Nanking. In Peking, the 
system has produced the revolting spectacle o£ Chinese not | 
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being allowed inside the best part of their own city, (The 
sanctity of the Legation Quarter in Peking derives, Iiowever, 
from the Boxer Protocol, not from the other ‘unequal’ treaties.) 
Foreigners ai'e exempt from Chinese law, but Chinese are not 
exempt from foreign poliee. In the eaily 1930’s dozens of 
Chine.se left-wingers were caught by while polite in the Inter¬ 
national Scltlement in Shanghai and turned over to Chinese 
authorities. One had the Alice-in-Wonderland situation that 
Japanese generals —on Chinesr ioil —were eomfovtably direct¬ 
ing a war against China. 

It is taken almost for granted that extraterritoriality will 
disappear sooner or later. If China wins the war and is stiong 
enough she will not be likely to permit alien troops cm her .soil, 
even if they are troops so friendly by and large as the British 
and Americans. (The United States maintains an extra¬ 
territorial garrison in Peking and a detachment of marines in 
the Shanghai International Settlement.) The .story is tliat, 
when Chiang Kai-shek’s troops took Shanghai, the big business 
interests were so certain that he would abolish extraterritori¬ 
ality that they offered his agents a very considcnible bribe— 
£2,000,000 gold is sometimes given as the sum—not to do so. 
In 19,31, however, Chiang Kai-shek announced the 'abolition 
of the unequal treaties’. The annonnceinent—owing to the 
struggle with Japan—has not yet been put into efl'ert. 

The case of the foreigner in China may be briefly put. It 
is that he brings wealth to China, and needs ju'oteciiou while 
doing so; it is that he is developing China commercially and 
industrially, not throttling it, and rightfully asks security in 
return for his services; it is that a prosperous, stable, ellicient 
China is a better ornarneni to civilisation than a corrupt, 
prostrate, and decadent Manchu empire. In the wake of the 
foreign merchant come mission .schools, universities, modern 
medicine, sanitation, roads, railways, bridges, electrification, 
movies, higher standards of living. ’'iVhat the foreigner is 
bringing to China is the civilisation of the west; all he asks is 
modest profit, plus security. It goes without saying that many 
foreigners in China have unselfishly and even heroically worked 
for the good of the country. One need only mention railway 
administration, medical research such as that of the Rocke¬ 
feller Foundation, and especially famine and flood control. 
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Some die-hard westerners arc apt to be pretty rough tvith 
the Chinese, and to flourish the strong w'liite hand. Consider 
this passage from Rodney Gilbert (WhaCs Wrong willi China, 
1932): ‘In recent years Great Britain ... has followed America’s 
lead and has substituted soft-soap and compliments for ultima¬ 
tums, so that the Chinese are simply hysterical with self-com¬ 
placency and contempt for the forcignei', and indulge in 
vociferous hatc-l'casLs in every part of the country which in¬ 
evitably bear fruit in an increasing number of outrages 
against foreigners, defalcations on loans, impertinent diplo¬ 
matic notes, and assertions of “rights” {sic!) every year.’ 

It is not easy to calculate the foreign stake in China. ^ 
Competent estimates, however, agree that the total British j 
investment in China is approximately £250,000,000 (much I 
greater than the total British investment in India, incident- \ 
ally) and the total Japanese investment about (he same if 
Manchukuo is included. Manebukuo excluded, Japanese 
investment in China is about £120,000,000. American and 
French investments are roughly £50,000,000 each. British 
capital is invested in a multiplicity of enterprises, chiefly banks, 
railways, shipping, tobacco. Japanese investments are mostly . 
in shipping, mining, cotton. Japan and Britain between them 
handle fifty-seven per cent of China's coastwide marine traffic. ‘ 
The American trade with China is comparatively slight, per¬ 
haps £20,000,000 per year. 

The Not-So-Open Door 

The Open Door is an American policy, enunciated by^ 
Secretary of State John Hay in 1889. Briefly it means equal ; 
opportunity for citizens of all nations to trade in China or , 
similar undeveloped territories; in 1921, at the Washington 
Conference, it was reaffirmed in the Nine Power Treaty 
guaranteeing the integrity of China, and became linked with 
the principle of Chinese independence. The motive behind 
Hay’s original pronouncement is clear; the United States did 
not intend to be drawn into any territorial squabble over the 
China market, but fully intended to maintain its right to trade 
there. Nathaniel Pefl’er in a brilliant historical study {Asia, 
July 1936) has indicated that Hay's doctrine was in fact first 
suggested by the British. The Open Door was very convenient 

N 
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Lo British aims, since at that time, if threat of partition was re¬ 
moved, ‘no other country could successfully compete with Bri¬ 
tain in trade or finance. On ecpial terms, Britain always won.’ 

The Japanese have, of course, pushed the 0 [)cn Door (for 
others) fast shut; as it was nicely said recently, they have 
‘closed it so tight that there is not a Chink in it’. Late in 1938 
Japan announced the ‘New Order in Asia’ doctrine, and by so 
doing jettisoned—as everyone knew they would—both llie 
Nine Power Treaty and the Open Door. Mr. Hull protested. 
The Japanese paid no attention, and set out with redoubled 
activity to monopolise the China market, to push foreign enter¬ 
prise out, to slam and lock the Door wherever possible. Ten 
days after capturing Canton they announced that foreign trade 
and business would be excluded there. 

Shanghai 

This complex political ulcer on the face of China demands 
a brief section by itself. Shanghai, the sixth largest city in the 
world, with almost 4,000,000 jropulation in 1939, is the chief 
mart of Chinese trade, a splendid refuge for tax-dodgers, and 
the scat of the worst slums, the most grisly factories, some of 
the hand.somcst country clubs, and the finest night life on 
earth. In Shanghai, I have already stated, 39,000 dead bodies 
are picked off the streets in an average year. And in Shanghai 
is a restaurant where dinner may cost £130. 

The foreign area of Shanghai is uniquely governed. It is 
divided into two parts, the International Settlement (pojMila- 
tion 1,023,300) and the French Concession, which together 
occupy 12.66 square miles. Outside and beyond it, in a 
swarming semi-ch’cle, is the great Chinese city (320 square 
mile.s), now occupied by the Japanese. The International 
Settlement is administered by a Municipal Council, which is 
responsible in turn to the Consuls General of the Great Powers. 
Until 1928 no Chine,sc were allowed on this Council; now it 
contains five Chinese ont of fourteen, but they have little 
power. Two Councillors arc Japanese—which brings com¬ 
plications, The Council is in effect run by the British; the 
Japanese want more voice. As to the French Concession 
(population 478,552) it is de facto if not de jure part of France. 
It has no connection with the International Settlement, and 
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the Inencli Consul General runs it—and runs it Well. Mo.st 
well-to-do foreigners in Shanghai (as well as many Chinese) 
live in ‘h’renchlown’, as it is usually called. 

British, American, Italian, and Japanese troops and police 
each have a sector of the International Settlement to protect. 
Beginning in 193^^ the Japanese transformed their sector, 
Yangtzepoo, into what is in ell'ect Japanese territory. They 
used it in the 1933 fighting as their scat of operations against 
the Chinese; they claimed both belligerent and extraterri¬ 
torial privileges, and have entrenched their position ever since. 
While holding Yangtzepoo exactly as if it were Tokyo, they 
continue to demand a share in the government of the rest of 
the International Settlement. Once prompt action by an 
American Marine officer. Colonel C. V. Price, prevented 
japane.se invasion of the non-Japanese Settlement area. 
During 1938 and 1939, when Japanese puppets were murdered 
in extraordinary number by Chinese who took refuge there, 
Japan was again tempted to seize the Settlement. Revenge 
was not the only motive. Sixty per cent of total Chinese in¬ 
dustry is in Shanghai, 41.5 per cent of China’s total customs 
revenue accrue.s at Shanghai. But the Japanese did not quite 
dare to take the whole Settlement over, because of the storm 
of protest it would arouse in Britain and the United States. 

Shanghai is, I have indicated above, a paradise for the j 
wealthy. There are no taxes. With the exception of an ' 
exceedingly small land tax, foreigners pay no tax at all, either 
to their own government, to the Settlement, or to China. This 
produces, inevitably, an emotion of shame, which produces 
worry; as Vincent Sheean once said, Shanghai is the city par 
excellence of two things, money and the fear of lo.sing it. Some 
rich Shanghai families came originally from Bagdad and Bom¬ 
bay (with British nationality) and settled in China generations 
ago—the Hardoons, Ezras, Shamoons, Elis, Kadoories; some 
wealthy individuals settled there quite recently, like Sir Victor 
Sassoon. Several great Shanghai fortunes were based on 
opium; then came investment in land, in textiles, in native 
industry. Shanghai gas, waterworks, and local transportation 
are British; electricity, power, and the telephone system are 
American; much land is owned by foreign religious orders, 
like the French Jesuits, the Spanish Augustans. Shanghai 
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real estate could be bought for a song fifty years ago. Lahei iri 
the business district nowadays may be worth £!^oo,ooo per acre. 

In Shanghai one finds most flamboyantly and conspicuously 
the westerner who hates the Chinese. He has done the Cliincse 
an injury, that is, sucked wealth out of him; lor this he cannot 
forgive China, In a Shanghai park was the famous sign, 
NO DOGS OR CHINESE ALLOWED. Some years ago an 
American newspaper man entertained no less a Chinese than 
H. H. Rung (now the prime minister!) in his olfice. I'he land¬ 
lord would not allow Dr. Rung to enter the elevator reserved 
for whites; the American netv.spapcr man protested; as a result 
the paper moved. Quite recently a British diplomat, a polo 
player, got into serious social difliciiltics because he invited a 
Chinese (the mayor of Shanghai!), to witness a polo match on 
the dub gi’ounds. With my own ears I have heard a high 
consular officer say to his secretary, in the presence of a well- 
dressed young Chinese, 'Throw that damned Chink out.” 
Many rich foreigners in Shanghai hope that the Japanese will' 
^win the war, not the Chinese. 

Shanghai is also famous as the home par excellence of the 
Old China Hand. An Old China Hand is a white who' 
has lived in China for thirty-five years without bothering tO' 
learn one word of Chinese. 

A Word on Economics 

Until 1938 not less than one-half of all Chinese industrial 
workers lived in the Shanghai area. The average wage of the 
semi-skilled was perhaps $15 (Chinese), per month, that is 
about 10s. (!) at the present rate of exchange. A twelve-hour 
day is the rule, and fifteen to sixteen and a halt hours are not 
uncommon for piece work. Children may begin work at the 
age of five or six, and are delighted to get this early start, so' 
terrible is competition for existence. The great mills are 
mostly Japanese owned, and in them contract labour is in 
force. An agent called the ‘sub-contractor’ goes up-country, 
buys a group of girls from their parents—perhaps for a fee of' 
^30 (£1) per girl for three years of work—and then sells them, 
to the factory. He is more than the middleman, however,^ 
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the girls remain techuicaliy in his charge. They pay him 
their tvages, until his is paid back—which may be never. 
This system cannot be rivalled for pure viciousness. The 
girls are in ehect slaves.' .British and Chinese mills are better 
run, with contract labour not allowed; but the fact that they 
are ‘better’ does not mean that they are very good. A rudi¬ 
mentary trade union movement exists, and is growing stronger; 
there were frequent strikes in 1937 and 1938. The unions 
were crushed in 1937, when they were strongly leftist; 
government (called ‘yellow’) unions took their place; under- 
gi'ound Red unions sprang up, and since the United Front 
have now tended to coalesce with the government unions. Red 
plus yellow equals orange, than which there are worse colours. 

But the basis of economic life in China is agriculture. The 
life of China is the life of the land. At least eighty-five per 
cent of Chinese are peasants; most of these are small tenant 
cultivators, though conditions vary province by province. 
Wheat and millet are the staple crops in the north; rice in the 
south. There are very few big estates anywhere, and as a rule 
the tenant—or proprietor—holds just as much land as his 
family can cultivate, which is something over an acre. Statis¬ 
tics are scarce, but I had it from competent authorities that the 
average income of a small farmer is probably under .'ll00 
(Chinese) per year, that is £3 5s. od. It a landlord is a bad 
landlord, it means first that he is an absentee, second that he 
takes more than fifty per cent of the crop as rent. The small 
landlords—tenants also—pay preposterous taxes, especially in 
remote provinces like Szechwan where war lords have col¬ 
lected taxes many years in advance. The agidcultural debt is 
enormous—so enormous as to be incalculable. Two things I 
noticed, as any observer will notice them. First, the Chinese 
peasant is so close to the soil, so steeped in the soil, that the very 
colour of his face is that of the soil. Second, grave mounds. By 
Chinese convention the dead are buried in hummocks on the 
surface, not deep underground. These hummocks stud the 
fields irregularly, and it is said that four per cent of Chinese 

‘ In one great Shanghai factory, where a modified form of contract 
labour exists, girl workers are given their wages in secrecy and at unstated 
intervals, so that middlemen and racketeers who prey on them may not 
know what money tliey have. 
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agricultural laud is unculthaled, out of icspect lor die 
mound-like graves. 

China, despite years ol imperialist pressuic, is still basically 
an undeveloped country. According lo Snow, Iheic are only 
35,000 miles of roads (and mo,st of them indiilerent) as against 
some 2,000,000 in the United States; there arc only (1,000 miles 
of railways, as against 275,000 in the United Slates. 'The 
national budget is amazingly small lor a country ol 450,000,000 
people—in 1936-7 expenditure was 1990,700,000 (Chinese), 
in 1937-8 it was estimated at .|l 1,000,600,000 (Chinese), which 
at present exchange is only £32,031,200. The chief exports 
are animal products, wax, tea, raw silk, raw cotton, hides, and 
tin, and the trade balance is adverse. (Japan, miraculously 
enough, still has an active trade balance.) China left the silver 
standard in 1934, to adopt a managed currency on lines sug¬ 
gested by the British expert Sir Frederick Leiih Ross. 

A Chart of China 

Finally, before proceeding to disemss Chiang Kai-shek and 
the other great Chinese political personalities, we must at tempt 
to draw a brief chart of Chinese geography.' 

First consider the Yellow River, called ‘China’s Sorrow’, 
which is the most anarchic of the world’s rivers, and the most 
dangerous; it fills with silt regularly and overllows its dykes, 
causing almost unimaginable devastation. 'Fen times in hi,s- 
tory its course has changed radically; as recently as 1887 it 
took a sudden immense jumjr, and carved a churning path to 
the sea 200 miles from its previous egress. 

Above the Yellow River arc the Five Northern Provinces, 
/ to which I have already alluded. They are Flopci, Chahar, 
; Suiyuan, Shansi, and Shantung. Of these Chahar and 
SuiYUAN are not merely above the Yellow River, but above 
the Great Wall (as is Ninghsia also) and comprise Inner Mon¬ 
golia, as we have seen. Chahar has about 2,000,000 people, 
and its capital, Kalgan, is a famous junction of caravan routes 
to the north. Suiyuan, a wool-producing province of approxi¬ 
mately the same size, is the centre of Japanese activity in 
Mongolia. 

i Carl Crow’s Handbook for China is the best contemporary guide. I have 
used it considerably. 
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Horn (or Hopeh), formerly known iis Chihli, is rich in 
coal (the Kailan mines are the largest in the east), cotton, salt. 
Il is the province, with more than 28,000,000 people crowded 
into the area of Arizona, where people eat millet, dodge 
camels, and see tourists. In Hopei are Tientsin, the second 
port ot China, and Peking,' whicli many good folk will die for 
as the most beautiful city in the world. 

One of the great pt'ovinces is Shantung, population 
38,000,000, with capital at Tsinan. Confucius came from 
Shantung; so did many modern war lords. It is the province 
of tall and strapping coolies, the greatest monastery in China, 
pongee silk, handsome women, and eggs, of which it produces 
111,000,000 per year. Shantung men arc good soldiers, strong 
workmen. The Japanese have occupied most of it, and have 
had less trouble than anywhere else in China, partly because 
there are no foreign conce.ssions in Shantung. 

Shansi (which means West of the Mountains) is a more 
thinly-populated province. It is the home of wool, opium, 
and bankers, and has been the scene of stubborn guerrilla 
fighting in the present war. For years its boss was Yen Msi- 
shan, one of the most famous of modern war lords. Shansi has 
11,000,000 people. 

Not considered one of the Five Northern Provinces, but 
adjacent to Shansi and Suiyuan, is Shensi. The vowel 
changes confusingly. Shensi is a very important province 
indeed, though it contains only 7,717,000 people. It means 
‘West of the Pass’, and is the heart of old China; for four 
dynasties its chief city, Sian (where the Generali.ssimo was kid¬ 
napped), was the national capital. The old Japanese capital, 
Kyoto, was built to duplicate Sian. Shensi is a heart of new 
China too, since it is the headquarters of the Eighth Route 

* Peldng was the capital of China for 900 years till 1928, when Chiang 
Kai-shek’s government demoted it in favour of Nanking. The name was 
then changed from Peking (Northern Capital) to Peiping (Northern 
Peace). Now the Japanese who occupy it have restored the old name, 
Peking. A journalistic anecdote is to tlie point. The London Tims 
refused ever to acknowledge that Peking had become Peiping. For nine 
sturdy years it held out, saying Peking. Then the Japanese, in 1937, 
announced the resumption of the former name. The Tirms didn’t know 
quite how to handle the story, since it had never admitted to its readers that 
the name had changed. 
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(communist) Army, of which more later. Mucli of the land is 
‘loess’, dust or silt blown there by centuries of wind. 

Farther to the north-west are two remote and sparsely settled 
provinces, Ningiisia and Kansu. Ninghsia, the western tip 
of Inner Mongolia, is .still held by China. Kansu is the poorest 
of all the provinces, roughly the .size of New Mexico, with the 
population of New York City; the pcojde arc largely Moslem, 
and live in caves ctirved out of loess. Botli Ninghsia and 
Kansu are run by generals named Ma. Kansu and its capital, 
Lanchow, are of great strategic interest, because they control 
the caravan route, the old ‘silk road’, from China to Sinkiang- 
and Russia. 

We turn now to the great provinces of Central China and 
the Yangtze valley. Tlie Yangtze, the fourth largest river in 
the world, drains through China for 3,100 miles before it 
reaches the sea near Shanghai. It is one of the most important 
of all Chinese phenomena, because it ties China together, and 
at the same time was the great aventie to penetration by the 
western powers. A whole book miglit be written about the 
Yangtze, as Emil Ludwig wrote an excellent one about the 
Nile. It probably has greater historical and geogniphic inter¬ 
est than any river in the world, except the Nile and Rhine. 
The word ‘Yangtze’ means ‘willow’. 

Honan does not actually border on the Yangtze (it is below 
the Yellow River, as its name 'South of the River’ suggests, 
and adjacent to Shensi and Shansi), but it is one of the ‘central’ 
provinces. About the size ol Georgia, it has almost 35,000,000 
people; it is a wheat-growing province, with Kaifeiig and 
Loyang as important cities. The Flonanese arc lough-rdired. 
conservative, proud of their tradition, inclined to rudeness, 
Honan is very fertile, and is often endangered by flood. Most 
Chine.se peanuts come from Honan, and it is the fifth cotton 
province. 

Below Honan is Hupeh, and below Hupeh is FIunan. The 
north to south progression Hopeh-Honan-FIupeh-Hunan is a 
formidable business to get straight. Hupeh i.s a dull, rich, 
and busy province. It is the first in cotton, and its capital 
is the great triumvirate of cities Hankow-Wuchang-Hanyang, 
collectively known as ‘Wuhan’. Hupeh is often flooded. The 
name means ‘North of the Lake'. When we reach the next 
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province, Hunan ('South oC the Lake’), we are in the south. 
Here people eat red pepper, produce antimony, have soft 
voices, manufacture hreworks, and enjoy revolution. Hunan 
is called ‘the Balkans’ of China. The population is almost 
30,000,000, the capital Changsha. 

Eastward, converging on the Yangtze delta, are the vital 
provinces Anhwki, Kiangsii, and Chekiang, with a total 
population of 85,000,000, Anhwei, according to Chinese 
legend, is where two pairs of extremes meet: buflalo and 
came], rice and wheat. Near Wuhii, in Anhwei province, the 
U.S.S. Panay was sunk. ICiangsu, incredibly fertile, contain¬ 
ing Shanghai, Nanking, and Soochow, is the most densely 
populated area in the world, with 875 persons per square mile. 
Here is the industrial nexus of China, as we have seen. 
Chekiang (it means Curving River and is pronounced ‘Juh- 
jiong’) is the smallest Chinese province, with the most enter¬ 
prising people. Sailors the world over come from its Ningpo. 
In Chekiang are the prettiest Chinese women, the most 
fragrant wine, the smartest lawyers, the best developed roads, 
and the most advanced sericulture. In this region are the 
delightful cities Hangchow (in Chekiang) and Soochow (in 
Kiangsu). The Chinese say concisely, ‘Above—Heaven; 
below—Hang and Soo.’ 

Now to the south, Fukien is the hilly coastal province 
opposite Formosa, with Amoy as chief port; the Fukiencse 
speak a highly difficult dialed, and are restless, good sailors, 
and fishermen. It is a gi'eat province for tea, oranges, ancl 
sugar. Behind it is Kiangsi (to be distinguished from 
Kiangsu above), which produces lemons, tungsten, camphor, 
tobacco, and communists. It is the area where the Chinese 
Reds made their beginning, and where Chiang Kai-shek had 
his favourite residence, in the mountains at Kuling. The 
capital is the important city Nanchang, taken early in 1939 by 
the Japanese. 

Furthest south are what are familiarly called the ‘two 
Kwangs', the great provinces of Kwangtung (capital, Canton), 
and Kwangsi, with combined population of 45,000,000. These 
are the provinces drained by the third of the dominant Chinese 
rivers, the Si-kiang. For .some years these provinces were 
virtually independent of the rest of China, under the South- 
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west Political Coiuicil; the people arc obstinate, impassioned, 
splendid cratl.smen, enterprising; they arc called the Irish of 
China. I’he great majority ol Chinese who emigrate abroad, 
particularly those who go to America, are Cantonese; their 
remittances during the war helped save Chinese linance. 
Canton is the birthplace ol Sun Yat-sen, and the nest of most 
Chinese revolutionary ferment; the proverb is tliat ‘everything 
new’ comes from the Cantonese. They arc marvellous cooks, 
too. The Kwangsi folk are poorer than those hoin Kwang- 
tung, less developed, but with an even fiercer patriotism. 
Kwangsi has wood, oil, indigo, silver; it is a mountainous 
province, with the climate and scenery tropical. Tigers are 
still common in Kwangsi. 

We turn now to the tremendous province of SzEr.iiwAN in 
the west, where (May 1939), having been pushed out of Kiangsu 
and Hupeh, Chiaiig Kai-shek now has his headquarters. 
The new capital of China is Clmngking, which means (the 
pleasant ChincscI) ‘Happy Again’. Szechwan has 431,309 
square miles (bigger than France), and 52,000,000 people; 
the name means Four Rivers. For years it was the most back¬ 
ward province of China proper, with a large aboriginal popu¬ 
lation; it was looted by war lords like the Lius, and the peasants 
had to pay taxes literally sixty years in advance; there is not 
a foot of railway in Szechwan, but from igii to 1939 the pro¬ 
vince saw no fewer than 475—believe it or not—civil wars. 
For a time the local boss threatened to shoot down any aei'o- 
planes that traversed his area, though the national govern¬ 
ment was trying hard to extend civil aviation. Nowadays 
Szechwan is reaching modern times, and accepting its great 
responsibilities. The province has the greatest potential 
wealth of any in China, and the proverb says, ‘You never see 
a poor man in Szechwan.’ It is—or should be—China’s bank 
and granary; it is extraordinarily rich in minerals, and can 
produce four crops a year. Remote Szechwan, together with 
Yunnan near by, are the strongholds of contemporary China. 

Below Szechwan are Kweichow (literally 'Sea of Moun¬ 
tains’), with what are believed to be the richest mertairy 
deposits in the world, and Yunnan, one of the critically im¬ 
portant provinces. Yunnan, containing i46',ooo square miles, 
13,000,000 people, rae9.ns ‘South of the Clouds’; it was in effect 
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a French sphere o[ influence [or some ycarSj because an im- 
porLant Frcncli-owned railway penelraLcs il from Indo-Clhina. 
Yunnan adjoins Ikirma also, and the new Burnia-Yunnan road 
is a life-line of Chinese inuniiions. Yunnan is an innneuse, 
fertile, and liealthy plateau; the chief products arc tin and 
opium. For years the Ytinnaucse played little part in the 
Chinese revolution; now the torch of resistance to Japan has 
reached them, and because of its strategic position in regard 
to supplies it has become, next to Szechwan, the most important 
ai'ea in China. Like Szechwan, it contains aboriginal tribes 
in considerable number, such as the savage Lolos. Even these 
are learning loyalty to the national government. 

Farther west than Szechwan and Yunnan, in the mountain- 
and-dcsert land separating China proper from Sinkiang, are 
two remote and isolated provinces, where till recently the 
central government had small authority. One is Kokonor, 
somclimcs called Chinghai. Very little indeed is known about 
Kokonor, except that it is sparsely inhabited by Mongoloid 
nomads. The other is Sikong, an immense rolling plateau of 
grasslands, which obtained its first regular provincial govern¬ 
ment in January 1959. Kokonor is bigger than pre-War 
Austro-Hungary, and Sikong bigger than Finland. 

China Beyond Chhia 

A very considerable part of China is not China. If you 
remove Outer Mongolia, part of Inner Mongolia, Tibet, and 
Sinkiang from China, enormous stretches of territory where 
Chinese rule is hardly even theoretical, you cut China almost 
in half, you reduce it from a total area of some 4,000,000 square 
miles to something around 2,000,000. Tibet I shall consider 
in relation to India, since it is largely in the British sphere. 
The great area called Sinkiang (Chinese Turkestan) is tech¬ 
nically part of China, but its northern sector is dominated by 
Soviet Russia, and in the south where it adjoins India, British 
influence is strong. 

Sinkiang (the word means ‘New Dominion’), is one of the 
least known regions of the earth’s surface. The area is colossal 
—some 700,000 square miles, or roughly the same as Mexico 
or Greenland—the-population about 4,000,000. (The capital | 
is Urumchi, near the Soviet border, and^rade naturally drains | 
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towards the Russian Turk-Sib railway. T’hc pc(){)lc are 
‘Turki’ by race and largely Moslem in religion; mostly desert 
nomads who raise sheep and wool. Soviet technical advisers 
are working on a ‘three year j>lan’ of economic development, 
with the sanction of the Chinc.se government, General Sheng 
Shi-tsai; a trade treaty with the Soviet government dates ftoin 
1931. Various complicated wats between Tuiki, Tungan, 
and Chinese chieltains led to military intervention by the 
U.S.S.R. in 1934. Ru.ssia has been interested in Sinkiang I'tom 
Czarist days. 

Opium 

‘In Russia religion is the opium of the people; in China opium i.s the 
religion of the people.’ — Edgar Snow. 

A vast lot of nonseitse has been written about opium, and 
sever'al libraries might be written about it. In excess opium 
is of course dangerous, as is any indulgence, and many Chinc.se 
do take it in excess. But the widespread notion that a man’s 
body, soul, and character arc instantly destroyed by two or 
three whiffs of opium, is somewhat exaggerated. In modera¬ 
tion, in fact, many doctors think opium to be no more harm¬ 
ful than whisky—perhaps less harmful than, say, American 
mixed drinks. The Chinese coolie or chairbearer smokes his 
opium exactly as a British navvy hoists a tall beer after a hard 
day; the Chinese intellectual .sucks his pipe at nightfall exactly 
as a New Yorker takes one—or two—cocktails to brace himself 
for the opera. 

Chinese work terribly hard. Many Chinese are hungry 
perpetually. Opium deadens hunger, and is surcease, relief, 
almost a kind of food, after exhausting physical or mental 
ilabour. One of the most eloquent foreigners in China told 
me, 'Opium to the Chinese is an extra hour of daylight.' 

One thing is certainly true; opium is prodigiou,sly important 
in the politics, the sociology, the economics of Chinese life. 
The bulk of people will not do without it, any more than most 
Americans would do without alcohol during prohibition. The 
hunger is deep, innate, fixed. Moreover opium is an exceed¬ 
ingly lucrative, crop, and is steeply taxed. Some years ago 
opium revenue in Honan alone was £3,000,000 per year, in 
Kwangtung £3,400,000, in Hunan £4,000,000. The Japanese 
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certainly more than paid for the occupation of Jchol by the 
revenue they took from that fat, opium-growing province. 
To-day the government of Chiang Kai-shek is believed to 
derive not less than .fn 0,000,000 (Chinese) per year from 
opium taxes, that is to say ten per cent of the national budget, 
though opium figures are secret, and arc never included in 
official statistics. The important thing about opium revenue 
is that, by immemorial Chinese tradition, it is earmarked for 
the military. Chiang created his national army partly out of 
opium, just as warlordism was paid for by opium. When 
Chiang set out to unify China, he struck first of all at the 
provincial opium monopolies. When he captured a local 
chieftain’s opium revenue, his campaign was won. 

Because Chinese will not give up opium, and because taxes 
on it are so lucrative, the various experiments in China— 
which is by far the largest opium-producing country in the 
world—to ‘control’ the traffic need not be taken very seriously. 
However, a start has been made. The government realises 
that opium in excess is debilitating; it realises that peasants 
(even those who do not smoke) die of famine because they grow 
opium instead of wheat, At present it is extremely dihicult 
to say whether opium is, or is not, legal in China. What the 
government is attempting to do, under the ‘Six Year Plan’ in¬ 
troduced in iggy to reduce the traffic, is the following; 

First, growth of opium is legalised under severe restrictions. 
The army, which considers opium its own province, has in¬ 
spectors and commissioners in every area. 

Second, the government (iheoi'elically) has the monopoly 
on opium sales, which it taxes. 

Third, the government takes severe measures against smug¬ 
gling and racketeering. A two-inch ball of illicit opium—it 
looks like tar—may meair a year’s living to a peasant who 
avoids taxes on it. Almost everywhere in China, but especially 
in the French Concession in Shanghai, gangsters ‘muscle in’ 
on the opium trade, try to fatten on opium sales themselves. 
Rival gangsters then ‘muscle in’ on these gangsters, so that no 
one will be cheated except the government. The situation is 
startlingly like the heroic days of underworld Chicago, when 
Capones ‘hi-jacked’ O’Donnells and vice versa to control beer 
and booze. 
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Foiirlh, a campaign to cauc addicts got under way. It was 
never tine that the Ghinc.se Govciinnent intended to execute 
all smoken-.s; what it did do was set up hospitals loi addicts, 
and attempted to treat tlieiu. On taking tlie cane addicts 
were forcibly branded, to show that they were ‘cured’; if an 
addict w;i,s found smokitig again, he could be executed. And 
many smokers rvenc thus executed, d'he cauipalgu, however, 
lost nioincntuni during tJie war. 

Of muth greater importance llian Cliincse attempts to con¬ 
trol the traflic are Japanese ellorts to extend it. 'The Ja[)ane.sc 
have flooded every area they occu[)y with opium; competent 
neutral observers are witnesses to the sltocking increase in 
opium smoking in such cities as Peking, Tientsin and 
especially Nanking. The Japanese do not merely enthusi¬ 
astically encourage the .sale o£ opium, but of such narcotic 
derivitives as lieroin, which Chine.se do not normally tttke, 
and whicli is a vicious jjoison. Heroin cost £i 0 o per ounce 
before the Japanese occupation, so that no one but a million¬ 
aire, if there were such witlc.ss millionaires, could tise it; the 
Japanese now distribute it at an easy price, so that according 
to Dr. Scarle Bates, the vice-president of the University of 
Nanking, about jifly thousatid people in Nanking—one-eighth 
of the population—have become heroin addicts, including 
women atid children. Jajxincsc motive is double: licroin 
debauches the population, tincl at the same time, no matter 
how cheaply k is sold, produces handsome revenue. 

All Octet of Critics 

I asked eight representative Chinc.se recently what China 
needed most. The eight answers; 

1. Men of character. 

а. Greater industrialisation; agi'artan reform to produce 
more wealth, 

3. Honesty. Abolition of squeeze and Face. 

• 4. More technicians, more engineers. 

5, End of the old shiftlessness, defeaLism, passivity. 

б. Artillery. 

7. More men like Chiang Kai-shek and T. V. Soong, 

8. Abolition of the Japanese. 
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GENERALISSIMO CIIIANG KAI-SHEK 


‘If wc perspire more in times of peace, we will bleed loss in times of war.’ 

—Generalissimo Ciiiang Kai-siiek. 

C HIANG Kai-.siif.k, tlic inronspicuous son of a village mer¬ 
chant, who became leader of China’s 50,000,000 people, 
is commandcr-in-chicE of array, navy, and air force, President 
of the Supreme War Council and the National Military Coun¬ 
cil, President of the National Aviation Commission, and 
Director-General of the Kuomintang, China’s single political 
parly. He is also a psychological puzzle of considerable mag¬ 
nitude. 

Lie is the .stronge.st man China has produced for genera¬ 
tions, and a terrific disciplinarian; but the enemies he has 
forgiven—and given jobs to—are many. His dominating 
mission is to unite China, consolidate it, and indeed he has 
united it (with certain help from Japan!) more than any man 
in centuries of history—but he spent ten dreary years fighting 
civil wars against his own people. Like that of Masaryk, whom 
he doesn’t otherwise resemble, his life is shot full of paradox. 
He is a popular leader of the stature of Stalin or Mussolini— 
but he is a bad politician, the last possible alternative to 
rabble-rouser or back-slappcr. He is a strong Chinese na¬ 
tionalist—but he got much of his education in Japan. He is 
an extremely typical Chinese—^who nevertheless believes in 
Christianity and the Y.M.C.A. 

Mr. Gandhi, the Indian nationalist leader, is a politician 
who makes good use of mysticism. The Emperor of Japan is 
an imperial puppet, whose mystical characteristics are utilised 
by politicians. Chiang Kai-shek’s mysticism is of a peculiar 
kind. He has no supernatural qualities. One might almost 
call him supernormal. He does not serve a religion, as do 
Gandhi and the Emperor of Japan; he makes religion serve 
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him. Chiang Kai-shek is almost a rais.sionary, lie is certainly 
a reformer. 

In the preceding chapter T have sougiit to sketch something 
of the immense backdrop of China. Let us attempt to [)in on 
this backdrop the stubborn figure of tlic Generalissimo. 

Boundary Stone and Central Righteoiisue.ss 

He is slight, straight, wiry, with delicate features. He car¬ 
ries himself with a curious elastic grace, but stiffly. lie is 
quite tall-—five feet nine—but is rather short-legged, and likes 
to be photographed sitting down, or wearing the broad black 
cloak that is his favourite costume. He weighs 141 pounds. 
He dresses in a simple khaki uniform almost always, and likes 
big-brimmed hats. His eyes are remarkable: a very dark grey, 
deep, both piercing and luminous, and never at rest. His 
face, his speech, seem .somewhat arid, until the eyes light them 
up. He was severely injured by a fall dining the Sian kidnap¬ 
ping, but now his health is excellent. 

He rises early—at dawn usually—and works hard till night¬ 
fall. He thinks that the time between dawn and breakfast is 
the best hour of the day. After lunch he takes a brief nap, 
usually falling asleep to the tunc of a wheezy gramophone, 
His favourite record is Schubert’s Ave Maria; his friends in 
the next room know that he is asleep when the record stops. 
After tea he has half an hour for prayer or meditation. He 
goes to bed early. He likes to lie clown, and does as much of 
his work as he can on a sofa. 

He is abstemious and methodical. He does not drink of 
smoke, he avoids even coffee and tea, and for many years has 
kept a full diary. (The Emperor of Japan shares several of 
these qualities, incidentally; he too gets up at dawn, keeps a 
diary, and doesn’t drink or smoke.) Chiang’s diary, it might 
fairly be said, once saved his life; the mutineers at Sian read 
it, together with some of the Generalissimo’s letters to his wife, 
and were impressed enough to change radically their attitude 
to him.' The Generalissimo eats both Chinese and European 
food, the latter in particular when he is dieting. 

The things he likes best are poetry, mountains, and his wife. 
His idea of a really good time, if he ever has time to have a 
The precious episode of Sian is considered in Chapter XIV below. 
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good time, is to walk in liilly country on a sunny day, or to 
have a picnic lunch outdoors. His friends can make him do 
almost anything by promising him a day outdoors. When he 
walks he recites poetry. His favourite abode is Killing, in 
the mountains near Kiukiang, where he has a small cottage; 
he Iiasn’t been able to visit it since the war. His family life 
is happy, and Madame Chiang is his indispensable and beloved 
associate, but he is definitely a lonely man, a person wdio 
admires solitude. His closest foreign friend is W. H. Donald, 
the Australian newspaper man who has been his unonicial 
‘adviser’ for some years. Another good friend is an American 
missionary, Dr. George Sliephcrd. Once Shc])hcrd dared to 
tell him that his troops treated the peasants in Kiangsi worse 
than the Reds, and rebuked him. Later he and Shepherd be¬ 
came close friends. 

The Generalissimo is sensitive and sometimes stand-offish. 
He seldom sees people socially, and he never gives himself 
away. When touring the provinces he gives the proper official 
dinner to the local dignitaries, and then makes no further 
attempt to see them. He is not what you would call chummy. 
When thousands of deliriously happy Chinese sought to cele¬ 
brate the victory of Taicrchuang in March 1938, by gathering 
outside his house in Wuchang and cheering, he wanted to 
send them home without a word: his advisers had to appeal 
to him not to dear the streets. He docs not like people in 
the abstract—or even the particular. 

But when the Generali.ssimo and Madame Chiang see a 
foreign visitor, they are conspicuon.sly urbane. Madame 
Chiang receives her guests; after a brief introduction the 
Generalissimo comes in, and lea is served. Usually Chiang 
stays just half an hour; then Madame Chiang may carry the 
conversation further. She interprets for him, since his only 
foreign language is Japanese; I had the feeling, however, that 
he knew more Knglish than he admitted. The interpretation 
is so fluently expert that it is hard to determine who is speak¬ 
ing; Madame (everywhere in China .she is known simply as 
‘Madame’) knows his mind so well that there are no pauses, no 
interruptions. The Generalissimo is not a time waster. 
When I saw him he first paid a pleasant compliment to my 
wife, then asked if I would explain the ‘European situation’ 

o 
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in ‘one or two’ sentences. I did my best. He talks deliberately 
and interrupts his remarks with a queer !>nituial snap. He 
receives journalists for odicial intcrvicivs only \ery rarely; 1 
wa.s the first foreigner he had .seen for a long intciview since 
the war. When the conversation was o\'cr, he gave me a 
Chinese translation of the written (|uestions and airswens, and 
sigued it with an imposing flourislt 

On occasion the Generalissimo is closely guarded—for in¬ 
stance, he ha.s a bullet-proof limousine with windows almo.st 
an inch thick—but on that same day I had occasion to see 
that the stories were not true that he never moved without 
a strong armed guard, never showed himself among the 
people. My xvife and T, leaving his xilla, went to call on 
Dr, Kung, the prime minister, in the Hank of China building. 
The scene was (lie Hankow Ikmd; a rough analogy wmdd be 
the Thame.s emliankmcnt. There, walking along, a[tparently 
quite alone, w'as the Generalissimo, who himself had just 
visited Dr. Kung. He xvas so incons])i( nous in the crowd that 
he saw us before we saw him, and slopjicd and gTCcted us. 
Then, as he xvalkcd deliberately towards the jelty, we noticed 
that members of his bodyguard did acconqiany !iim, but .about 
twenty (eet away. Very fciv pco|ile in the crowd noticed that 
the Generalissimo xvas tlicrc. 

Tlie ollicitd licad of the corps of ]ueked troops tvho guard 
Chiang is Captain Wallhev F. N. .Stemies, a German oflicer 
with a remarkable hi.stovy. He xvas a prominent member of 
the Storm Troops before Hitler came to poxver, and once led 
a revolt against Dr, Gocbbels. Later he (iiiarrellcd xvith 
Hitler, spent some time in prison, and eventnally came to 
China. He is a splendid ofliccr. ’^I’he Gemn'ulissimo’s pcT- 
sonal pilot for his .surviving private plane—a Douglas DC3 
—is an Ameriean, Royal Leonard. Formerly T.conard xvas 
pilot to the Young Manshal Chang Flsneh-liang, xvho kid¬ 
napped the Generalissimo at Sian. The Generalissimo lovc.s 
to fly. 

The Generalissimo’s name is a soui'ce of much confusion. 
His family name was Chiang, and as a boy he xvas called 
‘Jui-tai’; Chinese children arc usually given a temporary 
name, so that when they grow up tlicy can change it if they 
wish—a pleasant convention! Reaching adolescence, Chiang 
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decided ihaL the name he wanted was ‘Kai-shek’, wliich means 
‘boundary stone’, an interesting choice psychologically in that 
it foiecasts the idea of a fixed frontier. But the Chinese icleo- 
giaphs for ‘Kai-shek’ may be Latinised in two diflcrent ways: 
the Mandarins would say ‘Chieh-shih’, the Cantonese say 
‘Kai-shek’. In some books the Generalissimo is called 'Chiang 
Chieh-shih’; many people in China still pronounce his name 
thus. The approximately correct pronunciation ol Chiang 
Kai-shek is, incidentally, ‘jiahng Gai-shek’. 

When he became prominent, bo adopted, as most Chinese 
do, quite another name, his ‘olfitiar name. Thi.s is Chiang 
Chung-cheng, which means, according to one translation, ‘cen¬ 
tral righteousnes,s’; note that he retained his original family 
name, which not all Chinese do. His adoption of the word 
‘central’ is an obvious clue to his character. In olTicial procla¬ 
mations, in signing government papers, even in reference 
books, his name is given as ‘Chiang Chung-cheng’. 

In conversation, he is officially addrc.s.sed as Weiymc}ia 7 ig 
(Mr. President), or Churigszeling (Generalissimo). In the 
party, according to Madame Chiang, he is called 'Mr. Chiang’; 
some old soldiers call him ‘Mr. Principal’. A considerable 
source of power has been the group of officers whom he trained 
at the Whampoa Academy, a closely knit clique which was 
the nucleus of his army. Sometimes he is called ‘Lao (old) 
Chiang’, an allectionate diminutive. Madame as a rule calls 
him ‘Kai’; Donald, who cannot take time to pronounce all of 
Generalissimo, says ‘Jissimo’. 

Chiang has several times been chairman of the Executive 
Yuan, that is, prime minister of the Chinese Government, 
though he is not prime minister at present; for a lime he was 
‘president’ of China, that is, official head of the Chinese state, 
but he does not hold this post now. His main job, like the 
main bent of his mind, has always been military; since 192G 
he has been commander-in-chief of the armed forces, and head 
of various military bureaus and commissions, except during 
brief intervals. In March 1938, he became general director 
(Tsungtsai) of the Kuoraintang party, a post previously held 
only by the founder of the party, Dr. Sun Yat-sen. This step 
had importance beyond its prestige value, since for the 
first time Chiang became parly as well as military and 
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go\crnniental leader. The IsLuoiiiinLang, in oilier wouls, 
merged with the .state. 

Chiang has no hobhic.s, no relaxations, except reading. He 
plays no games, but he likes to lead, especially the Ciiincse 
classics. His favourite pas.sagc from Coniucius—note the ten¬ 
dency to ‘uplift’—is the following; 

In order to propagate virtue to the world, one must fust rale 
one’s country, 

In order to rule the comitiy, one must fust rule one’.s family. 

In order to rule the family, one must first regulate one’s body 
by moral training. 

In order to regulate the body, one must first regulate one’s mind. 

In order to regulate the mind, one must first be sincere in one’s 
intentions, 

In order to be sincere in intentions, one must first increase one’s 
knowledge. 

—(Qjuotcd in Plollington K. Tong’s official biography, p. 6oG.) 

Among character traits of the Generalissimo one must men¬ 
tion first, and above all, his stubbornness, his tenacity. This 
delicately featured Cluue.sc .soldier is a bulldog. He has no 
tact. Anyone who bus read his diary describing lltc Sian kid¬ 
napping knows tvhat I mean, lie dug himself in, emotion¬ 
ally, physically, morally, and never budged—and kept begging 
his captors to kill him! 

There is cruelty in his character, and the ruthlessncss of his 
war against the communists is well known. Thousands of 
people were executed, many of them for no crime except that 
they disagreed with him. 

He has a kind of inflexible inner egoism, an egoism so enor¬ 
mous that it becomes almost ijupersoual. For instance, he 
gravely noLed in his Sian diary tliat Shao, the civil governor, 
advised him to be more 'lenient’ in Ids next conversation with 
the Young Marshal, his captor! Chiang talked to tlie Young 
Marshal with complete unmitigated confidence, and never 
glossed over his contempt for those who had captured him. 

He is shrewd, suspicious, calculating, ancl not above the use 
of guile. On the other hand, both his physical and moral 
courage are indisputable. He has proved more than once that 
he has no fear of death. 

Another quality which is a source of power is his peculiar 
concept of responsibility to the nation. Continually he 
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emphasises the factoi' of discipline, and the necessity for those 
above to be responsible for the behaviour of their inferiors. 
It is characteristic that, at Sian, he ‘assumed responsibility’ for 
the mutineers who kidnapped him. 

He makes wonderful use of enemies. He has a knack of 
making them work for him. He resents hotly any aspersion 
on the characters of his a.ssociaLes, even if they attempt to 
betray him; he forgives—and doesn’t forget. This is caused 
not merely by loyalty or by calculation that the enemy, in the 
unstable condition of China, may turn out to be useful, but 
by a curious moral attitude; Chiang feels that he knows him¬ 
self to be right, and is willing to wait until the others see their 
errors, admit that he is right, and come to him repentant. He 
likes to have everyone, even those whom he dislikes, dependent 
on him. He is so sure of himself that, in time, he is convinced 
that he can convert anybody, or that the power of events will 
effect conversion. Thus the extraordinary succession of war¬ 
lords and such who, after revolts, have been pardoned, paid 
soundly, and sent abroad to ‘recuperate their health'.‘ 

He has a distinct tendency to jealousy. No single officer was 
an outstanding hero during the 1937 defence of Shanghai; and 
for a rea.son. Chiang remembered that in the fighting in 1932 
the world’s homage and admiration went to the commander of 
the ipfh Route Army, General Tsai Ting-kai. Chiang didn’t 
like this—especially since he himself had not fought. When 
war came again he saw to it that no single officer was too con¬ 
spicuous. 

Another characteristic is his almost illimitable, dogged 

’ For instance, in 1935 the Kwantung warlord Chen Chai-tang led a 
revolt against him. Chen started a ‘punitive expedition’ against Chiang, 
which, however, fizzled out, because the warlord’s private air force flew 
over to the central government. Chen took refuge in the foreign settlement 
in Canton, and a British gunboat spirited him to I-Iong Kong. Wiiat did 
Chiang do? He began negotiations, not to punish this obvious insurrec¬ 
tionist, but to see that he had a pleasant trip abroad. Chiang knew that he 
was rich. And, when the war with Japan began, he got some millions of 
dollars out of him for the national exchequer. This episode, however, was 
not without its unfortunate results. As part of the deal whereby Chen was 
not punished, Chiang agreed to appoint as militaiy governor in Canton a 
general known as Yu Han-raou. This somewhat inefficient gentleman, to 
whom otherwise Chiang would never have given the post, was partly 
responsible for the subsequent fall of Canton to the Japanese. 
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paueiice. He develops slowly. Early in 1934 he delivered 
three lectures to the Ofiicers Scliool at Kuling wliich to-day 
make amazing reading—such amazing reading, in lact, that 
unl'riendly critics have hinted that they might be bogus. 'Ehc 
lecLure.s, secict and confidential at the time they were deli¬ 
vered, have now been published. At the time tlicy were deli¬ 
vered Chiang was .submi.ssivcly bowing to Japanese attack.s and 
demands. He lost Manchuria; he lost Jchol; he saw the 
Japanese enlrentii thenrsehes in North China; he saw Inner 
Mongolia threatened; yet for years he stood aloof, made no 
resistance, said nothing against the Japaitcse, and, indeed, 
punished Chinese who did. Scveial of hi.s best officers, appalled 
at what they called his wreakness, his pro-Japanese policy, Hared 
up in civil wars. Still Chiang did notliing. "i heu the war of 
1937 came. Chiang fought. But the lectures prove that even 
in 1934 passionately telling his best officers in confi¬ 

dence that e\'cntnally they must fight Japan; lie cited Jajian 
as the flagrant and inevitable enemy; he implored them to pre¬ 
pare themselves for the fight that was bound to come; he tuned 
his whole mind to one pitch—the implacahle net'C’,ssity of win¬ 
ning it. Plow may this apparent paradox be ex])lained ? Only 
by assuming that Chiang knew that, in the early thirtic.s, suc¬ 
cessful Chinese resistance was impossible; that at all costs the 
Chinese must do everything possible to apjiease atid mollify 
the Japanese until tlicy were ready, and had some chance of 
fighting a succc.ssful war; that at all co.sts, at the risk of any 
indignity, the Chinese must buy off Japtinesc attack until the 
last, tlic final, the uttermost minute, at wliich time they might 
have a chance to win. 

The lectures show great gTasp of history, slivewd under¬ 
standing of both Japan and China, and an intense Chinese 
patriotism. Chiang has done very little writing for publica¬ 
tion; these lectures are a state paper of consideralilc signifi¬ 
cance. 

Chiang’s sense of humour may be described as occasional. 
He does not laugh much. Once in Sian, at a moment of ter¬ 
rible tension, W- H. Donald wliippcd a pack of cards from his 
pocket, and said to the Generalissimo, ‘Let’s play casinol’ 
(Occasionally Donald and Madame play casino or rummy for 
golf balls.) The Generalissimo was so stunned that he burst 
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into incredulous laughter. Once he and Donald were motor¬ 
ing in Chekiang. Donald exploded, ‘Good heavens, some 
damned fool has taken down the English road signs!’ He was 
surprised then to hear Ghiang chuckling with mirth. It had 
been he who had ordered the English signs to be removed. 
The Generalissimo likes to collect Scotch jokes, which he tells 
‘on’ Donald. 

The humour is bitter sometimes. Once Donald said, ‘What 
you’ve got to do is shoot all the crooks and traitors in China.’ 

The Generalissimo sighed, ‘Unfortunately there is not 
ammunition enough.’ 

Attitude to Money 

The Generalissimo’.s salary is .| 1,000 (Chinese) per month. 
His private fortune is not believed to be great, though he made 
money freely in his early Shanghai days; the fortune of the 
Soong family into which he married is quite another matter; 
the Soongs are among the richest folk in China. The General 
and Madame do not need much money, and do not have to 
spend mucli. They do not live like coolies, but their tastes 
are frugal. 

Chiang has a house in his native village Chikow, and a cot¬ 
tage in the mountain.s near Fenghua. His residence in the 
French Concession in Shanghai is unostentatious. The lodge 
at Killing, which he likes best, he rents from missionaries. The 
government built an official residence for the head of state at 
Nanking, a kind of White House, but the Generalissimo and 
Madame lived instead in a small bungalow borrowed from 
the military academy near by. 

The Chinese are not prone to flamboyant demonstration of 
wealth. The best houses have, as a rule, tawdry exteriors; 
which is a form of protective coloration. A high official in 
Nanking bought a cream-coloured limousine just before the 
war; hurriedly he painted it over—^black—when kidnappers 
became interested. . . , On the other hand, the Chinese, sen¬ 
sible people, realise that .successful generals must have private 
fortunes, because otherwise they could not pay their troops. 

I Money has always been a vital adjunct to political power—• 
^ which, for that matter, it is in most other countries. 
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Chiang makes shrewd use of money. Early in the war he 
invented a system of wound bounties unique in military 
annals; he paid bonuses for wounds. Every piivale soldier 
wounded in action in China gets .fio (Chinese) per wound, 
which is solider satisfaction to the realistic Chinese than a 
stripe on the sleeve. OfTiccrs get .figo to $r,o, and generals 
■Itoo. The success of this system was immediate. 

Attitude Toiuards Religion 

‘There is Methodism in his madness.’ 

—Frances Gunther. 

On October 23, 1930, Chiang Kai-shek was baptised into the 
Christian Church. The Rev. 2 . T. Kuang, a Metliodist minis¬ 
ter in Shanghai performed the ceremony, which took place in 
the Soong family home. All the Soongs arc strong Christians, 
and it was largely the influence of his wife that led to his 
conversion. Indeed, when the Generalissimo was courting 
Madame, his suit was rejected at first, because he was not a 
Christian. Old Mme Soong demanded that he adopt Chris¬ 
tianity; the General, stubborn as always, said that she would 
think le.ss of him if he assumed a new religion merely to make 
marriage possible. She was impressed by this; then he prom¬ 
ised that if the marriage took place, he would study Christian¬ 
ity seriously for a long period and become a convert if he came 
to believe in it. 

His turning Christian is not quite so sensational as it sounds. 
It has been .said that an analogy would be for President 
Roosevelt .suddenly to become a Buddhist, or Hitler a jew; this 
is not quite correct because the Chinese care little for religious 
stratifications, as we have seen. 

The Generalissimo is as.serted to be a devout and even 
ardent believer in Christianity. He and Madame pray daily, 
the first thing every morning; they say grace before all meals, 
and observe Sunday fairly strictly. In Ins speeches Chiang 
talks inces-santly about Chri.st; he chose ‘Why We Believe in 
Jesus’ as the text for an import ant radio address in 1938. When 
he v;as kidnapped at Sian, he delivered himself into the arms 
of the Lord, and prayed for strength from Jesus; -when Madame 
arrived to rescue him, his first impulse was to quote Scripture: 
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‘Jehovah will now do a new thing, and that is, He will make 
a woman protect a man.'' 

Nevertheless, the Generalissimo still reveres his ancestors, 
like all good Chinese. This raises a nice theological point, 
because strictly speaking it would not appear that an orthodox 
Christian, who must believe in hellfirc and salvation, can also 
believe that his ancestors survive as physical entities, to be 
worshipped and adored. Chinese ancestor worship has no 
place for hell, purgatory, or a sense of sin, which is one reason 
why the Chinese are the pleasant people that they are. 

Schoolmaster Dictator 

Every Monday morning in Elankow, or wherever Chiang’s 
government happens to be, occiu's a remarkable ceremony. 
It gives sharp insight into his character. 

About six hundred men hop oil the Yangtze ferry, walk 
briskly to a hall near his headquarters, file into the big build¬ 
ing, and wait. They do not have to wait long. The Generalis¬ 
simo is punctual. He arrives, mounts the platform. The 
military band plays a march, and the audience comes to atten¬ 
tion. 

The music stops, then everyone in the hall uncovers and 
bows three times to a portrait of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the founder 
of the Chinese republic. One—two—three. The bows are 
made with precision and dclat. Officers ]:)ut caps on again. 
The Generalissimo then reads the testament of Dr. Sun Yat- 
sen, uttering it a sentence at a time, which the audience repeats. 
It is exactly like a prayer meeting and the reading of the 
gospels. 

The Generalissimo asks silent meditation for three minutes 
and then delivers a lecture which lasts at least an hour', and 
may last two hours or longer. He discusses the military situa¬ 
tion, exhorts his officers and civilian ministers to fur ther efforts, 
scolds slackers, points out abuses, and issues moral injunctions. 
One recent lecture developed the theme that not only must 
soldiers be trained to make good officers; good officers, on their 

Chinese version of Jeremiah XXXI, sa, quoted in Madame’s 
Sian diary, p. 94. Thi.s is published in America a.s General Chiang 
Kai-ihek, by General and Madame Chiang Kai-shch. 
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side, must learn to be good soldiers. During the entire per¬ 
formance, the audience—wliidi iuelude.s everyone of con.se- 
qucnce in the govcrmncnl, even cabinet mini.sler.s—nm.st 
remain standing. When it is over, the Generalissimo does not 
say thank you, or au revoir, but sinn)ly a single abrupt word: 
‘Completedl’ 

Life Story of'Hiu' Goicrali.sshno 

‘No nation can ruin us, unless we first ruin our.selvcs.’ 

-CniANG Kai-shuk. 

Chiang was born in the village of Chikow, in the seaside di.s- 
trict of Fenghua, Chekiang [trox ince, in 1887. The itihabitanUs 
are mainly lishcrfolk, traders, and the like, who for generations 
have been exposed to foreign influence: it i.s not impossible 
that, far back, his ancc.stors may luu c had admixtures of Portu¬ 
guese or Arab blood. He was certainly not of ;i rich family, 
but he was never desperately poor. His mother, like the 
mothers of Hitler, Stalin, and FCainal Ataturk, ajqjears to have 
been a rctiiarkahle woittan; of his father, who died when he 
was a child, little is rccftrclcd. His father mat ried three times, 
and had five children; Chiang was the eldest soir by the third 
wife. The family slaved to send him to school, whore his 
record was not brilliant. In 1907 he cut off his (lueue—symbol 
that he intended to be ‘modern’. 

He went to Japan when he was about nineteen to become an 
officer. He was not allowed, however, to enter a Japanese 
military .school without recommendation, from the Manchu 
(Chinese) Government; so he returned to China, and studied 
at the Paoting Military Academy near Peking. Then he went 
to.Japan again, and entered the Military Stall College. He 
actually served several years in the Japanese army; which is as 
if, say, some great French revolutionist had been an olliccr 
in the Germair army, after a thorough German training. Rut 
also in Japan he encountered an influence destined to alter 
the course of his life. He met someone much more import.ant 
than any Japanese officer. He met Dr. Sun Yat-sen. 

This was in 1909, when he was twenty-two. Dr. Sun Yat-sen 
was in exile. Promptly young Chiang became infected with 
Chinese natiotralism. He stayed in Japan two more years, 
but he joined the Tungmenghui, a .secret society of patriotic 
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Chinese which was the forerunner of the Kuomintang. When,' 
in 1911, the Manchu regime was overthrown in Peking and 
the Chinese republic was born, Chiang set sail for China to 
join the revolution, thougli this meant technical desertion- 
from the japanesc army.' It is recorded that punctiliously he 
sent back his sword and uniform—by mail! 

For five years, loughly from igii to 1916, Chiang fought 
in the variety of minor civil wars and insurrections that im¬ 
plemented the revolution. Once his regiment saved Dr. Sun’s 
life; he became known a.s an ofliccr of integrity and vision. 
He was one of Sun’s best siibordinafe.s, but in 1917 he quit 
the army suddenly to go into business. This may have been 
foresight. He was roughly in the position of a young Ameri¬ 
can who decides to enter politics; he knew that for a successful 
political career he had to have money—a lot of money—first. 
He set out to earn if. First he ivorkcd as a clerk in a brokerage 
house. His personality must have been strongly marked, be¬ 
cause he was successively ‘adopted’ by two rich and influential 
men, who became his patrons. One was Chen Chi-mci, who 
brought him into an underground secret society, devoted to 
Chinese nationalism among other things, and who was later 
assassinated; the other wa.s Chang Cliin-kiang, a wealthy mer¬ 
chant who lielped him win his fortune. 

By igai, Chiang was bu.sy with military affairs and politics 
again; i.e., he was a revolutionist. On one occasion he spent 
fifty-six days aboard a warship, in steady conference with Sun 
Yat-sen; in igsg, Sun sent him to Moscow, where he spent six 
months as a liaison officer; this was the first period of Russian 
association with the Chinese national revolution. In Moscow 
he saw Trotsky among others. His official biography takes 
note of a bit of advice given him by Trol.sky: ‘Patience 
and activity are the two essential factors for a revolutionary 
party, and the one complements the other.' The ne.xt year 
Chiang, returning to China, became first principal of the 

^ But he returned to Japan at least twice in the next few years. It 
should be remembered that in those days most Chinese students, 
intellectuals, and revolutionaries went often to Japan. The Japanese 
had won the war witli Russia and the Chinese, forgetting their ancient 
enmity and the Sino-Japanese war of 1895 considered Japan the saviour 
of Asia from western domination. 
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newly organised Whanijioa ^fililary Academy in Canton. 
Among his advisers was the Rmssian Marslial Bluechcr. By 
1925 Chiang wa.s chairman of tiic standing committee of the 
Kuomintang, and when Dr. Sun Yat-sen died, he a.ssumed 
office as commander-in-chief of the nationalist army. 

He ha.s ahvays been sim|dc in manner and approach. Lewis 
Gannett, for instance, records his meeting with him in 192G: 

When I went to see Gliiaiig Kai-shek in Clanton I presented 
my card at the door ol' an Lnconsplcnons two story modern 
dwelling-house; the boy studied it and .sihaitly pointed up¬ 
stairs. At the top of the stairs I met a pleasaut-looking young 
man in an ohicer’s uniform without distinguishing nuirks of 
rank. 

‘Where Chiang Kai-shek?’ I a.skecl in simplified English. 

‘Yes, Chiang Kai-shek,’ the young man replied. 

‘Where, where, Chiang Kai-shek?’ I repcaterl, puzzled. 

The young man pointed to a l)cdrooiri; 1 entered and sat 
down. A moment later Chen 'J’sii-yen, a former Lehigh 
University student, came in and explained that the plea.sant 
young officer was the cornmander-in-chief himself. 'J'he bare 
bedroom was his; it was also his workroom. . . . The general 
ate nothing, and instead of tea he sipped liot water. 

—{Young China, published by Hie Nation, New York, p.28.) 

At this time he told Gaunclt that he tvould conquer and 
unify all China, which then seemed an uticrly impossible 
I dream; he said too that he would cancel the unequal treaties 
I (with foreign powcr.s) and ‘set China free’. He slated, ‘It will 
not be dillicult; in one, two, at most three years, it will be 
done.’ But a good many things happened to deflect Chiang 
from this course, including one of the biggest turnabouts in 
modern history. Chiang may have unified China—but not 
in the way he then anticipated. And he certainly didn’t kick 
the foreign powers out. 

Dr. Sun did not directly hand the succession to Chiang 
Kai-,shek, who was merely one of a triumvirate. Dr. Sun’s 
idea was that he should be military leader of the revolution, 
while the left-wing patriot Wang Chiug-wei was political 
leader. Dr. Sun liked Chiang because he stood midway be¬ 
tween Wang, on the left, and the third member of the trium¬ 
virate, Hu Han-min, on the right. But presently Hu died, 
and gradually, with many ups and downs, Chiang manoeuvred 
Wang (who fled China in 1938) to second place. 
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In 1926 began Chiang’s most ama/nng exploit, and one of 
tlie most amazing ever performed by anyone anywhere. He 
set out on the gigantic, the illimitable, task of unifying China , 
by military conquest. At this time, it should be recalled, the 
Kuomintang held power only in the exireme south; thes 
nationalists were considered in Shanghai to be little more 
than a gang of undi.sciplined Reds; Chiang Kai-shek ivas 
thought of as an ob,scare ‘BolsJievik’, as Dr. Sun had been dis¬ 
missed as an impractical visionary. It is quite true that many 
forces helped Chiang in the campaigns that then electrified, 
the world. The country was sagging with corruption and 
decay. Rival warlords were eliminating each other endlessly. 
Not much still resistance was encountered. There was no 
granite Chiang had to hew through. Even so, his achievement 
was remarkable. He fought with arms; he fought with money. 
His armies (he himself was sometimes in the backgi'ound) 
captured Wuchang in October 1926; Hangchow in February 
1927; Shanghai and Nanking in March 1927; Peking in July 
1928. This campaign is one of the seminal facts of modern 
history. Chiang made China, which was a continent, into a 
country—at least for the time being. 

Then, a most exti'aordinary event, having consolidated j 
China into what might have been a permanent modern entity, ^ 
he disrupted it. Having won his fight, he lost it. Having ( 
gained victoi'y, he all but threw it away. Ten weai'y years of i. 
civil war began. Why? 

At this point we must pause briefly and perform a task that 
will have to be done often in this book; viz., inspect back¬ 
ground. 

Dr. Sun, who was one of the greatest men of the modern 
age, but who died’ before his work was finished, was a prophet. , 
He was not a man of action. His vision, however, was tremen¬ 
dous; his creation of the Kuomintang (literally, Kuomintang > 
means ‘National People’s Party’) as a modern instrument of I 
revolution in decadent and medieval China, has historical ’ | 
rank with, one might say, the invention of Islam by Moham- \ 
med. (Indeed, Chiang could be said to be a sort of Caliph ) 


‘ Of cancer, in Peking, March 1925. 
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Omar to Sun Yat-scu’s Molianuncd.) Let as compress Dr. 
Sim’s life into a para,£>rapli. 

He was bora a [joor boy near Macao, in Soutli China, in 
1S67. He became a convert to Christianity, and in 1894 was 
the first doctor of medicine to be graduated from the new 
medical school in Hong Kong. As a revolutionist he spent 
twenty years in and out of China, creating l!ic Kuomintang. 
Once he eras kidnap[)cd by Afamliu agcnl.s on the .streets of 
London, and for a lime there was a price ol £100,000 on his 
head. lake Masaryk, he was not in his own country when 
finally the revolution occurred; he returned from Lngland in 
1913 to become provisional |>re.sidcnl of tiie first Chinese 
refntblic, a.s Masaryk returned to Prague from ^V'^aslnng■lon. 

The Chinese, who are not a mystical people, come as near to 
revering- Dr. Sun as to revering anybody, except perhaps Con¬ 
fucius. (They do not revere Chiang; they rcs[)cct and fear 
him rather; perliajis tircy may get to tlie point of reverence 
when he dies.) Dr. Sun’s tomb is a national memorial; every¬ 
where in Cliina parks and streets are c'alled by his familiar 
name, Chung Shan. When he was dropped from 11 '/to’s Who 
in China, after his dctith, so many protests came to the editor, 
Mr. J, B. Powell, that his name had to be reinserted; he is 
the only dead man in the Chiue.se JVIio’i Who. His widow, 
Mine Sun, a sister of Mmc Chiang Kai-shek's (Dr. Sun and 
Chiang tvere posthumous brothers-in-law), is still a strong- 
moral force in Chinese affairs. 

In 1921, Dr. Sun annoimccd his Three Print-i])les, which in 
theory at least arc still determining motit'cs of Chinese poli¬ 
tical action. They arc (1) Nationalism, (2) Democracy, (3) 
People’s Livelihood. By this the eminent doctor meant that 
China must, by abrogating- the foreign conce.ssions and extra¬ 
territoriality, achieve proper national unity and iniegration; 
that the counuy must be prepared for self-government through 
the establishment of democratic principles, with free elections 
to a national legislature; and that livelihood must be assured 
the starving- millions by social reform, economic advance, and 
the redistribution of wealth. The gigantic nature of Dr. Sun’s 
task may be gathered from the fact that, until he invetitecl it, 
no word for democracy existed in the Chinese language. Dr. 
Sun said that the revolution should be accomplished in three 


» 
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stages, first of military consolidation, then of political tutelage, 
finally of constitutional development. The constitutional 
period was to have begun with elections for the first Chinese 
legislalure in November 1937—but war tvith Japan came in¬ 
stead. Sun knew fully what a modern China needed. He 
said (as Lenin in Russia talked about electrification) that 
China could never be strong until, first, it had 100,000 miles 
of railways, then 1,000,000 miles of roads. 

In 1921, Dr. Sun needed help—badly. The western porvers 
would have nothing to do with his struggling revolution— 
which, indeed, they oppo.sed bitterly. The British, the French, 
■were not too friendlily disposed to a national movement which 
might end their own privileges. They didn’t want China 
strong; they didn’t want China united. Dr. Sun turned to the 
U.S.S.R. He sent Chiang to Moscow, and made an entente 
tvith the first Soviet emissary to nationalist China, Adolf joffe. 
Sun and Jofle hammered out a vitally important agreement, 
which should be quoted in full; 

‘Dr. Sun holds that the communistic order or even the Soviet 
system cannot actually be introduced into China, because there 
do not exist here the conditions for successful e.stablishment of 
either communism or sovietism. I'his view is entirely shared 
by Mr. JolTe, who is further of the opinion that China's para¬ 
mount and most pressing problem is to achieve unity and attain 
full national independence, and regarding the great task he has 
assured Dr. Sun that China has the v'armest sympathy of the 
Russian people.’ 

Russian political advisers then came to Canton, like Michael 
Borodin; Russian influence in the Kuomintang spread, 
though the Kuomintang never was, it is important to state, a 
communist organisation. When, in 1927, Chiang captured 
Hankow, a government inOuenced by Borodin and the com¬ 
munists was established, though it was never a ‘communist’ 
government. ^But a Cliinese variety of communism, which 
was largely a programme of agrarian reform, surged through 
the left wing of the Kuomintang, inflaming anti irradiating 
the landless peasants. It was perhaps inevitable that the Kno- 
mintang should split. The right wing, thinking mostly of 
Dr. Sun’s first principle, nationalism, found itself moi'e and ^ 
more at variance with the left wing, which emphasised the ' 



INSIDE ASIA 


224 

third principle, social equality. The breach widened; the 
split became irremediable; and civdl war broke out. The 
leftist government in Hankow was overthrown (igs'/). Chiang 
overthrew it, and he established the ‘National’ government 
in Nanking. 

Chiang went to tlic right. Why? His friend,s were dumb¬ 
founded; his family split. He seemed to be destroying wan¬ 
tonly a large part of the progi'amme of the revolution; he 
seemed to be betraying his pledges, his friends, and the 
memory of Dr. Sun. Chiang, the revolutionist, became a 
counter-revolutionary. His former as.sociates and biothcrs- 
in-arrns, who joined the left, w^ere ruthlessly hunted out and 
extirpated. A white terror of unexampled ferocity struck 
China. 

The deepest reason for this must certainly have been an 
innate conservatism in his character. He may have been a 
revolutionist; he never was a ‘radical’. I'he chief note in his 
life is the idea of the national unity of China; like so many 
modern chieftains. Hitler and Pilsndski for instance, he has 
been a prisoner all his days of one idea. So he came to feel 
that the revolution was bound to be destroyed unless he could 
make it respectable, i.e., get the support of tlie powerful busi¬ 
ness and foreign interests in Shanghai and the Yaiigt/c valley. 
He went to Shangliai, bowed to the bankers and iittcrnational 
concessionaires (whom he had threatened to throw out), and 
became their man. They gave him money; and he promised 
to trounce the Reds. 

Later his anti Red campaigns served several important 
corollary purposes. For one thing, so long as he. was lighting 
communism himself, he removed a jirctext for Japanese inter¬ 
ference with China, since the Japanese themselves wanted to! 
‘save’ China from communism. Again, his long pursuit of the 
Reds gave him an excuse to put his national army in many! 
Chinese provinces which otherwise he could not easily have^ 
invaded. Again, it gave actual combat training to his troops. 
Finally, the Red heresy gave him sometliing concrete to attack 
persistently: an item useful to a nationalist dictator. The Reds 
were Chiang Kai-shek’s Jews. 

The left-wingers and communists, after various adventures 
and escapes, withdrew to Kiangsi province, where the first 
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Chinese Soviets were set up. Chiang’s ten-year scries of ‘paci¬ 
fication campaigns’ were unsuccessful. He tried literally to 
bleed China ‘white’; he didn’t quite do it. The communists 
never succumbed, and never surrendered; presently we shall 
describe their Long Rfarch, their government in Shensi pro¬ 
vince, and the extraordinary personalities, like Mao Tse-tung 
and Chu Teh, who led them. Finally came the kidnapping in 
Sian and as a result a volte-face as astonishing on Chiang Kai- 
shek’s part as the first one. The communists had Chiang at 
their mercy, he who had had so many of their men murdered; 
and they let him go. The reconciliation ivas as remarkable as 
the original split: Chiang made a United Front W'ith these 
‘enemies’, which is as if Stalin resurrected and gave jobs to all 
the Trotskyists, after having been kidnapped and then released 
by Mr. Trotsky. After terrible dilemmas, terrible delays, a 
new chapter in Chinese history began. 

Chiang spent most of his time from 1927 to 1937 Red hunt¬ 
ing. But other things did happen. He was continually resign¬ 
ing his job, getting reappointed, and taking on new spheres 
in administration. He organised a semi-secret group knowm 
as the Blue Shirts, which became his Gestapo. There were 
various complicated civil wars quite aside from the major motif 
of the Red civil war, for instance the Fukien rebellion of the 
19th Route Army in 1933, and the northern war against the 
old waidords, Feng Yu-hsiang and Yen Hsi-shan, in 1930. (This 
was a real civil .war, even though warlords of the traditional 
variety were involved; people actually got killed.) In 1936, he 
faced a serious revolt of the powerful Kwangsi generals, Li 
Tsung-jen and Pai Chung-hsi, who resented his apparent 
acquiescence to the aggression of Japan; a Southwestern Poli¬ 
tical Council was set up virtually independent of Nanking.' 

Though these military preoccupations were recurrent and 
severe, Chiang did manage to cultivate other fields. His 

* The Kwangsi generals were annoyed with Chiang for a number of 
reasons. One was opium. Kwangsi province collected a transport lax on 
opium delivered from Yunnan to the Generali-ssimo’s control bureau. To 
discipline the rebellious Kwangsi generals, Chiang diverted this transport 
tax, thus .seriously reducing their revenue. Later these generals became his 
best allies in the struggle with Japan. 

P 
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accomplishments in ten years were considerable. He (ravelled 
by air over almo.st all ol CIbiiia,' and at one time no fewer than 
twenty-two provinces were loyal (that is, paying taxes) to him, 
a record no other recent Chinese rider has appioachcd. He 
hired competent foreign advisers; Profc.ssor Kemmcrer of 
Princeton and Sir Frederick I.eith Ross put his enrrenry in 
order; he outlined a ,s])lendid capital at Nanking, lie built 
roads, and co-operated in famine relief. l ie made a Ireginning 
towards control of the opium (raflic, and at Maclaine’s inspiia- 
tion inaugurated (he curious experiment in manners and 
sanitation known as the ‘New Idle Movement’. ITc created 
a national army, something unknown before, ‘and made sol¬ 
diering respectable’. Above all, he gave (he country a modern 
political sense, and the bulwark of a national spirit. 

He was too successful. So at least the Japane.se thought. He 
went too far. So they attacked. 

Family Affairs 

When he was fifteen Chiang married the daughter of a 
neighbour, a Miss Mao of Fenghua. The marriage, arranged 
by his family, was terminated by divorce in 1921. 'Phis 
Madame Chiang lived in Stichow until the war, and then 
moved back to the home of her parents; she is believed to be 
an old-style Chinese, wdih bound feet. "I’hc Generalissimo 
never secs her these days, though he continues to sujiport her 
dutifully. She bore him one son, Chiang-kuo, now about 
thirty. 

After his divorce the Gcncrali.ssimo met Mei-ling Soong in 
Canton and fell madly, desperately in lot'e with her. For some 
years he pursued her with stubborn determination, but she 
rejected his advances, on the grounds that .she was ‘not inter¬ 
ested’; her family strongly disapproved of the match. But he 
was persistent. He inierruptccl the war; he interrupted the 

^One of his biggest tours started almost by accideril. In 1934, the 
Generalissimo was in Loyang. Donald meritlonf;d that he could visit Sian, 
the ancient capital of China, by travelling another three hours. Chiang 
had never been there, and was overwhelmed by the warmth of welcome he 
received. Donald then suggested going on to Langchow, the ca]iital of 
Kan^u, which was risky and remote terra incognita. Chiang agreed. They 
proceeded in this wise, visiting almost all of the west of China. 
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revolution; he rushed back and forth between Canton, Hankow 
and Shanghai; he was a man possessed. 

In 1937, Madame Kung, elder sister to Mci-ling, summoned 
a small group of newspaper men. They were surprised to find 
the Generalissimo there. She introduced him, and said, ‘The 
General is going to marry my little sister.’ Commotion and 
surprise. The marriage took place on December i, 1937. First 
came a private religious ceremony in the Soong home, per¬ 
formed by a secretary of the Chinese Y.M.C.A., and then an 
imposing public celebration in the Majestic Hotel, to which 
more than a thousand guests were invited, and on tvhich, it is 
reported, the General spent £10,000. Flags were draped over 
a portrait of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, and the political implications 
of the union were emphasised. Immediately after the cere¬ 
mony Chiang said, ‘After our wedding the work of the revolu¬ 
tion xvill make greater [progress, because henceforth I can bear 
the tremendous responsibility of the revolution with peace at 
heart.’ 

The Generalissimo is said to be as much in love with 
Madame to-day as in the clays he courted her. She is part of 
his blood; his indispensable friend, companion, and adviser. 
They have no chilclren. His last message to her from Sian, 
xvdien he thought he would die the next day, xvas, however, 
couched rather impersonally: 

‘A.s I have made up my mind to sacrifice my life, if necessary, for 
my country, please do not worry about me. I will never allow 
myself to do anything to make my wife ashamed of me or 
become unworthy of being a follower of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. 
Since I was born for the Revolution I wall gladly die for the same 
cause. I will return my body unspotted to my parents. As to 
home affairs, I have nothing to say furtiier than that I wish you 
would, to gladden my spirit, regard my two sons as your own,’ 
•—(Quoted in Madame’s account of the Sian Kidnapping, 
General Chiang Kai-shek, p. 156,) 

The son by the first wife, Ching-kuo, was estranged from 
his father for a decade. A pronounced communist, he went 
to Russia xvhen the civil war began, and remained there as an 
industrial engineer. On at least one occasion the Russian 
press quoted him in vitriolic denunciation of his father. But 
in i 937 > after the United Front, young Ching-kuo returned 
to China, bringing with him a Russian wife and their son, 
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RecoiiciliaLioti i'ollowcd, and Chiug-kuo got Llic important job 
of Pacilication Commissioner in Kiangsi province, where he 
is a liaison olhcer t.o the corninunisL army. 

Chiang’s otlier son, known as Wei-kn, was ado[)ted. Ilis 
father, a ICnoniintang politician, asked the Generalissimo to 
take care ol him as if he were his own child. Wei-kn is said 
to be partly Japanese on his mother’s side, lie is about twenty, 
and is at present in Germany, where he was a student at the 
University of Berlin and a cadet in an officers’ training school. 

For Madame Chiang herself—and the remarkable lamily to 
which she belongs—we must await the next chapter. 

Unity and Poiuer 

I have sketched several of the .sources of Chiang Kai-shek’s 
power. The most important is that he has become, for good 
or ill, the symbol of Chinese unity. T’hc communists did not 
let him go because they loved him; they released him because 
they knew that he %vas indispcn.sable to tlicir cause, that no 
other man could hold the country togetlicr, give it some chance 
for a successful fight against Japan. Cliiang is the symbol, the 
personification, the cement, of Cliinesc unity and resistance 
against Japan. I'hc Ja[)anesc ktiow this very well; tiiey have 
announced that they will kill him if they ca]iture him; they 
would do almost anything, even to the point of surrenclcritig 
much territory, to get rid of him. 

Chiang is no supreme boulder across the path of history; he 
is no Lincoln, no Alexander. But jirobably he is the strongest 
Chinese individual since the third century b.c. when the Great 
Wall was built. And it is another Great Wall lie is doing 
what he can to build—a wall to keep the Japanese out, to 
permit China an authentic national development, to allow 
China to belong to the Chinese. His friends say that he is 
happier now than they have ever knotvn him, more poised, 
more confident. It is not hard to guess the reason, He is fight¬ 
ing a foreign invader, and not his own people. 



CHAPTER XII 


A SONG OF SOONGS 


‘Putting new wine into old bottles is not an easy task. ... I have often 
spent one hundred per cent of elTort to get one per cent of result,’ 

—Madame Chiano Kai-shek. 

L et us sing a song of Soongs. This extraordinary family 
rules China. It represents what is beyond doubt one of 
the most striking agglutinations of personal power in the 
world, since it includes not only the three Soong sisters, but 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, Dr. H. H. Kung (the prime 
minister of Cliina), T. V. Soong (China’s best financial mind), 
and the spirit of Sun Yat-sen. The three Soong girls make the 
Chinese republic what might almost be called a matriarchy 
or a sorority. They accomplished the complex and unprece¬ 
dented miracle of marrying a continent. 

Nothing like this has been known in history before, and 
probably nothing like it will ever happen again, though parti¬ 
cipation by women in politics is an old Chinese tradition. 
Women have been politically active in China since the Shang 
dynasty in 1550 b.c.; the last Manchu ruler, the Empress 
Dowager, was a woman. But no one has ever rivalled the 
present position of the Soongs. The origins of the family 
are ob,scure; it is doubtful if the girls know the names of 
their gi'andparcnts. Official records are contradictory even 
on the immediate backgi'ound. Who’s Who in China says that 
Madame Kung is the daughter of ‘the late Mr. and Mrs. K. T. 
Soong, well known in Chinese business circles’, but the 
biography of Madame Sun gives the father’s initials as ‘C. ].’ 
It says of Madame Chiang that her father was ‘a native of 
Kwangtung and her mother a native of Kiangsu’, but other 
information has it that the family originated in Hainan, an 
island near French Indo-China. 

The father, who called himself Charles Jones (‘Charlie’) 

2S9 
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Soong, emigrated to the United Slates in i when still a hoy.‘ 
The family was not rich, reports lo t!ie conUary notwithstand¬ 
ing. Father Soong had friends in America, and worked his 
way through school and then Vanderbilt University. He was 
converted lo Christianity, and became a strong Methodist. He 
returned to China as an English teacher and missionary, helped 
organise the first Y.M.C.A. in Shanghai, and then made a 
living as a Bible manul'acliircr and salesman. Some fifty years 
ago he married a lady named Ni, also a highly reiigiou.s 
Methodist. Both Charlie Soong and his wife are dead. But 
they lived long enough to .see their aina/iiig family flouri.sh. 

'I’hey had six children. 'Fhe eldest daughter, Ai-ling, born 
it is believed in 1888, is the prc.sent Madame H. II. Kiing. 
Second, in 1890, came Ching-ling, who married Siin Yat-sen. 
Third came Mci-ling (often anglicised into May ling), born in 
1898, the wife of Chiang Kai-shek. Ai-ling tncatis ‘Loving 
Mood', Ching-ling means ‘Happy Mood’, and Mei-ling ‘Beauti¬ 
ful Mood'. There were three .sons, 'Fse-ven (T.V.) the eldest, 
Tse-liang (T.L.), and Tsc-an (T.A.). All were brought up in 
a religious atmosphere, all went to missionary schools in China 
before completing their education in the United States, and 
all—^most importantly—were associated from childhood with 
the Gliinese revolution. 

Politics ill China is inveterately personal. A great deal 
depends on the shifting flow of personal relationships—which 
is one reason why the Soong sisters are so important. We begin 
with Madame Rung. 

Madame H. H. Kting and Family 

She is the most formidable of the Soongs; she is, in fact, one 
of the most formidable women anywhere. A hard-willed 
creature, possessed of demonic energy and great will-to-power, 
violently able, cunning, and ambitious, she is as powerful a 
personality as any in China. It would be an exaggeration to 
say that she dominates her husband, the prime minister, com¬ 
pletely; but her influence on him Is obviously profound. Her 
passionate interest is money. She is a first-rate financier in 

^ One story is ttiat he was born a foundling and look the name Soong 
from the captain of the clipper which .brought him to the United States, 



A SONG OF SOONGS 


231 


her oivn rif>hl, and takes a fierce joy in business manipula¬ 
tions and enterprises. To her shrcwdne.ss, her financial ability, 
the growth ol much of the great Soong fortune is attributed. 

Madame Kung, like Madame Sun Yat-sen, was educated at 
the Wesleyan College in Macon, Georgia. She returned to 
China, joined the revolution, and became Dr. Sun's secretary. 
The story is that it was she, not Madame Sun, to whom the 
great doctor first paid court; but she married H. H. Kung 
instead. She met him on a trip to Japan, where he was secre¬ 
tary of the Tokyo Y.M.C.A. She was also a close friend of 
Chiang Kai-shek’s. The Kungs have four children. 

All Chinese revere their ancestors, and Dr. H. H. Kung, a 
stoutish, friendly, solid-looking person, has a special advantage 
in having an important one to revere—Confucius himself. He 
is a descendant oi Confucius in an unbroken line that has 
persisted for seventy-five generations. So the Soongs, it may 
be said, married not only a continent; they married into the 
family of what might loosely be called tlie Chinese God. Dr. 
Kung, however, is a Christian. He went to Yale. For twenty 
years he has been an important figure in the Chinese revolu¬ 
tion, and is now both prime minister of the national govern¬ 
ment and finance minister. 

When I saw Dr. Kung I thought he had what seemed to be a 
rather wistful sense of the past. He would like to see China 
united, tranquil, gracious, under the tremendous heritage of 
its old civilisation, and unperplexed by modern pressures. He 
talks in what seem almost anachronistic terras of restoration 
of the old gentry virtues, with China ruled by paternalism. 
He has little of the fierce modernism of his lirother-in-law T.V. 
In 1937, he represented China at the Coronation of King 
George VI, and when the war started travelled all over Europe 
seeking credits. 

None of the sisters—except when Madame Chiang Kai-shek 
was head of the air force—participates in public affairs offi¬ 
cially. They work in the background. And the iinplacable 
Madame Kung’s clique of rich and ambitious friends is some¬ 
times resented by purists in Chinese affairs. There is talk of 
malign influence, of ‘squeeze’. Efforts to abolish corruption 
in office have at times been unaccountably blocked. The 
Kungs are of great importance to the Generalissimo, and they 
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know it. So docs he. This is because they control the national 
finances, and in addition arc independently very rich. When 
Chiang needs money-—for political purposes, of course—it is 
to the Kungs that he must go. T.V. is rich loo, and has often 
been minister of finance, but Chiang and T.V. don’t always 
agree. 

David Kung, the eldest son of the Kungs, became at the age 
of twenty-two the joint managing director of the Central Trust 
Company, which is the purchasing agent for government sup¬ 
plies. That such a highly important job should, in wartime, 
be given to such an extremely young man, naturally provoked 
much criticism. lie had only just been graduated from St. 
John’s University in Shanghai. Young David has the reputa¬ 
tion of being a rather spoiled youngster. Once, the story goes, 
David was stopped by a traffic policeman; idayfully the young 
man pulled out a small revolver and started shooting. No one 
was hurt, however. 

Madame Kung is very close to Madame Chiang Kai-shek— 
which is not true of the next sister, Madame Sun Yat-sen. 

A Woman of Important Virtue 

Here is a great lady. Soong Ching-ling, the widow of Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen, at once a delicate and heroic figure, lives in vir¬ 
tual retirement now. If Madame Kung is the tigress of the 
Soong family, Madame Sun is a ga7.elle; if Madame Chiang 
is the glittering diamond in the Soong dynastic crotvn, then 
Madame Sun is other things: a hidden flower; a beautifully 
luminous bit of porcelain; a .source of spiritual continuity and 
power; a shadow with (larnc behind it. She is beyond cloubt 
the most important person in the family, because basically its 
power derived from her; had she not married the father of the 
revolution, the others could not have got so far. 

Madame Sun is a small and graceful woman, with an in¬ 
finitely lovely voice. She is also very beautiful. When I went 
to see her, especially since she has been outside the grande 
ligne of Chinese politics for a decade, I expected to find a sort 
of Queen Victoria, a resigned and perhaps forbidding figure, 
widow’s weeds and alh But Madame Sun, even to-day, looks 
like a girl of twenty-eight. Her grace and vivacity, frail as she 
is, as well as the carved perfection of her features, gave an 
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impression not of an historic revolutionary character, but 
of a youn.o; tvoraan at the threshold of a career. Almost all 
Chinese look younger than their years; Madame Sun is no 
exception. 

She, like Madame Kung, finished high school in Shanghai, 
and went to We.sleyan in Georgia. On her return to China 
she became Sun Yat-,sen’s secretary, and then married him. 
She was his alTcctionate companion until his death. When I he 
Kuomintang split, Madame Sun stayed with the Left, believ¬ 
ing that she thus performed the only po.s.sible service to her 
husband’s memory; she joined the Hankow group, separated 
from her family, and went to Moscow when the I-Iankow 
Government collapsed. She did not return to China for years, 
though she could have had any position for the asking. At 
great cost of physical hardship, she gave up everything for 
what she .said her husband stood for. She gave up family, 
wealth, and privilege, Few women ever gave up more. 

Nowadays in China Madame Sun hovers on the fringe of 
politics. Under an a.ssumcd name she lives in a secluded 
apartment building in Hong Kong, high on the cliff over that 
beautiful city, and sees few people. When the other sisters 
come to Hong Kong, they visit her, but they are not really 
close. She has not seen Chiang Kai-.shek for years, because 
she believes that he betrayed the revolution. Her influence 
on her brother T.V. is, however, considerable. She is the 
inspiration of a contemporary left-wing movement in the 
Kuomintang, known as the National Salvation group, and she 
belongs to another organisation, the China Defence League, 
devoted to fighting to a finish with Japan. Her friends have 
repeatedly offered to buy her a motor-car, to make it easier 
for her to live. She has refased to accept anything, and gives 
every penny she has to relief work. 

After years of withdrawal Madame Sun became conspicuous 
early in 1937, when seven members of her National Salvation 
group were arrested in Shanghai, by agents of the national 
government, for their anti-Japane.se activities. (This was, of 
course, before the war, when Chiang was ostensibly pursuing 
a course subservient to Japan.) The group, including one 
Woman, was whisked away to Suchow for a secret trial. 
Madame Sun followed her friends there, and staged a sort of 
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sit-down strike before the court, ivdiereaftcr the prisoners were 
released. 

By 1938, the United Front between Chiang and the com¬ 
munists had become concrete; which made it easier for 
Madame Sun to express herself again. She became a member 
of the Central Executive Committee of the Kuomintang. 
Vincent Sheean’s Peisonal History contains a portrait of 
Madame Sun of great beauty and distinction. 

Madame Chiang Kai-shek 

‘Was this the face that launched a thousand airships?’ 

—Frances Guni'iier. 

And notv the diamond of the crown. Madame Chiang, the 
youngest, is the most brilliant of the three sisters, atid the 
most conspicuous. She is exceptionally good-looking, though 
not so beautiful as Madame Sun; she is not, oddly enough, 
very photogenic, and is much better looking in life than in 
pictures. Also she is very chic. Madame Chiang, who went 
to Wellesley, and is perhaps a bit more Americanised than her 
sisters, gives the impression of an American woman of social 
rank and executive ability; one might almost say that she is 
like the president of a really first-rate Arnerican women’s 
club: alert, amusing, smoothly polished, full of graceful small 
talk, and enormously efficient. Like Madame uSun, she has 
beautiful hands, arms and ankles, and a lovely voice. 

Madame Chiang, it .should be said forthrightly, is not the 
‘dictator’ of China. She is not the single most important and 
powerful personage in China. She is not the uncrowned 
'empress’ of 450,000,000 people. She does not ‘run’ the 
Generalissimo. On the other hand, she is probably the .second, 
most important and pow'erful personage in China. She comes 
immediately after the Generalissimo in influence. She is 
China No. 2 individual. This is partly because Chiang trusts 
her so deeply, and because her advice is good. He put her in 
charge of the air force because in the person of his wife, incon¬ 
testably, he had trust. But she does not dominate him, or 
make his major decisions. He makes his own decisions. She 
is an adviser, a counsellor, an indispensable agent for contact 
with foreigners and foreign opinion, a collaborator. I asked 
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her once to what she attributed the powers of the Generalis¬ 
simo. (Her reply was, interestingly enough, ‘Flis feeling of 
duty to the Chinese people.’) My wife laughed, pointed to 
her, and said ‘You!’ It is all but impossible to describe the 
grimace that Madame Chiang then made, compounded at 
once of pleasure at the compliment, denial of it, horror that 
the idea should be expressed, and amusement. 

She has a highly western mind. This is one of her strengths, 
especially in association with Chiang, who is exceedingly 
Chinese in temperament. W. H. Donald once paid her the 
best compliment at his command: 'She thinks just like a man!’ 
(Yet, withal, she is very feminine; for instance she took her 
amah, maid, with her to Sian, despite the strenuous ardours 
of that trip.) She has a great sense of fundamentals, a sense 
of structure; she likes to look at engineering works and the 
like; tvhen site was in Hong Kong recently she admired the 
great walls holding up the cliff, and said she wished Chiang 
could see and admire them too. 

Yet, for all her admirable capacity for administration, it 
seems that she lacks political sen.se. Her friends say that she 
gi'asped the significance of Sian more cpiickly than did her 
husband, but she talks about the communists, not merely with 
distaste which would be understandable enough, but with a 
curious glib lack of comprehension. She did not appear at 
all to understand the significance of the Young Marshal’s 
Eight Points, the programme pre.sented to Chiang by the 
mutineers. An odd point is that she could never bring herself 
to read Edgar Snow’s Reel Star Over China, one of the most 
valuably informative books on China ever written, because 
she thought it presented only one side.' Some people say that 
—since she was educated in America from childhood—she 
does not know China ‘well’. 

Her positive qualities are many. She has wit and a lively 
sense of phrase. ‘Not only God but everybody else is on the 

' A recent book Madame Chiang enjoyed was Stuart Cha.se’s The 
Tyranny of Words, Magazines she subscribes to arc the Atlantic Monthly, 
the Ladies* Home Journal, Asia, Header’s Digest, Good Housekeeping, Harper’s 
Magazine, and the Forum. Occasionally she secs the Contemporary Heview 
(London), Hew Statesman (London), the Saturday Evening Post and the Hew 
fork Hation. 
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side o£ the big battalions,’ she wrote once. One ol her epi¬ 
grams is worth recording, that too many foreigners think that 
‘in China the men wear the skirts, and the women the trou¬ 
sers.’ She is very quick. The Young Marshal complained to 
her that Chiang, his captive, was scolding him. Madame 
instantly replied that ‘the Generalissimo only scolds people 
of whom he has hopes.’ When I saw Chiang, he asked 
about Hitler, and I said that I thought Hitler wanted a ‘diges¬ 
tive interval’. Madame asked llashingly ivho would prolfcr 
‘international soda mints’ to assist the procc.ss of digestion. 

Her devotion to China as well as to Chiang, and her energy, 
her lively courage, are beyond dispute. She goes everywhere; 
she does everything; she is like Mrs. Roosevelt. When an air 
raid comes, Madame Chiang drives up to the scene, sometimes 
in slacks or any costume, to superintend care of the wounded. 
Only once have her friends seen her a trifle nervous—when 
she was returning to Hankow by plane, with the radio out of 
order, and the pilot pushing up to 17,000 feet to get bearings 
from the sun, although ice kept breaking from the propeller 
and smashing against the windows of the plane. 

Her egoism is, as is proper enough, considerable. She says, 
for instance, that the Sian kidnapping would not have hap¬ 
pened if she had been present, and indeed she is probably 
right. (She was ill at the time; it was the only considerable 
flight Chiang ever took without her.) 

The military folk in Hankow assert that she is quicker to 
understand technical problems than the Generalissimo. If, 
for instance, an adviser tells Chiang that a division of troops 
cannot reach a certain point in a given time, he is apt stub¬ 
bornly to refuse to accept the fact, if it is inconvenient to his 
aims. But Madame understands at once—usually. 

Her achievements have been considerable, especially in fos¬ 
tering rehabilitation work in rural areas, in encouraging 
development of simplified language instruction, and in the 
creation of the New Life Movement. This movement, which 
borrows largely from the Y.M.C.A., was an attempt during 
the days of civil war to steal Red thunder by a positive pro¬ 
gramme of self-help and betterment. Villagers are organised, 
children are instructed, with emphasis on ‘orderliness, clean¬ 
liness, diligence, and propriety.’ Mass meetings are held all 
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over China, with slogans repeating simple ethical and hygienic 
principles, like ‘Don’t crowd; keep in line’; 'Don’t spit— 
cleanliness prevents disease,’ and ‘Avoid wine, women, and 
gambling.’ Madame thinks the New Life Movement is the 
biggest thing the Kuomintang has done. 

Her ‘last’ message to Chiang at Sian, sent by T.V., expresses 
a good deal of her character: ‘Should T.V. fail to return within 
three days I will come to Shensi to live and die witli you.’ 
(Chiang, reading this, records, ‘My eyes got wet.’ But Ma¬ 
dame did not wait the stipulated three days; she arrived the 
next afternoon to make her husband’s cause, his life, her own. 

The Generalissimo asserts that he has one bone to pick with 
Donald—that Donald has taught Madame to swear. But the 
oath has seldom exceeded a mild ‘Damfool!’ 

T.V. 

Of all the Soongs T.V. is probably the most complex in 
character. Stocky, glossy, with hair stiffly cn brosse; diffident 
and direct by turn, not afraid to be i*udc, and intolerant of 
bores; industrious and honest as the day; stubborn; sometimes 
vain; enormously competent, and the best financier China has 
ever produced; an intellectual and a liberal who has lately 
swung far to the left—T.V. presents a variety of qualities. He 
went to Harvard, then to Columbia, where he was a brilliant 
Ph.D. in economics. He has never written anything, because 
he fears his opinions may change, and is horrified to recall 
what he might have written a decade ago. 

T.V. was finance minister for nine years until 1933. He was 
an unequivocal foe of graft and corruption in administration; 
he fought with a mop, cleaning up. His record was superb; 
he put Chinese finances on a western basis, introduced the 
budget system, abolished domestic tariff barriers like the likin, 
got taxes even out of such warlords as Han Fu-chu, established 
a central bank, and unified the cuiTcncy. He left the finance 
ministry largely because Chiang resented the purse strings 
being in his hands; he continually sought to reduce military 
expenditure, which Chiang opposed. These brothers-in-law 
have not always been good friends. T.V. violently disagreed 
with Chiang’s early policy of conciliation to the Japanese, 

Of all Chinese politicians, indeed, T.V. is the one with the 



I N S[U E ASIA 


238 

most consistent and honourable record ol' opposition to Japan, 
lie put his otvn Salt Gabelle troops into the lighting in 
Shanghai in 1933. when Chiang stayed alool; they weie anni¬ 
hilated, I'hc story is that, when the Chinese determined to 
resist Japan in Slianghai in i 937 > the generals held their first 
secret coni'ercnce in T.V.’s house. The Japanese hate him, 
especiall) since he became a chief pillar of the United Front. 

Not everybody likes T.V. But there are few in China who 
do not respect liiin. 

T. L. Soong, tlie next brother, went to Vanderbilt, like his 
father. He is a \'ery prosperous young man tvho, until the war, 
paid little attention to politics; during the tvar he took charge 
of transportation of war materials atid supplies from Kwang- 
tung to (he front, as director of the Southtvest Import and 
Export Bureau, a highly important post. He has also served 
on the IVhanipoa Conservancy Board and as a director of the 
Central Bank of China. Of T. A. Soong, the youngest brother, 
little is known. He was a student of e.xceptional brilliance at 
Harvard, and for a time tvas director of the Salt Monopoly. 

T.V., at present in charge of the Chinese air force—note 
liQW this remarkable family keeps the key jobs in its hands— 
likes to a.ssert that he is comparatively poor, though the family 
fortune in loto is the biggest in China by far. He has told 
friends that he would rather be penniless under the com¬ 
munists than a millionaire under Japan. T.L. has a consider¬ 
able fortune also. But most of the family money is believed 
to reside in the Kung branch. The Rung wealth alone is 
estimated by competent observers to be in the neighbourhood 
of 80,000,000 Chinese dollars. 

Don 

‘A faithful friend is the medicine of life.’ 

—Ecclesiasticds vi. 16. 

W. H. Donald is not, it goes without saying, a member of 
the Soong family. But no picture of the fountainhead of China 
would be complete without him. He is a most extraordinary 
human being. 

Donald has saved the lives of various Chinese ambassadors; 
he helped overthrow the Manchus, and with his own hands 
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dragged the guns into position that blew them out of Nank¬ 
ing; thirty years ago he helped Madame Chiang and her sisters 
adjust their pigtails; he wrote several of Sun Yat-sen’s early 
proclamations; he first revealed Japan’s ‘Twenty-one Demands’ 
on China, and almost single-handed brought China into (he 
World War in 1917; he cured the Young Marshal of the dope 
habit, and held the balance between the Young Marshal and 
the Generalissimo at Sian; he sings lullabies 1.0 children of 
missionaries; he helped unseat the usurper Yuan Shih-kai in 
Peking in tlie countcr-rcvoliilion of 1916; he has been match¬ 
maker to Cliincse politicians, confidant to generals, handyman 
to warlords, and the bottomless receptacle of more news, in¬ 
formation, chitchat, and, above all, state secrets, than any 
foreigner who ever lived in China. 

The incredible Donald, let it be said further, speaks no 
single word of Chinese. He has never bothei'ed to learn the 
Chinese for as much as ‘Please’ or ‘Be damned to you'. He 
never touches Chinese food—after more than thirty years in 
Chinal He asks no questions and requests no favours. Pie 
talks like the wind and never betrays a confidence. Pie is an 
incomparable raconteur—^tvho practically never goes to dinner 
parties. Pie is a recluse—who has a thousand friends. 

As fantastic as anything about Donald is the manner of his 
arrival in China. He was born in Australia in 1875; he decided 
early to become a newspaper man. One morning thirty-four 
years ago, arriving in his office on the Sydney Daily Telegraph, 
he found a letter from an editor in Hong Kong, ofl’ering him 
a job and notifying him that £120 had been transferred to a 
Sydney bank for travelling expenses (o Hong Kong. Donald 
was bewildered. He had never heard of the Hong Kong editor. 
He a.skecl his own editor for advice. His own editor .said, 
‘Maybe it’s a hoax. Go to the bank. If the money is there, 
then it’s real. And go to Hong Kong if you wish.’ Donald 
found the money ancl shipped for Ilong Kong. Pie went to 
his new boss, who said, ‘Good day, Mr. Donald, I shall be 
obliged if you start work at once. Your desk is in that corner.’ 
Still bewildered, Donald asked, ‘Would you mind telling me 
first why you hired me?' The editor replied, 'Ea.sy. Seven 
years ago I asked a friend, who travels incessantly around the 
world, to notify me immediately if he ever found a nexvspaper 
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man who doesn’t drink. Seven years passed. A few weeks 
ago I received a cable from him. “At last have found your 
man. His name is Donald, and he works on the Sydney Tele- 
graph.’’ So I wrote to you. Thank you for coming. Your 
desk is right there.’ 

And indeed Donald, who is loquaciously convivial, has never 
touched a drop of alcohol in his life, 

Donald is ruddy, with big gla.s.scs: upright and a trifle stout; 
white-haired, bright-cheeked; he is kind, gusty, forthright, and 
full of vitality and laughter. He has a retentive and anecdotal 
mind; his sense of humour is famous on several continents, 
and he has never forgotten anything. Fie is blunt in char¬ 
acter, very cheery, and he insists on finishing any story he 
begins. 

Donald worked for a while on the Hong Kong paper, then 
turned to bigger fields. He was Neio York Herald, corre¬ 
spondent for a time, and then became so fascinated by the 
Chinese that he dropped his foreign connections, except for 
occasional special work. He joined the revolution at about 
the same time the Soongs did. From the beginning he had a 
very special capacity to gain the confidence of people. Some 
years ago he established the Chinese Government Bureau of 
Economic Information; this paid his living expenses, and it 
still exists. More than a modest living he has never asked for. 
Fie eats with the Chiangs every day—they have to cook foreign 
food for him—but he does not live in their house, and has no 
official title as Chiang’s adviser; indeed, he refuses to admit 
that he is his adviser. 

In 1928 Donald was 'adopted’ by the Young Marshal, Chang 
Hsueh-liang,' the son of the Manchurian warlord. Chang 
Tso-lin. Donald made the Young Marshal over. Fie nego¬ 
tiated his rapprochement with Chiang Kai-shek in 1929-30, 
took him to Europe, and for some years was the Young Mar¬ 
shal’s ‘man’. Then, in 1934. he entered the service of Chiang 
Kai-shek. It happened in this manner. The Young Marshal 
was quarrelling with the Generalissimo. He called him every 
name under the sun. Donald watched attentively as Madame 
listened and translated. He had known Madame all his life, 
but for some yeans had not been in dose touch with her. He 

^ Of this bizarre young man we shall hear later in Chapter XIV. 
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was impressed and amazed at her reaction to the Young Mar¬ 
shal’s furious tornado of objuigation; he could hardly believe 
her courage when she did not tone it down. They began to 
work together—Chiang, Madame, Chang, and Donald. Imme¬ 
diately Donald began to harp on his favourite tlieme, the 
necessity of making China strong, the necessity to wipe out 
inefficiency, coriuption, defeatism. 'The Generalissimo lis¬ 
tened and agreed. Donald gave up his plan of leaving China. 
A few days later Madame, overwhelmed with routine work, 
with letters piled high on her desk and an immense amount of 
secretarial detail to handle, turned to Donald and said, 'Won’t 
you join us, won’t you help me}' Donald said Yes, and has been 
their friend and ally ever since. 

Donald’s great strength is that he has no axe to grind. He 
asks nothing. He is free to qnit any day—and sometimes 
threatens to. He tells the Generalissimo exactly what is in 
his mind, without fuss or hesitation; he is the only man in 
China who can say No to Chiang—and he says it repeatedly. 
He is a kind of ‘No man’—though not like Ulysses to Poly¬ 
phemus—and Chiang respects him for his fearlessness. 

Donald pays scant attention to Chinese ritual or sensitive¬ 
ness. Pie raises hell with anybody. He is the greatest enemy 
of Face in China. He scofl's at the purists rvho try to pronounce 
Chinese word,s in Chinese fa.shion. No 'Jiahng Gai-shek’ for 
him. He pronounces it still in an exaggeratedly foreign 
maimer, 'Checee-ang Kai-shek,' and .so on. 

He was never ill in his life till sixty, when he had a serious 
pneumonia after a tonsillectomy. Thereafter he was in bed 
for six months with a mysterious stomach malady. Pie is a 
complete fatalist. Once his aeroplane had a forced landing 
in a snou^y field near Sian. Donald had heard one motor 
splutter and then fail. The pilot, after the landing, found 
him stretched out on the sofa the plane carries. Donald had 
never budged. After inspecting the situation the pilot said 
that he had perhaps one chance in three of getting off again 
on that one motor. Donald .said, ‘Go ahead.’ 

He noticed that the day the Generalissimo was released at 
Sian happened to be Christma.s. (There were a few other 
things to think about.) Madame Chiang describes touchingly 
how ‘Don’ managed to find a tree and ornaments and a few 

Q 
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gifts, and how he used his own golf socks for Christmas stock¬ 
ings. He is blindly devoted to Madame Chiang, 

He forthrightly denounced the Nanking generals after the 
kidnapping, asserting that Chiang was in much greater danger 
from these someivdiat precipitous folk—Chiang’s own men who 
wanted to get his job—than from the Young Marshal and the 
Reds. Tile generals were furious, and demanded that he be 
expelled from China. Chiang lefuscd to let him go. For 
seven months Donald and the minister of war, General Flo 
Ying-chin, never exdianged a word. 

Donald bought a small yacht in 1933, intending to leave 
China. But just before he planned to go, he met Madame 
Chiang. He has scarcely ever seen the yacht. It is lying 
empty in Shanghai harbour. Donald built a huge desk in it, 
on w'hich he planned to write his memoirs. If he ever does, 

they trill be remenfbered. In igsg, Donald -- 

But one could proceed for a whole book writing about 
Donald alone. 








CHAPTER X I U 


THE CHINESE REDS, WHO WEAR BLUE 

‘I.and to those who till it.’ 

—Dr. Sun Yat-sen. 

T ttE .so-callcd ‘Red’ area is a new Chinese world. Here is 
China alight and alive. The Chinese Red Army, since 
1938 incorporated into the national forces as the ‘Eighth 
Route Army’, fights in the north, and its redoubtable guerriL 
Icros are an essential item in the national struggle. But to 
think of the Chinese Reds merely as guerrilla Robin Hoods is 
to miss the point. Overwhelmingly their immediate pre-occu¬ 
pation and task it to lick Japan. Behind that is a vision of a 
new China, powerful, forward-looking, incorruptible, and free. 
Already, in spite of the incessant daily pressure of warfare, 
and the necessarily limited materials they work with, the Reds 
have done things in education and social reform to make you 
blink. 

By all-China standards the achievement is local, of course; 
the Red region i.s severely circumscribed. The Eighth Route 
Army is impregnable in Shensi, has occupied much of Shansi, 
and is pushing hard in Ilopci and Honan. That is all, though 
it is a good deal. But listen to the chairman of the Chinese 
Soviet government, Mao Tse-tung, ciuotcd with admiration 
by the London T imes, which does not ordinarily admire com¬ 
munists. Above all, Mao has vision. The Times correspon¬ 
dent asked him what he thought the new China should be. 
Mao replied: 

‘Evci’y man has food to eat and clothes to wear. Every man 
understands the rights and duties of citizenship and has a fair 
chance of education and amusement. The marriage customs 
are to be reformed, roads built, industry developed, a six hour 
day established. There is no foreign aggression. No man 
oppresses another. There is equality and freedom and universal 
love. Together all build the peace of the world.’ 

S43 
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I have sketched briefly the origin o£ the Chinese Soviets. 
Chiang Kai-shek, as noted above, cha.sed the Left-wing Kuo- 
mintang out of Hankow in 1927: the Leftists wlio escaped the 
■White d'error organised a vestigial Red government in 
Kiangsi. Its power spread till it cominaiidcd a large area, no 
matter how hard Chiang fought to beat it down. Chiang 
began his long series of ‘pacifleation operations’ and ‘ottennin- 
ation’ campaigns, which rvere extraordinarily costly in men 
and tvealtht he put 900,000 men in the field at last, and fought 
five wars. To kill a single Red, Edgar Snow' calculates, the 
Generalissimo had to spend £i6,000. The Kiangsi Soviet 
held out for seven years, till 1934, when things finally got too 
hot. The Reds, beleaguered, had to move. With nice Chinese 
practicality they decided to move their entire ‘nation’. Thus 
the celebrated 'Long March’; one of the most extraordinary 
feats in modern annals. 

It began in October 1934, in Kiangsi which is south-west of 
Shanghai; it ended a year later in Yenan in Shensi, far to the 
west of Peking. The Reds began with 100,000 men; they 
finished with 50,000. They marched 6,000 miles, across twelve 
different provinces; a remote parallel would be the march of 
a European army from Constantinople to Stockholm by way 
of Sicily and Spain. From the moment when, making the most 
scrupulous preparations, they broke Chiang’,s blockade and 
escaped at night from their Kiangsi capital, till their final 
arrival in Yenan, diminished in number and exhausted, but 
intact, 368 days later, they had to fight every mile of the way. 
The official record of the Long March shows fifteen major 
battles, 300 skirmishes. There were 100 days of ‘rest’, 268 of 
actual movement, -which means an average speed for the entire 
march of fifteen miles per day. Military experts are staggered 
by the.se figures. The Reds had to traverse incredibly fractious 
and difficult country, some of it inhabited by aliorigines and 
virtually unknown; they climbed eighteen mountain ranges, 
occupied sixty-two cities, and crossed half a dozen rivers. They 
carried radio, a printing press, and their archives. Once 
Chiang Kai-shek thought he had finally trapped and sur- 

Anyone who writes of the Chinese communists must be indebted to Edgar 
Snow, his wife Nyjn Wales, and Miss Agnes Smedley. Snow’s Red Star Over 
China is one of tlie best books of historical journalism ever written. 
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rounded them. The Generalissimo docs not give way to emo¬ 
tion often, but near the Tatu river he burst out, ‘Now we have 
theml’ The Reds managed to cross the TaHi and escape, 
hou'cver, with Chiang’s breath on their heels. He thought 
the Long March would be the Red funeral march. It almost 
turned out to be a funeral march for him. 

So, surviving its ordeal, the Red Army arrived in the isolated 
north-we.st. At Yenan in Shensi it joined other communists 
who had come from Honan, and established a new Soviet. 
It proliferated powerfully, .set up an ‘independent’ state, de¬ 
clared war on Japan, and became one of the most interesting 
communities in the world. It is still there. The General¬ 
issimo never seriously attacked the Reds again. In 193G came 
the Sian kidnapping. The Reds intervened in this fantastic 
imbroglio, used their influence to let Chiang go scotfree, and 
made a United Front with him. From this event all subse¬ 
quent history of China derives. It united China—in a manner 
of spcitking—after ten years of civil war—and made full-dress 
attack by Japan inevitable, since Japan had perforce to pre¬ 
vent Chinese unification at any cost. 

The Red Napoleons. 

The leaders of the Chinese Soviets are Mao Tse-tung and 
Chu Teh. They arc associated so closely that for a long time 
people thought they were the .same man; one heard of the 
famous ‘Red general’ Mao-Chu, or Chu-Mao. Mao Tse-tung 
(pronounced roughly 'Mow Tzuh-doong’), the chairman of 
the Central Executive Committee of the Communist party, is 
political chief. General Cliu Teh (‘Joo Duh’) is military 
leader. An odd point is that ‘Chu Teh’ literally means—Red 
Virtue 1 

The two are intimately close friends, but differ widely in 
character and attributes. They complement each other nicely. 
Mao is a pfiilosopher, an intellectual; Chu Teh is an executive, 
a soldier. Mao, I heard, it said, is the Red brain, Chu Teh the 
Red heart. A calm man, of peasant stock, Mao is a builder, 
a dreamer, a creator; he has never been outside China. Ghu 
Teh, much warmer iu temperament, less aloof, has travelled 
widely; he has great human quality, and people talk of him 
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as they might talk of Lincoln. Mao could hold his own any¬ 
where among Chinese intellectuals; Chu Teh talks little. Both 
have a considerable sense of humour, though Mao’s is more 
sardonic; both have highly modern minds. Mao, perhap.s, is 
the greater man; but he would not be where he is had not 
Chu Teh developed and led his unic[ue army. 1 have heard 
Mao described as equal intellectually to Lenin. 

Mao Tse-tung was born in 1893 in a village in Hunan. His 
father was a peasant, and he began to work at the age of six on 
the small family farm. His mother was a considerate woman, 
his father exceptionally severe; Mao records that he wms never 
allowed eggs or meat, though the other farm boys had these 
luxuries occasionally. He had remarkable strength of charac¬ 
ter and ambition, and a fierce urgency for education; he 
struggled to go to school, and at seventeen tramped alone to 
the near-by city Changsha where there was an academy. Came 
a tremendous event: he saw for the first time a map of the 
world. He pored over it gluttonously. He writes, 'I went 
to the library in the morning when it opened. At noon I 
paused only long enough to buy and consume two rice cakes, 
which were my daily lunch. I stayed in ihe library every day 
reading until it closed.’ He studied Adam Smith, Darwin, 
Spencer, Mill, One book that influenced him wa.s called 
Great Heroes of the World, which contained biographies of 
Napoleon, Peter the Great, Rousseau. He read about the 
American Revolution and came across a pregnant sentence; 
‘After eight years of difficult war, Washington won victory 
and built up his nation.’' 

Mao began to write, turned to journalism, and found him¬ 
self on the threshold of politics. With his Chinese practica¬ 
lity, he put an advertisement in the Changsha newspaper, 
asking that ‘hardened and determined’ young men interested 
in patriotism and politics get in touch with him. Changsha 
became too small for him. He had seven dollars. He bought 
shoes and an umbrella, and set out to see the world. His'in- 
stincts were predominantly nationalist at first, he wanted to 
free China from foreign domination. Imperialism, he pro¬ 
ceeded to see, was inextricably associated with capitalism, and 
he became a .socialist. His revolutionary career began in itjay, 

Snow, Red Star Over China, p. la r. 
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when he xvas appoinled presideiiL of the fiist Chinese Peasants’ 
Union; his rise was rapid, and by 1930 he was chairman of the 
Woikers’ and Pcasanis’ Revolutionary Committee. Then 
came the l.ong March; the great years began. Chiang Kai- 
shek ollcrcd a reward of .1350,000 (Chinese) for him, dead or 
alive; his first xvife and sister were caught and executed. His 
present wife—a typical enough touch—learned many details 
of his life for the first time when, in her company, he dictated 
his autobiography to Edgar Snoxv. She xvas severely wounded 
during the Long Marcii, xvhen she walked 6,000 miles. 

Chu Teh’s history is remarkably different in detail, though 
the same sting of nationalism-ci/m-socialism flavours it. He 
is about fifty, and xvas born in Szechxvan. I have heard ex¬ 
perienced western military men call him, not merely ‘the best 
officer in China’, but a military figure ‘as generous as Lee, as 
stubborn as Grant, as competent as Wellington’. Chu Teh 
is a friendly, quiet man, gentle and full of heart. One hears 
of the ‘smiling Chinese’; he is one of the smilingest, if that 
is a word, in China. I have never seen a photograph of him 
without a broad, gleaming, confident, gum-exposing gTin. Yet 
for ten years the price on his head xvas, like that on Mao, 
£50,000. He and Mao topped the market. 

Chu Teh was not a poor boy. Quite the contrary, tie came 
of a rich land-owning family, he was well-educated (for a time 
at Gottingen in Germany), he passed his youth—as he himself 
admits—in ‘luxury and dissipation'. He had concubines; he 
smoked opium (and later drastically cured himself of the 
habit); he was a fashionable young officer. The 1937 revolu¬ 
tion came; it hit him like a mallet on the head. He went to 
Moscoxxl studied Marxism, and dropped his career as an official 
in Yunnan. He joined the communists, showed extraordinary 
military competence, and in 1931 was unanimously elected 
commander-in-chief of the Red Army by the first Chinese 
Soviet Congress. Next to revolution and the Red Army, his 
great passion is basketball. 

Other Eighth Route Army leaders have had remarkable 
careers. It is a pity to hax'^e to compress them in a paragraph 
or two. About each a chapter might easily be written. 'There 
is, for instance, the shrewd and competent Chou En-lai (‘Jo 
En-lie’), who is No. i to Mao on the political side, and who now 
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represents the Communists at the Generalissimo’s head¬ 
quarters. A good man for the job: since it ivas he, one of the 
chief actors in the Sian kidnapping, who saved Chiang’s life. 
When, in Hankow later, I a.sked liini wliy, lie .said it was be¬ 
cause Chiang was the one person indispensable to United 
China. I asked him also what guarantee the communists had 
that they might not be betrayed by the Kuominlang when 
the war was over; he said that education among the masses, 
realisation during the war that the communi.sts fought well 
against Japan, and rvere real patriots, would keep them safe. 
Chou En-lai ivas the son of a Mandarin (olTicial), and was 
educated—in part at foreign mission scliools—to be a scholar. 
He went to France, and helped organise Chinese communists 
abroad. In the early revolution he was secretary of the 
Whampoa Military School at Canton, rvhere Chiang Kai-shek 
and General Bluecher trained officers. Later Chiang put 
£20,000 on his head. Chou En-lai is about forty-one. 

The ranking military man after Chu Teh is General Peng 
Teh-huai, the field commander. He is a young man, only 
thirty-seven, and a professional officer. But his origins were 
humble; he told Snow how, at the age of nine, he tvas tossed 
info the street alone, because he had dared to kick over his 
grandmother’s tray of opium, andtvas thereupon (!) setitcnced 
to death by a family council. ‘My life was spared,’ General 
Peng relates, ‘but I had to leave home. I tvas nine at the time, 
it rvas cold October, and I owned nothing but my coat and 
trousers.’ A man of great endurance. General Peng walked 
almost the whole of the Long March, though as second-in- 
command he was entitled to a horse. In 1928 his wife dis¬ 
appeared in the revolutionary turmoil; isolated in Kiangsi or 
Shensi, he has not seen her since. 

A terrific fellow is General Ho Lung, the most Robin FTood- 
like of all. He was one of the earliest Red organisers, and he 
stuck it out in Hunan even after the Long March started. He 
was rich, and gave up a fortune of £1,000,000 to join the 
Reds. . . . Another notable character is General Hsu Elai- 
tung, born a coolie. For years £20,000 was on his head, and 
sixy-six members of his family in Hupeh were executed by 
the Kuomintang, -which sought to exterminate the entire Hsu 
clan, even babies. General Hsu has been wounded eight 
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times. . . . Anothex' Hsu is Hsu Teh-lih, the Red minister 
of education, who cut oil his finger as a token to Mao in the 
early clays, and wrote his allegiance in his own blood. . . . 
General Tsen Ken is only thirty-ttvo; he is a Whampoa gradu¬ 
ate, once commanded Chiang Kai-shek’s bodyguard, once 
saved his life. He was trapped and arrested in Shanghai when 
he joined the Reds, but the Generalissimo, in gratitude, let 
him go. 


How Red Are the Reds? 

Not very, by our standards. The party calls itself com¬ 
munist, true; it subscribes to Marxist cloctrine, and organises 
itself on the Soviet model. But if yon ask a Red Army chieftain 
if he has plan.s or even desires for the nationalisation of Chinese 
production, which is what communism would in theory entail, 
he look,s at you almost bewildered. Any such prospect is for 
the remote future. Mao is a realist. In his own words: ‘For 
a people being deprived of its national freedom, the revolu¬ 
tionary task is not immediate socialism, but the struggle for 
independence. We cannot even discuss communism if wc are 
robbed of a country in which to practise it.’’ Trotskyists, 
kindly note. 

What the Chinese Reds do stand for is agrarian reform. The 
movement is not communism, in that it does not even advocate 
nationalisation of the land; what it advocates is a tremendous 
land reform with land assigned—not to the state—but to the 
peasants themselves. .Even so, in most Red areas, land has not 
been actually expropriated by the peasants; landlordism is 
attacked, but the landlords have not been liquidated. There 
has been little confiscation. Rents, however, have been re¬ 
duced twenty-five per cent, a moratorium on debts declared, 
and interest cut to one per cent. Chinese communi.sm is 
‘rural cqualitarianism’, with the object of freeing the land from 
the terrible burden of corrupt and absentee landlords and 
from the stifling, unimaginable agrarian debt. 

There are no Russian advisers or officials with the Chinese 
Red Army, nor do Russian supplies reach it in any quantity. 
Back in 1923 and 1924, when Bluecher worked at Canton, 


^Snow, ibid., p. 415. 
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Borodin at Hankow, there was profound Russian inliucnce in 
China, as we know. To-day it is slight in China proper, though 
considerable in Outer Mongolia and Turkestan. I'he Chinese 
Soviets run their own show. They are autonomous. On the 
other hand, the Chinese communist party is an ‘oRicial’ com¬ 
munist party, and as such—at a remote distance—is associated 
with the Third Internationale, and tlic Red constitntion calls 
the U.S.S.R. its 'loyal ally’. 

The chief non-military nianifc.staLions ot the Chinese Reds in 
their north-western stronghold have been social and cultiiral. 
There is a Red Academy under the veteran soldier-teacher 
Lin Piao, a former Whampoa cadet; a publishing house em¬ 
ploys 800 men and issues a stream of textbooks; literacy in the 
Red Army is uniquely high. Education—education above all 
—more and better education—is the motto. Not satisfied with 
using simplified Mandarin, the communists are flirting with 
Romanisadon of the language. Opium is barred, co-opera¬ 
tives are encouraged, child marriages forbidden, radio wor¬ 
shipped, athletics stimulated, and old-style Confucianism 
scorned. 


Red Army Technique 

The main concept of the Eighth Route Army is that it be¬ 
long,s indissolubly to the people. This gives it a morale, a 
solidarity, a patriotism, unmatched by any other Chinese array, 
though Chiang Rai-shek’s newly trained divisions run it dose. 
It is unbelievably advanced compared to the old provincial 
armies. The Reds fight becau.se they are defending their 
country and their ideals, not because they are paid to do so. 
Indeed, privates get only $1.00 (Chinese) per month; Chu Teh 
himself, at the top, gets exactly $6.00 (Chinese) or 4s. There 
is no ‘squeeze’, and no tvar lord can sell anybody out, 

T. he officers, called simply ‘leaders’, have no distinguishing 
rank. Fighters arc in three categories, all volunteers. First 
come troops of the line, most of them hardened by prodigious 
service in the civil wars; next the ‘Volunteers’ or ‘Partisans’, 
who are the reserve; finally the people themselves—^technically 
non-belligerent—in occupied areas, who co-operate with the 
troops and are an essential item in Red strategy. 

Officers are very accessible, and eat the same food as the 
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troops; they may have individual sleeping quarters if their 
work demands it. Any private may sec Chii Teh to present 
a grievance or for any other rea.son. Discipline is strict, but is 
‘by persuasion’. There are three categories of punishment: 
(1) confinement to quarters; (3) public rebuke and self- 
criticism; (3) expulsion from the army. The army takes 
pri.soners (as against the Japanese custom of shooting them), 
and tries to convert them, LSoldiers are taught a few words 
of Japanese, and when they go into action they shout at 
the Japanese troops, ‘Join us! Kill your officers.’ The 
Red Army is unique in that it has no pro,stitute.s, no camp 
followers. 

The great strength of the Red Army is in gueirilla warfare, 
at which it is marvellously adept. It retreats when the Japan¬ 
ese advance, and advances when the Japanese retreat; it harries 
Japanese communications, and raises the country behind 
them; it cuts railways, burns villages, traps isolated columns, 
bites exposed flanks—and then melts into the country again. 
It is delighted, actually, when the Japanese lake a considerable 
town, because it can got its own adherents out, then isolate the 
town and starve the Japanese. ‘I’oreigners,’ a Red chieftain 
says, ‘pay far too much attention to towns.’ 

When warfare spread after 1937, new Red or semi-Red 
armies were otganised in other districts on the Eighth Route 
model, for instance the Fourth Route Army in Anhwei and 
Kiangsi under the redoubtable communist General Han Ying, 
who had fought in this area for years. Guerrilleros, mostly 
comrauuisL, pinched off parts of Chekiang in 1938, and fought 
fiercely at the gates of Shanghai and Nanking, 1,000 miles be¬ 
hind the Japanese front Hues. For a time this ‘front’ was not 
more than a mile or two from the French Concession in Shang¬ 
hai. In the Tientsin-Peking area guerrilleros persistently at¬ 
tacked and cU.sorgamsed communications; to run a train 150 
miles to Pactingfu became a perilous adventure.' In Hopei, 
early in 1939, a well-developed communist government was 
functioning inside the Japanese occupied area; a new Red 
state, like the one in Shensi, with 4,000 square miles, 7,000,000 
people, became a big island in 'Japanese' territory, 

‘ The canny Chinese dO not merely desti'oy die rails, but remove and 
them, so that the Japanese cannot repair and rescue the metal. 



United Front Problems 


I'he Eighth Route Army and the other comnmnist-gucrrilla 
armies are no longer independent forces in theory. They 
hare been ‘absorbed’ (again in theory) by the Cliincse national 
forces, trith Chiang Kai-shek as their supreme conimaurlcr. 
This was part of the United Front arrangement after the Sian 
kidnapping. The communists refused to dissolve their party, 
but they agreed that the Red Army should lose its identity, 
which notvadays wears the blue uniform of the Kuomintang. 

Thus the communist party still exists, dc facto. But the 
Kuomintang has never abrogated its outlawry of tlic com¬ 
munist party, and technically communism in Cliina is still a 
crime punishable by death. The Kuomintang, de jure, is the 
only political party in China, but continually the communists 
are allowed to increase their membership. This anomalous 
situation produced considerable dissatisfaction and a perj)ctual 
struggle for power within the United Front. Chiang met 
Chu Teh for the first time in 1937; Chu Teh flew down from 
Shensi to .see him again late in 1938. In 1939 the United 
Front was still operating fairly smoothly, but anti-Red pres¬ 
sure by Kuomintang conservatives remained a serious problem. 

Two additional items should be noted. One is tliat the 
Japanese, who say that they waged war to ‘save’ China from 
communism, have served to strengthen it, Chinese com¬ 
munists now hold a much greater area of China than they ever 
held before, and are better organised, more deeply entrenched. 
Second, Chiang Kai-shek, if he wins the war, will almost cer¬ 
tainly face e.xtension of communist influence which the tvar 
promoted. Communist aim in regard to laud reform has 
spread widely and is imitated widely, and the Generalissimo 
must pay his debt by reckoning with it. 
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YOUNG MARSHAL AT SIAN 


‘Tlie commander of the forces of a large state may be carried off, but the 
will of even a common man cannot be taken from him.’ 

—Confucius. 

T he Young Marshal, Chang Hsuch-liang (pronounced 
roughly ‘Jong Shweli-lialing’), i.s a marvellous psychology 
cal puz/.le. I have mentioned several baffling characters in 
this book, like Prince Ronoye, and soon tve will have others, 
lor instance Mr. Gandhi. OI them all, I should pnt the Young 
Marshal first from the point of view of purely personal inter¬ 
est. He has little political importance at the moment, but so 
long as he is alive he is fascinatingly unpredictable. Young 
Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang is, I think, the most difficult, the 
most refractory, the most engaging human being I have to 
write about. 

Consider his looks. Like so many Chinese, he has great 
physical charm and intense animal magnetism. There is elec¬ 
tricity in this man’s supple finger. Yet he is ugly. The wide, 
loose, sensual lips; the nose unChinese and beaked; the dis¬ 
dainful but appealing big eyes; the humour, the reserve, the 
sophistication in his voice; his poised, careful, wary gait—all 
this marks an exceptional personality. He has been unbeliev¬ 
ably weak, and then unbelievably powerful. The gamut he 
runs is shadowy and long. 

The Young Marshal inherited the domain of his father, the 
great Chang Tso-lin, in 1926. None of his generals thought 
that this narcotised youngster could hold Manchuria. The 
two most ambitious and corrupt were Yang Yu-tin and Chang 
Yun-hui. Both fawned on the new ruler, both were willing 
to unseat him. And the Young Marshal suspected them of 
complicity in the murder of hi.s father. He invited them to 
dinner, entertained them regally, and with the coffee had them 
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taken out and calmly shot. He then gave £20,000 each to 
their widows, a generous man. 

The story is that, until the last moment, young Chang did 
not decide tvhether to kill his two generals or not. That 
afternoon he spent some hours tossing a silver dollar up and 
down; heads I shoot them, tails I don’t. He couldn’t make 
up his mind. He called in his wife, a pretty girl, and asked 
her to tvitness the last throw. It came tails. Cltaiig was di,s- 
satisfied. He said he would try again. Finally heads came up. 
He ordered the execution, happy. Then he tossed the lucky 
dollar in a big chest, as a souvenir, and locked the chest. Two 
years later the Japanese, as we know, took Manchuria. They 
sent the Young Marshal all his belongings, except that chest. 

The Young Fellow 

Those who know him well call him the Young ‘Fellow’, 
and his courtesy name is Han Ching. He was born in Mukden 
in 1898, He is impish and impulsive. His name means, 
according to one translation, ‘Learning to be Virtuou.s’; in his 
early campaign he once pursued a bandit witli the identical 
name, whereupon he decided that, though he would retain this 
translation for his otvn name, the identical name for the bandit 
should be translated as ‘Dirty Wolf. 

He is a .staunch fellow. He has all the courage in the world, 
and his common sen.se—in some respects—is almost startling. 
Royal Leonard, who was his private pilot before entering 
the Generali.ssimo's service, found him a highly irapettious 
aviator. Fie invented a new method for determining the 
direction of the wind; he would order the plane to 11 y so low 
that frightened sheep would kick up dust, which the tvind 
carried. Then he invented a signal system new to aviation, 
whereby his troops threw themselves on the ground as he 
approached, and with their bodies spelled out words and 
messages. 

The Young Marshal has always been extremely sociable, 
and he likes his friends. They are, however, sometimes 
alarmed when lie plays bridge and draws a revolver to indicate 
the seriousness of his bidding. Fie loves bridge, golf, tennis, 
and companionship. Once, while he was reviewing troops, 
an American newspaper man who was his guest fell off his 
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horse, floundered in tlic mud. Instandy the Young Marshal 
dived into the mud too, ruining his white uniform, because 
he did not want his guests (o be embaiTassed. Their face was 
his. 

Chang Tso-lin, whom wc have already described, trained 
him for rule from an early age. M^hen he was a youngster 
Chang Tso-lin took him to pay obeisance to the Prince Regent, 
The Young Marshal, a democrat then as now, refused to kow¬ 
tow, and merely shook hands. Chang Tso-lin was impressed 
at the irreverent courage of his son, but beat him soundly. ‘I 
have no brains,’ the Young Marshal moaned. 

For years he was very rich. An American friend, James 
G. Elder, Look care of his investments. When the Japanese 
kicked his government out of Manchuria in 1931 (he himself 
was absent during the Mukden incident, ill in Peking), they 
sent some of his property after him, but not all by any means. 
To-day the Japanese use his Mukden house lor breeding police 
dogs. 

In about 1928 the Young Marshal came strongly under the 
influence of another westerner, W. FI. Donald, who ‘adopted’ 
him and for five years took care of him like a son. At that 
time Chang was taking opium. He sought a cure, and fell 
into the hands of an unscrupulous doctor who, pretending to 
wean him away from opium, surreptitiously gave him heroin 
instead, an infinitely more dangerous drug. This was a 
Japanese idea; they thought they could make use of the Young 
Marshal, and w^anted him to be pliable. Donald, rugged, 
cheerful, vehement, swept the drugs away. He put the Young 
Marshal in hospital,' saw to it that he had a real cure, made 
him a new man. 

The Japanese are not fond of Chang Hsueh-liang, though 
once they gave him the Order of the Rising Sun. In a Japanese 
newspaper recently I came acro,s.s a ‘biography’ of the Young 
Marshal, of wdiich the following is a quaint quotation. Chang 
is portrayed quarrelling with a lady, tvhom he accuses of betray¬ 
ing him. But first he‘draws her clo.ser, gives her a kiss’. Then 
his accusation: 

^ Dr. Miller of the Seventh Day Adventist hospital in Shanghai did the 
job, by means of rectal anaesthesia, blistering the patient’s stomach, and 
production of an autogenous serum. 
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Chang Hsueh-liang sprang up to his feet and kicked her 
off the sofa. ‘Get up, you wretch,’ he ordered. He stood .still 
and cold, a revolver in his hand. 

‘I was a fool to believe you,’ she said. ‘You never loved rue.’ 

‘Wretch!’ he roared. His rev'olvcr went off at the same 
moment. Madame Li dropped down. The white shirt was 
marked with shots of blood. Hsueh-liang, grey from excite¬ 
ment, drew close to her side. He pressed the point of the 
revolver upon her breast. 

In the same moment her hand made an arc, and her dagger 
flew at his breast. With a sharp cry, he retreated a step. He 
was not hurt. ‘So that’s what you’d do to mel’ lie said in an 
angry voice. 

‘I hate you!’ she said. ‘I hate you because I loved you . . . 
I love you now. I’ll always love you. Oh, I am happy. I 
am sleepy. Take me in your arms. Take me, please. . . .’ 

With his foot Chang rolled her over on her back. He fired 
the revolver at her heart (sic!). A score of excited guard.s 
appeared. 

‘Take this body to the hill back of the northern mausoleum,’ 
the general ordered. 

‘Men!’ he added, calling back the soldiers. ‘See that this 
lady is left unburied—else a wolf or mad dog may miss a 
square meal.’ 

All thi.s is perfect nonsense, of course. Nothing I'emotely 
like it ever happened. 

Five different times the Young Marshal has saved General¬ 
issimo Chiang Kai-shek from critical embarrassment; on at least 
one of these occasions he saved his regime, and once his life. 
Yet there is little love lost between ihem. Enemies ol Chiang 
Kai-shek say, in fact, that he disliked the Young Mar.shal so 
intensely that he was willing to lo.se Manchuria rather than 
help him save it. The five occasions when the Young Marshal 
enormou.sly helped /u'm; (1) The Young Marshal, immediately 
his father died, raised the Kuomintang flag in Mukden, which 
gave Chiang's central government nominal authority over 
Manchuria for the first, time in generations. Against the 
advice of all his generals, and in face of threats by the Japanese 
to kill him, he acknowledged Chiang Kai-shek as commander- 
in-chief. (2) In 1930 the Young Marshal intervened to save 
Chiang in the ‘Northern War’, when a coalition of northern 
war lords was dose to beating him. (3) In 1931 Chiang 
Kai-shek resigned from the national government in a huff. 
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The Young Marshal went, out with him, which made the posi¬ 
tion of the nctv' government untenable. (4) In 1933 he took 
tlic responsibility for the loss o( Jehol, though he had nothing 
to do with it, in order that Chiang and the national govein- 
meut should not lose face. He publicly accepted punishment, 
and irent to Europe in disgrace, though it tvas he, not Chiang, 
who was passionately anti-Japanese. (5) In 1936 he helped 
sat'e the Generalissimo at Sian—alter kidnapping him. 

\V. H. Donald first brought Chiang and the Young Marshal 
together. They met in a railway coach at Paotingfu, and the 
young man gave over his armies to the Generalissimo. Donald 
accompanied Chang on his European trip, and the young man 
had a superlatively good time. Came word that his north¬ 
eastern army was rising against the Generalissimo. Donald 
rushed back to China. The Young Marshal was terrified of 
being left alone in Europe, though he was consoled, the even¬ 
ing Donald left, by at last understanding all the jokes in a 
music hall. He followed Donald home, and the three—- 
Donald, Generalissimo, Young Marshal—began to work to¬ 
gether. I have already described Chang’s first fury with 
Chiang, and how Donald then started to work for Chiang. 
At hrst the Young Marshal, desolate at losing Donald, was to 
share him with the Generalissimo alternate months. 

We approach the Sian epj.sode. The Young Marshal’s 
former Manchuritin troops, known as the Tungpei Army, were 
notv stationed in the north-west. Chiang warily watched the 
Red Army arrive safely in Shensi after the Long March; he 
.sent the Young Marshal’s forces to Sian to engage them when 
the moment w'as propitious. He was perfoi'ming a double 
manceuvre: giving Chang a lough and ticklish job and getting 
ready to attack the Reds once more. But what happened was 
that, instead of fighting the communists, the Young Mar.shal’s 
men began to fraternise with them. Lonely in Sian, without 
Donald (who could alway.s keep him out of trouble), young 
Chang flirted with the Reds. He decided that he liked and 
admired these enemies whom he was supposed to suppress. 
His motive was genuine patriotism. Like T. V. Soong, he 
was disgu.sted with the Generalissimo’s incessant civil wars. 
He wanted to unite the counti'y, not split it asunder. He 
wanted to make it strong-—against Japan. 


R 
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Chiang Kai-shek smelled soon that something was amiss on 
the north-west frontier. He decided to fly to Sian and investi¬ 
gate. 'What occurred then everyone knows. The Young 
Alarshal snatched him. 

Kidnapping ai Sian 

This was one of the most unusual dramas in history. Analo¬ 
gies are misleading and sometimes intellectually fraudulent. 
But consider the seirsation (hat would be aroused if Neville 
Chamberlain, say, tvere kidnapped in a remote part of Ireland 
and held prisoner for thirteen days by 'Uhnston Churchill 
assisted by Jimmy Maxton and the communist party, and was 
rescued at last by Mrs. Chamberlain, Bill Bullitt, and Mon¬ 
tague Noi'inan, while the bigwigs of Westminster sent bomb¬ 
ing planes to blow up everybody. 

The Generalissimo arrived in Sian to dress down the Young 
hfarshal on December 7, 1036. They quarrelled furiously. 
Young Chang said that, far from being in a position to fight 
the Reds, his troops were on the point of joining them. Chinese 
simply refused to fight Chinese any longer. The civil war 
game was up. The Young Marshal pleaded to be given a 
chance to fight Japan. He said in effect to Chiang: ‘You have 
lost a sixth of China without firing a shot. All you do is chase 
and murder peasants.’ The Generalissimo, black and red with 
rage, ordered him to keep his mouth shut and obey orders. 
Why did not the Young Marshal resign his command? This 
is what Donald had suggested. But the Young Marshal said 
he could not resign while the body of his father lay outside 
Chinese soil. He wmuld not resign because he must regain 
Manchuria. 

I must foreshorten drastically the actual events that began 
on December is. Far away in Nanking, Donald had taken an 
hour off to go to the movies. He returned to find a host of 
telephone mes.sages. He rushed to Madame Kung’s house, 
where he found Madame Chiang Kai-shek. They "burst out 
with the shocking news: ‘The Young Fellow has kidnapped 
Kail' Donald asked simply if they were sure that it was the 
Young Marshal who had done the job. If so, he said, it was 
not a regular military mutiny, the Generalissimo was safe. 
Donald then posthaste flew to Sian. 
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What liacl happened at Sian was this. The Generalissimo 
was living outside the city proper. Students were rioting; the 
army was c[uivering with anger and e.Ycitement. This was the 
night oi December n. The Young Marshal ordered the city 
gates locked, and, to save the Generalissimo embarrassment, 
personally headed oil' a crowd going to his villa to demonstrate. 
He prevented what might have been an ugly incident. Then 
he and General Yang Hu-cheng (note well this name), the 
Pacification Commissioner of Shensi province, called on the 
Generalissimo for a final talk and protest against the impend¬ 
ing mobilisation order. Again violent but shadowy words. 
The Generalissimo noted something behind the conversa¬ 
tion; he was surprised at the Young Marshal’s ‘uneasy manner’ 
and ‘apparent distraction of mind’. Young Chang returned 
to Sian with General Yang, apparently beaten. One can 
imagine the turmoil in his brain. It was all over. The 
Generalissimo refused to understand the issue. lie continued 
to rebuke them for not fighting, when fighting was utterly 
impossible. Something drastic had to be done, and at once. 
The Young Marshal almost expired at the decision he had to 
take, ‘Let's arrest the stubborn son-of-a-blank,’ he finally 
blurted out. 

On the 12th Chiang Kai-shek, dressing' at 5.30 a.m., heard 
gunfire. One of his bodyguards rushed in. Mutinyl Chiang 
grabbed his clothes, forgot his false teeth, slipped out of a back 
door, climbed a wall, fell into a moat, and scrambled towards 
escape in the mountains. His small party was surrounded; 
his nephew, a notorious Blue Shirt leader, w^as killed. Chiang 
was captured actually by Captain Sun, a member of the Young 
Marshal’s bodyguard, The scene has Chinese overtones and 
undertones; Captain Sun, almost paralysed at the enormity 
of what he was doing, knelt before him weeping, as he arrested 
him; Chiang shouted, ‘Hold your tongue, you rebels! If you 
want to kill me, kill me right now!’' 

Chiang’s fall injured his back. He was carried to confine¬ 
ment. .Then came that extraordinary series of dialogues be¬ 
tween the Young Marshal and the Generalissimo, captor and 
captive, as a result of which, before long, their roles were 

1 This and most other quotations in this chapter are from General Chiang 
KaUshekf by General and Madame Chiang Kai-shek. 
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reversed. 1 he Generalissimo refused Lo cat, refused to talk, 
refused to listen. He lay like a rock. At one point the Young 
Marshal said to him. ‘If Your Excellency acccpt.s my sugges¬ 
tions I shall obey your orders.’ Chiang replied: 

‘Which are you, iiiy subordinate or rny enemy? If my .subor¬ 
dinate, you should obey my orders. If you are my enemy 
you should kill me without delay. You should choose either 
of these two steps, but say nothing more, for I will not listen 
to you.’ 

At another point the Young Marshal said: 

‘I think you are the only great man of this age, but why 
won’t you yield a little, comply with our requests and lead us 
on in this revolution so that we may achieve something instead 
of your merely sacrificing your life?’ 

To which Chiang was adamant: 

‘If I stand firm and would rather sacrifice my life than 
compromise my principles, I shall be able to maintain my 
integrity till death, and my spirit will live for ever.’ 

The conversation remained on a very superior level, until, 
curtly, Chiang refused to listen any longer. Meantime the 
Young Marshal tvas reading Chiang’s diary: one can imagine 
his thoughts when he found that a few nights before Chiang 
had tsnitten that he had ‘no character’. He then told Chiang 
that he quite agreed with this. Chiang was violently irritated 
when, at last, the Young Marshal—cringing now—dared to 
present a formal list of demands. There were eight points; 

1, Reorganise the National Government. 

SL. End all civil war, and initiate resistance against Japan. 

3. Release the ‘National Salvation’ leaders recently 
arrested in Shanghai. 

4. Pardon all jDolitical prisoners. 

5. Guarantee liberty of assembly. 

6. Give the people a free hand to express themselves 
patriotically. 

7. Carry out the will of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. 

8. Call a conference immediately for ‘national salvation’. 
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These poiiiLs had ijccn put to the Young Marshal by 
tlic communists, tvlio were close in the background, 
though they were actually written by a group of army com- 
mancleis. 

Meantime Donald arrived. Bad weather delayed his flight. 
He greeted the Young Marshal cheerily, and went in to see the 
Generalissimo, whom lie louncl lying on his side in a freezing 
cold room, silent, immobile. Chiang looked up, and saw 
Donald with surpi i.se; he had had no idea that anyone would 
come to rescue him; slowly tears rolled down those iron cheeks. 
Donald persuaded him to move to more comfortable quarters. 
Already Donald had a plan, though he carefully did not dis¬ 
close it. He knew the Young Marshal better than any man in 
the world; he thought he could wean him away from his asso¬ 
ciates, persuade him to ignore his colleagues and release 
Chiang, and then fly them both to safety. 

But it was not too simple. First, Donald had to keep the 
Generalissimo from killing himself. The Chiangs have a 
black terrier, Blackie. The Generalissimo had lost face, and 
wanted to be a martyr. Donald kept whistling. ‘Better one 
live Blackie than a hundred dead lions.’ Second, the Young 
Marshal collap.sed, and kept pleading with Chiang to forgive 
him. No one paid attention. 

In Nanking the strain was terrible. No one had accurate 
information. The Kuomintang generals had to be forcibly 
restrained by Madame Chiang from attempting to crush the 
mutiny by force, which would almost certainly have led to 
Chiang’s death. They did go so far as to bomb Loyang close 
to Sian. They thought the Generalissimo was probably dead 
anyway. They felt that they should make this gesture to his 
memory; some felt too that if they got there first they might 
get his job. Chiang, when he heard that Nanking intended to 
march, was happy, even if it meant his death. The supreme 
effort of Donald and Madame Chiang was not to free Chiang 
from the Young Marshal, which was easy, but to prevent 
the government itself from blustering in and killing every¬ 
body. 

Donald’s own words for Madame’s struggle with the Nanking 
generals—^which is minimised in her book—^is that ’she fought 
on two feet like a man’. 
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He had telephoned her from Loyang. Her account reads: 

‘Fly back to Nanking from Sian,’ I urged him. 

‘No, I’ll stay here,’ he replied. And my last words were; 
‘Then you’ll be killed if I cannot stop the fighting.’ 

‘There may be another way,’ Donald said, ‘but I cannot 
say more.’ 

On the 20th Chiang’s brotlicr-in-law T. V. Soong .started 
for Sian as intermediary. Donald turned to Cliiaiig. One 
star shone in the cold sky. He said: ‘You are a Cliristian. I 
don’t know why God sliould save you, but He is; T'.V. will be 
here to-moiwow.’ Then ‘Jimmy’ Elder, the Young Mar-shal’s 
friend and financial adviser, arrived. It became quite a party. 
On the 22nd, at 4 p.m., arrived Madame Chiang herself. 

The Generalissimo wrote in his compact, stubborn, diary: 

‘I was so surprised to see her that I felt as if I were in a 
dream. 1 had told T. V. more than once the day before that 
my wife must not come to Sian, and when she braved all danger 
to come to the lion’s den I was very much moved and wanted 
to cry. . . . My wife tried her best to be cheerful. ... I 
was very much woiried about her safety. For ten days I have 
already put away all tlioughts about my own safety, but from 
now on 1 shall have to woixy about her. She is so courageous, 
wise, kind, and affectionate. . . .’ 

When Madame Chiang arrived in Sian her poise and pres¬ 
ence of mind were enormous. The Young Mai'shal met her 
at the airport: 

‘I greeted him as I have always done, and when we left 
the plane I asked him quite casually not to let any of his men 
search my baggage, as I disliked having my things messed up. 

‘Oh, Madame, I would never dare to do that,’ he apolo¬ 
getically replied. 

Then she shook hands with General Yang (as if nothing 
whatever had happened), and told the Young Marshal she 
would have tea with them before going in to see the General¬ 
issimo, in order ‘to show that I took him to be a gentleman 
and was quite prepared to put myself in their hands’. But 
she had already given Donald a loaded revolver, ordering him 
to shoot her ‘without hesitation’ if his plan failed. 

Settlement was patched up at last, though the Generalissimo 
signed no documents, and made no promises. The Young 
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Marshal pitiably demanded that he be duly disciplined. Then 
new crisis came. General Yang wanted to know where he 
came in. Everyone else was being nicely taken care of, and 
Yang, a tough customer, did not intend to be the victim, did 
not want his throat cut. He, as the phrase is, ‘hijacked’ the 
kidnapping. He and his men refused to release the General¬ 
issimo, though the plane was ready to carry him back to 
Nanking, with motors warming up. 

This was the must severe crisis of all. It was at this point 
that the communists entered the scene openly. Their inter¬ 
mediary at Sian was Chou En-Iai, whom I described in the 
preceding chapter. When the deadlock was complete Donald 
came to Madame and said, ‘There is a way out, but it is diffi¬ 
cult. Will you and the Generalissimo consent to receive a 
communist?’ Appalling reque.stl General and Madame 
Chiang had not talked to a communist for ten years; they had 
spent a decade chasing communists all over China, their mortal 
enemies. But Madame has good sense. She withstood the 
shock. She recovered her poLse, and agreed to receive Chou 
En-lai. They whittled out a new agreement, and on Christmas 
Day the Generalissimo was released. The final suspense was 
terrific. Everything was in the hands of Yang and Chou 
En-lai. Though she accepted communist aid, Madame still 
must feel uneasy at what happened, because this last struggle 
and compromise is very lightly glossed over in her book. She 
never mentions Chou En-lai. 

The Generalissimo told the Young Marshal—after giving 
him a final lecture—that he need not return to Nanking. 
The Young Marshal insisted on accompanying him, and 
crawled into the cockpit next to the pilot when the plane took 
off. 

Then came an elaborate process of general face-saving. 
Everybody’s Face got scrubbed. The Generalissimo, con¬ 
vinced that he was humiliated, that he had lost his usefulness, 
repeatedly resigned; each time the resignation was refused. 
The Young Marshal begged to be tried, and was; he was re¬ 
moved from his command, ‘pardoned’, and then placed under 
‘disciplinary observation'. For a time he was kept in custody 
near Fenghua, Chiang’s birthplace, and then moved to 
Kiangsi, where, early in 1939, he still was. Fie insisted on 
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talking violently at the ‘trial’: had he not made such provoca¬ 
tive observations, he might have been released. 

As to the communists, they gained enormously from these 
events. The Sian episode convinced the Generalis.sitno that 
civil war was impossible any longer; it opened his eyes to the 
fact that Chinese communists might also be Chinese patriots. 
He is a realist; he could not but be impressed by these 
‘enemies’ tvho had him at last—after ten years!—and then let 
him go. Although Chiang never accepted them officially, the 
Young Marshal’s eight points became the basis of agreement 
and future policy. The communists played their hand, of 
course, with considerable shrewdness. The temptation to get 
rid of Chiang, he who had fought them .so ruthle.ssly, must 
have been tremendous. They withstood it. Mdiat they got 
—instead of Chiang’s head—tvas cessation of civil war, ancl a 
unity of China against Japan, 

As to General Yang, he got £60,000 and a trip around the 
world. 



CHAPTER XV 


COURSE OF THE WAR 


‘Even a Buddha will get angry if slapped in the face often enough.’ 

—Chinese Proverb. 

'Get animal est ti-6s mediant; quand on J’attaque ii se defend.’ 

I N July 1937, the third and greatest Sino-Japanese war began. 

The Japanese struck when they did for several reasons. 
First, China tvas becoming .stronger economically. The cur¬ 
rency was stabilised, and a new central bank operating; Dr. 
Kung was in Europe collecting loan.s, and Chinese industry 
was rising to compete wiih Japanese. Second, Chinese mili¬ 
tary strength and unity were increasing, following Sian and 
the United Front. The Japanese knew that it was now or 
never. Finally, the international situation was propitious, 
with Russia weak. 

The Generalis.simo and Madame Chiang knew that conflict 
was inevitable. Once the civil wars were over, once China 
became united, Japan was bound to strike. But they thought 
that they had one moi'c year for preparation; they anticipated 
assault in 1938, not 1937. They thought that Japan—despite 
the Soviet purges—was still afraid of Russian intervention, 
and that the Japanese financial position would serve to defer 
war another year. They were wrong. But they were not 
caught napping. They fought back—at last. 

The most striking thing about the war as a whole is that, 
altliough Japan fought for one overwhelming purpose, to keep 
China from becoming strong, the war has united what is left 
of China into a more cohesive and effective fighting organism 
than anything known for generations. The Japanese have 
carved out much territory; what remains of China is more 
Chinese than it has ever been before. Japan, by waging war, 
served to produce just what it sought to prevent. 

«65 
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Worms do lurn sometimes. So do dsagnus—even Chinese 
dragons. 

Incidents and Chwnology 

The course ot the war may be sketched in a paragraph or 
two.' The precipitating incident took place at Lukouchiao, 
near the Marco Polo bridge ten miles I'rom Peking, on the 
night ot July 7. Japanese troops of the Tientsin garrison were 
holding night mana'uvres, and one man—a private—disap¬ 
peared. The Japanese decided to teach the bumptious Chin¬ 
ese a lesson. They attacked the Chinese to recover this mi.ssing 
man. Fighting started. Then the lost private reappeared. 
He had been in a brothel apparently. No matter. The in¬ 
cident was a ‘good’ pretext; within twenty-four hours 35,000 
Japanese troops poured through Tientsin towards Peking. 
Everything was ready. Whether this Marco Polo incident of 
1937 was, like the Mukden incident of 1931, made by local 
Japanese officers without knowledge of the Tokyo government, 
is unknown. In any case, the Tokyo government had no clioice 
but to support what the army did. 

Chiang Kai-shek kept his Iiead, He still did not want to 
fight if warfare could be avoided. But he could not hold his 
own people back. This was quite a difl'crent matter from 
Manchuria and Jehol; here China proper—almost its heart— 
was involved. At Kuling, on July 16, he made a speech quite 
unlike any other he had addressed to the Japanese or to his 
own people. He demanded the evacuation of Japanese troops 
from the Peking area. He told the nation that it must fight 
or perish, if the Japane,se did not withdraw. He did not pro¬ 
pose to yield another inch. The Japanese replied by mai'ching 
on Peking itself, which fell, without firing a shot, on July 29, 
1937. Tientsin was taken the next day. 

Then, just as in 1932, fighting recrudesced spontaneously 
in Shanghai. The Chinese were maddened by events in the 
north. And fearing extension of the conflict, the Japanese had 
filled the river with warships. Large numbers of Chinese 
troops drew into the suburban area beyond Shanghai, though 
this was supposed to be demilitarised. A Japanese officer, "in 

^ There is an admirably complete and concise account of the early part 
of the war in T. A. Bisson’s Japan in China. 
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uniEorra, was discovered prowling near the Hiingjao aero¬ 
drome. This mih a dangerous thing to do. He ivas challenged 
by a Chinese sentry, he shot the sentry, and then was shot him¬ 
self. Thi,s was on August 9. Within two days a stream of 
Japanese troop ships was converging on Shanghai. Fighting 
—real fighting—began. 

In 1933 Ghiang Kai-shek had stood aside while the Nine¬ 
teenth Route Army fought. This time he did not do so. Fie 
poured the best of his new' army into the Shanghai area, and 
had there not been some bad stall work, his troops might have 
pushed the hard-pressed Japanese into the sea. The battle 
lasted till November 9. It w'as the biggest battle the world 
had seen since Verdun; Chinese casualties alone are calculated 
at not less than 450,000 in three months. Chinese resistance 
was stubborn, the Japanese attack was violent; the Chinese 
receded, gave up the Shanghai triangle in November, and lost 
Nanking, the national capital, on December 13. There is 
fierce dispute among military folk as to whether Chiaiig, at 
such gigantic cost, should have attempted to hold Nanking. 
His German military mission thought not. Fie decided to 
try to save Nanking, no matter how many men he would lose, 
because of its emotional and historical importance. 

For a long time experts said that the Japanese, by taking 
Nanking, ‘lost the war’. They had the bear—or dragon—by 
the tail; they could not go back, once they were so far inland; 
Chiang enticed them deeper and still deeper into the interior, 
which cost them tremendously in men and yen. They had to 
proceed to an attempt to conquer China. Most good observers 
do not think that, originally, the Japanese planned to attack 
Central China at all. They wanted to nip off the Five North¬ 
ern Provinces once and for ever; they didn’t want a major war 
if a minor one could as easily serve their purpose, So Chiang 
initiated a process of what might be called attrition in reverse; 
he fought, he receded a little, he stood, he receded again, always 
with the object of making any Japanese advance extremely 
expensive. There was one important Chinese forward move¬ 
ment and victory, at Taierchuang in Shantung, in March 
1938. 

The primary Japanese objective during the first half of 1938 
was junction of their northern armies, in the Hopei-Shantung 
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area neai the Yellow River, with their central army in the 
Yangtze Alalley, based on Nanking. This ivas achieved by a 
long battle at Hstuhow, in May. The Jaj)ancsc then gained 
control ol the Luughai railway, the great west-cast Chinese 
railway (built and I'ormerly administered by Belgians, in¬ 
cidentally); they began to push south-westward in a great ex¬ 
panding arc. Hankow, where the Generalissimo moved after 
the loss ol Nanking, fell in October 1938. Chinese troops re¬ 
treated ivest, and took up new positions in Szechwan. The 
guerrillcros, meantime, lought hard in the north, and held 
most ol Shansi. They developed the technic[ue of getting the 
people to rise behind the Japanese front line. 

But in October 1938, the Chinese lost Canton. This was 
a crippling blow, more serious than the loss ol Nanking and 
Hankow together. The great bulk of Chinese munitions had 
come from Flongkong via Canton to Hankow, although the 
Japanese incessantly bombed the raihvay. With Canton gone, 
this route was cut. The Japanese took Canton while Europe 
was recovering from the Munich crisis. The Chinese had not 
bothered to defend it seriously, never dreaming that Japan 
would iiu'ade China so far in the south and so close to Hong¬ 
kong and Kowloon, British territory. But the Japanese de¬ 
cided after Munich that the British no longer had the will—or 
power—to protect what had hitherto been considered their 
vital interests in the Far East. Mr. Chamberlain sold out 
Czechoslovakia at Munich; he very gravely damaged China loo. 

No important battles took place—up to the end of April 1939 
—after the loss of Hankow and the Canton catastrophe. 

T otalitarian Paradox 

I have just mentioned Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s 
German military advisers. Not everything is totalitarian in 
this totalitarian world after all. Germany is Japan’s ally in 
the anti-Comintern Pact, and Japan is engagecl in a death 
struggle with China; one would normally take it for granted 
that Germany would assist Japan in every way. But in Han¬ 
kow I found the amazing spectacle of a variety of Germans 
helping China, the enemy of their ally. What is more, I found 
Rus.sians—aviators mostly—in Hankow also working on the 
Chinese side, fighting in co-operation with Germans against 
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Japan. I blinked. The German mililary mission, the Russian 
aviation mission, were headquartered within a few blocks of 
one another—in the old Japanese concession! To preserve 
diplomatic proprieties, neither Germans nor Russians would 
admit that the others existed, and they never met officially. 

German help to China came in several ways. It was so con¬ 
spicuous when I was in Hankow that young Dr. Trautjnann, 
the son of the German Ambassador to China, arrived from 
Berlin with a German Red Cross unit. The Chinese an¬ 
nounced that £100,000 worth of medical supplies were coming 
to China, donated by German factories and other organisa¬ 
tions. Again, indispensable communications between Chin¬ 
ese cities were—and still are—provided mostly by German 
civil aviation. The Lufthansa Company operates Junker 
planes all over the west and south-west of China. I flew from 
Hong Kong to Hankow and back in a German plane, with a 
German pilot and Chinese radio operator. Again, until the 
fall of Canton, about sixty per cent of all Chinese munitions 
came from—believe it or not—the German Reich. 

Above all, there was the German military mission. This 
followed tradition. In igaS or thereabouts the Generalissimo 
began to import officers from Germany to train his troops, and 
Colonel Max Bauer, General Von Sceckt (former chief of staff 
of the Reichswehr), and General Baron von Falkenhausen, 
were successively in command. There were between sixty 
and seventy German officers in all, most of them retired from 
the Reichswehr, some trained by Ludendorff, and superbly 
competent. Officially they were instructors, and in the first 
months of the war they whipped into shape thirty-one Chinese 
divisions, (500,000 men. Also they were consultants; the 
Generalissimo saw how good their advice was when Nanking 
fell, and thereafter he followed them closely in strategy and 
tactics. German officers helped plan the Chinese victory at 
Taierchuang. 

This exasperated the Japanese. It enraged them that, their 
ally should help their enemy. Tokyo put pressure on Berlin, 
and after months of negotiation the German military mission 
was withdrawn. At about the same time (June 1938), German 
munitions shipments to China were sharply cut. The Luft¬ 
hansa, however, still maintains its aviation service, and a 



INSIDE ASIA 


270 

haricHul of Geiman officei’S of the military mission refused to 
return home, d’hey had signed contracts and sworn loyally to 
China, and, good officers, I hey would not break their word. 
Some were anti-Nazi; they surrendered German citizenship, 
and stayed with Chiang Kai-shek. 

There teas plenty of reason for German interest in China, 
for the long reluctance of Berlin to meet Japane.se wishes. 
Germany does not, it might be said, passionately want Japan 
to conc{uer all of China. The Germans might not mind if 
the Japanese nipped off the Five Northern Provinces, but 
Japanese occupation of China as a whole docs not suit German 
ambitions. First, it might cut down German trade with China, 
which was soaring until the war broke out. Second and con¬ 
versely, in the event of a general European war, or a world war, 
Germany would not like to see Japan weakened by a long and 
indecisive Chinese campaign. 

Outrages and the Panay Episode 

‘The Tokyo Foreign Office asks that the powers in China refrain from any 
action calculated to give misgivings to the Japanese forces. Anything that 
smacks of brute force is distasteful to the sensitive little fellows.’ 

—Howard Brubaker. 

I have mentioned that I have .seen japane.se soldiers, in 
uniform, beat old women in the streets; I have mentioned 
the slaughter in Nanking, when civilians were executed—some 
burned alive, some tied in bundles tmd used for bayonet 
practice—by the thousand. Such things happen in warfare. 
Wars are unpleasant. There has never been a war without 
an atrocity. "^Var itself is the atrocity. But the Japanese make 
war even more horrible than it usually is. Almost everywhere 
they have gone, they have burned, looted, raped, and mur¬ 
dered. 

In Shanghai is one of the most extraordinarily gruesome 
sights in the world. I have never seen anything to approach 
it. Parts of Chapei and Flongkew, where fighting was hottest, 
are in ruins paralleling those of the Western Front in France, 
The Japanese looted this area, which comprises several square 
miles, not merely of furniture, valuables, and household 
possessions, but of every nail, every wdnclow wire, every screw, 
bolt, nut, or key, every infinitesimal piece of metal they 
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could lay hands on. Hou,ses ivere ripped to pieces, then the 
whole region .set on hrc. No one lives in this charred ruin 
now. No one could. The Japanese have, however, main¬ 
tained street lighting; the lighted avenues protrude through 
an area totally black, totally devoid of human life, like 
phosphorescent fingers poking into a gri.sly void. 

What is knoxvn as the Garden Bridge separate.s thi.s Japanese- 
occupied area with one rim of the International Settlement 
proper. Bai bed wire and sandbags protect it. Japanese sen¬ 
tries representing army, navy, and police stand at one end; 
British sentries are at the other. I have seen these tall English¬ 
men go white with rage as the Japanese, a few feet away, kicked 
coolies or slapped old men tvith bamboo poles; they could 
make no protest. The Japanese have life-and-death pow'er 
over anyone in their area. Chinese, pa.ssing the Japanese 
sentries, have to bow ceremoniously, and doff their hats. Yet 
the Japanese—at the same time they may playfully prod a 
man across the bridge with their bayonets—say that they are 
in China to make friends of the Chinese people! 

Lest it be thought that I exaggerate, I append the following 
Reuter dispatch from Shanghai, of date March go, 1938: 

‘Feeling is running high in British military circles here to-day 
as a result of an incident which occurred this morning on a 
bridge over the Soochow Greek. . . . Japanese soldiers set 
upon and beat an old Chinese man who happened to be on the 
bridge, and then threw him over into the water. 

‘I'he whole action was in full view of sentries of the Durhams, 
who were on duty at one end of the bridge. The British 
soldiers, unable to leave their posts, were compelled helplessly 
to watch the old man drown, while the Japanese soldiers 
laughed and cheered,’ 

In Nanking a totally scrupulous American observer, arriving 
in April, saw decapitated bodies o£ Chinese servants still lying 
unburied in British compounds. Nanking was captured in 
mid-December. 

The most famous Japanese outrage was the sinking of 
U. S. gunboat Panay, in the Yangtr.e a few miles above Nank¬ 
ing, on December tg, 1937—a year to a day after the Sian 
kidnapping. Aboard were American diplomatic and other 
officers rescued from beleaguered Nanking; the Panay was 
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escorting three Standard Oil tankers, which piwidc a slight 
imperialist touch. The river had been extremely agitated for 
several days. On the nth Japanese land lorccs fired on a 
British gunboat, the Ladybird, and two British officers went 
a.shore to protest; other British ships, the Scarab and Bcc, were 
attacked, but not sunk. The Japanese officer in command 
near by ivas Colonel Hashimoto, who had organised a sub- 
Fascist party in Japan after he was (temporarily) discharged 
from the army for alleged participation in the 1936 mutiny. 
He said that he got orders from Shanghai to 'clear the Yangtze 
of shipping’. Later it was ‘explained’ that the message reached 
him imperfectly, and that the word ‘enemy’ before ‘shipping’ 
had been omitted. 

At 1.38 p.m. on December 12 the bombardment of the 
Pnnay began. Those aboard had seen Japanese planes circling 
above; they never dreamed, however, that they would be 
bombed. Though American flags were clearly visible, the 
attack continued until 3.54, when the Panay, blasted full of 
holes, finally sank. The Americans tried to beat off the attack 
with machine-gun fire: in other words, actual military engage¬ 
ment between the armed forces of Japan and the United States 
took place. American survivors were machine-gunned as 
they took off in small boats to reach the shore; attacks con¬ 
tinued even after they were on land, hiding in the freezing 
marshes. Extreme heroism was shown by the American com¬ 
mander, Captain J. J. Hughes, who suffered a broken thigh in 
the first bombardment, and by Lieut, A. F, Anders, who suc¬ 
ceeded to the command. Anders, shot in the throat, could not 
talk. He then wrote his orders in chalk on the slanting, blis¬ 
tered deck—until he was shot in the wrist and could not write.' 

The Japanese in Tokyo were lendfied by possible Panay 
repercussions. They took up collections for the survivors, 
and paid on the nail the bill for £443,801 submitted by the 
United States Government. American officials in Tokyo 
tlmught immediately after the incident that suspension of 
diplomatic relations was inevitable. The Japanese had been 

' An Italian journalist was among those killed. He was a good Fascist 
even in death. He is quoted by an Italian comrade as having said that he 
died happy, in the conviction that Russians (!), not Japanese, had killed 
hiiB. This of course is total nonsense, 
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notified by Admiral Yarnell exactly where the Panay was— 
two hours before the attack began. It seemed wanton and 
deliberate. Motive for it wa.s probably Face, plus jumpy 
nerves; the Japanese wanted to show the Chinese that they 
could afford to be contemptuous even of white military power. 

Another famous outrage was the shooting of the British 
Ambassador, Sir Hughe Knatchbull-Hugessen, on August 26. 
It is held, however, that he did not warn the Japanese military 
of his presence on the road that day, as he might have done. 
The Japanese were gunning for Chiang Kai-shek, who did 
pass down the same road a few hours later. 

Three Precepts Which May Be Illusions 

First, a nation of 70,000,000 people cannot conquer a nation 
of 450,000,000. True, maybe. But the proposition becomes 
somewhat dubious if the 70,000,000 are well armed and 
mechanically equipped, and the 450,000,000 are not. You 
cannot fight a machine gun by whistling at it. 

Second, the Chinese always absorb their ‘conquerors’. This 
has been the lesson of history, though the Chinese have lost 
territory by the process. But circumstances to-day are not 
cpiite parallel to those of former centuries. Tlic Japanese are 
mechanised, They have radio. They have aircraft and swift 
means of communication. Moreover, it is small comfort for 
the Chinese to think that in a century or two they may have 
‘absorbed’ the Japanese. To tell a woman whose child has 
been stabbed in the stomach to-day that, in a few hundred 
years, the Japanese will have become Chinese, is invidious to 
say the least. 

Third, the Chinese can retreat indefinitely, draw the Japan¬ 
ese in after them. This is true to a certain point. But, the 
further west the Chinese forces retreat, the greater mechanical 
difficulty they face in communications. There are no rail¬ 
ways in the west, and railways are almost vital. The Chinese 
w^ant to stand before too much is lost. They have had a Boro¬ 
din; one might add that nowadays they need a Borodino. 

The Chinese Position: Supplies 

Advantages to China in the 1939 deadlock are several. First, 
time is on the side of the Chinese, and time is a very important 

s 
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factor. The longer the war goes on, the better it is for China, 
because the standard of living in Japan is depressed every 
month the war continues, while the Chinese can—and do— 
live on the country and fight naked. Second, the Chinese 
army, rebuilt after the Shaughai-Nanking debacle in 1937, 
has improved immeasurably, though it could be still better. 
Third, defence is less expcn.sive than attack. The Japanese 
must win in order to win; the Chinese can, more or less, stand 
par. Fourth, guerrilla warfare, as we know, has played havoc 
with Japanese communications and morale. 

Pei haps the greatest advantage to China is the inordinately 
difficult military and administrative job facing the Japanese. 
The front runs 3,350 miles, and the Japanese are trying to 
hold eleven great provinces, covering at least 800,000 squaie 
miles, and with a population of at least 200,000,000 people. 
China, I heard it said, is like a blanket; the Japanese hold the 
seams, i.e., the canals, the railways, the rivers, the great cities. 
But to hold the seams is not enough. Japan has almost 800,000 
troops below the Wall, and hesitates to increase this vast army, 
the upkeep of which costs money. There are another 350,000 
above the Wall—the K.wantung army of occupation in Man- 
chukuo and Mongolia—which costs money too. 

Disadvantages to China are several also. First, though the 
army has improved greatly, it is by no means a first-class fight¬ 
ing force. Chiang has about 1,500,000 men under arms, but 
only about one-third of them are capable of front-line work. 
The Chinese army is composed largely of provincial levies, 
which differ considerably in quality. Some Kwangsi troops 
have been superb; .some others have not been supei b. Recruits 
do not spring from a well-integrated system of national con¬ 
scription, and they are thrown into the front with insufficient 
training. It is, moreover, exceptionally difficult to weld dif¬ 
ferent provincial units into a compact, cohesive, national force. 
After a battle divisions cannot be reformed of remnants of 
other divisions; troops from different areas may not speak the 
same dialect, may not even eat the same food. The greatest 
military problem in China is to melt and cast these varying 
strains into a single solid ingot. Another point is that the 
Chinese gravely lack aircraft and artillery. 

Second, financial considerations. China has lost all its im- 
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portant seaports, most of its railways; it has lost its richest 
tax-collecting- provinces, and ninety per cent ol the Maritime 
Customs, By arrangement with the British, the Japane.se now 
collect Chinese cu.stoms in the ports they control; technically 
they do not seize the revenue, but merely ‘block’ it in ear¬ 
marked accounts at the Yokohama Specie and other banks. 
But China loses this revenue, and japan has the use of it. 
Almost sixty per cent of Chinese revenue came normally from 
the Maritime Customs. Finally, the Chinese export trade has 
severely suffered, and there is virtually no silver left. One 
talks glibly of the economic drain in Japan. The economic 
drain in China is probably worse. 

Third, the whole matter of supplies. When I was in Han¬ 
kow a man indisputably in a position to know .said that the 
outcome of the war depended on supplies. For this reason 
among others the loss of Canton was so serious, as we have 
seen. The Canton-Hankow line had been the great trough 
for shipment of supplies. Now the Chinese have three routes 
left: 

1. The old caravan route in the north, Sian-Lanchow- 
Urumchi, into the Soviet Union. I have already hinted at its 
difficulties. The route is long; much of it is across desert and 
difficult terrain; when supplies do reach Lanchow or Sian, they 
must be trans-shipped—again overland—to the central front, 
since the Japanese have cut the northern railway. The Chinese 
have now got petrol dumps along this road, and have worked 
heroically to improve it. 

a. The French narrow-gauge railway from Haiphong and 
Flanoi to Kunming (Ynnnanfu), the capital of Yunnan. For 
many months the French held down shipments on this line, 
though they grieved bitterly at the lucrative freight hauls they 
were missing, because the Japanese threatened to seize the 
great Chinese island of Hainan, which lies athwart northern 
Indo-China, if France continued to assist China by keeping 
the line open. Early in 1939 the |apane.se seized I-Iainan any¬ 
way. The French, angry, then opened the line freely to traffic. 
The Japanese tried to exert pressure to close it again, but it 
remains the single most important source of Chinese ship¬ 
ments. It is a technical problem of some difficulty to trans-ship 
arms, once they are in lYinnan, on to Chungking and the front. 
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since there is no railway. Thousands ol coolies, howc\ cr, keep 
the road in good repair. 

3. The new road from Burma (British territory), on the 
other side of Yunnan, to Yunnanfu and Chungking. The 
American Ambassador to China, Nelson T. Johnson, and his 
military attache, Major Janies M. McHugh, traversed this 
route in January 1939, covering the 3,100 miles in a light car 
in thirteen days. Heavy munitions traffic was expected to 
begin promptly. The chief difficulty is tropical rain, which 
may trash out the bridges. 

Finally, one must mention Chinese morale which is, in a 
word, magnificent. China is fighting for self-preservation, 
for national integrity and survival. Against almost inconceiv¬ 
able difficulties, the Chiiie,se have put up a light against the 
better equipped Japanese to make the imagination dance. 
The Japanese thought that the war would be over in three 
months. They knovr now that it may last three more years; 
they are talking of getting rid of the guerrilleros in the north 
'in 1941’. Bombs have brought Jajaan’s menace into remote 
Chinese villages that had scarcely ever heard of Japan. The 
Japanese have deliberately destroyed not less than fifty-four 
universities or seats of learning, burning the libraries, smash¬ 
ing the equipment,’ and refugee students have carried their 
story of renascent nationalism to the remotest parts of the 
interior. Boys in far-off Szechwan have volunteered for the 
national army by the thousands, and have marched barefoot 
to join the united command; in villages buried for generations, 
young men are training with broomsticks, clicering the name 
of Chiang Ivai-shek, preparing to defend their country. 

The Japanese Position 

‘He who rides the tiger may find it difficult to di.sraounl. ... A dragon 
stranded in shallow water furnishes amusement for the shrimps.’ 

—Chinese Proverbs. 

The immediate Japanese aim in 1939 was double. First, 

^ See the London Times, Jan. 3, 1939, for a horrifying account of these 
atrocities against the mind of man. In many instances Japanese aviators 
made raids on distant cities purely to destroy universities and especially 
libraries, whicli often contained irreplaceable material. In every city, the 
Japanese burn the books first. 
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hold Lhc iroiit and consolidate it. Second, exploit the occupied 
areas, .so that China will in ellect be made to pay for its own 
destruction. Ilchind these immediate aims are, of course, 
others: the Japanese want to prevent the unification of China, 
to attack British influence and prestige, and to get something 
out ot the war, to derive concrete benefits to parade before its 
people. 

Point One. The Japanese hold the great north-south rail¬ 
way from Peking to Canton at each end, and at Pfankow in the 
middle. What they want is to gain complete control of this 
railway, so that their armies will have manceuvreability, xrhich 
the Chinese have not. They then hope to entrench imme¬ 
diately in front of this raihvay, and make it their impregnable 
Chinese frontier, above the Yangtze at least. Then, behind 
these entrenchments, they plan to turn baclavards, fight the 
war over again—in reverse—from the railway to the sea, and 
thus licjuicUtc passive resistance, individual terrorism, and 
tlie gucrrilleros. This campaign, it is hoped, will give them 
complete military security. It will lake a long time, since the 
raihvay itsell is by no means entirely taken. What is left of 
China if this plan succeeds will be almost railwayless hinter¬ 
land. The Japanese do not envisage Chinese offensive power 
sullicient to throw them out. The Chinese, be it remembered, 
have very little aircraft, and almost no artillery—the weapons 
which an attacking army needs above all. 

Point Two. Politically the Japanese arc attempting to 
administer the conquered areas by puppet governments, 
which we shall inspect soon, while economically they exploit 
them by several agencies. The new 'China Federal Reserve 
Bank’ has been set up, with capital furnished fifty per cent by 
the Yokohama Specie Bank, though the Japanese barefacedly 
deny that they control it. It issues banknotes, paper yuan con¬ 
vertible into Japanese yen, with xvhich it seeks to drive out 
Chine.se dollars, which by fiat have been reduced forty per 
cent in value. But the Chinese peasants will not sell their 
goods for ytian. What might be called a currency war is in 
progress—especially since Britain and the United States have 
each Irelped to prop up the legitimate Chinese dollar with 
£5,000,000 loans. 

The Japanese—without much success—have tried to suck 
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Chinese dollars, which are backed by silver, out of the pea¬ 
santry. These they sell for foreign exchange, which drives the 
Chinese currency down. So China has imposed a strict cur¬ 
rency control, with British backing. This has infuriated the 
Japanese against the British, even though the British co¬ 
operate with Japan in the new customs regime. Britain, says 
Japan, is the chief factor maintaining Chinese strength, first 
because of its support of Cliinese currency, second because of 
Hong Koug—British territory—-which is the Chinese capital 
so far as finance, supplies, trade, are concerned, as well as a 
perfect home for Chinese officials who go in and out with 
impunity. 

Tivo huge mechanisms of industrial exploitation have been 
set up by Japan in conquered territory, the North China 
Development Company (capital 350,000,000 yen, half of 
which iras contributed by the Japanese Government), and the 
Central China Development Company (capital 1 10,000,000 
yen). Both are under the supervision of the new ‘China Board’ 
in Tokyo, ivhich is controlled by the army and which has 
frozen out the Foreign Office from control of Chinese affairs. 
These companies will attempt to develop electric power in 
China, build up transport, collect crops, manufacture salt, 
explore mineral deposits, and otherwise assimilate the coun¬ 
try. The idea is to transform China into a solid Japanese 
monopoly, with the Open Door shut, and foreign business as 
far as possible excluded. Thus the Yangtze has remained 
closed and Canton has been cut off. The best Chinese weapon 
of resistance to this plan of economic conquest has been the 
‘scorched earth’ policy. Rather than turn over their industries 
to Japan, the retreating Chinese burn the factories if they can¬ 
not move them. The textile mills at Tsing'tao were burned, 
with a loss of $100,000,000 (Chinese). Rather than let the 
Japanese feed on their crops, the Chinese burn the fields. 

The greatest Japanese advantage is that they have command 
of the air, plus good artillery. The greatest danger to the 
Japanese is over-confidence followung the capture of Canton. 
Before Canton they had little ambition to chase Chiang Kai- 
shek beyond Hankow. So long as they entrench along the 
northern railway and the Yangtze, they are in no mifitary 
danger except from guerrilleros. If they over-extend them- 
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selves by attempting to penetrate Yunnan and Szechwan, they 
may meet disaster. 

The Japanese, fighting China, have seemed fairly impres¬ 
sive. But I heard one of the best military men in the east say, 
‘Any first-class European army, even the Italian army, could 
drive the Japanese into the sea in six months.’ 

The material damage caused by the war is all but incal¬ 
culable. About seventy per cent of Chinese industry has been 
destroyed or taken over by the Japanese; industrial damage in 
the Shanghai area alone is stated to be £120,000,000. Above 
and beyond this staggering dislocation is human suffering 
almost without parallel in recent history. I do not mean 
military casualties, which are considerable enough. I mean 
refugees. We have heard oi several kinds of European refu¬ 
gees. In China, in the Shanghai-Nanking area alone, there 
are sixteen million refugees; sixteen million men, women, 
and children have had to flee for their lives, permanently dis¬ 
placed, forced out of their miserable homes, destitute, shat¬ 
tered, starving. 

A final word on western attitudes. Both Britain and the 
U.S.S.R. play roughly the same game, to help the Chinese— 
a little—against the Japanese, in order that Japan shall not 
become too strong. Some observers, how'ever, feel that Britain 
may eventually make an agreement with Japan, whereby 
Japan remains in control at least of North China, in return for 
cessation of the war xvhich is seriously damaging British trade. 
If the war lasts long enough, all foreign powers might derive 
profit from it: defeat of the Japanese would break the power 
of the military in Japan, and perhaps make China a progre.s- 
sive, stable, pacific slate. 

The Trek to the West 

‘The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.’ 

-Lao-tzb, 

By the ‘Trek to the West’ China is attempting to retrieve 
itself. The Long March of the Red Army was a very con¬ 
siderable achievement; 100,000 men crossed China to create 
new life. The Trek to the West is more diffuse, and much 
bigger. Against unbelievable obstacles, pushed from the 
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splintered ruins of their homes, their mangled dead behind, 
penniless, with their lives ruined by the Japanese, several mil¬ 
lion refugees have set out Irom the sea coast and the Yangtze 
provinces, have walked a thousand miles westward, are start¬ 
ing to build a new China in the undeveloped west. Tliis migra¬ 
tion is comparable to nothing except the march to the west in 
American frontier days, and has produced strikingly analogous 
episodes of heroism and endurance, determination and recu¬ 
perative ingenuity and sacrifice. 

Details would demand a whole chapter. The remnants of 
the old universities are consolidating into new institutions of 
learning'. Old railways have been torn up, and the actual rails 
carried by terrible physical labour by patriotic coolies to safety 
in tile west, tvhere they will be used for new railways. Several 
hundred industrial enterpri.scs have been bodily moved, 
machinery and all, and are laboriously being set up and made 
to work in cities hundreds of miles from their original loca¬ 
tion. Netv highways are planned and built. Resource.s— 
especially gold in Szechwan, tin in Yunnan—are being ex¬ 
plored. Rewi Alley, a young Netv Zealander, formerly an 
inspector of factories in the Shanghai International Settle¬ 
ment, has organised the ‘Chinese Industrial Co-operatives’ 
which are beginning to function, partly following initiative 
by Madame Chiang Kai-shek. 

Moving the factories was an heroic undertaking. Difficulties 
were not always technical. One big cotton mill in Hankow 
refused to move, or to make any provision for its several thou¬ 
sand workers after the Japanese occupation. Arrangements 
had to be made in haste, as the Japane.se were closing in on the 
city. The government asked the factory to dismantle its 
machineryc The factory refused. It happened that labour 
conditions were particularly bad in this factory. One morn¬ 
ing at 5 a.ra., Madame Chiang appeared just as the night shift 
was going home, the day shift going on duty. She appealed 
to the workers, and her intervention was so spectacular that 
the factory was forced to move. 

Peace and Deadlock 

When the Japanese captured Nanking in 1937 they thought 
that Chiang Kai-shek, having lost his capital,' would sue for 
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peace. He did not do so, and cautiously the German Ambas¬ 
sador, Dr. Traulmarm, acting as an intermediary for the 
Japanese, presented their ‘peace terms’. Madame Chiang, 
who received him, did no more than glance at the document. 
She said quietly, ‘It is plea.sant to see you again, Mr. Ambas¬ 
sador. Might I ask—how are your charming children?’ There 
was no more talk of peace. 

The Japanese, as noted in Chapter I above, were furious; 
they ‘withdrew recognition’ from Chiang Kai-shek, and from 
that day to this have refu.sed to concede that he exists, except 
to say that they will behead him like a common criminal if 
they catch him. There have been no negotiations between 
Japanese and Chinese since. In December 1938 the Japanese 
announced their peace terms, including (1) Chinese recogni¬ 
tion of Manchukuo and adherence to the Anti-Comintern 
Pact; (a) Inner Mongolia to become a special ‘anti-communist’ 
area; (3) Japanese troops to be stationed in various parts of 
China; (4) Opening up of China—especially Inner Mongolia 
and the Five Northern Provinces—to Japanese development; 
(5) Abolition of the Kuomintang. To this the Chinese made 
no answer; such 'terms' were impossible to answer. In Janu¬ 
ary 1939, however, Madame Chiang announced China’s mini¬ 
mum conditions—peace with honour, which must include the 
territorial integrity of China, administrative sovereignty, and 
'equal treatment’. 

The present position is a complete stalemate, which may 
persist a long time. The Japanese are not strong enough to 
push the Chinese into Tibet; the Chinese are not strong 
enough to push the Japanese into the sea. The Japanese— 
if they maintain their present strength—may follow their 
invention of the concept of Undeclared War by making an Un¬ 
declared Peace. They cannot easily resuscitate the General¬ 
issimo in order to negotiate with him—even if he would 
negotiate on such terms as those above; they may choose instead 
to let the fighting fray ont, hold what they have, and attempt 
to proceed with economic exploitation without calling off the 
war, But they must face the united and regenerated force of 
the Chinese nation. They are fighting a people that have 
never before been permanently beaten. 



CHAPTER XVI 


CHINESE GENERALS AND POLITICIANS 


‘Better a diamond with a flaw than a pebble without,’ 

—Confucius. 

T he Kuomintang (pronounced ‘Gwomihdong’), the single 
political party which rules Chinese China, is now headed 
by Chiang Kai-shek in person. I have sketched briefly its 
origins under Dr. Sun Yat-.sen, who founded it before 1911 
among Chinese political refugees in Japan, and who estab¬ 
lished the Three People’s Principles (nationalism, democracy, 
people's livelihood). ‘Kuo’ means country, ‘min’ means 
people, ‘tang’ means party. The Kuomintang—in theory at 
least—is the supreme authority in China, since it appoints the 
government. It is the Chinese equivalent of totalitarian 
parties elsewhere. 

It differs from other mass parties, however, very widely; in¬ 
deed it is unique among them. First, it stands for democracy 
as one of its three major tenets; it considers itself the repository 
of the ideals of tlie Chinese revolution, which it hopes to deve¬ 
lop gradually: not by a process of crude dictatorship but by 
organic evolution. It is not, like the communist party in 
Russia, a close-packed nucleus of the devout; it is not, like 
the Nazi party in Germany, a mass ballyhoo movement. Al¬ 
though it dominates the Chinese Government, cabinet mini¬ 
sters do not have to belong to it. Anyone who wishes may 
become a member if he has a satisfactory sponsor and record; 
no one is compelled to join. There are no dues, and few 
duties except to memorise the will of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, which 
reads as follows; 

‘For forty years I have devoted myself to the cause of National 
Revolution, the aim of which is to secure for China a position 
of independence and equality among nations. The accumu¬ 
lated experience of these forty years has fully convinced me 
that to attain this goal it is necessary to awaken the mass of 
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our own people and associate ourselves with those peoples of 
the world who treat us on a footing of equality in the common 
struggle. 

‘The Revolution is not yet achieved. Let all my comrades 
follow my writings, “Plans for National Recon,struction,” 
“Fundamentals of National Reconstruction,” “Three Principles 
of the People,” and the Manifesto issued by the First National 
Congress of the Party, and work unceasingly for their consum¬ 
mation. Above all, the convocation of a People’s Convention 
and the abolition of unequal treaties, whicli I have recently 
advocated, should be accomplished with the least possible 
delay. This is my will and behest.’ 

I heard widely varying estimates of Kuomintang member¬ 
ship; most insiders think it has perhaps 100,000 men—hardly 
more—of whom some 20,000 are the active cadre. Member¬ 
ship is semi-secret. There is very little feeling, however, 
between members and non-members, nothing remotely like 
that separating sheep from goats, party members from non- 
party members, in Germany or the Soviet Union. I have 
several times dined with both Kuomintang and non-Kuomin- 
lang men, all laughed together, and even joked about party 
membership. 

The Kuomintang is organised rather like the communist 
party in the U.S.S.R., though its spirit is different in that it 
is not an exclusive party. The highest organ is the Party 
Congress, which meets every two years. This delegates 
authority to two standing committees, the Central Executive 
Committee, which carries out the decisions of the Congress, 
and the Central Supervisory Committee, which has advisory 
powers. From these a smaller group derives, the Central 
Political Council, which handles routine and current business. 
Responsible to these organisations in a closely interlocked 
pattern is the actual Government of China, which is composed 
of five broad councils, or ‘Yuans’. 

The war inevitably led to creation of auxiliary organisations. 
It was urgently necessary to centralise control. Thus the 
Kuomintang appointed a Supreme War Council, and the 
government established a Supreme Council of National 
Defence, of which Generalissimo Chiang is chairman. An 
offshoot of the Supreme Council of National Defence is 
the all-important Military Affairs Commission, which the 
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Genei'alissirao also heads, and which supervises the activity 
of militaiy branches of the Government. 

The Yuan s)stcin ivas invented by Dr. Sun Yal-sen. It Look 
oter Irom Chinese tradition, borrowed ideas from the Soviet 
Union and the \V''cst, and was in general a broad, Iluid series 
of channels thiough which Chinese administration could learn 
to detelop. One .should remember that China never had a 
political party in the western sense of the term until 19ti; 
China became a republic overnight, alter having been a 
decadent empire for centuries. Dr. Sun had to feel his way 
with caution. His whole idea was to prepare the people for 
self-government. China is the only great country in the world 
which has never had an election. It has never had a real 
parliament. 

Of the five yuans which comprise the government the first, 
the Executive Yuan, is the cabinet. We call Dr. II. H. Kung 
the prime minister or premier of China; in Chinese diction 
he is simply chairman of the Executive Yuan oi the National 
Government. It meets every Tuesday morning. Second, 
Legislative Yuan. This is the vestigial legislative body from 
which a true national pardiainent w'as to arise. It is em¬ 
powered to initiate legLslation, but has little actual power. 
Third, Judicial Yuan. This was to create a judicial system 
consonant with the times. Fourth, Examination Yuan. An 
obvious offshoot of the old examination system, it was to build 
up the civil service anew. Fifth, Control or Supervisory 
Yuan, a general overlapping body to correlate activity, super¬ 
intend execution of decisions, and make common plans. 

Politics in China is inveterately pensonal, and personalities 
rather than i.ssues dominate the Kuoiniutang and the Five 
Yuans. The Kuominlang is full of furiously competing 
cliques and counter-cliques, w'hich sometimes merge, then 
separate again. Since the United Front, cliqnism has dim¬ 
inished, perhaps, but at least half a dozen special groups may 
be distinguished. 

1. The National Salvation group. This is dominated by 
Madame Sun Y^at-sen, and is strongly left wing. Groups of 
National Salvationists, especially students, began the revival 
against Japan in the north in 1935, as noted above. This was 
in a sense the origin of the United Front. 
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а. The Cantonese gtoup, also markedly left wing, led by 
Sun Fo, the son of Sun Yat-sen by his first wife. T. V. Soong 
and other strongly anti-Japanese politicians are members of 
this group. For a long time it violently opposed Chiang, since 
it ivanted ces.sation of the civil wars, unity against Japan. 

3. The ‘C. C.’ or ‘Chen Brothers’ group, which for some 
)'cars was the Tammany Hall of the Kuomintang. It is strongly 
on the right; it led the light against the communists, and was 
closely associated with the big merchants, compradores, Chin¬ 
ese bankers and so on in Shanghai and the treaty ports. It has 
diminished in influence lately, partly because the Japanese 
have occupied its strongholds, Kiangsu and Chekiang. Under¬ 
cover work against the United Front, inside the Kuomintang, 
comes mostly from tins ‘C, C.’ group. 

4. The ‘Political Study’ or ‘Political Science’ clique. This 
is very liuid, very personal; it is important, but it is difficult 
to tell what it stands for. Its leader is General Chang Chun, 
a former foreign minister; for a long time it tended towards 
conciliation with Japan, and is still very anti-Red. A gi'eat 
many Chinese politicians, as we shall see, are Japanese-edu¬ 
cated; most of them belong to this ‘Political Science’ group. 

5. The ‘Whampoa’ group, which is composed mostly of 
officers trained by Chiang Kai-shek (and General Bluecher in 
the early days) at the Whampoa military academy near Canton, 
Several are class-mates of officers now with the Red or Eighth 
Route Array, Basically they have been a neutral officers'cadre, 
slightly on the anti-Red side. The leader is the well known 
general Chen Cheng. 

б. The Western Hills group, which had headquarters in 
Peking, and which, is now almost extinct. It was led by Hu 
I-Ian-min, and was violently right wing and reactionary. It 
associated with a pro-Japanese group outside the Kuomin¬ 
tang, the Anfus, from which most Japanese puppets in China 
come. 

These groups, dissimilar as they may seem, have a common 
denominator, in that all have the same single ambition: to 

gain power by being closest to Chiang Kai-shek. 

At this point one shpuld mention the Blue Shifts, 'which are 
in effect Chiang Kai-shek’s oxvn clique, muscle rnen, private 
afniy, GPU, and Gestapo. Something to note; they do not 
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wear blue shiits. I’lie teiiii blue shirt is, in lact, a loose tians- 
latiou oC Lan Yi Shih, which correctly means ‘blue clothes’; 
the name tvas chosen because blue is the national colour, and 
most Chinese wear blue blouses. The organisation began in 
1952, when Chiang’s inlluence over the Kuomintang seemed 
momentarily waning; the party was riven by dissension, and 
he thought he could hold it together—and keep his own power 
—only by the most hard-boiled means. 

The Blue Shirts have lost some of their impoitancc, because 
their main function was to root out and destroy Reds. Since 
the United Front the Reds are not seriously molested, and the 
Blue Shirts—especially with a war going on—have turned to 
other work. A detachment of Blue Shirts went with Chiang 
—as it accompanies him everywhere—to Sian, under the 
supreme Blue Shirt leader Tai Li, one of the most important 
men in China.' There the Young Marshal dared to seize and 
shoot several of them, which caused the organisation to lose 
face severely, and is incidentally one of the reasons why the 
Young Marshal is still in ‘voluntary’ confinement. The Blue 
Shirts won’t let him go. 

The Blue Shirts began frankly as a terrorist seini-Fascist 
organisation. Some members were renegade communists; 
others, in disguise, tvere real communists—Reds inside the 
Blue—who became counter spies, ahd risked not only their 
lives but terrible torture to get inside the Bitte Shirt organisa¬ 
tion. An early Blue Shirt exploit was the murder of Ycng 
Chien, the secretary of the Academia Sinica and a friend of 
Madame Sun Yat-sen’s. For a long lime what remained of 
white terror in China was in Blue Shirt hands. 

The Blue Shirt organi.sation is one of the few really hush- 
hush things in China. Not only arc its present status and 
duties obscure, but it is even denied that it continues to exist. 
All Chinese smile politely when you mention Blue Shirts, and 
change the subject—after looking covertly behind the door. 
Asia Magazine published an article about the Blue Shirts once, 
whereupon Asia was suppressed in China for some months; 
and a high Chinese official in New York demanded that Asia 
retract. He said that the Blue Shirts were a myth. 

^ Unofficially lie is head of the secret police. He was educated, perhaps 
fittingly, in Germany. 
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Finally, a word on secret societies, which at one time flou¬ 
rished in China, though they never had anything like the 
importance ol secret societies, the Black Diagon for instance, 
in j apan. The most important is the Ching-Pang, Blue Society 
or Green Society depending on taste, since Ching means 
literally ‘middle colour’ and can he translated as either blue 
or green. Another is the Hung-Pang, Red Society, The 
Green Society, of which Chiang Kai-shek was a member for 
some years, flourished in the French Concession in Shanghai, 
though the organisation is on a national basis. It was anti¬ 
communist, anti-labour, anti-Japanese; it had patriotic aims, 
an interest in opium, and not too scrupulous methods. For 
years its leader was Chen Chi-mei, the political boss of Shang¬ 
hai and father of the Chen brothers who formed their own 
digue in the Kuomintang, as we have just noted. It was this 
elder Chen who was an early patron of Chiang Kai-shek and 
who started him on the practical road to being Generalissimo. 

Two on the Top 

We have talked of Chiang Kai-shek and the Young Marshal, 
of Madame Chiang and Madame Sun Yat-sen, of Dr. FI. H. 
Kung and T. V. Soong, of the Red leaders Mao Tse-tung and 
Chu Teh. These might be called the eight most important 
individuals in China,' though two more names should belong 
to any dominant list, the Kwangsi generals Pai and Li, These 
eight—or ten—outstanding names are by no means the only 
names in China that count. There are a great many other 
Chinese of important pei'sonal and political distinction. 

From the hierarchical point of view we should begin at the 
top, that is, with the venerable Lin Sen who is President of the 
National Government, Flis importance is nominal; he is 
Kalinin to Molotov and Stalin, or King Victor Emanuel to 
Mussolini. President Lin, a native of Fukien, was born in 
1864; he lived in California for many years, and returned to 
China in igi i to join Sun Yat-sen’s revolution. He has been 
a good Kuomintang wheelhorse ever since, and was elected 
to his present post in reward for a career remarkably free from 
intrigue or ambition. He is a frugal man, who once wore one 

1 Note that five of these eight belong to a single family group. General¬ 
issimo and Madame Chiang, Madame Sun, Dr. Kung, and T. V. Soong. 
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pair ol foreign shoes for five years. The peasants call him 
Lin ‘Hutsu’ (whiskers), because he has a dangling white beard. 
Once tramping up the mountain walk to Chiang’s house in 
Kuling, he sat on a stone bench to rest, and scribbled on it, 
‘Those who have concubines, do not sit.' His salary is f8oo 
(Chinese), or per month. 

A quite dillerent type of man is Sun Fo, known as the 
'Crotvn Prince’. He was born iir Kwangtung in 1891, the only 
child of Sun Yat-sen by his first wife. Tliis old lady is still 
alive, a recluse in Macao (Portuguese territory near Hong 
Kong); the great Doctor divorced her to many the marvellous 
Soong sister now known as Madame Sun Yat-scu. In reality, 
two Madame Sun Yat-sens exist. The elder one, Sun Fo’s 
mother, is a Baptist (the Soongs are Methodist); the old lady 
lives quietly, has no interest in politics, and is a simple, plea¬ 
sant character. 

Sun Fo "went to school for a time in Hawaii, then at the 
University of California and Columbia University. He re¬ 
turned to China in 1917 to assist his father, whose secretary 
he became; later he was mayor of Canton, minister of railways, 
and president of the Legislative Yuan, which posl he held in 
1939. He will, it is assumed, be the next depu ly leader—under 
Chiang Kai-shek—of the Kuomintang. Sun Fo’s allegiance to 
Chiang has been by no means unchequered, however. For a 
brief interval he managed to squeeze him out as prime mini¬ 
ster, and in 1930 was sympathetic to the ‘Noriliern Coalition’ 
which made ivar on him. Sun Fo has always been radical. I le 
wanted to fight the Japanese, not the Reds. He is to-day very 
close to the United Front. In 1938 he made two trips to Mo.s- 
corv, seeking to arrange closer Sino-Sovict co-operation. 

The Japanese dislike Sun Fo intensely, though once—when 
his temporary opposition to Chiang Kai-shek made it necessary 
for him to get out of China quickly—they flew him out. This 
was in 1930. Times change. In October 1938 one of the 
airliners jointly operated by China and an American company 
was shot down by Japanese, and the 14 passengers killed. This 
was one of the very few civil aeroplanes that the Japanese have 
ever attacked; the reason, it is believed, is that they thought 
Sun Fo was a passenger. 

Sun Fo is an intelligent man, pleasant in appearance, rich, 
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cultivated, ambilious. He may go tar. But, like Lin Sen, he 
is not a general; he has no army, and lor this reason it is difficult 
lor him to retain really high office except by the favour of 
others. 


The Ktuangsi Twins 

These aie among the finest and ablest men in China, or for 
that matter anywlicrc. The two Kwangsi generals, Li Tsung- 
jen (pronounced ‘Lee Tsung-ren’) and Pai Chung-hsi (‘Buy 
Joong-shee’) have had such inseparable careers that they are 
usually spoken of together as a joint entity like Hindenburg- 
Ludendorfl; like the Red generals Mao Tse-tung and Chu 
Teh, they are sometimes thought of as actually the same 
person, under the name ‘Li-pai’. They are signally comple¬ 
mentary. Li is a plain man, unpolished; Pai is more sophis¬ 
ticated. Li has been called the iron fist inside Pai’s silk glove. 
Li is older, and remains senior in rank; Pai does more work 
in the field, and is in active command. 

The importance of these two generals is .simple, and may 
be simply expressed. First, they arc the best officers Chiang 
has, Second, their army is incontestably the best in China for 
general operations, better even than the Red Army, which 
specialises in guerrilla warfare. Li and Pai are poor men, in¬ 
tensely honest, hard-working, and patriotic. In 1935, angry 
because Chiang Kai-shek tvas wavering before japan, they 
seceded in their stronghold Kwangsi* and set up a virtually 
independent regime. Immediately after the Marco Polo in¬ 
cident they ofi'ered themselves and their armies to the United 
Command. Pai—who had been Chiang’s indispensable assist¬ 
ant in the early years—flew^ to Nanking; he had not shaken 
hands with the Generalissimo for eight years. Promptly 
Chiang made him chief of stall of the national army, which 
he still is. 

Li Tsung-jen looks like a hard-bitten and husky Mongoloid 
longshoreman. Fie ivas born in 1890, a native of Kwangsi, 
In his early days he was—unusual among Chinese—a gym¬ 
nasium instructor. By 1925 he had joined the revolution, 
and became one of Chiang’s best soldiers. Three things 

* The only province in China with universal conscription, incidentally. 

T 
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distinguished him, as they distinguished Pai, from the old- 
style Chinese military; he was not in the business of feathering 
his own nest, he was not ‘squeezing’ for himsell; he had real 
military training under actual combat conditions; he had a 
firmly integrated political ideal—the unifLcation of China 
against Japan. Good observers call Li ‘the most sincere man 
in China’. 

General Pai Chung-hsi was born in 1893. Like Li, he went 
to the Paoting Military Academy, and promptly joined the 
revolution. He is a Moslem: which gives him special and 
particular importance. During the present war he took a long 
trip through Kansu and the North-West, sounding out Moslem 
opinion and counteracting Japanese propaganda, seeking to 
keep the Mohammedans safe for China in the critical region 
where they control the supply route to the U.S.S.R. lie is 
the only man in China, it is .said, who has dared to counter¬ 
mand Chiang's military orders in the field if he thinks them 
incorrect. Pie is called the best professional strategist in the 
Chinese army. 

I have mentioned in Chapter XI that incredible campaign 
in 1927-8 when Chiang Kai-shek, marching north, performed 
one of the most extraordinary of modern military feats by 
capturing Shanghai, Nanking, Plankow, Peking and thus 
unifying China provi.sionally. Let us not detiact from the 
splendid fixity of vision and organising .skill which directed 
that accomplishment. Let us also say, however, that very 
nearly all the actual fighting was done by Pai and Li. They 
led their hard-bitten and beautifully disciplined southern 
troops into the Chekiang area; Li took Shanghai (with Pai an 
inch behind him), and Pai beat off the northern war lords later; 
together they took the Wuhan cities; Pai got actually beyond 
Peking, the first Chinese in more than a generation to push 
through the Great Wall and reach the borders of Manchuria. 

Pai Chung-hsi has at times attacked the Reds, though he 
winked at their passage through a part of his Kwangsi domain 
during the Long March, in severe conditions. The story is 
told that he once saved the life of Chou En-lai, the communist 
intermediary at Sian, whom he admired. Chou was caught 
in one of Pai’s early purges. Pai knew who he was, though 
Chou had taken another name. Pai arranged to sit in justice 
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on him himself, let him go, and never revealed his identity, 
which if known publicly would have made execution unavoid¬ 
able. 

General Pai thinks that the war will last three more years. 
He said recently that China has supplies ample for that time. 
If Chiang Kai-shek should by .some misfortune be eliminated, 
opinion is general that Pai is overwhelmingly the strongest 
candidate as his military successor. If the Japanese could buy 
off Pai and Li—they have tried hard with no success—China 
might meet disaster. 

Chen Cheng and Chang Chun 

I’hcse two Chinese generals, both of cardinal importance, 
are confusingly similar in name. Arriving in China, I had 
two dominant ambitions; first, interview Gcnerali.ssimo 
Chiang Kai-shek, the Soong family, and the Red Army leaders; 
second, learn to tell Chen Cheng and Chang Chun apart. The 
pronunciation of their names is almost identical. 

General Chen Cheng. We will call him simply Clien. He 
is, I have mentioned, the leader of the Whampoa Olficers group 
in the Kuomintang. He is also former military commander 
of the Plankow area. Minister of Political Training in the 
National Military Council, and ex-minister of war. Pic com¬ 
bines very strongly party affiliations with military strength, 
though he has no army of his own. He was born in 1900 and 
looks unbelievably youthful. The Generalissimo likes him 
extremely, and acted as personal go-between or matchmaker 
for his marriage; he was captured with Chiang at Sian. It is 
generally believed that he has been chosen by the General¬ 
issimo as his political successor. Most people in China would 
say that he was No. s to Chiang in a political sense, as Pai is 
No. s militarily. 

General Chang Chun. We will call him simply Chang. He 
is a former mayor of Greater Shanghai, a former foreign mini¬ 
ster, .secretary general to the Military Council, and at present 
vice president of the Executive Yuan, that is assistant prime 
minister. He is very close to Chiang Kai-shek. They met in 
Japan in 1910, returned to China together to join the revolu¬ 
tion, and have been good friends ever' since. His wife is a 
Christian, PHs tenure as foreign minister (1935-7) was 
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extremely difficult; he was continually pressed by Japan to 
make concessions, while his own people called him pro- 
Japanese. He is anti-Red. 

Four More Chens 

The Chen brothers, leaders of the 'C. C.’ clic^ue in the 
Kuomintang and sons of the old Shanghai millionaire and 
Green Society leader tvho gave Chiang Kai-shek his start, are 
a waning influence nowadays, though for a long time they were 
the party bosses; in the Nanking days the Chen boys really 
ruled the Kuomintang. Chen Kuo-fu, the elder, was born in 
1892, and for a time was in the exchange business in Shanghai; 
he helped finance Chiang Kai-shek, became governor of 
Kiangsu, and is now minister of education. Chen Li-f'ii is 
seven years younger, and is rather effeminate in appearance. 
In Who’s Who in China it is .said that ‘he is the founder of a 
new system of philosophy based on Sun Yat-sen’s teachings 
and set forth in a two-volume work’ that has sold 100,000 
copies. He was the main organiser of Madame Chiang’s New 
Life Movement, the attempt to create an antidote to war- 
lordism in the shape of Y.M.C.A. uplift. Both Chen bi'others, 
as belits party bosses, are public-shy. 

Another Chen, Eugene Chen or Chen Yu-jen, is the furthest 
possible remove from the Chens above. He was born in the 
British West Indies of mixed blood, in 1878, and became world 
famous as foreign minister in Hankow in 1927, the left 
government dominated by Borodin and later overthrown by 
Chiang Kai-shek. Born and educated abroad, he does not 
know the Chinese language well. A violent radical, some¬ 
thing of a bombast, a careerist politician, he is not popular 
these days, though he was reinstated into the Kuomintang in 
July 1938, along with Chou En-lai, Mao Tse-tung, and others 
who had been in the wilderness for long years. Eugene Chen 
has been foreign minister in three different Chinese govern¬ 
ments, but never in the national government since the 
Kuomintang turned right: first in Hankow, then in Canton 
during a short-lived Cantonese independent regime in 1931, 
then in 1934 in Fukien when the radical 19th Route Army 
set up a government there. Chen has one considerable achieve- 
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ment to his credit: he negotiated what is known as the Chen- 
O’Malley Agreement whereby the Eritisli voluntarily gave up 
their concession in Hankow—something it is not always easy 
to persuade the British to do. Chen has several interesting 
children, including a boy. Jack, who is the best political 
cartoonist in China, and a girl, Sylvia, who is a talented dancer. 
He flits in and out of China. Whenever he returns, people 
say that something must be in the wind, since he has great 
reputation as a trouble-shooter. 

Another Chen, and one widely variegated from the rest, is 
Chen Tu-hsiu, born in Anhwei in 1879, who was one of the 
organisers of the communist party in China and its secretary 
general for some years. Later he took a Trotskyist position, 
and was known as tlie chief Trotskyist in China. He is a 
literary man and great scholar, and was educated in France. 
In 1933 he was arrested, and after a sensational trial sentenced 
to fifteen years’ imprisonment. He is said, however, to be well- 
treated in jail, especially since the United Front, because of 
his early services to the literary revival in China and to the 
revolution. 

There are 131 different Chens, Chengs, Chuns, and Chungs 
in the Chinese Who’s Who. Many deserve a word. But we 
must press on. 

Ambassador Dr. Hu Shih 

‘Our armies are now undergoing the hardships and trials of China’s 
Valley Forge.’ 

—Dr. Hu Shih. 

I began this chapter by stating that many more important 
Chinese remain to be discussed; I might have added that 
almost beyond doubt the single most distinguished living 
Chinese, from any point of view not narrowly political, is some¬ 
one so far scarcely mentioned in this book, Dr. Hu Shih (pro¬ 
nounced 'Hoo Shur'), the Chinese Ambassador to the United 
States. It is an impertinence to attempt to compress his life 
in a paragraph or two. I must, however, give the bare facts. 

Charming like almost all Chinese, convivial, graceful, a 
realist. Dr. Hu Shih is father of what is called the Chinese 
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Renaissance, the literary and social movement which came 
after the fall of the Manchus, and which complemented and 
assisted Dr. Sun’s political revolution. As with most great 
movements, its driving line was simple. Dr. Hu had started 
leartiing Chinese when he was three, and knew thousands of 
characters at ten; he remained appalled at the enormous, the 
inconceivable dilliculties and multiplicities of the language. 
So he invented Pai-hua, the simplified tongue I have already 
alluded to. He sought to give his people a simple language 
they could learn easily and understand easily, one they could 
use. Pai-hua spread, as Dr. Hu and his disciples wrote poems 
and philosophies in it, instead of in the intolerably obscure 
and complex Mandarin. This attempt by PIu Shih to simplify 
Chinese may rank historically with the reformation of English 
by Chaucer, or with the replacement of Latin by French in 
Europe after the Middle Ages. 

Hu Shih is one of those extraordinary men starred by for¬ 
tune from the beginning, and endowed with intellectual 
strength of an almost abnormal nature. A man like the 
Christian General, Feng Yu-hsiang, is a physical giant; so, 
literally, Hu Shih is a mental giant—though lie is not a mon¬ 
strosity like Feng, 

He was born in Shanghai in 1891. Flis father was an elderly 
scholar and geographer; his mother, the father’s third wife, 
was much younger, under twenty when he was born. The 
father died when he was three; to his mother he says he owes 
‘everything’. At twelve the youthful prodigy had memorised 
most of the Chinese classics—a feat comparable, say, to 
memorising Shakespeare, Dante, Milton, Lucretius, Racine— 
and sought new intellectual worlds. His family was poor; he 
had to support himself and his mother teaching, and he became 
a iournalist. He got a scholarship for study abroad, and went, 
of all places, to the agricultural school at Cornell University; 
he thought that China might be regenerated by scientific agri¬ 
culture, and decided to become a farmer! He began, how¬ 
ever, to read western political and philosophical works— 
incidentally discovering on reading Darwin that his own name 
meant ‘survival of fittest—and left Cornell for Columbia, 
where he studied philosophy and literature. Here he came 
strongly under the influence of John Dewey. In 1914 he wrote 
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a prize-winning paper on Robert Browning; in 1917 his Ph.D. 
thesis at Columbia was ‘The Development of Logical Method 
in Ancient China’, which promptly became a classic. Hu 
found himself famous—almost. He returned to China, wrote 
vastly (confounding the critics by producing excellent verse in 
the vernacular language), and began to be interested in 
politics. Variously he was professor of philosophy in Peking 
National University, author of an immense work on Chinese 
philosophical history, editor of a weekly political newespaper 
called the Endeavour, an indefatigable lecturer and political 
theorist, and (1927-30), president of the China National Insti¬ 
tute at Woosung. He travelled abroad, wrote twelve volumes 
of collected essays, began a translation of Shakespeare into 
Chinese, published other literary works, edited another maga¬ 
zine known as the Independent Critic, and in 1931 became 
Dean of the School of Literature in Peking University. 
Though he was not a member of the Kuomintang (which in¬ 
deed he had often severely criticised), and though he had 
never held a political post, he was named Chinese Ambassador 
to the Unitecl States in 1937. When the Japanese heard of his 
appointment, they decided to send ‘three’ Japanese Ambassa¬ 
dors to Washington, in order to match his prodigious energy 
and talent. 

Do not think from this .sketch that Dr. Hu is an ivory tower 
type of student, a recluse. On the contrary. Fie is crammed 
wdth enjoyment of life. Fie loves to talk, smoke, have dinner 
parties, meet friends, and is devoted to his family. 

Hu has been called the Voltaire of China. From the age of 
eleven or twelve he set himself against Buddha and mysticism. 
For a long time, however, he flirted with the concept of non¬ 
violence; apparently the necessity to resist Japan blasted it out 
of him. Fie is now the best type of discriminating Chinese 
nationalist. 

China ha.s been particularly rich in her ambassador,s. There 
is Dr. Alfred Sze, who competently represented China at the 
League of Nations, and the learned Dr. C. T. Wang, who was 
Hu Shih’s predecessor at Washington, In London China 
has Quo Tai-chi, one of the most engaging of all Chinese; 
quick-witted, brilliant with humour, an astute and incisive 
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politician. He was once editor of the Poinsylvaninn at the 
University of Pennsylvania, once secretary and publicity 
director to Sun Yat-sen. Pie has been a delegate to the Paris 
peace conference, president of a univervsity, and a vice minister 
of foreign affairs. 

In Paris is the positively mythical Dr. Wellington Koo, who 
—quite aside from his accomplishments in China—has been 
called the most brilliant student in the history of Columbia 
University. He arrived scarcely knowing Engli.sh; in three 
years he had both B.A. and M.A. rvith various honours, and 
found time meantime to run the debating team and edit the 
Columbian and Spectator, two of the university publications. 
His LL.D. (Causa honoris) is from Yale. Koo became Chinese 
minister to the United States at the unearthly age of twenty- 
seven. He brought China into the League—which later let 
China down. His career has been greatly assisted by his com¬ 
petent and beautiful wife. 

The Mysterious Mr. Wang Ching-wei 

There is distorted genius in this man. His name is not 
well known abroad. Until a few months ago he would have 
been on any Chinese list of the dozen most important living 
Chinese. 

When I met Wang Ching-wei I gasped. He is fifty-three; 
he looks twenty-eight, an extraordinarily handsome man, 
slight and supple. Here is one of the fathers of the Chinese 
revolution. He might almost be a schoolboy. 

It is very difficult to write about Wang, because his career 
has been marked by such variegated inconsistencies. He is a 
poet; yet all his life has been pursued by violence. Fie started 
on the extreme left wing; he ended as an implacable Red- 
hunter. He is one of the most disloyal men in history, in 
that his life vis-a-vis Chiang Kai-shek is a cheejuerboard of 
allegiance and repudiation; yet he would say that it was 
Chiang Kai-shek who alternately supported and repudiated 
him. Wang is something of an individualist and egoist—to 
put it mildly. 

Wang Ching-wei was born in Canton, though his family 
came from Chekiang. He finished his education in Japan, 
where he met Dr. Sun and joined his group of exiles. He was 



CHINESE GENERALS AND POLITICIANS 297 

first a voluble journalist and party organiser, and then a 
terrorist. He returned to China, and assisted by his fiancee 
attempted on March 28, 1910, to blow up the Prince Regent 
(father of Henry Pu-yi) by bombing a bridge. Normally he 
would have been beheaded, after torture; the Empress 
Dowager, however, became interested in this young firebrand 
—and his extraordinary good looks—and he was sentenced 
merely to life imprisonment. The collapse of the monarchy 
in 1911 freed him. 

Wang promptly went to Canton, rejoined Sun Yat-sen, and 
was his chief assistant until Sun’s death. It is quite clear that 
the great Doctor intended Wang to be his political successor, 
whereas Chiang Kai-shek was scheduled for military leader¬ 
ship; Wang himself wrote Sun’s last will and testament. At 
this time Wang was emphatically on the left; he ivas chair¬ 
man of the leftist government at Hankow in 1937, though 
obscured by Eugene Chen and Borodin. 

Came the split. Wang went to exile in France to think it 
over. Gradually he turned right, and finally joined Chiang. 
Tltcy had their ups and downs. In 1930 he joined the Nor¬ 
thern Coalition to fight Chiang openly. More exile. He re¬ 
turned, re-entered the fold, and with Chiang's connivance 
became—prime minister. The Generali.ssimo, surpassingly 
long-minded and wily, needed Wang to unify the party. He 
himself receded temporarily into the background. In 1935 
Wang was shot by an assailant who disguised himself as a news¬ 
paper photographer, with a revolver ingeniously concealed in 
Ills camera. He was terribly wounded, but recovered. The 
motive for the shooting is obscure, and is still, four years later, 
being investigated. Wang had had a right period, and 
seemed to be settling back to a middle leftist course. Both 
rights and lefts had reason to hate him. Patriots said that 
he was inordinately pro-Japanese. But possibly he was pro- 
Japancse on Chiang’s order; possibly the Generalissimo was 
.shrewdly using him to buy off Japane.se attack. The Blue 
Shirts hated Wang too. 

Wang went abroad and stayed away until the Sian kidnap¬ 
ping. He rushed back to China, still a great influence in the 
party, and now leader of a special group known as the ‘Re- 
organisationists’. In 1937 he was made deputy leader of the 
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Kuomintang under Chiang. Yet insiders felt that he was sym¬ 
pathetic to the Japanese. Chiang, however, still liad use lor 
him. But in December 1938 came another—and major— 
shift. He jumped right out of China. He bolted suddenly 
“ after the capture of Canton. He lied to Hong Kong and then 
Indo-China. 

Wang’s poems have been issued in English translation.' 
They have great colour and feeling for nature. Samples; 

The quiet lake gleams as if covered with snow, 

And lovelier than snow appear the plum flowers; 

Endlessly the track winds among the hills, 

Scarcely have I finished my song before a subtle 
fragrance comes this way in the breeze. 

And one called ‘Arising at Dawn’; 

How ravishing is the morning air above this quiet vale, 

Fresh as early autumn and soft as spring; 

The fading moon looks at the vanishing stars, 

On these bowers of jade no dust can ever settle. 

When in China Wang likes to live in hi.s big house in 
Shanghai. He is rich, but not ostentatious. He has six chil¬ 
dren; he likes bean milk; he is kind to his servants; everyone 
in the house must retire at 10 p.m. promptly, and rise at six; 
he is an athei.st, but has built a small Buddhist temple in 
the garden for his mother-in-law; the house contains an ela¬ 
borate .system of alarms, sirens, searchlights, and electrically 
charged barbed wire entanglements. 

The Generalissimo was in Sian inspecting the front with 
Madame and Donald on Christmas Eve 1938—two years to a 
day after their release—when they heard of Wang’s last defec¬ 
tion. Previously their suspicions were aroused. Wang had 
seen the Generalissimo in Chungking on the 18th, and said he 
was going to Chengtu to make a speech. Then came a tele¬ 
gram from the governor of Yunnan stating that Wang had 
arrived there by plane, and was talking about peace, ‘Do you 
know anything about this?* the Yunnan governor telegraphed 
the Generalissimo, who replied that peace on the recent terms 
enunciated by Japan was utterly impossible, and that Wang 

^ Poems of Wang Ching-wei, translated into English by Seyuan Shu. 
London, Allen and Unwin, 1938. 
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had no aulhority to discuss peace terms. Then the Generalis¬ 
simo heard that Wang was outside China. He told Donald to 
pick up the phone, and notify the American and British 
embassies in Chungking that Wang was disavowed. 

Next—a wonderiul Chiang Kai-shek touch—he telegraphed 
Wang suggesting that he return freely to China as soon as he 
had recovered Irom the sudden 'illness' that had taken him 
away. 

Others were not so forgiving. In the Press Wang was called 
a traitor, 'a piece of rotten meat’, and an ‘undesirable horse’. 
On New Year’s Day the Kuomintang, meeting in special ses¬ 
sion, expelled him and deprived him of all his posts, 

Chiang Kai-shek, with his prodigious instinct never to be 
finally quit of an enemy, on the chance that some day, some 
xvay, he might become useful again, was content to let Wang 
keep what miserable face he had left. Not so some young 
Chinese dircct-actionists. They follow’cd Wang to French 
Indo-China, and on March 20,1939, shoi him. Again—endur¬ 
ing man, with indomitable vitality—he survived his wounds. 

Later, in May, it was reported that the ubiquitous Japanese 
General Doihara had arrived in the south to prevail upon 
Wang to head a coalescence of Japanese puppet governments 
in China. The story sounds too facile, but may be true. 

Final unpleasant touch. The great city Changsha, capital 
of Hunan, was destroyed by fire late in 1938, following a 
panicky rumour that Japanese troops were just outside the 
city. (As a matter of fact, they were ninety miles away, and 
still have not captured it.) Wang, it is said, took advantage 
of this conflagration—stupidly made by precipitous scorched- 
earthers—to urge a Kuomintang split. He accused the com¬ 
munists of responsibility for the fire, though Chou En-lai, who 
was there, almost perished in it. Now the communists say 
that Wang’s men may have had something to do with this 
disastrous fire—60,000 houses were burned and hundreds of 
men died—-themselves. 

Another Wang 

There are several million Wangs in China; there are several 
hundred Wangs in the Chinese Who’s Who: Let us mention 

^ Exactly as in the American Who’s Who there are 281 Smiths. 
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one more, who is utterly unlike Wang Ching-wei, althougli 
his name is very similar—Wang Chung-hui, the minister for 
Foreign Ahairs in the National Government. A scrupulously 
devoted public servant, his record goes back a long way. Flis 
career has been mostly in law. He went to Yale, translated the 
German Civil Code into English, co-edited the journal ol the 
American Bar Association, progressed to England, was called 
to the Bar ol the Inner Temple. He was several times Chinese 
minister ol justice, and for some years served on the Permanent 
Court of International Justice at the Hague. 

Dr. W^ang is an intensely .shy man, a trifle bowed, with a 
passion for detail and great love for his work. As wartime 
foreign minister he has not, unfortunately, had a great deal 
of attractive work to do. 

A Brace of Ho’s 

General Ho Ying-chin is minister of war. His importance 
is largely titular. I have heard him described as a jellyfish. 
He was born in Kweichow, in the far south-west, in 1889; his 
courtesy name has charm—Chin-chin. He is another of the 
group of early friends of Dr. Sun educated in Japan; his record 
of military activity is long, and he is conspicuous in having 
never once swerved in loyalty to Chiang Kai-shek, For some 
years, a member of the ‘Political Science’ clique of the Kuomin- 
tang, he wanted conciliation with Japan; it was he who, as 
minister of war, signed the Ho-Umedzu Agreement opening 
up part of North China to Japanese penetration. But, obey¬ 
ing Chiang Kai-shek who at that time was following an appar¬ 
ently pro-Japanese policy, he had no choice. Fie tvas the leader 
of the Nanking gi'otip which most strenuously wanted to rescue 
Chiang from the Sian kidnappers by force of arms. 

Another Ho is General Ho Chien, ex-governor of Hunan, 
and minister of the interior. He was born in Hunan in 1887, 
and has literary pretensions; he is the author of a book called 
The Five Humarj Relationships and the Eight Virtues. For 
some years General Ho Chien was commander-in-chief of the 
First Route Army of Communist Suppression Forces; as such 
he was the most merciless of all the anti-Red generals; the com¬ 
munists say that in his native province alone he caused to be 
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executed not less than 30,000 people. He has one of the 
cruellest faces I have ever seen. 

The Capone of Shanghai 

This is an engaging rufhan. I have heard him called ‘the 
most interesting man’ in China, He is variously known as 
Dou Yung, Doli Yu-seng, Tu Yueh-sheng, and Tu Tuh-hseng; 
he was for years the opium boss of Shanghai, and built up a 
colossal fortune from the narcotic traffic. He is in his late 
forties, and was a potato vendor by origin. He has, of course, 
lived down his salad days; his occupation is officially given as 
‘banker and public welfare worker’, which is indeed correct, 
since he is president of a very important local bank, the Tung 
Wai Bank, and is a director of the Bank of China; moreover, 
he went into philanthropic work quite seriously, and was the 
efficient—and strongly anti-Japanese—head of the Shanghai 
Civic Association for some years. 

Tu (or Dou) ‘muscled into’ the opium traffic in the early 
days, and became a powerful leader of the Green Society. He 
inevitably turned to politics. All patriotic revolutionary 
organisatiotts arc, in effect, secret societies which at the proper 
time become public societies. This is true of the communist 
party in Russir the Fascist party in Italy; and it was almost 
true of Tu’s Ching-Pang. Tu rendered considerable service to 
Chiang Kai-shek, then also a Green Society man, and he is one 
of the few men whom the Generalissimo listens to attentively. 
With the Chen brothers who at that time bossed the Kuomin- 
tang, Tu is supposed to have been the intermediary between 
Chiang and the local bankers when Chiang turned left to 
right. Some 5,000 Red workers were killed in Shanghai as 
a result in the next few weeks. 

Tu’s headquarters are in the French Concession in Shang¬ 
hai, on the rue Doumer; his house, hidden behind a high stone 
wall, adjoins a charming garden containing a small shrine. 
He is perfectly ‘respectable’ to-day and patriotic. Not only 
is he a banker and philanthropist; he controls newspapers (he 
is managing-director of the China Press and China Times, for 
instance), electricity plants, produce marts, and mills. 

Doubtless the story is apocryphal, but in his early days it 
was said that Tu was strongly displeased at a very high official 
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indeed oi the national government, who was so tactless as to 
interfere with the narcotic trade. The high official found a 
large, handsome coffin delivered to his door one morning. He 
reformed. 

Late in 1938 Tti moved to Hong Kong. The French authori¬ 
ties thought that he was so conspicuous helping Chinese refu¬ 
gees that his continued presence in Shanghai might provoke an 
’incident’. Tu has the reputation of fairly eating Japanese for 
breakfast. 

Assorted Generals 

Until Canton was taken by Japan the governor of Kwang- 
tung was one of Chiang Kai-shek’s ablest subordinates, General 
Wu Te-chen, a big strapping man with a friendly smile, 
attentive and alert, and one of the most attractive personalities 
in China. Responsibility for the loss of Canton was not his. 
He learned English, which he speaks with a fantastic accent, 
in Honolulu; one of his sons is a .student at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. General Wu tvas born in 1888, and 
joined the revolution in 1911. For some years he was Chiang 
Kai-shek’s chief of police, and then the competent mayor of 
Shanghai. With infinite patience and tenacity, he withstood 
the early assault of Japanese surliness, truculence and provoca¬ 
tion in the Shanghai area. General Wu is supposed to have 
been the intermediary who persuaded the Young Marshal to 
join forces with the national government after the death of 
Chang Tso-lin. 

Attached to Wu’s staff—Wu i.s now fighting in the field— 
is one of the most picturesque of foreigners who have devoted 
their lives to China, General Morris Cohen, a massive Eng¬ 
lishman who was for many years Sun Yat-sen’s chief aide-de- 
camp and bodyguard. He now performs the same service for 
General Wu. 

General Sung Cheh-yuan, a Shantung man of the old war 
lord type, who was originally one of Christian General Feng’s 
army commanders, was chairman of the Hopei-Chahar Poli¬ 
tical Council. As such, he was adjudged responsible for the 
loss of Peking and Tientsin in 1937, removed from his 
command. He was never, however, as is sometimes said, a 
Japanese puppet; he had the thankless job of trying to keep 
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the Japanese in check, while officially serving Chiang Kai- 
shek. His main policy was to try to outmanoeuvre the Jap.mese 
by wilful delay; hi.s weakness was that he never knew if Chiang 
would back him up. He was conveniently—or inconveniently 
depending on the point of view—not in Peking when the war 
started, but visiting the graves of his ancestors in Shantung. 

An attractive character is General Tsai Ting-kai, the com¬ 
mander of the Nineteenth Route Army which defended 
Shanghai in 1932.' Pie fought like a tiger. A strong left¬ 
winger, he then collected remnants of his demolished force, 
retreated to Fukien, and in 1934 set up a short-lived independ¬ 
ent regime there, with Eugene Chen as foreign minister. By 
using air power, the Generalissimo crushed it. Tsai Ting-kai 
was in hospital with a broken leg when the 1937 war came. 
Promptly, like his Kwangsi friends Pai and Li, he offered his 
services to Chiang when it appeared finally that the Generalis¬ 
simo was going to resist Japan, 

Another fighting general is Chang Fah-kwci, known as ‘Old 
Ironsides’ for his defence of Pootung in 1937. He w'as for a 
long time military boss of Chekiang, and one of the Generalis- 
.simo’s best men. He has considerable political strength, 
which derived partly from his close association with overseas 
Chinese; he lived for some time in the United States. He is 
to-day army commander in Kwangtung, in charge of counter- 
operations to regain Canton, after a period directing the 
guerrilla struggle in the Shanghai area. Fie is a member of 
the Central Supervisory Committee of the Kiiomintang. 

Cabinet Officers and Politicians 

An exceptionally able official. Dr. Oong (also Wong and 
Oung) Wen-hao, is minister of national economy. He repre¬ 
sents a new and healthy trend, that of disinterested ciidlian 
experts giving up private life to join the government, thus 

^ This famous army, a Cantonese force, happened to be in the Shanghai 
neighbourhood in 1932 for a curious and very Chinese reason. Chiang 
Kai-shek had just arrested one of the early Kuomintang fomiders, 
Hu Han-min. GivH war loomed. Chiang released Hu at last, with the 
understanding that the Cantonese army should be near by to watch him. 
So the 19th Route Army drifted north. When the war began, an excellent 
force, it fought, One reason why Chiang did not support it was jealousy 
both of Hu and the Cantonese. 
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helping to form a new administrative cadre. A geologist by 
profession and a graduate of the University of Louvain, Dr. 
Oong was once a university president; he left academic life to 
become a mining engineer. He is one of the best men in 
China. Largely through his efforts the immense transplanta¬ 
tion of Chinese industry to the west got under way. Dr Oong 
and his staff bodily moved not less than 138 factories by the 
end of 1938, including sixty-four machine shops, eighteen elec¬ 
trical plants, nventy-two chemical plants, five glass factories, 
seven cotton mills, ttvelve printing plants, four dockyards, four 
other plants. This was a literally stupendous undertaking. 
The total weight of the machinery moved and transplanted 
on coolie back for hundreds of miles was 24,919 tons. 

In a similar category is the minister of communications, 
Chang Kia-ngau. A banker by profession and for years the 
managing-director of the Bank of China (he was sometimes 
called the ‘best banker in China’), he had been outside politics 
until 1936, and even now is not a member of the Kuomintang, 
though he holds one of the most important government posts. 
He was the first high official I met in Hankow; I was impressed 
by the acute sense he gave of technical expertness putting 
itself at the disposal of the government. Oong, just mentioned 
above, and Chang Kia-ngau re,scmble in a way the great in¬ 
dustrial chieftains like Bernard Baruch who were mobilised 
for government service in the United States in 1917. His 
importance is considerable, as is tire mot'ement he represents. 

Attached to the Executive Yuan, though not actual cabinet 
ministers, are a group of officials with special departments. 
Head of the Anti-Opium Commission is Kan Nai-kuang, a 
journalist, writer, and professor of political science. Mon¬ 
golian and Tibetan affairs are managed by General Wii 
Chung-hsin, who was formerly governor of Kweichow. Chair¬ 
man of the Famine Relief Commission is Hsu Shih-ying, once 
Ambassador to Japan; a small man, weighing under a hundred 
pounds, his province includes the immense task of refugee 
relief. He is a former supreme court justice and prime 
minister. Overseas affairs are handled by Chen Shu-jen, 
educated in Japan and formerly an adherent of Wang 
Ching'-wei. 

The chairman of the second yuan, the Legislative Yuan, is, 
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as we know, Sun Fo. Chairman of the Judicial Yuan is Chu 
Cheng, a graduate of a Japanese law college, who has a long 
record of Kuomintang seivice; he is a veteran, one of the old 
Sun Yat-sen followers. The Examination Yuan is headed by 
Tai Chi-tao, a scholar born in 1890, w'ho wrote poems when 
he was nine years old. He was a revolutionist at sixteen, and 
is a Buddhist and a vegetarian. Yu Yu-jen is chairman of the 
Control Yuan; he was born in Shensi, educated in a French 
school, and a journalist who joined the revolution in 1911. 
He has the longest beard in China, and is one of the elders of 
the movement. 

The present secretary-general of the Kuomintang, who can 
make of his post an extremely important job, is a younger 
and more active figure, Chu Chia-hua, formerly minister of 
communications. Born in Chekiang in 189a, Chu is a Ph.D. 
fi’om the University of Beidin, and was for some years pro¬ 
fessor of physics at Peking University, then president of Chung 
Shan University at Canton, then minister of education. A 
graceful, sensitive, accomplished man, he represents a new 
type of Kuomintang party boss. 

Parties Outside the Kuomintang 

Until the war these were not permitted to exist. Then came 
the United Front with the communists, and concurrently 
Chiang Kai-shek performed one of his typical all-sides-of-the- 
fence manoeuvres by suddenly recognising the legality of a 
miniscule National Socialist group, led by Carson Chang. 
This Chang was born in Kiang.su in 1886, and describes him¬ 
self as jurist, author, and lecturer; he studied in Japan and 
Germany, and has written a book Social Democracy m the 
New Germany. His semi-Fascist party is supposed to have 
10,000 members. When he was ‘recognised’ by the Generalis¬ 
simo in April iggS, he announced his fidelity to the Three 
People’s Principles, and pledged himself to resist Japan. He 
has fiercely attacked the United Front, however, and early in 
1939 demanded that the Red government in Shensi give up 
its semi-autonomy. 

The Chinese Youth Party, led by Tso Hsun-sun, a forty-six- 
year-old native of Hunan, who was educated in France, is also 
theoretically independent of the Kuomintang. It was founded 

u 
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by nationalist refugees in Paris, and has little concrete im¬ 
portance. It is very left wing, and seems to be vaguely 
Trotskyist; it does not officially belong to the United Front. 
In April 1938, Chiang Kai-shek permitted it to come up from 
undergi'ound and establish itself as a legal organisation. One 
thing cannot be denied about the Generalissimo: sooner or 
later, he takes everybody in. 



CHAPTER XVII 


WAR LORDS AND PUPPETS 


‘China is the greatest mystifying and stupefying fact in the modern world, 
and that not only because of her age or her geographical greatness. . . 

—Lm Yu-tang. 

T he Chinese, reasonable people, are easier to understand 
than the Japanese, who are mystics, or the Indians, who 
are crushed in a perplexing way between mysticism and the 
British Empire. A puzzling old-time Chinese phenomenon 
was that of warlordism. If the Chinese are paciiists, why did 
they have so many civil wars? If they are reasonable, why 
did they let war lords flourish? 

One could write at considerable length about the great war 
lords. I shall not do so, despite great temptation. First, it is 
time to be getting on; this book is hall done, and still W'e have 
covered only Japan and China. Second, warlordism is a de¬ 
clining phenomenon. The expanding strength o£ Chinese 
nationalism has swallowed and almost digested it. No war 
lord to-day plays remotely the role that Chang Tso-lin once 
did, or even Wu Pei-Iu in his blazing days. 

In simple fact the war lords were not war lords at all. They 
were political bosses who gained control of large provinces and 
milked them. They were really Land Lords. They did not 
light often; when they did, the wars were—with one notable 
exception, the Northern war against Chiang Kai-shek in 1930 
—^tame afl'airs. Very little actual fighting took place, and 
then only between professional retainers, whose object was 
that of bullfighters—to come close to danger without getting 
hurt. The people seldom had anything to do with it. As a 
rule wars were concluded by financial arrangement, not by 
combat in the field. The agent of one war lord would buy 
off the troops of the other in a monetary flanking operation. 
The war lord epoch was roughly 1916 to 1957* when 
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Chiang-’s unificadon of China got under way. The phe¬ 
nomenon derived from the break-up of the Manchu Empire 
and the temporary incapacity of the young republic. The old 
dynasty collapsed, the old viceroys fell, and ambitious soldiers 
and officials recruited armies out of bandits ( — unemployed 
soldiers) and gi-abbed what tei'ritory they could. Breakdown 
of authority produced get-rich-c[uick-ism on a fantastic scale. 

I confine myself to six war lords, three dead and three alive. 
Let us begin with those alive, Wu Pei-fu, Feng Yu-lisiang, and 
Yen Hsi-shan. 


The Philosopher Marshal 

He is a very considerable gentleman indeed. Marshal Wu 
Pei-fu, born in Shantung in 1878, in retirement since Chiang 
Kai-shek slapped him out of politics ten years ago, was edu¬ 
cated to be an officer, served in the Manchu army, and gave his 
services to the struggling republic. Fie did not, however, see 
eye to eye wtih Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the Cantonese, and from 
1920 to 1924—after campaigns and vicissitudes too compli¬ 
cated to mention—asserted himself as national leader in 
Peking, At that time many people thought that Marshal Wu, 
not southerners like Chiang Kai-shek who at that time were 
scarcely heard of, would dominate China during the next 
generation. In 1924 he was ousted from Peking by General 
Feng, the turbulent Christian General who had been his sub¬ 
ordinate; he spent two years in retirement in a monastery, and 
returned fitfully to influence in 1927. When the Flopei- 
Chahar Political Council was organised, he took a nominal 
post as special adviser, and received a salary which came from 
Chiang Kai-.shek’s Nanking government; but he never de¬ 
clared formal allegiance to the Generalissimo. He is almost 
certainly the best known Chinese outside the Chiang Kai-shek 
fold. Therefore the Japanese made tremendous efforts to 
procure him as their chief puppet in China. They besieged 
him with every compliment and artifice. Late in 1938 reports 
said that he had succumbed to the Japanese proposal, but by 
May 1939 he had not confirmed this by taking office. For a 
long time he stated that, rather than work for the Japanese, 
he would climb into his coffin. He has something of a sense 
of humour; when first approached by General Doihara and 
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the Japanese, he said lie would be delighted to head their 
‘Chinese’ gen cniraent if (i) all Japanese troops left China, and 
(a) Chiang Kai-shek gave permission. The Japanese were 
wild. 

W'u Pei-fu has courage; he is one of the very few war lords 
who, in their t'arious complicated dodging in and out of power, 
always stayed in China proper; he never took refuge, as would 
have been ea.sy, in Japan or a foreign settlement. He is sup¬ 
posed to be very superstitious; during his retirement in 
Tientsin lie w'orked on a commentary on the Chinese classics 
in a room scribbled tvith cabalistic charms. He has cared little 
for money; unlike most war lords, he never looted the country¬ 
side, starved the peasants. Again unlike most war lords (Feng 
is another exception) he has only one wife. He is a modest 
man, tvith only one conspicuous ostentation: a private spittoon 
bearer tvho follows liim tvherever he goes. 

One of Wu Pei-fu’s poems, written after defeat in battle: 

‘The cold wind from the West stirs my old battle cloak, 

To look upon the bloodstain on the cloak brings sorrow to 
my heart, 

My only possessions now are my loyal heart and brave soul. 

Tliese will be with me for ever, despite the ice and snow of 
the present situation.’* 

Marshal Wii is unusual among war lords—among most 
Chinese for that matter—for his appearance. He has reddish 
hair, and pale brown eyes. Bertrand Russell tells a story that 
indicates his special quality. He won a battle, but it took 
place in the rain, which was considered unorthodox. Promptly 
the Marshal informed his adversary that he would give up his 
gains, revert to his former line, and fight the battle over again 
in sunshine. 

The old Marshal, without exaggeration, is said to be one of 
the most learned Chinese of his time; he has had a fine scho¬ 
lastic record since the age of eleven. 

The Christian General 

General Feng Yu-h.siang (pronounced ‘Fung You-shahng’), 
is sterner stuff. This sprawling hulk of a man—he is six feet 
four, shaped like a pyramid, with a melon-sized head—is 

* Qiioted in J, Hampden Jackson’s Post War World, p. agg. 
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as tApifal .1 Ciiinesc peasant-soldier as is Wu Pei-i’u (with 
whom he has had an exceedingly complicated relationship) a 
scholar-soldier. Feng is out ol the soil. He is ol the earth 
earth y. 

He tvears peasant clothes, and looks like a coolie projected 
to monstrous size. He never wears olHcer’s uniform, and likes 
a wide sLratv hat (size ten) rvhich he ties under his neck with 
a string. He eats only the simplest food, and cares nothing 
for either intellectual or phy.sical luxuries. He has never eaten 
delicacies like sharks’ fins in his life. Once Chiaiig Kai-shek 
sent his limousine to bring him to dinner, Feng scorned the 
limousine, and drove up to Chiang’s headquarters sitting 
next to the chauffeur of the rough truck used by his body¬ 
guards. When he first came to Nanking as minister of war, 
he refused to live in the headquarters provided him, but took 
a mud hut near by. Once an American newspaper man came 
to interviets' him. Feng sat in the courtyard with his soldiers, 
squatting on the ground in his underwear, chewing water¬ 
melon seeds. 

Feng is a Christian, and leads an exemplary personal life. 
FI is young Christian wife, who was secretary of the Peking 
Y.M.G.A., is his constant companion. Once she prevailed 
upon him to address the chapel in the Peking Union Medical 
College; the authorities were somewhat shocked that, arriving, 
he brought f'ottr bodyguards who mounted machine-guns on 
the stage, and stood watch beside them. 

Feng exhorts his troops with Christian sermons before every 
battle; they march into action .singing ‘Onward Christian 
Soldiers’. It is not, however, true—as is almost everywhere 
said—that he baptised his troops wholesale with a fii'ehose. 
The story originated when an American newspaper man re¬ 
marked to Dwight L. Edwards of the Y.M.C.A. that Feng could 
more easily baptise a large contingent of troops whom he had 
jusl ‘converted’, if he used a firehose. Feng became a Christian, 
it is thought, because as a boy in Paotingfu he saw some 
Christian missionaries massacred by Boxers, and was stinick by 
their great courage as they were executed. 

General Feng was born in Anhwei in 1880. In his auto¬ 
biography, winch has never been translated into a western 
language, he de,scribes his early struggles. His father was a 
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mason, and the family was unbelievably poor; Feng had six 
brothers and sisters, of whom five died of starvation. Ap¬ 
parently his terrible childhood experiences marked him 
deeply: he left his birth-place as a boy, and never returned—in 
contrast to the habits of almost all Chinese—to see the family 
graves until 1937. Both his father and mother were opium 
addicts, he writes; he loathes opium himself. In 1891 he 
entered the village school and stayed fifteen months, which is 
all the schooling he ever had. His real name was Keh-poa. 
Fie got Yu-hsiang (which means ‘jade’ and ‘good luck’) by 
accident. 

He tells frankly in his autobiogi'aphy of his fii'st hatred of 
white foreigners, then of the Japanese. As a boy of twelve he 
picked up a rifle and fired shots into a western church, on the 
general principle that the fewer foreigners in the neighbour¬ 
hood the better. No one was hurt, however; and six or seven 
years later, Feng entered the same church he had fired upon. 
He fought in the first Sino-Japanese war in 1895, though he 
was only fifteen, and has detested the Japanese ever since. 
When he became a full fledged soldier he was nicknamed wdrat 
may be translated as ‘Apple Pie’; his comrades thought he was 
so lusciously big that the enemy would eat him alive. 

A simple man, he has only two ornaments in his home—a 
pair of Japanese shell-cases. He cares nothing whatever for 
money or display. The Generalissimo and Madame Chiang 
came to dine with him recently in Hankow; they got rice and 
black beans, and nothing else. Recently mi.sfortune of a 
persona] nature crushed him; his only son—by a first wife— 
was killed fighting the Japanese. 

Feng’s career of conspiracy and counter-conspiracy, of 
alternating allegiances and shifting power, is far too complex 
to include in this brief sketch. An excerpt from his official 
biography has charm: 

1923. Director General for Defence of North-West, 

1924. Married Miss Li Tch-chuan [Christian girIJ. 

1924. Betrayed Wu Pei-fn. [He quite candidly uses the 

word ‘betrayed’.] 

1924. Expelled Boy Emperor Henry Pu-yi from palace.^ 

* A lively year for Feng Yu-hsiang. In 1924 also he managed to capture 
and kidnap the then president of China, Tsao Kun. 
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In 1920-4 he was one of Wu's trusted subordinates. He 
wanted power himself, and he tossed Wu out. Later, ho-wever, 
he and W'u rejoined. Along came Chang Tso-Lin in 1926, 
descending from Manchuria; he fought and expelled both 
Feng and Wu. Feng fled to Russia and stayed a year in Mos¬ 
cow. On another occasion, temporarily out of power, he 
retired in the best war lord tradition to the Ta i.shan monastery 
in Shantung, where Confucius is buried. In 1927 or there¬ 
abouts Feng became aware of the growing power of Chiang 
Kai-shek. They played cat and mouse with each other for 
several years. Obviously this massive peasant puzzled and 
impressed the supple Chiang. He could not be bribed; he 
was difficult to fight. For a time the two made an uneasy 
alliance; then Feng formed the ‘Northern Coalition’ against 
Chiang, with two other war lords Yen of Shansi and Han of 
Shantung, plus the elusive Kuomiiitang politician Wang 
Ching-wei, as allies. The coalition fought Chiang almost to 
a standstill. Then Feng was sold out by Han, and the war 
collapsed.' 

Now Feng and Chiang are clo.sely collaborating, because 
Chiang is anti-Japanese, which Feng always was. When 
Chiang was released at Sian, old Feng was so overcome with 
relief and happiness that he drank three glasses of wine, the 
first he had tasted in many years. Feng is, however, a general 
without an army these grim days. He is vice-chairman of the 
Military Affairs Commission, a reasonably important post, 
but one which entails no duties in the field. 

Model Governor 

General Yen Hsi-.shan (‘Yun Shee-shahn’), the ‘model 
governor’ of Shansi province, is a suspicious man. When he 
is shaved, one of his soldiers holds a gun at the barber’s temple, 
in case the barber has been bribed to cut his throat. 

Also the model governor is a good man in his fashion. He 
taxed his peasants mercilessly, but sought to give them some¬ 
thing in return. Except for one brief interlude he has been 
governor of Shansi since 19ii (he seized power immediately 
the Manchus fell), a record no other wnr lord can match, and 

'■Feng attempted another revolt against Chiang as recently as 1933, in 
Inner Mongolia. 
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Eor long years Shansi was considered the best administered 
province in China. General Yen abolished opium, at least 
in theory, and built railways and schools. While doing so he 
made a nest egg o£ $75,000,000 (Chine-se). He lost it all, 
however, as a result of the Northern war. On being defeated 
he escaped to Dairen, Japanese territory, with his nest egg; 
the Japanese flew him back to Shansi presently, but the nest 
egg remained in Dairen. 

General Yen’s strength has been that, with the exception of 
the disastrous Northern war interlude, he has never sought to 
extend his influence beyond Shansi. He is a localist. He is 
not an adventurer like Feng. No one disturbed him in Shansi, 
which anyway was inaccessible and not particularly rich; he 
disturbed no one outside. As a result his province was seldom 
ravaged by civil war, and had a lair chance to develop pros¬ 
perously. He was clever enough, incidentally, to build his 
railway narrow-gauge: which made it impossible for outside 
rolling stock, carrying soldiers, to get in. 

Yen was born in 1883, and educated partly in Japan. Two 
things to his credit: he came under the influence of Sun Yat- 
sen, and supported Chiang Kai-shek as early as 1927; in the 
turbulent years 1935-7 as much as any man, served to 
defeat the machinations of General Doihara in attempting 
to sever the Five Northern Provinces from China. One of 
these is Shansi; but the Japanese could never make Shansi’s 
boss. General Yen, budge one inch in their direction. 

Something to his discredit: unlike Feng Yu-hsiang, who is 
strongly pro-United Front, General Yen has old-style anti¬ 
pathies, and thinks that the Eighth Route Army now fighting 
in his province (to help save it for China) is worse than poison 
—though not worse than the Japanese. 

Three Dead Ones 

The late General Han Fu-chu, war lord and governor of the 
great province of Shantung, came to an evil and untimely end. 
He was a great fence-sitter. It was his doom. 

Han, born in Hopei in 1890, was a poor boy; he began life as 
a coolie, and was a teamster for a time; his mother said, ‘Some 
day you will be a war lord, and eat three meals a day.’ He did. 
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A person of great natural ability, simple, well-meaning, close 
to the soil, he became attached to Feng, and fought wuth him 
for many years; in 1930, however, he betrayed him. Chiang 
Kai-shek recognised this service, and in reward—but with 
some cautious misgivings—made Han governor of Shantung, 
General Han had other titles. He was ‘commander-in-chief 
of the General Reserve of the Communist Suppression Force, 
member of the Peiping Readjustment Commission, member 
of the Peiping Branch of the National Military Affairs Com¬ 
mission’. He worked hard; he tried to do something for the 
crushed, miserable peasantry; he was no great ‘squeezer’, and 
when he was shot had only ,14,500,000 (Chinese), in the bank, 
a minor sum—veritable tiddlywinks—for the man who ruled 
Shantung. 

The war came; the Japanese offered Han $80,000,000 
(Chinese) to give up Shantung, Han refused. But he was 
cautious; he pursued a double game, wanting to be on the 
right side when the war was over. He withdrew from Shan¬ 
tung without offering serious resistance; he let the great town.s 
Tsinan and Tsining fall without a shot. 

I have described in Chapter HI above how, on one occasion, 
Han fooled General Doihara. On another occasion—the last 
event in which he participated—General Han got fooled him¬ 
self. Fie was summoned to a conference with the General¬ 
issimo. Still sure of himself, sure that he could ‘explain’ the 
loss of Shantung, he came, bringing with him a large body¬ 
guard which could certainly protect him in the event of 
trouble. But immediately Han arrived at Chengchow for the 
rendezvous, there came a curious event: a sudden air raid 
alarm. Chiang rushed Han hurriedly to a s):>ecial dugout. 
Han was thus separated from his men. Placidly he was then 
arrested. The air raid alarm had been invented for the pur¬ 
pose of capturing him. He was tried for cowardice and 
treachery, found guilty, and shot. This made a great impres¬ 
sion on China. It was early in the war, and no one knew how 
hard-boiled Chiang was going to be with subordinates who 
did not toe the line. 

The fabulous creature General Chang Tsung-chang de¬ 
mands mention as a bizarre historical curiosity. Fie was Han’s 
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prcclecessoi as war lord oL Shantung, lie rvas an utterly 
dill'ercnt type ol person. Han was a rustic, an exemplary man 
if a traitor; Chang was vicious, if patriotic. Chang Tsung- 
chaiig was called the ‘Three Don’t Knows’. He didn’t know 
how many soldiers he had, liow much money he had, how 
many concubines he had. It was, however, conceded that 
Chang had concubines of twenty-six difl'erent nationalities; 
each had a washbow'l marked with her flag. When not 
called simply ‘The Monster’, he was called 'Old Fifty-Six’, 
for reason.?, alas, which as they say cannot be mentioned 
in a family newspaper. A youthful American consul was 
summoned to Chiang’s palace once. He was somewhat 
shocked to find the general still in bed. Nor was the general 
alone. 

Chang was six foot six. He was illiterate. He began life as 
awharf coolie in Vladivostok. He could speak Russian. When 
he became eminent, he discovered the good Chinese need of 
ancestors; he prodded through Shantung, and duly found a 
grave thereafter attributed to his ‘mother’. Early in the 1930’s 
he visited Japan, and there murdered a Japanese aristocrat 
whose wife he fancied, The matter was hushed up, because 
the Japanese saw that they might have use for thi,s man. In 
1933 he was assassinated on the Tsinan railway station by a 
relative of a journalist whom he had executed. Chang Tsung- 
chang did not like irewspapermen. 

Genera] Liu Hsiang (‘Lyoo Shahng’) was, till 1937, the war 
lord of great Szechwan. He was corrupt, an extortionist, cruel, 
illiterate, powerful, and backward. He had never been out¬ 
side Szechwan till 1933; he had never seen a tram-car or a 
skyscraper. From 1920 he fought an interminable series of 
civil wars with members of his family; in one of these, a three- 
cornered fracas, all three contestants had the same name and 
all were cousins. They united in one thing only; to suppress 
the peasants. Szechwan was till recently the most despicably 
looted province in China. 

General Liu, lukewarm, but finding it necessary to declare 
fealty to Chiang Kai-shek when war came, visited Hankow in 
1937. He died of a sudden illness a few days after Han of 
Shantung was shot. Perhaps it was just as well. 
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The Japanese Puppet Governments 

‘We are puppets. . . . Do we move ourselves, or are moved by an unseen 
hand at a game that pushes us off from the board?’ 

—Alfred Lord Tennyson. 

I have talked much of puppets in this book. Let us finish a 
tiresome subject tvith a final brief blast of puppetry. 

The Japanese, developing a new technique in imperialism, 
tiiought that their interests would be best served by employing 
Chinese to administer the occupied areas; they could thus 
assert—if the scheme worked—that Chinese were still ruling 
Chinese; they could call Chiang Kai-shek an outlaw, recognise 
their ‘Chinese’ government, hope that other powers would 
recognise it; in a word, create a netv ‘legal’ China, under com¬ 
plete Japanese control, that would ostensibly be ‘Chinese’, but 
which the Japanese would run. 

Thus in the north, in and about Peking, xvc have what is 
called ‘The Provisional Government of the Chinese Republic’, 
and in central China, centring on Nanking, ‘The Reformed 
Government’ of China. Each is an adjunct to the Japanese 
military in command of the area, and the Japanese have been 
x^ery careful not to con.solidate them into a single puppet state. 
The Japanese xvant to keep them apart, to keep them poxver- 
less, and to stimulate jealousy between them. If, in time, the 
Japanese get some really prominent Chinese, like Wu Pei-fu 
or Wang Ching-xvei, to become puppet-in-chief, then coales¬ 
cence betxveen the rival regimes is possible. In South China, 
following the capture of Canton, a third puppet state has been 
set up, but it is still embryonic. In Shanghai and the chief 
cities sub-puppets are in being.’ 

The Japanese have had extraordinary difficulty in getting 
good men to xvork for them. Finally they picked Wan Keh- 
min to head the Peking ‘Provisional’ government. Fie xvas 
the seventeenth different man they had approached, and a 

^ That in Shanghai is called the ‘Ta Tao’ or ‘Great Way’ government. 
The name drives from Confucius. The Japanese want to obliterate the 
China of the last thirty years, built anew on old Chinese doctrine. But 
the personnel of the Shanghai government and other city governments 
near by is largely Formosan. Chinese who accept jobs are imported from 
Formosa, where they have been imder Japanese influence for a generation. 
Most Formosans are, in fact, not authentically Chinese. 
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zionentity by all-China standards. When a Chinese does 
accept puppethood from the Japanese, he is in grave danger 
of assassinalion. Not only do Chinese patriots set out to mur¬ 
der c\'ery prominent Chinese who consents to work for the 
Japanese; in some cases they have searched out and despoiled 
the graves of their ancestors, which to a good Chinese is worse 
than death. 

The list of murders mounts daily. By May 1939 there had 
been about eighty political assassinations, most of them in the 
Shanghai area, which made Shanghai—particularly the Inter¬ 
national Settlement-—the explosive focus of Japanese-Chinese 
conflict. Among Chinese (who worked for Japan) murdered 
by nationalist Chinese: 

Li Lieh-wen. Puppet commissioner of police, Pootung. 

Chen Yun. Puppet chairman of the Nantao District Adminis- 
ti’ation. 

Dr. Hsi Shih-tai, Police secretary of Greater Shanghai 
puppet government. 

Mao Yu. Secretary general to puppet Nanking government. 

Koo Ping-tsung. Financial councillor of Nanking puppet 
government. 

Wang Chu-lin. President of the Tientsin Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. 

Chan Lo. Foreign Minister of the Nanking puppet govern¬ 
ment. 

General Chow Feng-chi. Scheduled to be minister of war, 
Nanking puppet government. 

Jen Pao-an. Land commissioner in the Shanghai ‘Ta Tao’ 
government. 

Loh Pah-hong. Catholic business man and philanthropist, 
who was accused of friendliness to the Japanese. 

Murder on such a wholesale basis produced retaliation, 
Japanese gangs were organised and armed, especially the 
Huang Hwei or ‘Yellow Society’. Among loyal Chinese killed 
in rebuttal was the eminent Dr. Herman C. E. Liu, president 
of the University of Shanghai, who was supposed to be using 
his great influence to prevent old Chinese friends from be¬ 
coming puppets. In February 1939, a group of American 
journalists friendly to the Chinese in Shanghai were threatened 
with death, including Randall Gould, J. B. Powell, and Edgar 
Snow. 

Wan Keh-min, president of the Executive Yuan of the 
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‘Pro\ ihional' go\ cniiiiciu in Peking, was born in 1879 and edu¬ 
cated partly in Japan; he became a banker, and for a time— 
circa iga.j—lie was finance minister. He then retired, and 
took no part in political life until the Japanese, desperately 
searching for someone to head the Peking regime, found him 
in Hong Kong, The negotiations were carried on by the 
Japanese General Umedzu. Wan’s daughter has publicly 
denounced him for treason. But this is an over-statement. 
Not an unattractive personality, WHir is in a peculiarly delicate 
po.sition. He look office on the understanding that the Japan¬ 
ese were only to ‘advise’ him; his object was to attempt to hold 
something for China; to play with the Japanese hoping thus 
to prevent outright annexation of Chinese territory. Most 
Japanese in the north dislike him heartily. Wan is blind in 
one eye, and wears dark glasses. 

The Japanese, with Wan as ‘front’, tried to adumbrate a 
totalitarian regime in the Peking area closely paralleling that 
of Manchukuo. Occupying the same position—a mass party 
created after the .state was set up—as the Concordia Society 
in Manchukuo, is the PIsin Min Hui, or New People’s Associa¬ 
tion, in the Peking area. Associated with Wan in his feeling 
that he can—still—be something of a check to Japanese pene¬ 
tration in the north, is the ablest member of his cabinet, the 
education minister Dr. Tang Erh-ho, whom the Japanese 
wanted more than they wanted Wan, but who refused to be 
prime minister. Dr. Tang, an eminent medical man and scho¬ 
lar, is one of the very few Chinese who has married a Japanese. 

Japan had difficulties enough in setting up the Peking 
government; establishing the ‘Reformed Government’ in 
Nanking was even harder. Although Prime Minister Wan 
in the north is not at all an outstanding Chinese, he outranks 
by far anyone whom the Japanese could get to woi’k with them 
in Nanking. The prime minister in Nanking is Liang Hung- 
chih, a poet and civil servant, who had no other discernible 
qualifications for the post except that he had (like Wan) been 
a member of the ‘Anfu’ clique, the body of pro-Japanese Chin¬ 
ese who ruled Peking twenty years ago,' 

The Anfus met. In fact, at Liang’s house in Peking, which was on a street 
called Anfu; thus the name. It was also chosen because An means ‘peace’ 
and is ‘joy’. 
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General Ma Chan-shan of the Nonni River 

This general has great and picturesque quality. He has 
been called the pluckiest man in China. His name means 
hor,se, but, alter all, in England and America there ate thou¬ 
sands ol people named Lion, Fox, or Wolf. General Ma, a 
northern Moslem, born in extreme poverty of a shepherd’s 
family, was one of the old-time guerrilla chieftains on the 
Russian border. When, after the Mukden incident in iggi, 
tlie Japanese began to advance northward to occupy all of 
Manchuria, General Ma was in command of the region and 
decided to withstand them. He was the first Chinese since 
1895 to have courage enough to fight a pitched battle against 
Japan. 

He did a good job of it. He retreated, blew up a bridge over 
the Nonni river, and heat the Japanese back when they tried 
to cross. He appealed (vainly) for help from Chiang Kai-shek, 
and addressed a remarkable telegram pleading for interven¬ 
tion by the League of Nations, since the Japanese had such 
big guns! Ma kept fighting as he retreated, although the 
Japanese got reinforcements; he fought on the Chinese eastern 
line, then at Tsitsihar, then finally was pushed across the 
Russian border. 

The Japanese decided that this man was worth having. 
Doihara got in touch with him. He offered Ma a fantastic sum 
to join the new Manchukuoan puppet regime, which Ma 
promptly accepted. Then Ma suggested that he make a tour 
of the north to tranquillise his people and adjust them to 
Japanese rule. The Japanese agreed. Ma promptly de¬ 
camped with all the money, used it in an attempt to re-create 
his own army —against Japan—and established himself at 
Heiho, on the River Amur, until the Japanese, boiling with 
rage, sent another force to throw him out. Meantime General 
Ma proceeded good-humouredly to reveal to the world what 
Japanese secrets he had picked up. 

In the battle that followed the Japanese thought that finally 
they had squared accounts with Ma. Fie just managed to 
escape, but the Japanese advance guard captured his horse 
and equipment. This was sent to Japan, and presented to 
the Emperor himself, with the glad news that Ma was dead at 
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last. Unfortunately he reappeared a few days later, escaped 
across the Russian border once more, and made an incredibly 
circuitous journey through the So\iet frontier regions and 
Mongolia to rejoin Chinese forces in the south. 

In the 1937 war the indomitable Ma was at ivork again. He 
led guerrilla resistance to japan in Suiyuan province. 

Ma is neither a war lord nor a puppet, but a simple Chinese 
soldier, with guts and charm. 

Chinese Miscellany 

Chinese, the most civilised people on earth, keep ink, in a 
box, and send invitations on blotting paper. Chinese smoke 
in church, and wear white, not black, for mourning. No long 
division is possible with Chinese numerals. 

Chinese do not perspire; they have no ear wax and very 
little bodily hair. At Chinese dinners the guest of honour 
faces the door, presumably so that he can see his way 
out. Chinese houses usually face south, and are not num¬ 
bered in sequence. They never kiss in public, and dislike 
cheese. 

Chinese seldom wash the umbilicus, because this is the 
place where evil spirits gain entrance to the body; they cele¬ 
brate birthdays of their dead relath'es by playing mah-jongg; 
at funerals they burn paper representations of ships, houses, 
and elaborate conveyances and furniture which the departed 
may need in heaven; funerals await—sometimes for months— 
a propitious day. 

Chinese have no word for either Yes or No; Chinese adore 
noises, porcelain, and philosophising; children of Chinese 
concubines kowtow not to their mothers, whom they call their 
aunts, but to their fathers’ first wives. 

Chinese drug stores are identified by triangles of metal 
hanging outside, and noodle shops by coils of tissue paper. 
Chinese sign their names with a chop (rubber stamp), and 
pay bills on the fifteenth day of the harvest moon. Chinese 
are a year old the day they are born, and use bewildering 
‘small’ and ‘large’ money. There are only twelve hours in a 
Chinese day, and New Year’s Day is .somewhere between 
January si and February 19. 
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Note in Diagnosis 

One of the most accomplished and experienced of American 
diplomats abroad told me recently that one must not look for 
‘solutions’ in Sino-Japanese relations, that there is no ‘solu¬ 
tion’. Three dilemmas, he recounted, were ‘insoluble’. I am 
sorry he is so gloomy. 

First, Japan must have land, must expand: expansion can 
come only by conquest, which makes war inevitable for a long 
time. 

Second, China cannot beat Japan back, but is nevertheless 
unconquerable: which means that the war will be ‘permanent’. 

Third, Japanese imperialism may come into conflict with 
'W'^estern imperialism, which will extend the war elsewhere. 


X 
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MANUEL QUEZON 

‘My loyalty to my party ends where my loyalty to my country begins.’ 

—Manuel Quezon. 

E lastic, electric, Manuel Quezon is a sort of Beau Brummel 
amon!T dictators. Here is an extraordinarily engaging 
little man. The prankishness of Quezon, the rakish tilt to 
the brim of his hat, his love for the lights of pleasure as well 
as the light of power, his dash and roguery, the spirited 
elegance of his establishment all the way from the yacht cruis¬ 
ing on Manila Bay to the refulgent pearls—so luminous they 
seem—cruising on his shirt-front, combine brightly to indicate 
a character straight off Broadway or Piccadilly Circus, a light¬ 
hearted playboy among eastern statesmen. 

But such an interpretation would express only a fraction of 
the complex, composite truth. Mr. Quezon, the first president 
of the Commonw’ealth of the Philippines, is a great cleal more 
than a playboy. He is full of nerve—and nerves. He is one 
of the world’s best ballroom dancers; also one of the world’s 
supplest and hardest-boiled practical politicians. Pie loves 
cards and alcohol; akso he loves his country and his career. He 
likes to laugh—even at himself—but he is a genuine revolu¬ 
tionary, as much the father of his country as Kamal Ataturk. 
The history of the Philippine T.slands in the twentieth century 
and the biography of Manuel Quezon are indissolubly one. 

When Quezon w’as a boy of eighteen or so he returned to his 
native village in the north, feeling himself a grand cock of 
the walk wdth his newly gained academy degree. Both his 
father and mother w’ere school teachers. His father took him 
to see the chief authority of the village, a local priest who 
had come there while Quezon was away at school. The tradi¬ 
tion in those days was that anyone visiting a priest must kiss 
his hand. The priest rvas a very fat man who sat with one leg 
sagging over the arm of a chair. He extended his pudgy hand 
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foi lilo boy to kibti, iioL otherwise moving. So young Manuel 
grasped and shook the hand instead of kissing it. Sensation. 
The priest begged Quezon’s father to punish him ior his 
irreverence. Young Quezon bided his time. He discovered 
that the priest was having a liaison with a girl in the village. 
Quezon became acc]^uaintcd with her himself, and then paraded 
the main street—with the priest’s handkerchief stuck jauntily 
in his pocket 1 

At about tire same time he came in conflict with the other 
source of authority in the village. He quarrelled with an 
officer of the civil guard over another girl. He managed to 
insert himself in the girl’s place at a rendezvous with the officer, 
knocked him down, and fled. It was a bitterly serious offence 
then to assault a Spanish officer. Quezon was cauglit, arrested, 
and sentenced to imprisonment. But the authorities chose to 
mask the real reason for the quarrel, not caring to mention 
the female element; they justified Quezon's arrest merely by 
asserting that he was a revolutionary—which was untrue. He 
had scarcely heard of the Filipino independence movement at 
this time. He began to get interested in it. The affair gave 
him the idea that the revolutionaries—no matter what their 
politics—mu.st be nice people. 

These two anecdotes, lost in years and trivial as they may 
seem to be, were important. Quezon would have become a 
revolutionist anyway, since it is his nature to expand and rebel, 
but this early conflict with authority sharpened him for the 
struggle to come, told him with irresistible pressure on which 
side he belonged. 

Anecdotes about Quezon are abundant. Yet they do not 
build up into a legend. There is nothing hazy or mythological 
about him. He is an exceptionally concrete and compact man. 
He has a genius for directness, and also for the unexpected. 

His nephew, training to be a cadet in an army preparatory 
school, was one of a group recently convicted of a hazing 
offence. Quezon is an enemy of nepotism—indeed it is a rule 
in the civil service that no two relatives may work in the same 
office—and he expelled the entire group of cadets, nephew in¬ 
cluded. His wife pleaded with him; Quezon was adamant, 
asserting that the punishment must be a lesson to the army 
as a whole. A moirth later, he gave the 'cadets a chance to get 



INSIDE ASIA 


3-'4 

tiicir commissions aiicr all, by serving lor eighteen months as 
privates. Once the nephew was on guard duty at Malacahan 
palace, the residence of the president. Quezon heard that his 
wife was secretly feeding the lad in the palace kitchen. He 
ordered her to stop this, or else feed the entire two hundred 
privates in the guard. 

He is exceptionally impulsive and generous. Once when 
Malacahan was being restored he noticed a workman who 
didn’t seem to be the ordinary type of Filipino labourer, 
Quezon talked to him, found that he was a student out of a 
job, and gave him clerical work inside the palace. The next 
day tile whole working a'ew struck and asked for the same 
kind of easier tvork. 

Nothing daunts him. Crossing the Atlantic once he taught 
the ship’s orchestra to play the Filipino national anthem by 
tapping out the tune with one finger on the piano—though he 
hadn’t touched a keyboard for years—and though Paderewski 
was a fellow passenger and startled onlooker! 

He is something of a scamp. Once, courting his wife, he 
arrived wearing a spray of orange blossom. She asked him 
why. He said airily, ‘Oh, I've just been married!' The poor 
lady burst into tears, so that Quezon knew that she really loved 
him. 

His approach is inveterately personal. When a political 
prisoner is arrested, which isn’t very often, Quezon usually 
talks to him himself. Once a prisoner had been arrested for 
making amateur bombs. He was the driver of a carabao 
(buffalo) cart earning fifteen cents a day. Quezon said, ‘This 
is ridiculous. No wonder you are a bomb-thrower. No one 
can live on fifteen cents a day.’ And he ordered his release. 

His temper flashes quickly over little things. He may 
violently rebuke a secretary, and twenty minutes later com¬ 
pletely forget what the trouble was about. He likes to quote 
a saying of his father’s: ‘Better one clay red than three days 
blue.’ 

He is full of histrionics. His agile, intensely mobile features 
make him an excellent mimic and actor. When he is bored 
or petulant, anyone who knows him well knows it instantly, 
because his thick eyebrows shoot up, and his long and expres¬ 
sive nostrils twitch. 
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He is almost startlingly inlormal; he makes his very infor¬ 
mality dramatic. Saying good-bye to his great friend Roy 
Howard when Howard was in Manila last, he called alone at 
Howard’s hotel, and simply walked in unattended and un¬ 
announced. He takes guests out yachting; he drives them 
home to their dwellings himself. But woe to anyone who 
abuses this inlorraality by wanton insult to the dignity of his 
po.sition. Swift and stinging rebuke came once to an American 
who, dancing at a party where Quezon was a guest, slapped h im 
on the shoulder with a gay ‘Hi, Manuel!’ 

He is very Latin and expansive with great affection for his 
own roots, his own past. In his home in Pasay, a suburb of 
Manila, he has a large aeroplane photograph of the village 
where he tvas born, marked: ‘Here I First Saw the Light of 
Day.’ In his official residence he has built up a veritable 
museum of Quezoniana. Last year he was pleased beyond 
measure to recover at last a knife he lost when he was captured 
in iSgg by Atnerican troops. But he has never been able to 
trace and find the sword he sold for twelve pesos when the 
war was over. 

Loyalty, gratitude are good political weapons, and Quezon 
knows it well. Dozens of friends who helped him in the early 
days have been rewarded with jobs or pensions. He held a 
man named Antonio in such affection—Antonio fed and 
housed him when he was poor—that he adopted his name as 
part of his own. He has great sympathies for the old and poor. 
When he was a young lawyer he charged the poor no fees, and 
soaked the rich. 

Flis wife told him recently, with considerable perturbation, 
that she had discovered their cook, whom he greatly admired, 
to be a communist. Quezon went straight to the kitchen. He 
returned and told his wife, ‘The cook is not a communist. If 
he were a duke, he would be for the dukes. But he’s a cook, 
and so he’s for the cooks,’ 

He likes to do things quickly. He got General Douglas 
MacArthur to come to Manila as his military adviser and 
superintendent of the military establishment of the islands in 
five minutes of talk. He said to MacArthur, ‘I want your 
answer to just one question: Are the islands defensible?’ Mac¬ 
Arthur said, 'Yes,’ and Quezon offered him the job. 
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He seldoiii sLaiicls on ceremony and he ahrays knows when 
it is wise to recede. Recently he stated that Tagalog, his 
native dialect, should become the olTicial language of the 
islands. Tlien it was discovered that Tagalog did not contain 
enougli of the tccimical vocabulary necessary to modern 
government. So he dropped the idea without a murmur. 

Alter liis election to the presidency he called together the 
ricli ?viaiiilan.s tviio had supported him and paid for his cam¬ 
paign, ‘Gentlemen,’ he said in effect, 'let there be no mis¬ 
understanding lietwcen us. Of course I know, now that I am 
in office, that you do not anticipate any political favours. You 
have coiuributed to my campaign, but surely you do not 
eicpect to derive profit from having done so. If you should 
have such an assumption, you would be dishonouring your¬ 
selves, by sugge.sting that you had attempted to bribe the 
President, and also myself, by suggesting that the President 
could be bribed.’ The rich Manilans were too staggered to 
say a word. 

Oacc, years ago in Washington, he was chatting with 
friends in the office of Secretary of War Henry Stimson. 
Stimson turned to him suddenly: ‘Quezon, do you really want 
independence for the Filipinos?’ Quezon smiled and told 
the anecdote of the young Spaniard who always asserted that 
it was his ambition to become bishop of the church. The 
Spaniard ended up happily enough as a janitor for the church 
property. Quezon winked. 

A superb politician, he knows all the approaches. Once a 
group of legislators wasn’t doing the work he expected of it. 
He announced, 'I tvon’t fire you, but if your job isn’t finished 
by next Monday, I’ll write a letter to the newspapers under 
my own name denouncing you as incompetent.’ The job was 
done by Monday. 

Once Lloyd George said of De Valera; Tie is like trying to 
pick up mercury with a fork.’ Quezon has something of this 
defiantly fluid quality. 

Don Manuel Luis Quezon Antonio y Molina was born in 
Belar, a small town on the island of Luzon, on August 19, 1878. 
His father was a Filipino schoolmaster, certainly not rich, but 
not desperately poor, a member of the illustrado class; his 
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mother, Molina by name, who also taught school, was partly 
Spanish. Young Quezon was a bright lad, but lazy. A.s a 
schoolboy his nickname was gulerato —bluffer. The family 
pinched itself to send him to Manila, eighty miles away, idiere 
he studied first at San Juan de Letran, a junior college, and 
then at the laiv school of the University of Santo Toma,s. Hi.s 
studies were interrupted by the revolution against Spain in 
i 898. 

The Philippine Islands, discovered by Magellan in 1521, 
were forlorn and almost forgotten remnants of the Spanish 
Empire. That Empire, corrupt and decadent, was governed 
by remote control from Madrid, but most actual power was 
in the hands of the local Catholic Church plus a few Spanish 
grandees and landowners. The Filipinos—about 9,000,000 of 
them then and perhaps 14,000,000 now—are in the main 
Malay by race. Christianised by Spain and with strong admix¬ 
tures of Spanish blood. They are an easy-going people, but 
they rose against Spanish oppression under. the patriot 
Aguinaldo, and were fighting a bloody and successful revolu¬ 
tion when the Spanish-American War broke out. America 
attacked Spain in Philippine waters, promising to help the 
revolutionaries. Then America, victorious, took the islands 
over; Aguinaldo continued his revolt against the United 
States, but lie was captured in 1901, and the fighting fizzled 
out. 

Young Manuel Quezon plunged melodramatically into this 
situation. He joined Aguinaldo, in a year rose from private 
to major, and fought the Americans. Advancing under a flag 
of truce he was told that Aguinaldo had been taken and that 
the revolt was over. Quezon refused to believe this. The 
Americans took him to Manila and .showed him Aguinaldo in 
captivity with his own eyes. Quezon spent six months in jail; 
his cell was a dungeon in the city walls near the south-eastern 
gate, and not more than a hundred yards from the Letran 
school he had attended. When fifteen years later he returned 
to Manila from Washington with the Jones Law (which pre¬ 
pared the way for Philippine independence) in his pocket, 
the gate was renamed Quezon Gate in his honour. 

Quezon Was furious at the United States when the rebel¬ 
lion collapsed. The insurrectionists who fought wdth the 
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Americans in the original struggle considered themselves be¬ 
trayed. Out of jail, Quezon was so angry that he refused to 
learn English. But he met an American officer, General 
Bandholtz—the first Ameiican he had ever known well—and 
discovered promptly that Americans were not Spaniards. 
Bandholtz said that Quezon must learn English and that he 
would pay Quezon, instead of vice versa, to take lessons from 
him! Then Bandholtz was transferred from the islands; 
Quezon dropped English, and did not take it up again until he 
became Philippine Commissioner in Washington in 1909, 
when he learned it with astounding speed. 

Quezon's first years after the revolution were difficult. He 
resumed the study of law, while scratching out a lirdng at odd 
jobs. His father died, and he returned to Belar to settle the 
family estate; then he began practice in Tabayas province. 
He was at once successful. Politics beckoned. He gave up 
his job, at which he was eaniing £100 per month, to accept a 
position as local fiscal, or pi'oseciiting attorney, at £15. He got 
a national reputation almost at once by daring to prosecute a 
prominent American lawyer for fraud; this was as early as 
1904, when it was almost unheard of for a youthful Filipino to 
attack a foreigner. By 1906 he had become governor of 
Tabayas; by 1908, when he was thirty, he was floor leader of 
the Filipino Assembly, and obviously the coming man. 

The next twenty-five years were all variations on a single 
theme: the stubborn and wary campaign of Manuel Quezon 
to achieve independence for his country. Battles with ill- 
health; spectacular junkets;' a local struggle for power with 
Senor Osmena, alternately his rival and running mate in 
Filipino affairs—these were subordinate to the unchanging 
main current of his life. Two things helped Quezon cardin¬ 
ally. One was the very considerable anti-imperialist sentiment 
in the United States which steadily favoured liberation of the 
islands on political grounds. The other was the sugar lobby 
in Washington, which I will touch on later. Very early 
Quezon saw that the key to everything was Washington. So 
he contrived to become Resident Commissioner there, a post 

I In 1908, when chairman, of the committee of appropriations, he sent 
himself to St, Petersburg as delegate to a navigation congress. Cost; 
34,000 pesos or £3,400. 
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which he held from 1909 to 1917. He was an effective lobbyist. 
He helped arrange the appointment of the pro-Filipino Fran¬ 
cis Burton Harrison as governor general in 1913, and he was 
spiritual if not temporal author of the Jones Bill in 1916. Fie 
knew also that complete independence—too soon—might 
wreck the islands economically; he had continually to plot 
a sinuous middle course. By 1917 he saw that Manila was a 
better strategic post than Washington; he became President 
of the Philippine Senate and as such the first man of the islands. 
He had years of passionate struggle with General Wood, a 
governor xvho reversed the Harrison policy; he ingratiated 
himself with other governors, cajoling, bluffing, threatening. 
Fie dodged back and forth to Washington. Finally in 1934 
came the Tyding.s-McDuffic Bill, which tentatively at least 
won the fight. The Philippines became a commontvealth of 
autonomous status, with complete independence promised in 
1946. 

Quezon went to the country and won its first presidential 
election. Flis chief opponent, whom he overwhelmed, was old 
General Aguinaldo, who wanted independence without com¬ 
promise and at once. Quezon moved into Malacaiian palace, 
and the American governor, now known as the high commis¬ 
sioner, rented a house in town, 

Quezon is .sixty-one. He doesn’t look it. He lives hard still, 
and works a long and restless day. Usually he is up at dawn, 
and he likes to entertain at breakfast. As chief executive of 
the islands he has to face multitudinous administrative 
decisions; on anything important his is the final word. He 
reads the papers carefully, and a clipping bureau in America 
sends him by weekly airmail a big packet of news. He receives 
visitors in a comfortable airy room on the second floor of 
Malacanan, decorated in gamboge and orange. He has what 
seems to be a velvet swivel chair, and photographers snap 
pictures of El Presidente and his guests as they converse. 
Next day the photographers try to sell the pictures to the 
visitor. 

The President two or three times a week makes surprise 
imspections anywhere in Manila. Without warning, without 
ceremony, he drops in at a local police station, a tobacco 
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factory, a prison or any government department; if all 
is not in order, the feathers fly. He likes to listen to grievances. 
Sometimes he eats luncheon with workmen out in the 
yard. 

He loves good clothes; the splendour and multiplicity of 
his .shirts are famous. For his own dress he has invented a 
.semi-uniform of high russet riding breeches, a soft white shirt, 
and a high buttoned military tunic with a high collar. But 
often he receives visitors informally, wearing a polo sliirt open 
at the neck. At home he wears native Tagalog dress, which he 
claims to be exceptionally comfortable. 

If he ever lost his job he could make an easy living at cards. 
He is indisputably one of the best poker players in the world. 
Lately he has taken up bridge, too, and likes it even better than 
poker. Most of his relaxation nowadays comes on his yacht, 
the Casiana, on which he cruises and dines when the day's 
work is done. He got it, a bargain at a reputed price of 
100,000 pesos (£10,000), from an American oil magnate. He 
reads a good deal in a utilitarian way, especially when he wakes 
up, restless, very early in the morning, but he is an impatient 
reader who finds it hard to finish books he has begun. He 
plays golf a little, and sometimes practises mashie shots in 
Malacanan garden. He likes to ride, and is a tolerable horse¬ 
man. 

There is a bar in the palace, and he asserts that he has never 
refused a drink, but in fact he drinks rather little. At one 
reception at Malacanan that I attended, no alcohol was served 
at all. The President likes to joke about liquor as he likes to 
joke about the ladies. Old photographs show him with won¬ 
derful twirling mustachios over a jaw-breaking collar; he says 
he cut them olf because they tickled the girls too much. Once 
he said,' apropos of alcohol: 

‘When I left Manila the doctors told me that I could drink 
nothing intoxicating. When I reached Java I saw a doctor 
and he said a glass of beer would not hurt. So I drank beer 
from Java to Paris. In Paris another doctor said, “You should 
not di'ink beer; wine is the thing.” So I changed gratefully 
to wine. Then a French specialisi told me, "You should drink 
only champagne; it k the only drink for you.” So I drank 

' Quoted in the biography Manuel Quezon by I. P. Caballero and M. de G. 
Concepdon, p. 376. 
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champagne for a time. Then I reached the United States, 
and the physicians said, “Don’t drink wines or beer at aii, but 
only whisky.” So now, if I want a drink, all I have to do 
is decide which physician I shall obey.’ 

He i.s fond of good food, but of his trim figure too. Before 
he uadenvent a serious operation at Johns Hopkins in 1934, 
he a.sked for adobo, a hig’hly sea.soned Filipino speciality con¬ 
sisting of beef steamed in vinegar, then fried with garlic. 
The doctors wouldn’t let him have it. He enjoyed his opera¬ 
tion, which was for gallstones, immensely: he dramatised every 
detail, and the newspapers in Manila earned front page 
photographs of all the instruments the surgeons used. He 
said alterwards, ‘All I have is a thin red line that looks like a 
pin scratch, and I can say that it is even elegant.' 

But what he likes most of all is a junket. His political pil¬ 
grimages have carried iiiin all over the world, and nothing is 
lacking to make the journeyings impressive. El Presidente 
travels with a (lash and a flourish. Special trains, mass meet¬ 
ings, speeches are in order, and the entourage is huge. Usually 
Quezon takes with him a doctor, two or three secretaries, a 
military aide, and a half-dozen hangers-on. He has learned 
more than one lesson from the politics of the United States: 
he is a junketeer par excellence, and his expense accounts are 
wonderful to behold. 

In Manila Quezon goes from place to place in a big Chr-ysler 
Airflow with special glass which impedes the view inside. 
Contrary to report it is not armoured or bullet proof. But 
there is a small revolver in the side compartment which con¬ 
tains writing materials, cigarettes, and the like. It bears 
licence plate No. i. 

He wanted to attend the coronation of George VI of England 
during his European trip in 1937, but the British Foreign 
Office didn’t know quite what precedence to give him, and 
informally persuaded the Americans to ask him not to go. On 
this trip he had planned to go to Ireland and Denmark, also 
the U.S.S.R., to study agrarian problems; time cut his itinerary 
short, In Germany he saw Schacht, but not Hitler. On the 
way he visited Cuba and Mexico; for the Mexican President 
Cardenas he has terrific admiration. 

About Mussolini Quezon once said, ‘He talks loudly but 
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everyone can rely upon him to do the right thing.’ About 
Hitler; ‘That’s not my idea of a leader.’ The President calls 
himself ‘almost a communist’ except that he believes in the 
right of private property. But he also believes that the govern¬ 
ment has the pri\ ilege of curbing the right of private property 
‘if and wdien public good demands it’. 

His tvife, whom he adores, and who has considerable in¬ 
fluence over him, is his first cousin. Her name was Aurora 
Aragon; he eloped with her to Hong Kong in 1918 after an 
interrupted boyhood romance. She is a pretty and cultivated 
woman, and a good Roman Catholic. When they were in 
Mexico she told her husband that perhaps .she might skip 
going to church for once, if church-going should embarrass his 
conversations with Cardenas; the President replied that she 
could blankety-blank well go to church any time and any 
place she chose. The Quezons have three children, Maida 
Aurora, who is eighteen, Zenaida, seventeen, and Manuel, Jr., 
twelve. 

Donna Aurora doesn’t pay much attention to politics—her 
hobbies are orchids, her collection of dolls, and her two thou¬ 
sand books—but she did contribute something to the woman 
suffrage movement in the islands. Quezon was luke-warm on 
the issue, and, hoping to forestall it, arranged a compromise 
providing that suffrage should come if 300,000 women voted 
for it within a y'ear. No one thought that 300,000 women 
could be found who would vote. But Mine Quezon plunged 
into the campaign, and the votes were found. Quezon was 
uneasy, because most women voters are in the hands of the 
priests, who he thinks have enough power already. But he 
did not want to oppose his wife’s wishes. 

Quezon and Paul V. McNutt, the present high commis¬ 
sioner are not intimate friends, but relations between the 
governments are quite correct. Quezon hoped that another 
man would be appointed and that in any case he should be 
consulted on the appointment; McNutt’s name was rushed 
through before Quezon got to Washington, and for several 
days he sulked, refusing to call on McNutt until Roy Howard 
smoothed the matter over. Quezon says that nowadays he 
likes to see McNutt in order to get away from the local politi¬ 
cians, He records that his friendship with him was cemented 
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by a poker game, in which both w'ere winners—Quezon, how- 
e\er, by a bigger margin. 

The McNutt toast story set tongues wagging on several 
continents. What really happened was this. When McNutt 
arrived on the islands the Japanese Consul General gave him 
an ollicial dinner, at which the first toast was to the Emperor 
of Japan, the second to the President of the United States, 
the third to President Quezon, the fourth (after rather a long 
pause) to High Commissioner McNutt. The next day McNutt 
wrote a private and confidential memorandum to the consular 
corps asking that this procedure be henceforth corrected, 
since officially he, as representative of the President of the 
United States, outranked Quezon. He didn’t want a scan¬ 
dal; he was as embarrassed as was Quezon when the story 
got out, which it did when the Japanese tipped off the news¬ 
papers. 

Some time later, asserting his prerogative to be consulted in 
all international matters, McNutt asked that correspondence 
between the various consuls and Malacanan be routed, as was 
correct, through him. The Japanese sought to get around this 
by using the telephone instead of writing. 

Quezon has a fabulous number of friends all over the world. 
In Manila those closest to him are probably his secretary 
Jorge Vargas, who is his man-about-politics, and his aide-de- 
camp Major Manuel Nieto. Nieto is the Bruckner of the 
regime, the confidential bodyguard. Pie knows all the secrets; 
when Quezon went on the operating table at Johns Hopkins, 
he dictated to Nieto the letters that were to be opened only 
in the event of his death. Nieto, a fine athlete and boxer, 
was in the tobacco business before taking his present post. 
Also close to Quezon are the four Elizalde brothers, of an old 
and distinguished Spanish family who took out Filipino 
citizenship recently. They are very rich; the four compose 
their own quite good polo team. Another person close to 
the President is Adong, the seventy-year-old Chinese body 
servant who goes with him everywhere, who has been with 
him forty years, and who sleeps on a bench outside the master’s 
bedroom. 

Like most good American politicians Quezon gets on nicely 
with newspaper men. Once he promised Dick Wilson, Manila 
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conespoildciu (U the UnitedPrcsb, some IcLteis oi iutioJuelion 
to friends in China; he was suddenly stricken with appendicitis 
and actually while being tvheeled to the operating theatre he 
saw Wilson in the hall, and remembered to call a secretary 
to tell him not to forget the letters. His press conferences 
are quite informal. Ninety per cent of what is said is off-the- 
record. Once the correspondents a.sked him about a matter 
in connection with his personal religious history. Quezon 
couldn’t remember a date exactly. He reached for the phone, 
telephoned his wife, and got it from her. 

No one knows wdth certainty who will succeed Quezon when 
his six years are concluded in 1941. Resolutely the President 
ha.s stated that he will take no second term, which indeed 
is forbidden by the new constitution. One obvious candidate 
is Vice-President Osmena, who, incidentally, is partly Chinese 
in origin as Quezon is partly Spanish. Another is Manuel 
Roxas, a lawyer for the sugar interests and former speaker of 
the assembly, who like Osmena has a chequered career of 
affiliation and opposition to Quezon. Another is the present 
minister of the interior, Elpidio Quirino, dictatorial in ten¬ 
dency, whom the President finds useful, but who is said to 
be rough and too anxious for the job. Insiders say that 
another possibility is Judge Teofilo Sison, who was a good 
secretary of the interior and chairman of the inauguration 
committee when Quezon became president. 

Quezon’s religious history is curious. He was, of course, 
born a Roman Catholic, but he was not confirmed until he 
was fourteen, although the usual age is three or four. Then 
he joined the revolution and became a Freemason, when 
Masonry, forbidden by the Spanish regime, was a symbol of 
the independence movement. He rose to be a thirty-second 
degree Mason, but was reconverted to Catholicism in 19s 8 
after two decades of apostasy. His wife strongly wanted him 
to re-enter the church for the sake of the children. He was 
ill with tuberculosis; he took communion when he thought 
he might be on his death-bed, but only—-a typical enough 
Quezon touch—after saying he would refuse to believe in 
miracles. He is a Catholic, like everything else, on his own 
terms. 

Stories to the contrary notwithstanding, Quezon is not parti- 



MANUEL QUEZON 


335 

culaiiy rich. His salary is only 30,000 pesos (£3,000) per 
vear, and he needs every penny o£ it. He was always an easy 
spender; after several years of successful law pi'actice in 1905, 
he made a great ceremony of giving a friend all the money he 
had saved —j6s. 8d.! lie has some real estate, but he is 
no millionaire. 

One could list many of the sources of Quezon’s power. For 
instance, he is indisputably the best orator in the islands in 
any of three languages, English, Spanish, or Tagalog. His 
considerable charm, his patriotism, his executive capacity, his 
curious combination of American characteristics, like aggres¬ 
sive practicality, plus a Latin heritage of suppleness and adroit 
facility in negotiation, all contributed to his career. But his 
knack of getting along well with both rich and poor, with the 
miserably fed pea.sants of the countryside as well as the Spanish 
millionaires in Manila, is probably his single most valuable 
characteristic, according to the best informants in Manila. 
The masses adore him, becau,se he gives them something. 
The rich like him too. By using both he has built up an 
irresistible machine. 

The question of independence is alluringly complex, even 
if we do not touch upon the question whether or not the 
Filipinos are capable of self-government. Early in 1939 the 
situation provided one of the most attractive paradoxes we 
shall find in all this long tour of the East. It is that Manuel 
Quezon, having devoted the whole of his life to Philippine 
independence, isn’t so sure that he wants it; it is that the people 
of the Philippine Island.s, after forty years of agitation which 
have brought them to the threshold of nationhood, are increas¬ 
ingly alarmed that they are going to get—^what they asked for, 

A word on background. The Tydings-McDuffie Act pro¬ 
vides an interim period until 1946 in which the United States 
retains certain rights in the islands, and is responsible for 
their defence. America is to give up its military bases in 1946, 
though the question of naval bases is left open. Until 1946, 
American law controls matters of tariff, immigration, debt, 
currency, and foreign trade. In 1946 all this is cut off. The 
country becomes the Philippine Republic, and swdms—or 
sinks—-alone. The theory behind the Act was to provide a 
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ten-year transition during which the islands could learn—to 
swim.' 

Now there are several points of view among Filipinos in 
regard to independence. Some outright folk like Aguinaldo 
want unconditional independence at once. They call Quezon 
a trimmer. Some would like a ‘Permanent Commonwealth’, 
i.e., the status quo extended in perpetuity in the form of 
something resembling Dominion Status. There are some who 
stand by the Tydings-McDuflie Act, And there are the Reten- 
tionists, who do not tvant independence at all, though they 
are not often bold enough to say so outright. Among Reten- 
tionists are the reactionary clergy, who fear social revolution 
ivhen the islands are left to themselves, and the sugar interests, 
who know that they will no longer sell sugar profitably to the 
United States—and sugar is by far the most important item in 
the economic life of the islands—when it becomes a foreign 
commodity and must pass an American tariff wall. At present 
Filipino sugar enters the United States duty free. 

The Tyclings-McDuffie Act provides that beginning in 1940 
the Filipinos will be charged a five per cent export tax on 
sugar, rising five per cent per year until a full tax of twenty- 
five per cent is reached by 1946, .so that the economy of the 
islands may adjust itself to the loss of the free American 
market. No one at this moment can calculate the effect of 
this arrangement. Thus any long range attitude to national 
affairs is difficult if not impossible. No one knows what future 
revenue will be. No one can dare to estimate future pro¬ 
grammes of public work, national finance, and the like, plan¬ 
ning of which ought to begin to-day. 

In essence the struggle for Filipino freedom is a struggle 
between two competing spheres of sugar interests. This is 
basic fact. 

American sugar, and Cuban .sugar which is controlled by 
New York finance, want the islands to be independent, so 


1 In December 1938, the Philippine-American Joint Advisory Committee, 
after ayear and ahalf of Investigation, advocated that the Philippines should 
remain on preferential trade relations with the United States for a further 
period until 1961. President Roosevelt has submitted this proposal to 
Congress. In February 1939, Mr. Quezon asked for a Philippine plebiscite 
in regard to the date of full independence. 
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that Filipino sugar will have to pay duty in America and enter 
the American market at a severe and possibly fatal handicap. 

Filipino sugar fears full independence. It prefers the status 
quo, so that it may continue to flourish by free entry into the 
American market, which will be lost when the islands become 
a foreign state and have to climb a tariff barrier. 

Thus an odd situation: American interests tend to support 
the liberation of the Philippines, whereas Filipino interests 
tend to prefer the present situation, i.e., their own servitude. 
Patriotism? But the Filipinos say that real patriotism is to 
avoid independence if its result is suicide. Seventy-two per 
cent of Philippine trade is with the United States; sixty per 
cent of this is sugar. 

American imperialism has never been as tenacious or grasp¬ 
ing as European imperialism; the United States is not a one 
hundred per cent imperialist power. The Filipinos know^ 
this, and are grateful. If you ask a Filipino why almost no 
one harbours deep or passionate re.sentment against the United 
States—as an Arab, say, may harbour resentment against an 
Englishman—he will say that, first, America rvas a veritable 
fairy godmother compared to Spain, and second that x 4 mcrica 
has always been willing to clear out. 

Immediately after Quezon’s inauguration a curious thing 
occurred. The President took Roy Howard for a cruise on 
the Casiana. When Hotvard returned he wrote an obviously 
inspired story—this was in 1935!—to the effect that the 
‘dream of Philippine Independence was fading’. If Quezon, 
having just won his fight, was indicating by this that he hadn’t 
wished to win it, he might justly have been accused of mon¬ 
strous hypocrisy. But probably the story tvas a ballon d’essai 
to souncl out political opinion in the United States; Quezon 
didn’t want America to cut the Philippines adrift too soon. 

i 937 > Quezon took the uttermost opposite line. He 
came to Washington and asked for complete independence 
at once. He said; 

‘The Philippines have been assisted economically and schooled 
politically by the United States for almost forty yeara. No 
people in history, coming under a foreign flag, have ever been 
treated so generously. . . . We are as competent to govern 
ourselves now as we can possibly be eight years hence. , . . 

Y 
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Under actual test the terms of the Independence Act are 
proving surprisingly capable of creating irritation. One high 
commissioner) even if of the highest character, if lacking 'in 
sympathy could create a most unfortunate clash. , . . One 
[American] Congress apparently cannot bind the action of a 
succeeding Congress. Gonsequendy, as long as we are bound 
by the present Independence Act, which we have no power to 
alter, the Philippines will continue to be at the mercy of every 
self-seeking group of lobbyists capable of log-rolling a tariff or 
commercial quota to our disadvantage.’ 

Also Quezon must have feared that President Roosevelt 
might be succeeded by a Republican Administration in 1940, 
which might repeal the Tydings-McDuffie Bill. 

This wa.s in early 1937. By 19.39 situation had changed 
again. Reason: the Japanese campaign in China. 

The tlamboyant MacArthur, former chief of staff of the 
United vStates army and now a Philippine Field Marshal, 
believes firmly that the Filipinos, even if absolutely cut off 
from America, could defend themselves, General MacArthur 
has a battery of technical reasons to supiiort his claim. The 
Filipino general staff agrees with him. For one thing they 
say that air potver would not be cflective against the islands, 
and that an infantry invasion is hardly possible. The Filipino 
array is training 40,000 recruits a year, and is turning into an 
excellent fighting force. But the islands have little of the 
industrial equipment upon which modern war depends. 
They have no navy, and to as.serL that they could alone with¬ 
stand a major war seems childish. A trar would be a disaster. 

Very many in the islands have .gennine fear of Japan. They 
think that if America goes, Japan will come in. 

There is a close-knit and powerful Japanese colony in 
Davao, perhaps 15,000 in all, growing hemp—and possibly 
trouble. 

In July 19.38, Quezon made a sudden brief holiday visit to 
Tokyo, He has been there .several times before, and the 
Japanese do their utmost to be nice to him. Quezon denied 
hotly a story to the effect that he sounded out official opinion 
in regard to Japanese intentions towards the Philippines. 
Japan, he said, was willing after 1946 to adhere to an agree¬ 
ment neruralising the islands, according to former pronounce¬ 
ments of policy. Yet it would be an insult to Mr. Quezon’s 
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^ely active intelligciue to suggest that he does not know that 
japan is liungTy for just the sort of loot the riches of the 
Philippines, inrluding very large gold deposits, provide. 

One tan be sure that Quezon has heard of Czechoslovakia, 
He will not be caught and squeezed out like Dr. Benes. 

One can be sure at least of one thing: if the islands are alone, 
Quezon will make the best terms with Japan that he can get. 

Politically the Philippines are an advanced democracy, at 
lea.st in theory; economically they are still in the feudal age. 

.Spain left its ugly heritage. Industry is largely in the hands 
of a few Spanish aristocrats; the land is held largely by great 
landowners or by the Church. Le.ss than one-fifth of one per 
cent of the landowners otvn twenty-one per cent of the total 
arable land. They give staggeringly lavish parties in Manila; 
their tenants pay the taxes; the peasants star\-e. In one district 
in central Luzon ninety per cent of the land is owned by two 
per cent of the people. The landless proletariat numbers 
ten per cent of the total population. Agrarian wages may be 
as low as yjd. a day. The Church has vast properties, 
some gained by gifts or purchases through the tithe, some 
donated by the penitent. 

Quezon has begun cautiously a programme of breaking up 
the big estates. He would like, as he says, to ‘complete the 
revolution’, and abolish feudalism; he must move very slowly. 
He promises much. But he is roughly in the position that 
President Roo.sevelt would face if, attacking Wall Street, he 
knew that all his cabinet and perhaps seventy per cent of his 
majority -were Wall Street men. Quezon knows that to make 
a real revolution he must destroy feudalism, i.e., the powers 
of the Church. This he can do only by destroying himself 
too. 

Opposition to Quezon is feeble. In 1935, a group known 
as the Sakdalists staged an uprising, and its leader, Benigno 
Ramos, fled to Japan, Nowadays a Popular Front embracing 
everyone from communists to the ‘national socialists' of 
Aguinaldo has been organised to combat the President, but 
it has not got very far. One dissident leader of consequence 
is the liberal head of the Philippine Independent Church, 
Bishop Aglipay. The popularity of Quezon is great—and 


I 
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carefully nurtured—and no real opiiosition leader is in sight. 
In the last election Quezon won every seat. There is not a 
single opposition deputy. 

Indeed, members of the Popular Front do not dislike or 
oppose Quezon, whom they regard as the father of the country, 
as a man or a leader; they simply want him to modify his 
policy. Their complaints are that he has created a bureau¬ 
cratic dictatorship; that he controls not only the executive, but 
the judiciary, the army, the legislature, the entire complex of 
government; that he is afraid of the Church and the big land- 
owners; that his economic programme is too slow. They do 
not want to replace Quezon; they want to swing him to the 
Left. 

Quezon was profoundly impressed by Roosevelt and Carde¬ 
nas in 1937: he returned to announce a kind of New Deal for 
the islands uvider the name of the ‘Social Justice' programme. 
This, he announced, gave expre.ssion to a ‘distributist’ philo¬ 
sophy, a middle path between capitalism and socialism; he said 
that it was the duty of the government to nse every means it had 
to force the distribution of wealth so that the rich would be less 
rich and the poor less poor. ‘I do not believe,’ he said, ‘that 
any one man can earn a million pesos by his brain alone. If 
that is communism, then I am a communist.’ He inaugurated 
a minimum wage for government employees (one peso per 
day), and set about a new tax programme. 

Thus Quezon at sixty-one. Perhaps a tongue is in that 
roguish cheek. The next few years will tell. 



CHAPTER XIX 


SINGAPORE BASE 

F ield Marshal Lord Roberts once said the history of the 
world would be decided at Singapore some day. There is 
reason to think that the British are getting ready for the day. 
For they have built Singapore Base, a new, bigger and better 
Gibraltar', one of the most formidable concatenations of naval, 
military and strategic power ever put together anywhere. 

The major advantages of Singapore as the site for this giant 
base are three. First, geography. It is not, like Malta, vulner¬ 
able to attack from a near-by neighbour; Singapore controls 
the trade route to Japan, but Japan is 3,000 miles away. 
Second, it has a completely peaceful hinterland in which poli¬ 
tics scarcely exists; Malaya has no nationalist movement. 
Think by contrast of British bases in Egypt, Iraq, or India, 
which have seen acute ]iolitical trouble. Tliird, it is beauti¬ 
fully equipped for aircraft. Think by contrast of Gibraltar, 
gravely handicapped because there are no convenient landing 
fields, with Germany reported to be arming the opposite shore 
near Algcciras with heavy guns. 

The agglutination of power at Singapore performs a num¬ 
ber of functions. It provides oil storage for the British Fleet, 
as well as dockyards for naval repair. It backs up what is left 
of Hong Kong and is a factor in the protection of Australia. 
It guards Colombo and Calcutta. It drives a great armoured 
stake into a great imperial pivot, the junction of the trade 
routes from India and the West to China and beyond. 

But above all else, Singapore Base is a warning to Japan. 
Hardly an aggressive gesture. But somewhat of a threat, some¬ 
thing of a warning. Singapore Base tells the Japanese, in a 
language they understand, that the British still mean business 
in this part of the world. 

This is precisely why what appeared to be an innocent 
enough announcement caused so greata flurry in January 1938. 
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I’lic announcement was that thi'ee American cruisers, the 
Trenton, the Milwaukee, and the Memphis, would participate 
in the formal opening of the naval base on February 14 last. 
It caused an outburst of speculation in Tokyo, among other 
places. Authorities in Singapore professed to be ignorant of 
the source of the arrangement. The Admiralty in London 
kept veiy cpiiet. So did the Navy Department in Wash¬ 
ington. 

It notv appears that the visit had been projected for some 
time. The cruisers had been scheduled to make a visit to 
Singapore after their call at Sydney, Australia, where they 
participated in the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary cele¬ 
bration of the settlement of Australia. It happened that the 
date very nearly coincided with the Singapore ceremony, and, 
since it might have looked strange if the American cruisers 
came to Singapore and just missed the inauguration, arrange¬ 
ments were made so that they would come in time to partici¬ 
pate. 

Heartburnings and tremors bothered Singapore editors. 
They didn’t want to be unfriendly to the United States. But 
they did not want to have to ask other countries to attend, 
chiefly Japan, and they feared that if the United Slates came, 
other nations—again notably Japan—might ask to be invited. 
At least one editor went out on a long limb by saying that the 
Admiralty had not been informed of the American visit and 
that if the American ships did come, there would be no ques¬ 
tion of their ‘participation’ in the ceremony. On February 3, 
the Singapore Free Press chimed in with the remark that some 
lesser oiiicial of the Admiralty had apparently failed 'to realise 
1 the repercussions’ of an invitation to just one power, and that 
( 'an error has been committed that will tax the ingenuity of 
/ the British Government to rectify’. 

Journalism isn’t exactly free in Singapore. When it 
appeared that more editorials on the same line might come 
out, which would put British hosts in a position of being 
ungracious to American guests, the authorities saw that they 
were modified. The explanation of this editorial nervousness 
is easy enough: Singapore folk, despite the strength of their 
base, don’t want to offend Japan. 

The American cruisers duly arrived; they were greeted with 
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the utmost courtesy; they stayed a full week, and the visit was 
a great success. When they left on February 21, trvo British 
warship.s, the Norfolk and the Emerald, left with them. It 
was announced that, whereas the American ships would go to 
Manila, the British vessels would proceed to Colombo, ‘more 
or less directly’. So immediately the rumour spread of joint 
manoeuvres. It is a point to note that the American ships took 
a week to get to Manila, though the ordinary cruising time is 
about three days. 

One thing is clear as the eye of a pike. The visit, whatever 
its origin, had much greater significance than an ordinary 
courtesy call of units of one navy to another. The opening 
of the Singapore Base, a cardinal event in British rearmament 
and the evolution of British Pacific policy, cannot be viewed 
in a vacuum. It must be viewed in the light of events in 
Europe, of the war in China, of Japanese pressure to the south 
and east. Maybe the American visit wa.sn’t exactly a joint 
demonstration. But it came very close to it, and it gave Japan 
a good deal to think about. 

The sequel seems conclusive. In March 1938, Geoffrey 
Shakespeare, parliamentary secretary' to the Admiralty, an¬ 
nounced in the House of Coratnons that Britain tvas prepared 
to ‘lease the facilities of the new Singapore naval base to the 
United States in case of necessity’. In other words, in case of 
war. ‘Lease’, the Singapore facilities? In case of war, the 
British tvould turn handsprings to get the U.S.A. there for 
nothing. 

But Singapore docking would be a very great convenience 
to the United States in the event of w'ar in the Far East, since 
we have no base west of Hawaii capable of repairing large ships. 
Manila is too small. And anyway we may be leaving Manila 
in 1946. 

The Fortress Isle 

Singapore is an island. It measures ttventy-seven miles by 
fourteen, and is connected with the mainland of Asia by a 
causeway over the Strait of Johore. Probably Manhattan is 
the only sinall island in the world to outrank it as an extra¬ 
ordinary combination of geographical position, commercial 
development and strategic importance. At the tip of Malaya, 
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where the boats must turn upward for the voyage to China 
and Japan, it commands the sea route to the East, 

The British are courteous to visitors in Singapore. But 
they have caught a bit of what is called ‘yellow fever’ locally— 
that is, spy mania. The Japanese see spooks and spies almost 
evei7where; now the British see them too.' Pretty severe pre¬ 
cautions are taken to keep people out of the defended areas, 
and some of the defence cletails are still secret. All the work¬ 
men in the dockyard are fingerprinted, which is a reasonable 
precaution, considering the amount of espionage said to be 
going on. 

But Japanese technique in espionage arouses coarse laughter 
in the British. P’or instance, Japanese ‘fishing boats’ take 
supposedly ‘secret’ soundings in waters which are completely 
and accurately charted by the Admiralty—and anyone may 
buy these charts. Recently the Japanese took over a fashion¬ 
able restaurant, the Taraagawa, where food is served at 
exceedingly cheap prices—maybe because the Tainagawa com¬ 
mands a sweeping view of the Johore beach. At Pongon near 
the air base, there is a cluster of Japanese beer gardens and 
fish ponds, During the manoeuvres in 193S a Japanese 
freighter, the Borneo Maru, anchored off Blakang Mati, one 
of the fortified islands about 600 yards from the Singtipore 
docks. The anchorage was quite legal and maybe it was an 
accident. But at the last moment the British had to change 
the routine of the manoeuvres. 

Our host drove us along the water front the day after the 
inaugural ceremonies at the base. There was quite a lot to 
see. The naval base is at Seletar, on the north shore of the 
island and about twelve miles from Singapore City. Imme¬ 
diately to the east, below a small inlet, is the air base. There 
are three designs in Singapore. One was written by the British 
army, the second by the navy, the third by the air force. 
‘Singapore Base’ is the term used to embrace all three. 

One of the officers with us looked a bit i-ed-eyed. He had 
been up most of the night before, checking photographs of the 
inaugural ceremonies. Every photographer had a soldier in 

^ The British say that Japanese espionage in the region began during the 
Great War, when Britain and Japan were allies. Japanese officers Went 
all over the place freely until 1918. 
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attendance; each one knew just where he could and could not 
go. Of one hundred odd prints exposed, about six were for¬ 
bidden circulation. 

‘There was a river here,’ our host said. ‘We moved it ovci 
yonder.’ 

The last time I saw a river that had been bodily moved was 
at riearborn, Michigan, tvhen my guide was an official em¬ 
ployed by Mr. Henry Ford. And the gigantic engineering 
problem of the naval base at Singapore, wdiich was created out 
of mangrove swamp, reminded me of some things back home. 

On one side, the glittering blue ribbon of the Strait of 
Johore, intersected by the white caaseway. Except on special 
provisioning missions, no ships of any kind—not even British 
merchantmen—are allowed in these waters. On the other, 
the taumy hills, the tropical jungle, of Singapore island, a 
backdrop to the prodigious excavations which made the 
base. 

The dull pewter-coloured oil tanks on the right hold 
1,000,000 tons of fuel. Each is built in a sort of saucer, to pre¬ 
vent the spread of fire, if there should be an explosion. Ahead 
are three wireless masts nearing completion. The higher up 
the Chinese labourers work on these Eiffel Tower-like struc¬ 
tures, the higher is their pay. Underground are the munition 
dumps. Enough stuff underground, .safely hidden, to blow 
the wdiole base to kingdom come. 

The naval base as a whole covers twenty-one square miles. 
Its chief ornaments are the two immense docks, one floating, 
one a graving dock, which lie at right angles within half a mile 
of each other, The docks are the citadels of Singapore; with¬ 
out them the base would have little utility or function. What 
are the docks for? To make possible the quick repair of big 
warships in case of a fleet action. Suppose there were a naval 
engagement in the Pacific; if Singapore didn’t exist, damaged 
ships rvould have to go all the way to Malta for refurbishment. 
The war might be over by the time they got back. 

Of the two docks, the floating dock was put into position 
first. Almost 900 feet long, almost ?oo feet wide, it is the 
third largest floating dock in the world. It can lift any battle- 
,ship afloat; 60,000 men can stand in its giant bottom. The 
dock was built in England, then towed in sections from 
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Wallsend-on-Tyne to Singapore, 10,000 miles. The tow has 
been termed one of the most remarkable of modern marine 
feats. 

The new dock, the graving dock, was the one inaugurated 
in February. It is 1,000 feet long; to make it took six years, 
about £1,000,000 and 500,000 cubic yards of concrete. Any 
ship in the world will fit in it readily; it held 68,000,000 gallons 
of water in a recent test. The floating dock could, in case of 
necessity, be moved somewhere else; the graving dock is sta¬ 
tionary. Adjacent to both docks are the paraphernalia of ship 
repair—machine shops, power plants, storehouses, and the 
largest crane east of Suez. This, of cour.se, is to lift the big 
guns from the ships in case of need. Ei’erything is in duplicate 
except the crane, so that air raidens—if they got through— 
would have to do their job twice. 

Contrary to general opinion, the Singapore Base does not 
include a large naval establishment. Headquarters of the 
British naval forces in the Far East, called the China command, 
are at Hong Kong, not Singapore. In Singapore itself only 
one warship is permanently stationed, the old monitor Terror, 
it has fifteen-inch guns and saw service off the Belgian coast 
during the Great War. Singapore has one defect from a naval 
point of view. The surrounding waters contain submerged 
reefs which make pilotage of submarines difficult. Of course 
this works both ways. 

The air base in Singapore is likewise a complex and highly 
efficient group of units. There are three different military 
landing fields on Singapore, as well as one of the finest civil air¬ 
ports in the world. It was built on reclaimed land on the 
water’s edge, .so that both land and sea planes use it—the 
Douglas DC 3’s of the Royal Dutch Air Lines as well as the 
new Empire flying boats of Imperial Airways. The airport is 
unique in that it is only about seven minutes’ drive from the 
business section of the city. 

The chief military field, clo,sely adjacent to the naval base, 
similarly provides facilities for both land and sea craft. There 
are about twenty miles of what Sir Shenton Thomas, the hard¬ 
working governor, has called ‘perfect water’ for flying boats. 
About forty aircraft are permanently stationed at the base. 
This isn’t many, but the number may be quickly augmented 



b) squadrons ilyiag from India, as the inauccuvrcs lasL year 
pro\ed. 

Technically, Singapore is a fortress. About '7,000 regular 
troops are stationed in the area, but they are not what counts. 
What does count is the one thing about which Singapore is 
really mysterious—the secret fortifications, the great land bat¬ 
teries, which dominate the coast. There are batteries at 
Changi, on the extreme eastward tip of Singapore island, and 
on several of the small islands in the Straits and off the roads. 
These islands house permanent garrisons of artillery and en¬ 
gineers. Some of the batteries contain eighteen-inch guns 
which are the heaviest and most powerful in the world. 

Opium into Howitzers 

Is Singapore impregnable? This is the question the military 
and naval experts like to ask. It is, of course, unanswerable. 
No one knows. Each year raanceuvres are held—very elaborate 
and dramatic manoeuvres, too—^and it is always officially 
understood that they are ‘successful’. But no one can tell 
what actual war may bring. 

There are two schools of thought among the British. One, 
represented mostly by men on the .spot, says that Singapore is 
as nearly perfect a fortress as geography and the mind of man 
can contrive. They say that it is stronger than Gibraltar, and 
believe that no enemy could possibly attack it with success. 

The other school of thought, stationed mostly in London, 
admits that the defences are very good, but would like to see 
them augmented and improved, especially air defence. This 
school is the big-stick school which, no matter what annament 
it has, wants more. For instance, the British magazine 
Aeroplane wrote recently that the defence forces of Singapore 
are ‘a laughing stock’ to any intelligent Asiatic--—certainly an 
extreme view. 

The British air estimates for 1938 included considerable 
expenditure in the Singapore area. The strength of the 
Royal Air Force Far East Command, which has headquarters 
in Singapore, is to be doubled by the end of the year. New 
aerodromes have been completed not only on Singapore 
island but in Sarawak and Borneo, and others are planned for 
Malaya above the Strait. 
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There are designs ‘in’ Singapore; there are also designs ‘on’ 
Singapore. No one in the area thinks of anyone except Japan, 
if you mention possible aggression. The best military in¬ 
formation available is that the island is open to attack only 
from the mainland to the north. A sea approach is almost 
impossible, and though an air attack might do damage, it 
could hardly result in the investment or occupation of the 
island. To lake Singapore, an enemy would have to land 
infantry detachments somewhere in Malaya, or possibly Siam, 
and march south, 

Singapore’s chief adv'antage is its location. It is only i ,578 
miles from Manila and 1,674 miles from Hong Kong, friendly 
territory, but it is 3,345 miles from Yokohama, Japan. It is 
true that the Japanese are building an important air base in 
Formosa, considerably nearer. But the air isn’t everything. 
To make a full-dress attack on Singapore, the Japanese fleet 
would have to steam at least 3,000 miles, which is pretty 
far. 

Singapore is convenient for offensive action also. A British 
fleet action against Japan would be as difficult as a Japanese 
fleet action against Singapore. But the essence of naval war 
is attack on trade. A Pacific war would be largely a business 
of intercepting merchant vessels, plus blockade. The British 
would try to destroy Japanese shipping—as the Germans tried 
to destroy British shipping in the Great War—and thus isolate 
and starve Japan. For this purpose, Singapore is ideal. 

If—or when—the United States leaves the Philippines, the 
situation will greatly change. Should the Japanese occupy 
Manila Bay both Hong Kong and Singapore tvould be gi'avely 
threatened. Some British experts go so far as to say that 
Singapore is ‘useless’ if Japan has the Philippines, And al¬ 
ready Japan has the Spratly islands. 

Work on the base began after the War. In 1919, Admiral 
Lord J ellicoe toured the British dominions and recommended 
that a British Pacific fleet be created and ba,sed on Singapore. 
He wanted battleships instead of mere cruisers in Far Eastern 
waters; he wanted a two-hemisphere naval policy for Britain. 
Soon after, a conference of British admirals met in Penang; 
it seconded Jellicoe’s suggestion. The British were worried 
about the nerv post-War situation and the growing power of 



SINGAPORE BASE 


349 

}apau, bur their nearest base cfjuippcd to handle big British 
^varships in case of trouble was Malta, 8,000 miles away. 

In 1921, the Imperial Conference met in London, pondered 
the Jellicoe statement, listened to the cabinet and the Com¬ 
mittee of Imperial Defence, and took the plunge. It decided 
to build Singapore. In 1922—mark the sequence—the Wash¬ 
ington Naval Limitation Treaty was signed which established 
naval ratios among the great powers and ended the Anglo- 
Japanese Alliance. 

Considerable outcry came from England. First, critics said 
tlrat the new base was an unreasonable extravagance; second, 
that it would needlessly irritate and provoke Japan. And 
Japanese indignation w'as high and hot. Also, purists in 
politics claimed that the new base was a moral infringement 
of the Washington Naval Treaty, which forbade fortifications 
or naval bases cast of no degrees east longitude. Singapore 
lay outside this zone, but only just outside it—by six degrees. 
One M.P. put it this way; ‘It is contrary to the spirit of the 
Washington treaty to move a few hundred miles from Hong 
Kong and then embark on an expenditure of £10,000,000.’ 

Plenty of people talked about British ‘duplicity’ at Wash¬ 
ington. The allegation was formally denied by officials who 
took part in tlte conference. For instance, Mr. Bruce, prime 
minister of Australia: ‘Australia understood when the treaty 
was signed that Singapore was to be built. Australia would 
have never agreed to the treaty if Singapore had been included 
in the area w'here the building of bases and docks was pro¬ 
hibited.’ The British say that all the powers at Washington 
were cognisant of British plans to embark on the Singapore 
undertaking. 

Work on the base began late, because the labour government 
reversed the decision of the previous conservative government 
and cancelled the project. Pacifist Ramsay MacDonald called 
it ‘wild and wanton folly’. The conservatives came in in 
November 1924; policy was changed again and ■work resumed; 
Mr. MacDonald lived to be prime minister of a national 
government which pushed the base almost to completion. 
The work took about fifteen years in all. 

To date, the base has cost a pretty sum, about £16,000,000 
(the official estimate) for equipment, and perhaps £50,000,000 
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i[ die cost ol niLiiiUcnaucc, garrison and so on is included irom 
the beginning. Oddly enough the mother country, England, 
has had to furnish only a minute fraction of cost of the base 
itself. Contributions have come from Hong Kong, New Zea¬ 
land, the Straits Settlements, the Federated Malay States and 
neighbouring potentates like the Sultan of Johore. The 
upkeep of the base is calculated at £500,000 per year, but this 
is almost covered by the annual assessment of 4,000,000 Straits 
dollars or £464.000, paid by the Straits Settlements, the crown 
colony of which Singapore is the capital. 

In other words, capital expenses excepted, the Singapore 
Base costs the home government almost nothing. Where does 
the government of the Straits Settlements get the money from? 
Two sources of revenue are unusual. One, direct, is opium. 
The other, indirect, is the American importer of tin and 
rubber. 

Opium is a government monopoly in the Straits Settlements 
and it is highly profitable. The British buy raw opium from 
Iran or India and prepare it into what is called chandu. The 
raw opium costs perhaps one Straits dollar per ‘tahil’ (one and 
one-third ounce.s); chandu sells for twelve Straits dollars per 
tahil. The profit is obviously enormous, but the price is put 
so high in a deliberate effort to diminish sales. The chandu 
is sold on a strictly controlled basis, like liquor in Scandinavia; 
only registered addicts may buy, and no one can get on the 
addict list except upon medical authorisation. The shops are 
rigidly inspected. The addicts are about ninety-nine per cent 
Chinese; Singapore, be it remembered, is largely a Chinese- 
populated town. 

The revenue from opium for many years made up not less 
than one-third of the total revenue of the Straits Settlements; 
in 1936 it provided 23.23 per cent of the total revenue, in 
1937, 24.48 per cent. There are about 35,000 registered opium 
addicts, that is to say, roughly five per cent of the Chinese 
population. In other words, 35,000 registered Chinese opium 
eaters pay one-quarter of the colony’s share in the cost of the 
Singapore Base, which is perhaps ninety per cent of the total 
cost. 

The American importer contributes indirectly to Singa¬ 
pore's upkeep because the Federated Malay States, on which 
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Singapore is economically dependent, have affixed high export 
duties on the two chief articles of export, tin and rubber, for 
which the United States is a very substantial customer. In 
1937 ' of total revenue of the F.M.S. (50,900,000 Straits 
dollars), the export tax on tin contributed 1(1,215,000 Straits 
dollars or 31.6 per cent, the export tax on rubber 5,634,065 
(eleven per cent). American importers paying a steep tax 
contribute to the solvency of the F.M.S., which in nun make 
the contributions of the Straits Settlements to Singapore pos¬ 
sible. 

Notes on Empire 

If you look at a map of the British Empire, neatly coloured 
pink by tradition—an odd colour to choose, when you come to 
think about it—the temptation is gi-eat to consider it as a unit, 
a.s something uniform. As a matter of fact the British Empire, 
with its 485,000,000 people, its 13,290,000 square miles, is 
very far from being uniform. Its vast ‘mixture of growths and 
accumulations’ is by no means governed by a single law. 

The Empire includes dominions like Canada and Australia, 
which are self-governing, sister states of Britain virtually inde¬ 
pendent since the Statute of Westminster, except for the 
common bondage of the Crown. It includes the colossal sub¬ 
continent of India, itself sub-divided into British India and 
princely states, which we shall deal with soon. It includes 
some crown colonies which are admini.strative dictatorships, 
and some which have constitutions and legislatures. It in¬ 
cludes ‘free states’ like Eire, mandated territories like Pales¬ 
tine, protectorates like the hinterland of Aden, condominiums 
like the Auglo-Egyptian Sudan, territory held jointly with 
France like the New Hebrides, and political curiosities .such 
as Bhutan or Sarawak which fit into no normal categories. 
There are even regions ruled by chartered companies like the 
old East India Company. 

Parts of the Empire were rented and then purchased, like 
Zanzibar. Some were gifts, Bombay for in.stance. Some were 
gained by conquest, and some by luck in exploration, like 
Australia. Some came to Britain as the result of warfare thou¬ 
sands of miles away, like Canada; some were grabbed locally, 
like Hong Kong from the Chinese. British Honduras was won 
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by woodcutters from the West Indies, and Malta by a revolu¬ 
tion of the Maltese, Togoland was captured from the Germans, 
the Gold Coast from the Dutch, Cyprus from the Turks, 
Jamaica from Spain, and parts of India from the Portuguese. 
Some divisions of the Empire were gained by original settle¬ 
ment, like Barbados and Fiji; some, like Nigeria, were ceded 
by native kings. Some were almost lost by war, like South 
Africa, some regained after mutiny, like Oudh and Agra, some 
were loot, like Tanganyika. Some parts, too, have been sur¬ 
rendered, like Egypt, though technically Egypt always had a 
special status outside the Empire proper. 

Aside from the dominions and India, which have their 
special offices, the executive force over the Empire is the 
colonial office, which until recent years—now it is in the excel¬ 
lent hands of voting Malcolm MacDonald—was the most back- 
ward of the great British government departments. Governors 
of colonies .sent out by the colonial office are of several cate¬ 
gories. I heard one incisive critic say that there are four classes 
of colonies. First, the ‘unicellular’, like Gibraltar, where the 
colony is merely a fort; there is no native population, no poli¬ 
tical problem, and the governor may happily be a retired 
admiral or some similar figure. Second, tvhat my friend called 
the more advanced or ‘mollusk’ type, like Uganda or the 
Bahamas, where the governor has considerable preoccupation 
with local problems like public health and administration, but 
where politics is not acute. Third comes the lower ‘mam¬ 
malian’ category of colonies like Cyprus or Ceylon, tvhere the 
governor i.s—or should be—someone competent to deal with 
highly difficult political problems, where he must face poli¬ 
tically advanced native populations. In jobs like these the 
old-style soldier-administrator governor, who may be admir| 
able in the remote interior of Africa, is utterly hopeless. 
Finally come the ‘human’ colonies; for instance, Palestine 
(technically Palestine is a mandate, of course), where a good 
governor must be a good politician above all else. 

The British rule their colonies by a subtle combination of 
power and prestige. The porver is ahvays there, but often it 
is in the form of battleships a thou,sand miles away; meantime 
the young officer may boss 10,000 people rvith a swagger stick 
and dinner jacket. 
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A common denominator is, of course, imperialism. The 
root reason why the colonies exist is exploitation. The Bidtish 
are there to get something out of being there. But exploita¬ 
tion is paid for by a variety of services; the British biibe the 
natives whom they exploit to enjoy the process of exploitation 
by a double reward: first, attention to such matters as public 
health, public order, education; second, by giadual training of 
the people towards self-go\'ernment. No British colony is a 
slat'e state, though political mastery may be complete. In most 
British colonies the eventual result of Briti.sh imperialism is 
held to be freedom from the strictures of that imperialism. 
Obviously the process thus envisaged is an extremely gradual 
one. Development of self-governing institutions is never 
allow’ed to interfere with the immediate demands of empire. 
Ask Mr. Gandhi or Mr. de Valera. They will confirm this 
view. 

One psychological factor helping the British in their im¬ 
perial rule is their innate, impregnable unassimilahility. Once 
an Englishman, always an Englishman. I have met British 
officials, British merchants, who have lived in Malaya or 
Baluchistan for forty years; for all the effect on their character, 
their habits, they might have spent all that time in Nottingham 
or Bournemouth. The British Empire is the furthest possible 
remove from a melting pot. The British do not Mix.' 

The most pleasant locality in almost any Asiatic city is— 
and has been for twenty or forty years—the site of the British 
club; the best embassy, consulate, or local bank is the British 
one; in every capital in the East from Cairo to Peking (except 
Teheran) there is a daily British new.spaper, usually edited 
by Scotsmen. The British never become, as Americans become, 
expatriates. 

A trip from the Atlantic to the Pacific through waterways 
largely British controlled is an extraordinary experience of 
British omnipresence. The entire route is staked out by 
British fortresses or bases; Gibraltar, Malta, Suez, Aden, 
Colombo, Penang, Singapore, Hong Kong. It could not have 
been done more neatly with a slide-rule. 

The threat of Italian naval power in the Meditenmnean, 

' One interesting minor point is that no English prostitute or even female 
night club performer is allowed anywhere in British territory in the East. 
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the dangerous entienchmeiu given Germany near Gibraltar 
as a result of the Spanish civil war, the riotous instability in 
Palestine, above all the Munich ‘peace’ in Septembci 1938, 
and its consequences, gravely weakened British prestige, 
Biitish power too, all o\cr the world, as we well know. As 
a friend of mine said: ‘The lion tried to show his teeth, and 
it was all bridgeivork.’ In fact some teeth were still there. 
Mr. Chamberlain prcleired to smile instead of biting—but he 
may have to bite before too long. 

Malay Medley 

What is known as British Malaya consists of three different 
types of territory. The Straits Settlements including Singa¬ 
pore and Penang are a crown colony: the Federated Malay 
Slates ate native principalities I'ulecl by Britain; the Unleder- 
ated Malay States are hardly more independent than those 
federated, but technicallv their sultans enjoy autonomy. The 
region as a tvhole is dominated by one momentous considera¬ 
tion, natnely, that acre for acre it is the richest British posses¬ 
sion or sphere of interest on the face of the globe. It produces 
forty-fi\e per cent of the world’s rubber, thirty-five per cent 
of its tin; the annual foreign trade is orer half a billion dollars, 
which is greater than tiiat of many western countries. 

Malaya is Irom several points of vicsv a wonderful imperial 
preserve. I,abour is infinitely cheap, the people are indolent 
and affable, nationalism hardly exists. The Malays are 
Moslems by religion, but they have never used religion as 
a spearhead for the political expression, as Moslems almost 
everywhere else in the world have done. 

As a typical a'own colony the Straits Settlement is governed 
—by a governor. He is chairman of what is knoivn as the legis¬ 
lative council which meets perhaps for an hour every month 
or so; there are thirteen official members, i.e., those who hold 
got'ernment posts, eleven unofficial member,s appointed by 
the governor and two members ‘elected’ by the chambers of 
commerce in Singapore and Penang. Of the group all are 
British except one Malay (a former government civil servant), 
one Eurasian, one Indian, and three Chinese. The governor 
initiatc.s legislation. The structure of government has not 
been changed since 1867 when the colony wa,s separated from 



SINGAPORE BAS E 355 

IiicUa. Theic has never been a poliucal campaign or an 
election. 

The Federated Malay Stales, the most important of which 
are Selangor and Perak (this latter I’egion of 7,800 square 
miles produces not le,s.s than twenty-.seven per cent of the total 
world output ol tin), are ruled by a Federal Council of which 
the Gov^ernor-Gcncral of the S.S., in his capacity as High 
Commissioner of the Federated Malay States, is chairman, 
though each nativ'e ruler in state council is theoretically vested 
with ‘supreme’ authority. The sultans are a mixed bag. 
Some do not even speak English. One has forty-three chil¬ 
dren. A political issue in the F.M.S. is what is known as 
‘decentralisation’, which means e.xtension of the power of the 
sultans. Until recently they vv'ere regulated with iron au¬ 
thority by the Chief Secretary in Kuala Lumpur, the capital, 
who reported direct to the Colonial Office in London. Now 
this post has been abolished and the sultans have more elbow 
room, so that they may be persuaded that they are as well off 
as the unfedcrated sultans. This process is roughly analogous 
to that which has led to provincial ‘autonomy’ in India. 

But the British remain very distinctly in a position to make 
any sultan do wliaf they wish. The old sultan of Selangor, 
known as Hi,s Highness Aladdin Suleinan Shah, had both his 
first and second sons rejected for the succession by the colonial 
office, which found the third son more satisfactory as a ruler. 

The unfederated .sultans have a good deal more power. The 
most important and pictiire.sque of them, the Sultan of Johore, 
is a robust character, a great huntsman and bon-vivant, who 
has been forty years on the throne. He is an absolute sovereign 
in his own clomains, though the British have full control of his 
foreign policy. His state is just across the causeway from 
Singapore, and thus has great strategic importance; he con¬ 
tributed £500,000 to the expense of Singapore Base. 

The Sultan of Johore was for some years married to a Scots¬ 
woman, a Mrs. Wilson, whose previous husband had been the 
Sultan’s physician. His three sons are said to be of different 
mothers, but all three, an odd point, married sisters. The 
Sultan is very rich. Of the total revenue of Johore, 16,660,594 
Straits dollars in 3934, some 5,400,000 are written in the bud¬ 
get as ‘personal emoluments’. He has a prodigious sense of 
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humour. One o£ his g'ood stories describes a visit to a Czecho¬ 
slovak spa, where he couldn’t get a bath until he had seen a 
doctor, to visit whom cost £20. 

In the Malay states we pick up the Japanese trail again. 
Espionage I have mentionecl. Tracle also should be mentioned. 
Japanese exports to Malaya have more than doubled in eight 
years. Cheap Japanese textiles flood the peninsula. There 
are several big Japanese-owned iron mines, especially in 
Trengganu state; Chinese workers in these mines have re¬ 
peatedly gone on strike. About 1,000,000 tons o£ iron ore 
per year go from Malaya to Japan. 

Mui Tsai 

This Chinese phrase occasionally crops up in the news dis¬ 
patches. It means a Chinese girl in her teens or even younger 
purchased from her family and employed as a domestic servant, 
without wages, by another family. The employing family 
feeds and clothes her, and presumably on growing up she gets 
married. But the system was open to rank abuses, and many 
children became prostitutes. A government commission in¬ 
vestigated the Mui Tsai question in Malaya and Hong Kong, 
and the system is to be eventually abolished. Meantime every 
Alui Tsai is supposed to be registered, and a law has been pro¬ 
posed forbidding domestic labour by children under twelve. 

Borneo and Sarawak 

Near the Malayan peninsula are the British portions of the 
vast island of Borneo—as large as Germany before the Czecho¬ 
slovak conquest—which are in three distinct divisions. 

One is Sarawak. This state, ruled by a white rajah, is 
unique, and has an extraordinary history. In the middle of 
the nineteenth century the local ruler, facing a rebellion, 
asked a retired English officer of the Indian army, James 
Brooke, for help. Brooke was what might be called a counter- 
buccaneer. tie was a mercenary professionally engaged in 
suppressing pirates; he had his own boats, his own crew. As 
reward for his services the local Bornean potentate gave him 
Sarawak, a territory a.s big as England, and Brooke became its 
first rajah or ruler. The British Government recognised the 
independence of Sarawak in 1888, and this fiction that it is a 
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hate, of coiuse, the light to control its foreign relations, and 
the ruler of Sarawak looks to the governor-general in Singapore 
for advice. 

In i8C)8 the hist Brooke died; he was succeeded as rajah by 
his nephew. Sir Charles Johnstone Brooke. The family lived 
between England and Sarawak, cultivated its preserve, kept 
eveiyone else out, and man'ied able women. The Dowager 
Ranee of Sarawak, widow of Sir Charles, died in 193G; she wa.s 
born in Paris as Margaret de Windt, and was a brilliant patron 
of music and the arts. She lost four children through illness 
(three tragically died of cholera on the same trip to England); 
her fifth child. Sir Charles Vyner Brooke, is the present rajah. 
He succeeded to the title in tgiy. His wife, the Honorable 
Sylvia Brett, a daughter of Lord Esher, was a great friend of 
Siiaw, Ban'ie, and literary figttres of the day. When she and 
the rajah became engaged Shaw sent her a jingle; 

Ride a cock horse 

To Saiawak Cross 

To see a young Ranee consumed with remorse. 

She’ll have bells on her fingers, 

And rings through her nose 

And won’t be permitted to wear ar^ clones. 

The present rajah. Sir Charles Vyner Brooke, has three 
daughters but no sons. His heir is his brother, Captain 
Bertram Brooke, known as the Tuan Muda; in effect they 
divide rule, since each takes over from the other while one is 
on holiday in England. The three daughters all made remark¬ 
able marriages, one, Valerie (‘Princess Baba’), to a professional 
wrestler, Bob Gregory; one (‘Princess Pearl’) to a jazz band 
leader, Harry Roy; the third (‘Princess Gold’) to Lord Inch- 
cape, heir to the P. & O. shipping fortune. When Princess 
Pearl was married a popular song saluted the occasion: 

SarawakVs skies oj blue. 

And a meeting beneath the golden bamboo . . . 

Rather testily Rajah Brooke announced recently that none 
of his daughters are ‘princesses’. He said: 

‘The title is a pure fabrication by the press, a slogan which 
has been used and misused until not only our country, but every 
country in the world, is heartily sick of the sound of Sarawak 
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.... I wish to slate definitely here and notv that none 
of my daughters are Princesses. Before they married their 
names were; Miss Leonora Margaret Brooke, Miss Elizabeth 
Brooke, and Miss Nancy Valerie Brooke. At least, that is what 
they were christened. ... I would be extremely grateful 
if the gentlemen of the press would realise once for all that 
there arc no such people as Princess Gold, Princess Pearl, 
and Princess Baba, but that I have three daughters whose 
names are: The Countess of Inchcape, Mrs. Harry Roy', and 
Mrs. Bob Gregory.’ 

Aside from the Brooke family no one knows much about 
Sarawak. No foreigner may buy land in the territory, and 
outside enterprise is severely discouraged. Annual revenue 
is £437,000, and there is no public debt. 

The other divisions of the British part of Borneo are Brunei 
and North Borneo. Brunei has a sultan but he is subsidised 
by Britain, and the real ruler is the British Resident. Its 
revenue was £30,000 per year a decade ago, and now ten 
times that, because oil was recently discovered there. Its 
single town is hard to reach, because junks filled with stone 
were sunk across the river bed as a barricade during the days 
of piracy, and have never been removed. North Borneo is in 
still another category. It is ruled by a chartered company, 
which has a ‘Court o£ Directors’ in London and its own civil 
service. The board appoints a governor, who is de facto and 
de jure ruler of the state, but with the consent, of course, of 
the Colonial Office. There is a big Japanese colony in North 
Borneo. 

Here arises a detail which concerns the United States. The 
Moslem tribesmen in the Philippines, known as Moros (it is 
not usually realised that a large number of Mohammedan 
semi-savages still live under the American flag), have as titular 
leader the Sultan of Sulu, who also claims to be Sultan of 
North Borneo. I'he British North Borneo Company paid 
him a subsidy or land rent, so that his territorial ambitions 
did not become too pressing. This is the first but not the last 
time in- these pages that we will come across British subsidies 
to undeveloped kings or countries in obscui-e parts of the 
world. 

At the end of 1938 a quarrel between two rival candidates 
for the .sultanate of Sulu was raging. 
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DUTCH TREAT 

T he Netherlands Indies are a great world of their own in 
this swing around Asia we are making. Some 65,000^000 
people live in the Indies, Malay-Polynesian by race and pre¬ 
dominantly Moslem or heathen in religion, ruled from afar 
by the 8,000,000 stout burghers of the Netherlands, 10.000 
miles array by crow or the K.L.M. air line. 

The Indies have a European as well as an Asiatic function. 
The life blood of the Netherlands comes from here. Pumping 
into Holland from Insulinde, as the Indies are called, is a 
stream of invigorating wealth. The Indies tail is what wags 
the Dutch dog. As^a consequence Dutch policy in the East 
is to conserve this precious appendage, to see that the Japanese 
are held off and that the Malays do not rise. 

There are some two thousand islands in this extraordinary 
archipelago. If you put the western tip of Sumatra at San 
Francisco, then the eastern extremity of the Indies, in New 
Guinea, would almost reach the Atlantic coast, the Dutch 
extremity of Borneo would be in North Dakota, and the 
southern extremity, below Timur, would lie somewhere near 
New Orleans, 

The dominating fact about the islands is that, like Croesus 
and John D, Rockefeller, Jr., they are rich. They are the Big 
Loot of Asia. They are packed tight with natives, under the 
steaming sun, who both produce and buy wealth. Java is the 
most densely populated country in the world, exceeding even 
Japan, In the old days, the days of the Dutch East India 
Company, trade was a simple business of profitable barter: 
glass bead.s, which cost little, for spices and cinnamon, which 
brought profit. Nowadays it is a tremendous international 
process. The Netherlands Indies pour out an illimitable 
stream of pepper, sugar, rice, tea, coffee, oil, iron, gold. If 
necessary they could totally supply the world’s rubber. They 
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produce to-day ninety-five per cent of its quinine, fifty per 
cent of its tobacco, twenty per cent of its tin, ten per cent of 
its petroleum. 

The government of the Netherlands Indies is a complete 
but in effect a benevolent autocracy. If you compare the 
Dutch system of rule with that of, say, the British in India, 
several points of contrast and analogy arise. 

One cardinal item to note is that the Dutch encouraged 
intermarriage with natives in the old days, and still do not 
outlaw it. What would make the pukka Sahib in British 
India go grey with horror is accepted in the Netherlands 
Indies without moral or ethnic shame. This was because the 
first Dutch settlers came out alone, and often stayed their lives 
in the Indies without returning. They married natives be¬ 
cause there was no one else to marry—to say nothing of the 
manifest charms of those ladies from Bali and similar islands 
which nowadays grace the shipping advertisements. In Bri¬ 
tish India, a Eurasian (half-caste) is considered an Indian. 
As a rule he is outlawed socially. In the Netherlands Indies, 
a Eurasian, no matter how .slight the amount of white blood 
in his veins, is considered a European, and may reach almost 
any position. 

Another point is that the Indies have at times been more 
independent of the colonial office in the Hague than British 
India has ever been independent of London. The Indies 
have rvhat is practically their own foreign policy; they appoint 
trade commissioners abroad who may in time have the status 
of ambassadors. The islands are a big show in themselves. 
On the other hand, the home parliament has the right to veto 
laws passed by the Volksraad of the Indies. Relations be¬ 
tween Batavia, the capital of Insulinde, and the Hague are 
apt to shift depending on the political situation at home and 
the person of the governor-general. The present governor- 
general is known as a ‘Holland man’. His predecessor in 
contiast tdrtually wrote his own policy. 

Another point is land. In British India land is held by the 
British Crown. In the Netherlands Indies the title of the 
land (in Moslem districts anyway) is theoretically in the hands 
of Allah; it is vested in the people, and only administered by 
the government, No foreigner, not even a Dutchman, may 
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own, buy or sell land. He can only lease it. Land is never 
alienated fi'om a native, and no peasants are dispossessed for 
debt. The land is supposed to belong to the people as a whole. 
This does not, however, prevent exploitation of land; for in¬ 
stance, almost half of Sumatra is held under lease by the 
Handels-Verecniging of Amsterdam, the biggest enterprise 
in the islands, tvliich produces sisal, hemp, palm oil, and 
so on. Its chairman was once Dr. Colijn, the Dutch prime 
minister. 

There are native princes in the Indies just as in Malaya 
and India. The Dutch permit them a mild Itind of autonomy. 
In Java two native potentates are the Soesoehoenan (‘Em¬ 
peror’) ot Soerakarta, sometimes knowm for short as Solo, 
and the Sultan of Jogjakarta, this last a considerable character. 
Recently he divorced his twelve wives. The gentleman from 
Solo is highly picturesque. He has fifty or sixty decorations, 
which he inveterately wears, and his own little army; one of 
his numerous and resplendent titles is ‘Nail of the Universe’. 
He rests one day a year in ceremonial fashion, so that the 
universe, which revolves upon him as on a pivot, may rest 
likewise. 

Very large rubber and tobacco properties in Sumatra are in 
the hands of native sultans, and are held on lease by American 
and British companies—for instance, U.S. Rubber, Goodyear 
Rubber, Hawaii-Sumatran Rubber, and Standard Oil of New 
Jersey. Some of these leases are expiring .soon, and the sultans 
may hold out for bigger rents. This puts the Dutch adminis¬ 
trators in a quandary. They don’t want to interfere with the 
right of powerful sultans like those in Deli and Langkat to 
make good bargains, but on the other hand they do not want 
to set precedents to future Dutch disadvantage. 

The Sultans of Sumatra are important for another reason; 
namely, that if a Japanese invasion of the Netherlands Indies 
should ever occur, the Dutch would regard Sumatra as their 
final bastion and refuge, Java they might lose; Sumatra they 
think they can hold. Java is of course the mo.st important 
island in the Indies, with 40,000,000 people or two-thirds of 
the total island population. But Sumatra is nearer Singapore 
and British help—if the British should choose to help. 

The governor-general of the Netherlands Indies, like the 
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viceroy in India, is appointed by the Crown for five years. The 
viceroy may nowadays return on home leave once during his 
term of office; the Dutch governor-general is not allowed this 
privilege. He must spend hi.s live years in the islands without 
a break. The governor-general is u.sually cho.sen from among 
clistiiigui.shcd civil servants, politicians, or even busine.ss men. 
The job is the stpireme plum in the political life of the Nctlier- 
lands. 

A British King n.sually visits India for his Dnrhar; in con¬ 
trast, Queen Wilbehnina has never seen her i.sland empire. 
The distance xvas thotiglu to be too great, and the ri.sk,s of travel 
too onerous. Her heir. Juliana, may visit the Indies some day. 
The idea is constantly mooted. 

Tlie governor-general has very wide power—wider probably 
than those of a British viceroy. Like the viceroy, he is assisted 
by a council of state—in India it goes by a diH'crcnt name—- 
which is both a cabinet and a rudimentary upper house. One 
intere.sting detail is that members of the council of state are 
usually civil .servants who also .serve five years, but their terms 
do not necessarily corrc.spond to the governor-gcncrars term. 
This theoretically leads to sleadinc.ss and continuity in 
administration. 

In British India the overwhelming problem, the problem 
which every viceroy must face every minute of every day, is 
that of relations to the Indians. This hardly exists in Nether¬ 
lands Indies. The Indians in British India, led by Mr. Gandhi 
and Pandit Nehru, are a terrific jiolitical force; the Indian 
National Congress, pledged to freedom from British rule, is 
goi'erning in eight out of eleven provinces. But in Nether¬ 
lands Indies political con.sciousness is primitive, the autonomy 
movement is closely held in check, and the governor-general 
rules supreme. 

Yet despite the rigidity of the Netherlands .system of admini¬ 
stration, it has characteristics which fend to bring closer rc- 
lation.s between Dutch and native than between British and 
Indian. The Dutch Civil Service, called the Binncnlandsch 
Bestuur, is probably nearer to the people titan the Indian 
Civil Service in British India. This is because of the system 
of natixjc administrators called Regents, who work under 
Dutch residents or governors, but who have considerable local 



nu'icil 'I RE A "I 303 

inilueuce and auLhoiity. Tiic Regents serve to decentralise 
the administration. 

In Brilish India, however, there is an electorate of some 
35,000,000 people, and provincial antonomy under native 
aotcrnmeuis has begun to function. In the Netherlands 
Indies there is hardly an electorate at all, and provincial 
autonomy is a distant dream. A Volksraad, or People’s 
Assembly docs exist, but twentyuwo of its sixty members are 
appointed, and tlic others are elected on an extremely limited 
franchise, perhaps one per cent of the population. Nor has 
the Volksraad anywhere near as much power as, say, the Con¬ 
gress legislatures in Bombay or Madras. 

The present governor-general of the Netherlands Indies is 
an oflicial out of the diplomatic .service, very young for his post 
—he was appointed at forty-four—with the jaw-breaking 
name Jhr. Dr. A. W. L. 'Tjarda van Starkenborgh Stachouwer. 
Young as he is, lie looks yovmger. His eyes are among the 
most piercingly blue I have ever seen. He is a tremendous 
worker, and something of a stickler for punctilio. His wife 
is an American, the daughter of a diplomat. 

In 1933, a very severe series of ‘crisis measures’ was intro¬ 
duced in the Netherlands Indies. I'he object was to counter¬ 
act the ravages of the world depression; in four years, the 
total trade of the islands had fallen sixty-nine per cent. The 
new decree Q'dve the governor-general (he right to limit and 
license both imports and exports, to control local trade and 
industry, and to lix prices. I’lie budget was slashed almost in 
half, from a 1929 figure of 763,364,000 guilders to 485,706,000 
in 1933. 'Paxes went up, salaries went down. The operation 
was almost herculean, and the patient just managed to recover. 

Accompanying the crisis dccrce.s came some severe exercises 
in political dictatorship. Hic governor was given power to 
outlaw any political party, to regulate public meetings, to for¬ 
bid political activity by government .servant.s, and to control 
the posts, telephones, telegrams, and local transportation. 

The pinch of the crisis decrees plus resentment at what 
seemed excessive political regimentation produced much 
grumbling. One result was what came to be called the 
Dominion Status Bill. The Volksraad may not introduce 
legislation, but, by majority vote, it may petition the Queen 
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asking for legislation. So a deputy lose in October 193b, and 
petitioned her ‘to take .steps to see that the government of 
Netherlands Indies wasadmini.stcred in accordance with term.s 
of Article I of the Constitution’. This meant Dominion 
Status, since Article 1 of the Constitution provides for equality 
of the Dutch colonics and the home country under the Crown. 
The petition was pa.ssed on June 15, 1937. The Eurasians, 
who are usually more Dutch than the Dutch, voted with the 
native nationalists to make its passage possible. 

The nationalists are in two groups, "i’he moderates are 
afraid of Japan, which tends to dampen their ardour, since they 
prefer Dutcli rule to Ja[ianese. So they do not want to cut the 
ties with Holland, which might make Japanese penetration 
possible. The extremists, on the other hand, who call them¬ 
selves ‘non-co-operative’, want independence. I’he nationalist 
leader, Mohammed H. Thainrin, the son of a civil servant who 
was for a time acting mayor of Batavia, is an able man in his 
early forties; he dominates the thirty natives in the VolLsraad. 

The grievances of the nationalists arc several. They say, 
first, and most important, that Holland sucks all the wealth 
out of the country, that the Indies are run for exploitation and 
profit by the Home Government. The Indies give Holland life 
blood, and get little in return. Until the depression, the home 
country got almost £30,000,000 per year from Insulinde. 

Second, they accuse the Dutch administration of deliberately 
starving the educational system. This tends to keep the people 
in subjection, and to prevent the normal growth of jiolitical 
aspirations. Dutch policy, it has been said, is 'to keep the 
bellies of the people full, their minds empty’. Indeed, the 
record of the Dutch in education is miserable. Illiteracy is 
ninety-five per cent, and the public school system is a myth. 

Some parts of the islands are inhabited still by aborigines,' 

^ Most of the remaining cannibals and headhunters are in New Guinea. 
Aviation in Insulinde developed through splendid air services which now 
penetrate territory hitherto almost unknown. Recently a plane flew over a 
backward stretch in New Guinea. The tribesmen below decided that it 
could not be a bird, because it made too much noise. They consulted the 
medicine man who informed them that it was the devil himself. The 
apparition, devil or not, had come from the south, and the villagers—-just 
to play safe—marched southward and slit forty odd throats in the next 
cpmmunity. 
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who ocLAsioiially cause nouble. For a time a focus of discon¬ 
tent was the At jeh region in northern Sumatra, where Moslem 
tribesmen resisted subjugation. What brought them to settle¬ 
ment xvas mostly the steady advance of roads, motor-cars, and 
movies, which gave them better (and less risky) amusement 
than headhunting. Also on Sumatra arc the Minang Kabau 
Malays, who consider themselves the fathers of the Malay 
race; they arc the purest in language and blood of anyone on 
tlie islands. They revolted briefly, in 1926, largely because 
they had no shaic in government. In West Java there is a wild 
tribe, the Bantamese, who likewise had to be crushed in 1936. 

In Batavia, in 1926, occuirecl a serious rising partly com¬ 
munist in origin, partly straight nationalist. The putschists 
gained control of the telephone system, but were put down. 
The leaders were shipped to Boven Digoel in New Guinea, an 
isolated camp in cannibal territory, where they were let pretty 
much alone—since ihe character of the country almost pre¬ 
cluded the possilsility of escape—and told to make their own 
utopia there. 

Partly as a result of criticism, partly to strengthen itself, the 
government of the Netherlands Indies in 1938 embarked on 
a far reaching reorganisation. The Indies are always con¬ 
sidered to consist of two units: Java and the adjacent island 
of Madura comprise one, and everything else—the ‘Outer 
Possessions’—are the other. Hitherto the Outer Possessions 
—Borneo, Sumatra, New Guinea and so on—have been par¬ 
celled up among a number of local governors or residents; 
there were ten in Sumatra alone, for example. Now the whole 
Outer Po.ssession,s—covering a territory almost as widespread 
as the United States—are to be consolidated into three big 
go\'crnorship.s: one for Sumatra, one for Borneo, one for the 
remaining islands which will be lumped together as the 
Grottc Oost (Great East). This will have two effects: it en¬ 
courages autonomous development, and at the same time 
strengthens the centre if, some day, there should be trouble 
with Japan. 

Overwhielmingly the great worry of the Netherlands Indies 
is Japan. The war in China threw into vivid spotlight the 
possibility of eventual Japanese penetration to the south. In 
Malaya and Singapore, by and large, I found an atmosphere 
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<)l (onfidc'iitr. 'I'lic Singapoic Base is hi a way a nionumcnt, 
a tribute to Japan’s potentialities, but i) serves to reassure 
Britain, The DtUih arc riightened—(hough they don’t like 
to admit it—because they cannot del'end them,selves. Hol¬ 
land is not a poor countiy, but it could not all'ord a military 
expenditure sufficient to make the Indies impi egnalile. One 
might think that the Dutch would assume that the Japanese 
will be busy in China lor a long time, their hands too [nil for 
other adventure,s, but on the contrary the success ot' Japan in 
China is what woiiies the islands mo.st. One adventure some¬ 
times suggests another. An additional point, the Dutch say, 
is that the Japanese army in China earned such kudos that 
the japane.se navy might be tempted to imitate its success in 
adjarent fields, 

Japanese agents arc everywhere busy on the islands. The 
Dutch tell scare stories of Japane.se reserve officers disgui.sed as 
laundry men, of japane.se fishing boats tvhich arc eyes for the 
navy, Recently a Japanese trawler, prowling in coastal waters, 
was hred on and .sunk liy Dutch guards. One story, which I 
could not conlirni, described a Japanese timber concession 
near Balikpapan, in Borneo, where tracts of forest were sup¬ 
posed to have been cleared as secret landing fields for aircraft. 
Another story tells of a landing field—Dutch—near Sama- 
rang, Java, supposedly .secret in location. Japanese spies found 
it. But the Dutch continue to call it their only ‘secret’ field in 
the hope that the Japanese won’t find others which really are 
tucked away. 

1 'he Dutch appear to be rather suspicious of their own na¬ 
tives in military matters. The native troop,s, for instance, are 
not allowed to train with machine-guns, and native,s are not 
permitted to visit Dutch warships. So when a Japanese 
cruiser called at Cheribon, Java, it was intelligent of the 
Japanese to invite the native population aboard. The Dutch 
accu.se the Japanese of encouraging and secretly subsidising 
the more outspokenly anti-Dutch of the native political 
groups. 

Dutch military preparation is active. The experts know 
that the islands could not be defended—not all of them, at 
any rate—from comprehensive or major attack, but (hey are 
busily intent on making an attack expen.sivo to the atlackcT, 
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This costs money. The defence budget went up from about 
go,000,000 guilders in 1936-7 to not les.s than 135,000,000 in 
1937-8. Part of the cost is being defrayed by a two per cent 
export tax. The rule is that the Ploinc Government supports 
the navy, the Indies Government the army. As there is no 
separate air force, wings being attached to both army and 
navy, aviation cost is split. 

The Dutch navy in Indies waters would be no match for 
japan; it has no battleships aiad only four cruisers. There are 
eight to ten destroyers and perhaps a dozen submarines; nine 
more submarines are being built. A naval base exists at Sou- 
rabaya, at the other end of Java from Batavia. The army is 
proportionately stronger, and it is believed that the Indies 
could put about 50,000 lighting men in the field, perhaps 
more. There have been large purchases of foreign—mostly 
American—bombing planes. American engineers and in¬ 
structors are on duty at Bandoeng, the mountain town,three 
hours from Batavia which is army headquarters. 

The major line of Dutch defence is to rely on diplomacy, 
which means supjiort from England. And British support 
should be forthcoming if anyone I'emains in London with any 
regard for empire policy, because an enemy in the East Indies 
would cut the line from Australia to India and would en¬ 
danger Singapore. If diplomacy fails, the Dutch hope to fend 
off attack by mines, by submarines, and by air power. I heard 
hnsli-hush talk of a secret air base on Ambon, an i.slet between 
Borneo and New Guinea. Recently Batavia was treated to an 
experimental blackout. It was judged successful, though one 
American bomber crashed. But probably the Japanese know 
by this time where Batavia is. 

Japanese commercial penetration is also a preoccupation 
in the Indies. For many years Japanese business was unim¬ 
portant; roughly, from 1914 to 1929 it did not exceed ten per 
cent of the total import trade. But after the a'ash of 1939 the 
Japanese began to undersell the countries of the West and to 
multiply their exports to the Indies. In 1928, for example, 
Holland contributed 20,05 per cent of the islands’ imports and 
Japan only 9.54 per cent. But, in 1934, the Dutch share of 
imports dropped to 12.98 per cent, and Japan’s .share rose to 
31.88 per cent. Alarmed, the Dutch proceeded to impose 
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quota restrictions on Japanese products, and decreed that a 
certain proportion of Japanese exports to the Indies-—thirty- 
eight per cent—-must be carried in Dutch ships. Even so, 
Japanese textiles, shoes, chemicals, rubber goods, bicycles, 
cotton, continued to pump into the islands. The home coun¬ 
try found it impossible to compete with Ja|3anese low wages 
plus t he depreciation ol the yen. A Japanese-Dufeh trade con¬ 
ference took place in Batavia, but broke up alter six months 
of wrangling when the Japanese demanded not only trade 
rights in the Outer Possessions but the right to ‘develop’ them, 
development presumably meaning agricultural and mineral 
concessions. 

Note on nationalism. It is a striking phenomenon, as 
Frances Gunther has pointed out, that native peoples tend to 
take on the complexion of the folk that rule them. Flmnan 
and political nature does change—at least in the East. For 
instance, the l''ilipino.s, after forty years of Americanisation, 
are more American than the Americans. A barman in the 
Hotel Manila, a deputy in the Filipino legislature, could have 
lived all their lives on Broadway .so far as general attitude is 
concerned. Similarly in British India most of the great 
nationalist letidcrs behave strikingly like Englishmeti. They 
go to school in England; they learn about that extraordinary 
concept, ‘fair play', and they look at ‘gentlemen’; back in 
India, they become Engli.sh gentlemen tlicmselvcs, even when 
bitterly attacking British rule. The same thing is true in the 
Netherlands Indies. Most of the nationalist leaders 1 met 
were almost indistingtiishable from Dutchmen. 

The Dutch watch American Philipjune policy with mis¬ 
trust and apprehension. They think that tlic United .States 
Government, if it lets the Philippines go, will have committed 
a mad act of treachery to the white race. 

The Japanese probably would prefer the Dutch East Indies 
to the Philippines as a possession, becau.sc the native popula¬ 
tion is not so advanced and the islands are richer. The Dutch 
fear that if the United States give liberty to the Filipinos, the 
Japanese will skip over them and grab Insulinde, 

«**••«**• 

And now we return to the Asia mainland for a quick 
glimpse of Siam and Inclo-China, and then assault on India, 
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THE INCREDIBLE KINGDOM OF SIAM 

Q lAM, about the size of Fiance, is a country of rice, rubber, 
O 14,000,000 good-naturecl peasants, and a boy king. On 
the map it looks rather like an octopus rvith one tentacle dang¬ 
ling into Malaya towards Singapore. It is the country where 
no one needs to work more than three or four month-s a year 
(because the climate is so propitious and rice so abundant), 
where the pronunciation of names is fantastically at variance 
with spelling (for instance ‘Guamchitiphol’ is pronounced 
‘Kunchit’), where Japanese influence is increasingly active, 
where there are 17,408 monasteries and ^25,000 priests, and 
where white elephants arc sacred. 

Its capital, the town of Bangkok, is a charming place where 
the tram-cars are yellow and the priests' robes orange, where 
one-fifth of the total area is covered by temples, where rice 
husks are used as fuel, where the most expensive daily news¬ 
paper in the world—in English—is published, where silver- 
plated tiger skulls arc sold as ash trays, where rickshas are 
drawn by bicycles, and where you put your feci in bags up to 
the thighs to keep the mosquitoes off. 

Siam is the only independent country in Asia between Japan 
and Persia, the only eastern territory that did not become booty 
of the great powers during the imperialist expansion of the 
nineteenth century. The Siarae.se call their country ‘Miiang- 
Thai’, which means land of the free. They have been an 
independent state since about 1350, and originally their 
kingdom extended to the Yangtze. The Siamese are a dis¬ 
tinct racial and linguistic group, but with very marked 
affiliations with China, and .some Malay admixtures. They 
performed the miracle of surviving as an independent king¬ 
dom partly because their territory, half of which is even 
to-day unexplored jungle, was hard to penetrate and conquer, 
partly because it was convenient to both Britain and France 
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to have a buffer state between Burma, Malaya, and Indo- 
China. 

But Siam may not remain an independent state for ever—if 
the acknowledged Japanese dream of domination over ‘East 
Asia’ becomes a reality. 

Siam was—and is—not only an independent country; until 
1932 it was one of tlie last absolute monarchies remaining in 
the tvorld. Since 1782 it has been ruled by members of the 
staggeringly prolific Chakri dynasty. Until 1932 it was a back¬ 
water, a stagnant and not unhappy land where the monarch, 
although w'ith absolute powers, chose as a rule to govern mildly. 
There tvas no constitution, no judicial system, no legislature, 
until 1932. Siam was a remnant, picturesque in the extreme, 
of Oriental medievalism. Then the first flush of modern ideas 
reached Siam. The flush spread, and became a fermentation. 
The peo|ile demanded reforms, they demanded the extension 
of governmental institutions. So in June 1932, a curious 
bloodless revolution took place. The Siamese arc mild people. 
The only casualty was one general vrounded in tlic leg. 

King Prajadhipok, a small smiling man, with great .subtlety 
of mind and an astute sense of humour, promptly accepted the 
ultimatum of the revolutionaries. Tlicre was no need even 
to declare martial law. The revolutionaries apologised for 
the bluntncss of their first manifesto, which had attacked the 
king, and jircparcd a provisional constitution, which was fol¬ 
lowed by another one. The movement was directed mostly 
against the topheavy clique of royal princes and noblemen who 
rnonofoolised the political power and economic privileges of 
the land. The king was permitted to remain. 

The revolution was made by a grou]) ol oflicers and .students. 
They had strong leftist tendencies. They wanted to democra¬ 
tise Siam, Soon a split came, and in June 1933, ocenrred 
another coti/i d'etat. The first prime minister of the revolu¬ 
tion, Phya Manoprakorn, fled to Penang, and was succeeded 
by an army officer with a more forthright policy. Colonel 
Pliahol. Then in October 1933, came an attempt at counter¬ 
revolution. Several disgruntled noblemen and landownens, 
led by a Prince Bovaradej (who i.s now an exile in French 
Indo-China), sought to overthrow the new regime. The revolt 
—granting the extreme difference between Spanish and Siam- 
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ese character—was strikingly similar to that ot General Franco 
in Spain. The propertied classes and aristocrats had been 
ejected from domination of the government; they refused to 
stay ejected; they rose against the revolution. They were put 
down (unlike General Franco) largely because the counter¬ 
revolutionary leader^—gentle like almost all Siamese—^refused 
to take the responsibility for further bloodshed when fighting 
began. 

The government passed death sentences on several of the 
captured counter-revolutionaries. King Prajadhipok mean¬ 
time had begun a long trip around the world searching for 
relief from eye trouble. It became clear that he did not want to 
return to Siam, tliough the government insisted that it had 
only the friendliest feelings towards him, and would treat him 
with respect if he remained faithful to the new constitution. 
Crisis came when royal assent w^as necessary for the execution 
of the rebels. The King refused this assent—this was in 1935 
—and therefore abdicated. He was in London at the time; the 
abdication was by mail. (Incidentally the rebels were exe¬ 
cuted, Japanese fashion, through a curtain.) 

The quality of Siamese political life before the revolution 
may be judged from (he fact that a great many words, not 
exi.sting in Siamese, had to be invented to express the ideas 
of the movement. A brilliant young Siamese, Prince Varn- 
vidya-Vavarane, who chose to side with the new government 
despite his royal blood, and who was trained in philology at 
Balliol, had the task of creating words hitherto unknown to 
the Siamese language. For instance; 

Constitution Revolution 

Political Science Proletariat 

Reform Political Party 

Civil List Policy (in the sense of statecraft) 

Actually these concepts had never found expression before 
in Siamese. (On the other hand, words did exist before 193s 
for such terms as ‘Democracy’, ‘Privy Purse’, ‘Cabinet’, ‘Educa¬ 
tion’, ‘Taxes’, ‘Legislature’.) 

A revolution may be judged by two things, first its transfer 
of political power, second its transfer of economic power. As 
regards the first item the Siamese revolution is complete. A 
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legislaLiue funclions^ an iiidcpeiidenl; judiciary has been set 
up, and the paraphernalia oE western democracy are closely 
imitated; power is in the hands oE tlie People’s Party, an out¬ 
growth oE the oiiginal revolutionary clique. Economically 
the revolution is not complete. P>eginnings have been made 
to cciualisc taxation, to distribute wealth, and a social reform 
programme ol .some consequence has been inaugurated; but 
Siam still has a long way to go before it becomes an integrated 
people’s state. 

The actual technique of the revolution was unusual. It was 
a lechnological coup d’etat of an advanced type. Its chief 
authors had read T’rotsky and Malaparte. They acquired 
power not by force of arms but by seizing the sources of power 
—the telephones, the power plants, the railway, and so on. 
Also the Siamese revolution dillcrs from many others in that 
there was no punitive assault on the class represented by the 
previous regime. The great bulk of the princes and aristocrats 
continue to live in peace; they were not eliminated, even after 
their attempt at counter-revolution. Their privileges, how¬ 
ever, were severely curtailed. Before 1931; the royal princes 
usurped a tremendous projiortion of the national revenue. 
Now the civil list, which includes the expenses of the regency, 
is only 445,200 Heals (i Heal = i/io|) out of a total buclgct of 
104,891,114, or .004 per cent. 

King Prajaclhipok continued after his abdication to live in 
England. Ills successor was his nephew, the boy Ananda. 

Royalty in Siam 

Because Siam is still a kingdom, because the princes of royal 
blood may some day choose to reassert themselves, it is neces¬ 
sary to interpolate a word about what by all odds is as im¬ 
probable and ornate a group of characters as the Asian world 
can show. 

The great Siamese king Phra Chula Chom Klao, known as 
Chulalorigkorn, the most impressive figure in Siamese histoiT, 
ruled from 1868 to 1910. It was during this long reign that 
Siam heard the first enticing whispers of the modern world 
outside. Chulalongkorn was an enlightened despot. Rail¬ 
ways came; so did posts and telegraphs; so did treaties with 
foreign nations. But the most interesting thing about him 



THE INCREDIBLE KINGDOM OF SIAM 373 

was his [amily. Reputedly he had eighty-four wives and 362 
children. In tlic current Directory of Siam nine and a half 
pages are necessary merely to list the male descendants of 
Chulalongkorn who survive to-day. They are gi'ouped in 
twenty-five main families, presumably olf-springs of the 
twenty-five chief royal wives. 

In a polygamous country like Siam, if more kings came with 
the vitality of Chulalongkorn, practically the entire popula¬ 
tion would eventually become admixed with royal blood. So 
the Siamese invented a system unique in royalty whereby the 
progeny of kings gradually resume the status of commoners. 
Thus the son of a Siamese monarch is known as a Royal High¬ 
ness; the grandson is merely a 'Mom Chao’ or Serene High¬ 
ness; the gieat-graudson is a ‘Momrajawong’ or Lord; the 
great-grcat-gi'andson is plain mister.' Even this gradual but 
drastic de-royalising of royalty did not seem sufficient precau¬ 
tion in view of the inordinate number of surviving princes, 
so that recently a law was passed inllicting monogamy on the 
Siamese monaich. Moreover, it has become a custom that 
the monarch—if he can find anyone—should marry someone 
not of royal blood. 

The marital affairs of King Chulalongkorn, quite apart 
from the number of his wives, were incredibly complicated. 
Incidentally his senior wife, known now as the Dowager Con¬ 
sort, is still alive; she prays daily in the great temple of the 
Emerald Buddha, and is the richest person in Siam. King 
Chulaloiigkorn's first wife had two sons. The King then 
married in turn three sisters. The third sister had six sons. 
She had great influence over him, and persuaded him to skip 
the second son by his first wife when arranging the succession, 
in favour of her first sou and then her other sons. Another 
complication is that (he three wives who followed the first wife 
were not only sisters, but moreover were half sisters of the 
King himself, All had the same father (the previous king) 
though the mothers were different. 

So King Chulalougkorn’s heir was his eldest son by his first 
queen; he reigned from 1910 to 1955 as King Rama VI. He 

There are, however, several categories of minor nobility in Siamese; 
a man may successively be a ‘Luang’, a ‘Phra’, a ‘Phya’, and a ‘Chao- 
phya’. 
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was ail exceplionally engaging creature, a speadthrirt and 
wondcrL'ul gambler, with a very fat stomach; his people nick¬ 
named him ‘Tum-Tum’. He tianslatccl Shakespeare into 
Siamese, wrote plays, and acted in them. 

According to King Chulalongkorn’s rule of succession, 
Rama should have been followed by his eldest half brother 
whose name was Mahidol. But Mahidol was far from being 
interested in kingship. He refused the succession. He went 
instead to Harvard and Johns Hopkins, became an excellent 
doctor, and married—in Albany, New York—a Siamese girl 
who was hospital nunsc. The succession then passed to 
Mahidol’s next brother Prajidhopok. When Prajidhopok 
abdicated, the next heir was adjudged to be Ananda, the son 
of Mahidol. 

Ananda, born abroad in igaG, is being educated in Switzer¬ 
land. In November 1938, he made his first state visit to Siam. 
Pie reaches his majority at sixteen, that is in 1940, when he 
will be bathed, anointed, and crowned in a picturesque cere¬ 
mony. First he must pass some lime as a novice in a Buddhist 
monastety. Among his titles arc Supreme Arbiter of the Ebb 
and Flow of the Tide, Half-Brother to the Sun, and Keeper of 
the Twenty-four Golden Umbrellas. 

Three regents were appointed in 1935 for the period of 
Ananda’s minority. They are Prince Aditya (pronounced 
‘Odit’), a cousin of King Prajidhopok’s, who represents royalty 
■—he looks like an extraordinarily gifted child, though he is 
in his forties; Chao Phya Yomaraj, of humble birth, who was 
a monk for many yeans, who represents the government; and 
General Bijayendra (pronounced ‘Pitchian’) who represents 
the army. 

Of the great mass of survivors of King Ghulalongkorn who 
are still Royal or Serene Flighnesses, very few occupy con¬ 
spicuous positions to-day. By terms of the new constitution 
none are allowed to become government ministers, though 
they may be advisers or department heads. The most note¬ 
worthy of them lives in Java. He is Prince Nagor Svarga 
(pronounced ‘Nakan Sawan’), who was King Prajidhopok’s 
uncle and minister of defence, and who was called the power 
behind the throne until 193s. He has pledged himself never 
to return to Siam. 



THE INCREDIBLE KINGDOM OF SIAM 375 

One pleasant little anecdote is told of Prajidhopok. His 
sight was saved by an operation performed in America by the 
late Dr. John M. Wheeler. ‘I can see/ muttered the King, 
as the cataract was removed under local anaesthetic. Wheeler 
w'onclered about the etiquette of presenting a bill to royalty, 
and in the end simply gave him a receipted bill with no 
amount mentioned. The King then reputedly sent him a 
cheque for £17,200! 

Siamese Triplets 

Siam to-day is ruled by a junta of thirty or forty men, the 
nucleus of the People’s Party, who were the active conspirators 
in the 1932 coup d’etat. These thirty or forty ofTiccrs are 
bound by an oath of blood brotherhood. They aie still young; 
most of the cabinet ministers are under forty-five. In effect 
they rule Siam, but Siam is not a dictatorship. The ambition 
of the junta is to create a Siamese democracy, though in the 
present transition period only one political party is allowed, 
and half the members of the legislature are appointed. Even 
so, opposition may be spirited; for instance, it took the govern¬ 
ment three months to hammer the 1938 budget through the 
chamber. 

Three men dominate the junta. They are the prime minis¬ 
ter, the foreign minister, and the minister of defence. 

Of these the foreign minister, Luang Pradist Manudharm, 
is probably the most interesting. He is a shy, chunky man 
with a shrewd peasant’s face; he is partly Chinese in origin, 
and has the familiar Chinese characteristic of looking 
younger than he is; though he is thirty-six one might think, 
him to be tw^enty-five. Pradist was a poor boy who struggled 
for education; he won a scholarship maintained by the old 
government, and went to Paris to study law. Returning to 
Siam he became a teacher and then entered politics. 

Pradist (some spellings of his name omit the ‘s’ and he is 
pronounced merely ‘Pradit’) was the civilian organiser of the 
coup d’diat. A convinced radical, he began at once to agitate 
for agrarian co-operatives, a land reform, and educational ad¬ 
vances; his colleagues thought that he was going too fast and 
he left the first government soon after it was formed. He 
went into exile for a time, and visited Japan, Britain, and the 
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United States. He was accused of being a comtnuni.stj and 
ultimately was cleared of this heinous charge by a parliament¬ 
ary committee. In 1934, he returned to Siam to be the left- 
wing leader of the junta and foreign minister of the govern¬ 
ment. 

The prime minister. Colonel Phya Phahol Pholphayuha 
Sena (pronounced simply ‘Pa-FIoon’), is an older man, with 
considerable force of character; his function seems to be that 
of arbiter between his brilliant and radical foreign minister, 
and the minister of defence who is on the conservative side. 
He chuckles a great deal; he has a wide, white smile; he suffers 
from asthma; his wife has great influence over him. Phahol 
was educated first in Denmark, then Germany. An army 
man, he went to the .same cadet school as did General Gocring, 
who was a class ahead of him. His nickname is ‘The Buffalo’. 

When I saw him he stressed the lilieralism of .Siam. He 
scofi'ed at the idea that the government should more strin¬ 
gently protect itself against the possibility of counter-revolu¬ 
tion. He took a glass of water on the table, and tipped it first 
one way, then the other, without spilling. That, he indicated, 
was the path of moderation Siam was following. I'he budget 
for education, he said, had jumped from about 3,000,000 ticals 
before 1933 to 14,000,000 now. Pie said that defence cost 
one-quarter of the national revenue, and denied vigorously 
that his country could ever become a vassal of Japan. 

The army minister. Colonel Imang Pibul Songgram (pro¬ 
nounced ‘Peebun’), is called the ‘stiung man’ of the regime. 
Plis enemies are apt to say, first, that he has totalitarian ambi¬ 
tions (i la Mussolini, second, that he is not likely to accomplish 
them because he is not strong enough. What power he has 
comes from the fact that he controls the army, especially the 
new mechanised units, like the tanks. The colonel is a quiet 
and retiring individual, educated in France. There were two 
attempts on his life in the autumn of 1938. Some people call 
him pro-Japanese, and he is obviously a man to be watched. 

These are the Siamese triplets who rule the country. Other 
politicians of consequence are the minister of public instruc¬ 
tion, Captain Luang Sindhu, who is also chief of the naval 
geneial staff; the minister of the interior (also a naval officer) 
Lieutenant Commander Luang Dhamrong; and the chief of 
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police Colonel Luang Atultej Charas, One of the original 
leadeis of the coup d’etat, Colonel Song Suradej, didn’t like 
the foreign minister’s radicalism, left Bangkok in disgust, and 
is commander of military training in the north. He is held to 
be an important character.' 

Siam is not a rich country. Only thirty people in the king¬ 
dom pay tax on incomes greater than £3,000 per year. There 
is no middle class, and no feudali.sm any more; the great bulk 
of the population is the pea.santry. Siam lives on rice, the 
principal article both of consumption and export; teak and 
tin are its other important resources, most of which are con¬ 
trolled by British capital. The British also hold the small 
foreign debt. 

Yet Siam has great untapped possibilities of wealth; it is 
one of the few countries left in the world with a vast public 
domain; perhaps fifty per cent of the country is still not sur¬ 
veyed. Covering about soo,ooo square miles, it contains only 
14,000,000 people; it is practically a vacuum compared to the 
suffocatingly crowded provinces of China and India near by. 
A future problem is bound to be that of foreign capital. The 
Siamese waul keenly to develop their country, but they cannot 
do it alone, and they remain suspicious of outside help. 

Though Siam is not rich the finances are admirably in 
order. The trade balance is always favourable, and the budget 
has never been out of balance. The public debt is small; the 
currency cover is no less than 134 jier cent. Recently a foreign 
expert said that he had never known a .sounder financial state. 
There is, however, a very considerable agricultural debt, since 
the peasants borrow against their crops, as in China, and the 
money-lenders try to suck them dry. The best customer is 
Malaya; most imports come from Japan. 

The only political issue recently has been a scandal. Until 
1933 all of Siam was technically the property of the king, as 
an absolute monarch; now dilTerent categories of royal pro¬ 
perty have been marked out, and some have been bought by 
the nation from the Crown. It was alleged that several very 
high officials of the government gained by these transfers of 

Colonel Pibul Songgram became prime minister in December 1938, 
shortly after a reported attempt to unseal King Ananda. 
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property. People like the minister ol war were compelled to 
defend themselves in public addresses. The Regency Council 
resigned, but was reappointed alter a few days of crisis. 

Foreign Affairs and the Legend of Kra 

The foreign policy of Mr. Pradist in particular and of Siam 
in general is strict neutrality, with no external engagements 
or entanglements. The Siamese are an independent nation, 
and want to remain so. The gi'eatest care is taken to steer a 
neutral path. For instance, Siam employs several foreign 
experts; an American is chosen by tradition as adviser in the 
foreign office, an Englishman in the ministry of finance, a 
Frenchman in the judiciary, and so on. Recently Siamese 
nationalism has found cxpre.ssion in many small particulars; 
for instance, government reports, hitherto always written in 
English, are tiow done in Siamese. 

Obviously the war in China and the steady growth of 
Japanese influence in south-eastern Asia constitute a serious 
problem for Siam. The country has a certain strategic im¬ 
portance in that it lies between Burma and Singapore; the 
Siamese know this—and .so does Japan. Siam does not dare to 
offend Japan (yet the considerable Chinese population of 
Sitim maintains an unofficial boycott of Japanese good,s), and 
must base all its calculations on the a,ssumplion that Japan 
may some day become an enemy. So Siamese policy is double- 
edged, a kinci of wary friendliness; fear of Japanese aggression 
combined with cautioms attempt to buy it off. The Japanese 
have gone far with economic penetration. For instance, 
Japanese shipping does a thriving Siamese business; Bangkok 
harbour is being dredged and I'ebuilt by Japanese companies; 
new units of the Siamese fleet have been purchased from 
Japan. Yet to state that Japan absolutely dominates Siamese 
policy would be an exaggeration. 

Siam and China are good friends, although—a curioirs point 
—there have been no diplomatic relations between the two 
countries for several hundred years. This is because the 
Chinese insist on claiming Chinese nationality for children 
born of pure Chinese parents no matter where they live. 
There is a very large and powerful Chinese community in 
Siam, probably numbering 3,500,000 in all, and the Siamese 
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cannot accept the thcf,i.s that those ot them bom in Siam are 
Chinese by nationality, not Siamese. 

The Isthmus ol Kra, as one may readily see from any map, 
is the narrow bridge of land near the junction of Siam and 
Burma. For several years this otherwise unremarkable strip 
of rock, swamp, and jungle has been responsible for a fancy 
crop of rumours to tlie eflect that the Japanese are building a 
canal there. There is no foundation to these rumours—at 
least not yet. The Kra Canal is purely a myth at present— 
though conceivably it might be a reality at some future date. 
London newspapers have printed picturesque stories about 
Japanese labourers already at work, assiduously digging be¬ 
tween sea and sea. They are without foundation. 

The reason for the Kra legend is, of course, that a canal at 
the Isthmus would permit Japanese or other shipping to pro¬ 
gress from European or Indian ports to China or Japan with¬ 
out passing Singapore. It would short-circuit Singapore Base. 
Teclmical experts disagree as to its feasibility. The canal 
would have to be only thirty-three miles long, but difficulties 
of construction are believed to be formidable. A not unim¬ 
portant point is that the western orifice of the canal, should it 
be built, would be directly adjacent to British territory—Vic¬ 
toria Point in Burma, which could easily be fortified. 

The Kra project, if it can be called a project, dates back a 
good many years. King Rama VI, a madly generous person— 
he could refuse nothing to his friends and he gave untold 
wealth away—once voluntarily offered the Isthmus to a 
French concessionaire. But Rama’s foreign advisers stepped 
in and persuaded him to withdraw the gift. 

In Siam we strike a new foreign trail. It is that of Germany. 
In Siam, as in Afglianistan, the Germans have subsidised radio 
broadcasting stations. News comes from Berlin, and is broad¬ 
cast in Bangkok in English and other languages; the Siamese 
news report, furnished by the Deutches Nachrichten Buro, is 
heard all over India and the East. We shall pick up this kind 
of radio news and propaganda again—in Italian throughout 
the Middle East—before this book is done. 

Note on Climate 

Most of the we.stcrners who live in Bangkok like the Siamese. 
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Customarily (he Siamese and Burmese arc called the ‘nicest’ 
people of the East. But the westerner will be apt to say that 
the Siamese, for all their admirable qualities of gentility and 
intelligence, are inept, slothlul, lacking in push, and incred¬ 
ibly timid of accepting responsibility. One foreign engineer 
told me tlial among the natives of all Malaysia, including 
Siam, there were only half a dozen ‘adults’. 

Whether this childishness is real or not I don’t know. A 
reason someliines put forward for it is—heat. 

In Japan, in China, it may be hot; Manila knows scorching 
days, and Singapore and Batavia are warm and humid; but 
the real heat of the East begins in Bangkok. Elere tempera¬ 
ture becomes an enemy; here sunshine is a vice. Siam is hot, 
with the terrible debilitating heat of the deep tropics, as India 
is hot. And often the white man says that heat is what ruins 
the natives. The inexorable sun wrings vitality from their 
very blood; it sucks wit and gumption from their brains, it 
reduces them to impotence and slavery. I have heard Euro¬ 
peans say that true autonomy, true independence, is impos¬ 
sible to a tropical country. So the white man, who can out¬ 
wit heat, is tempted to adduce climate as a pretext for 
imperialism. 


French Indo-China 

Indo-China, the chief bastion of France in the East, ‘the 
French balcony in Asia’, resembles Siam very closely. The 
people are mostly Annamese, who once had a mighty king¬ 
dom; travellers who have been impressed by the magnificence 
and heroic scale of Angkor Wat know what a civilisation once 
existed in this obscure corner of the world. Indo-China is 
roughly the size of Siam, but with ijo,000,000 people instead 
of 14,000,000, Like Siam, it lives on rice. The French, as 
we have seen, took it from China late in the nineteenth 
century. 

French colonial methods stand roughly midway between 
those of British and Dutch. The French, who are good 
administrators, believe in decentralisation and local auton¬ 
omy—but some of their colonies are considered to be actually 
part of France. French officials do not encourage as 
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admixture witli natives as do the Dutch, but they are less self- 
conscious than the British about their presumptive superiority 
to the local populations. The French keep iron watch on local 
political activity, and have ruthlessly suppressed strikes in 
Inclo-China; but they have covered the country with good 
roads, good hotels, and so on. By comparison Siam is still a 
wilderness. The standard of living is much higher than in 
Siam. 

The French, as we will see when we reach Syria, are great 
partitionists. Their method of administration is to divide and 
subdivide. Indo-China, for instance, contains five quite dis¬ 
tinct and separate regimes, though as a whole it is under the 
control of a governor-general who is responsible to the minister 
of colonies in Paris. First is Cochin-Chine. This is pre¬ 
cisely in tlie category of a French dipartement, like Algeria it 
elects representatives to the Chamber of Deputies in Paris; 
it is legally an integral section of France itself. The capital, 
which is also capital for Indo-China as a whole, is Saigon. 

Then comes Anuam. This is a protectorate. A youthful 
‘Emperor’, known as Bao-Dai, is theoretically vested with 
authority; the real ruler is of course the French Resident- 
Superior. Cambodia is likewise a protectorate, ruled in theory 
by a native king with the nice name Sisowathmonibong. 
Another division, Tonking, with its capital at Hanoi, is an 
independent unit under the theoretical rule of the Emperor 
of Annam. Finally there is Laos, which has a sort of sub¬ 
king, or kinglet, of its own. Annam is the most highly 
developed of these separate states. The warmest political dis¬ 
content comes from Cambodia. 

France in Indo-China is perpetually alarmed at complica¬ 
tions that the Japanese invasion of China may bring. There 
is, uniquely in south-eastern Asia, little problem in regard to 
Japanese economic penetration, since the hard-boiled French 
shut out Japanese goods with a very high protective tariff; 
but the political issue may become acute. Recent reports state 
that France is building a naval base at Cam Ranh, on the Indo- 
Chinese coast abot'c Saigon. And, as we know, early in 1939 
the Japanese seized the Chinese island of Hainan, which 
commands the Indo-China coast. 
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MR. GANDHI 


‘I am not a visionary. I claim lo be a practical ideall.st.’ 

—M. K. Gandhi. 

M r. GandhIj who is an incredible combination of Jesus 
Christ, Tammany Hall, and your father, is the greatest 
Indian since Buddha. Like Buddha, he will be worshipped 
as a god when he dies. Indeed, he is already literally wor¬ 
shipped by thousands of his people. I have seen peasants kiss 
the sand his feet have trod. 

No more diflicult or enigmatic chai'acler can easily be con¬ 
ceived, He is a slippery fellow. I mean no disrespect. But 
consider some of the contradictions, some of the puzzling points 
of contrast in his career and character. This man who is at 
once a saint and a politician, a prophet and a superb oppor¬ 
tunist, defies ordinary categories. 

For instance, his great contribution to India was the thcoi'y 
and practice of non-violence or civil disobedience. But at the 
very time that non-violence wa.s the deepest thing he believed 
in, he was supporting Britain in the World War. The concept 
of non-violence is a perfect example of Gandhi’s familiar usage 
of moral weapons to achieve practical results, of his combina¬ 
tion of spiritual and temporal powers. India, an unarmed 
state, could make a revolution only by non-violent means. 
Non-violence was a spiritual concept, but it made revolution 
practicable. 

There is again the matter of his celebrated fasts. He fasted 
purely for moral reasons, but they served a considerable prac¬ 
tical convenience, because if he began a fast in jail, the British 
had to let him out. A sort of etherealised Houdini, he was 
in a position to escape from prison any time he chose because 
the British would not accept the onus of his death from starva¬ 
tion while in confinement. Yet—the point is important— 

382 
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Gandhi himself never consciously thought of fasting as a 
method of escape. His last fast came early in iggg. 

His inconsistencies seem remarkable, until you note that his 
objective seldom varies, but that he is willing to compromise 
on contributory details. He is interested in substance, not 
form. For instance, he devoted the major portion of his career 
to a titanic struggle with Britain, yet now he is co-operating 
more or less freely with Britain under the new constitution. 
His point in this case is that his objective, Indian independ¬ 
ence, may be the more easily achieved by co-operation than 
by struggle, now that civil disobedience is over. Yet the 
paradox is enormous: Mr. Gandhi, who fought the British 
Empire to a standstill, in 1939 is almost the best friend the 
British have in India. 

Another great paradox is his attitude to caste and the Un- 
toucliables.’ Mr. Gandhi devotes the largest share of his 
energy nowadays to uplifting the Untouchable.s, but he 
resisted with his life an attempt to remove Untouchability 
from Hinduism, which would have been the effect of the 
British plan (which he succeeded in modifying) to give Un¬ 
touchables a separate electorate. He adores the Untouch¬ 
ables, and would do anything for them—except remove them 
from Hinduism, which makes them what they are. 

There are other paradoxes and contradictions. To Gandhi 
modern science is anathema, but he uses a thermometer and 
wears eyeglasses. He pleads for Hindu-Moslem unity, but he 
wouldn’t gladly see a member of his family become a Moslem. 
Fie is the soul, backbone, eyes, and fingers of the Indian 
National Congress, but he is not a member of it. Flis ap¬ 
proach to everything is religious, but aside from Hinduism it 
is difficult to tell what his religion is. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Gandhi adds up to a great deal. The 
record of his life is heroic in the best .sense of that word: he 
is a man who fought—and almost won—an elemental struggle 
against the nature of his environment. This tough and rub¬ 
bery little man, dressed in a loin cloth and sitting by his spin¬ 
ning wheel, who weighs ns pounds, took on the greatest 
empire the world has ever known—an empire with every 

^ The reader is adeed impatiently to await Chapter XXIV for discussion 
of religion in general and caste in particular. 
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resource in man power, accumulated wealtli, tradition, skill 
and strategy in administration—and almost vanquished it. 
He fought fate—and what used to be stronger than fate—the 
British Empire. 

Nowadays people are apt to assume that Mr. Gandhi, with 
his score of great years behind him, is played out; they even 
think tliat he no longer counts in India. Nothing could be 
farther from the truth. He is still incomparably the most 
important living Indian. One cannot be in India two hours 
without finding out incontrovertibly that he still rules the 
Congress, (lire Congre.ss, of which we shall write much, is 
the nationalist political organisation, the strongest in India, 
devoted to Indian independence.) 

Some young nationalists arc impatient at his mysticism, and 
even his most devoted admirers occasionally blink at his un¬ 
predictable vagaries. They think, for instance, that his wil¬ 
lingness to compromi.se with Britain-—now—passes pi'oper 
limits. But his hold on the great mass of the Indian people 
is unshaken. He is a unique kind of dictator, one who rules 
by love. He is adored as well as worshipped. His photo¬ 
graph is enshrined in a million cottages; children, sick, are 
touched with his likenc.ss to make them well. Peasants may 
come twenty miles simply to see his train pa.ss, even if it does 
not stop and he is not visible. To the submerged masses, the 
‘dumb half-starved millions’ as he frequently calls them, he 
is a man of miracles. All over India I noticed hotv the faces 
of people lit up when his name was mentioned. And he is the 
only man in India who by a single word, by lifting his little 
finger, could instigate a new national revolt, who could start 
civil disobedience again among moi'e than 350,000,000 people 
■—^roughly one-fifth of the human race. 

What explains the hold Mr. Gandhi has on India? What 
has he done for India? The outline of his career is known 
to everyone, but we must sketch it briefly. Let us try to take 
this extraordinary man apart, and see what it is that controls 
his unique behaviour. 

St. Francis in South Africa 

e 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in Porbander, 
one of the small native states in the Kathiawar peninsula, on 
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October 5, 18G9. Thus he is seventy, which is old for an 
Indian, whereas it may be comfortable maturity to a Japanese. 
He came of a solid official family, members of the third or 
Vaisya caste; both his father and gi'andfather were Dewans, 
that is, prime ministers, of local Kathiawar states. The name 
‘Gandhi’ means ‘grocer’ in his native language. His father, 
whom he describes as being brave and incorruptible, married 
four times, and Gandhi was the youngest child of the fourth 
wife. His mother, a passionately devout woman, given to 
strict observance of Hindu fasts and customs, profoundly in¬ 
fluenced him. 

The best source of material for Gandhi’s early years is his 
autobiography, called The Story of My Experiments with 
Truih.^ It is a work of very peculiar and original texture. 
I know no autobiography quite like it. Artlessly it sets down 
details of almost shocking intimacy; peacefully it explores the 
origins of Gandhi’s character, like a brook rising to a river. 
It gives an impression of almost biblical restraint, and yet is 
full of naive candour. It varies between passages of great 
nobility and literary force and of preoccupation with idiosyn¬ 
crasies almost meaningless to a western reader. Its last words 
are—after i,ogo pages—‘I must reduce myself to zero.’ 

His picture of his mother is worth recording: 

‘The outstanding impression my mother has left on my 
memory is that of saintliness. She was deeply religious. She 
would not think of taking her meals without her daily prayers. 
As far as my memory goes back, I do not remember her having 
ever missed the Chaturmas [a semi-fast period that lasts four 
months during the rains]. She would take the hardest vows 
and keep them without flinching. ... To keep two or three 
consecutive fasts was nothing to her. Living on one meal a day 
during Chaturmas was a habit with her. Not content with that 
she fasted every alternate day during one Chaturmas. During 
another Chaturmas she vowed not to have food without seeing the 
sun. We children on those days would stand, staring at the 
sky, waiting to announce the appearance of the sun to our 
mother. . . . She would run out to see with her own eyes, but 

^ Gandhi wrote the book in his native tongue, Gujerati, and his faithful 
secretary Mahadev Desai translated it into English. It ha» been published 
in India but not in England or the United vStates. Gandhi records his 
hesitation to write it, because ‘writing an autobiography is a practice 
peculiar to the West’. 
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Ijy that time the fugitive suu would be gone, thus depriving her 
of her meal. “That does not matter,” she would say cheerfully, 
“God did not want me to eat to-day.” ’ 

■—{The Story of My Experiment with Truth, Vol. i, pp. ig-sio.) 

A friend told young Gandhi that Indians are a weak people 
beranse tlicy do nol eat meat. ‘The English are able to rule 
over us, because they arc meat-eaters.’ Secretly Gandhi 
decided to ta.ste the forbidden substance, but a furtive meal 
of goat’s meal made him sick. That night he had a honible 
nightmare, in which a live goat kept bleating’ inside his 
stomach. ... At about the same time a Iriend took him to a 
brotliel. Gandhi says, ‘I was almost struck dumb and blind 
in this den of vice. I went into tlie jaws of sin, but God in 
His infinite mercy protected me.’ He fled, ‘.saved’. On 
another occasion he smoked a forbidden cigarette, and almost 
committed suicide in remorse. Ho says that he never told a 
lie in childhood. 

He married at tfiirtcen. Before tin's iie liad been betrotiied 
three times, but the lit tic girls all died. His tcn-year-old wife 
was chosen from a neighbour’s family, and he was married in 
a joint ceremony with his elder brother and a cousin. Mar¬ 
riage is a complicated festival to Hindus, and it was cheaper 
and more expedient to have tlic throe weddings together. 
Gandhi writes. ‘Little did I dream then, that one day I should 
severely criticise my father for having married me as a child. 
Everything on that day .seemed to me right and proper and 
pleasing. There was also my own eagerness to get married.’ 
He ‘draws the curtain’ over the first encounter of the two 
nervous, frightened children, and then says that he lost no 
time in ‘a.s.suming the authority of a husband’. 

His wife, Kasturbai, was illiterate. ‘I was very anxious to 
teach her, but lustful love left no tithe. . . As a result 
Kasturbai to-day—a half-century later—can only barely read 
and write. ‘I am sure, that had my love for her been absolutely 
untainted with lust, she would have been a learned lady to¬ 
day; for I could then have conquered her dislike for studies.’ 

When he was fifteen, Kasturbai had their first child, who 
died. His father died at about the same period; the event, in 
addition to its normal consequences, had tremendous moral 
significance for Gandhi, because at tlie moment of hi.s father’s 
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death lie and Ivasturbai were in bed together. Flis ‘shame’ 
at this is ‘a blot I have never been able to ehace or forget’. 

I'he sexual motif is stiong throughout Gandhi’s book. He 
continually writes ol his carnal impulses and desires; as late as 
1933 he says that he has not finally conquered them. Four 
times God saved him from going to brothels. His first gTeat 
struggle for emancipation from earthly needs, earthly wants, 
was in regard to sex; all his fantastic experiments with diet, 
and his final choice of goat’s milk as ideal food, were caused 
by his de.sire to diminish .sexual ardour. In 1900, when he 
was thirty-one, he gave up sexual intercourse; in 1906, he con¬ 
firmed his abstention with a perpetual vow of continence. 
This he considered his first step forward to self-mastery; it 
was the essential preliminary to the doctrine of ahimsa, non¬ 
violence. 

Having finished high school and the University of Ahmeda- 
bad, young Gandhi decided to go to London and study law. 
This was a very unconventional thing to do in those days. 
Orthodox Hindus are supposed to be defiled by crossing water 
and especially by ocean travel, and he had to seek permission 
for the voyage from his uncle. Reluctantly the uncle gave 
consent—incidentally, Gandhi had to travel live days by 
bullock cart and camel to see him—^but the subcaste of his 
community excommunicated him. Note the strength of char¬ 
acter of this young man. The worst social consequences could 
not deter him from the trip. He calmly relates how he sold 
his wife’s trinkets to help pay his way—he left her behind— 
and describes his solemn vow to his mother to eat no meat, 
drink no wine, and have no women. At this period his ulti¬ 
mate ambition was to become a Dewan, like his father. 

His adventures in London-—he arrived there in September 
1888—make strange reading now. He set about learning the 
ways of this remarkable island people who kept his own people 
in subjection. An Indian friend told him, ‘Do hot touch 
other people’s things’—(this after he had innocently Stroked 
a silk hat the Wrong way)—‘Do not ask questions on first 
acquaintance; do not talk loudly; never address people as 
"sir” as we do in India.’ Young Gandhi bought a dress suit 
for £10, learned French and Latin, took dancing lessons, 
and went through miseries trying to find palatable vegetarian 
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and had to question waiters to find out how the food was 
cooked.) lie made many friends in the Indian colony in 
London, became a member of the executive committee of the 
Vegetarian Society, and was so frightened and shy that he 
could not talk—he was unable even to read from manuscript 
—at his first public speech. 

Three years later he returned to India, and set up legal 
practice in Bombay. In his first case, when he rose to cross- 
examine a witness, he was too timid to speak, and had to sit 
down again without asking a question. A little later came a 
disconcerting experience: he was bodily thrown out of an 
Englishman’s office when he came to ask a favour on behalf 
of his hi other. Directly he sought to bring suit against the 
Englishman—note his pcpperincss—but was prevailed upon 
not to do so. He swallowed the insult, but profited from it 
as well. He recordti^l'Never again shall I place myself in such 
a false position; never again shall I try to exploit friendship 
in this way.’ 

In 1893, feeling himself a failure in India, he went to South 
Africa, where the large Indian colony offered him the chance 
of a good practice. Almost before he knew it he was a leader 
of the community, and he remained in South Africa, hardly 
realising how the time slipped by, for more than twenty years. 
These were his great years of preparation. South Africa was 
a rehearsal for what was coming. 

When he arrived in South Africa, and indeed for a long 
time thereaftei', he was a loyal citizen of the British Empire. 
He early became interested in Indian Horae Rule through the 
influence of Gokhale and other leaders, but he was distinctly 
a graduali.st. Indeed, he helped organise medical work dur¬ 
ing the Boer War and the Zulu rebellion, supporting the 
British forces; he received citations for bravery in the front 
line, and in 1914 went straight to Loudon to offer his services 
for establishing an Indian ambulance corps. This, too, des¬ 
pite the indignities he and his compatriots suffered owing to 
race and colour prejudice in South Africa. In the early days 
he was kicked, beaten, spat upon as a coolie. He could find 
no rooms in hotels, no restaurants to eat in. 

Gradually in South Africa the two main .streams in his life 
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came forth. Later in India they converged. First was his 
conversion to the doctrine of non-violence. He read Ruskin, 
Tolstoi, Thoreau, and set himself to follow their example. 
He was a highly successful barrister, earning £5,000 a year, 
but he dropped commercial practice to found an agricultural 
colony devoted (0 poverty, non-violence, and the simple vir¬ 
tues. Second was his growing interest in Indian nationalism. 
He did not fight the British clirectly, but he roused a tremen¬ 
dous tumult in defence of Indian rights. He founded a news¬ 
paper, Indian Opinion, and wrote his first book. Hind Swaraj 
(Indian Independence), showing that he had not forgotten the 
great peninsula to which he must return. He became the 
undisputed leader of the nationalist Indians in South Africa, 
following a series of semi-political campaigns and eflorts to 
remove discriminations against Indians. He tested out his 
theory of passive resistance as early as 1906, and three times 
went to jail. 

Meantime he was broadening, developing, both spiritually 
and practically. The autobiography contains fascinating nug¬ 
gets from these forgotten days. 

For instance, he decided that he was not well enough 
grounded in the Flindu scriptures. But he was busy, with 
little time to spare. So he copied out the Gita verses, hung 
them on a tvall, and memorised them during the fifteen 
minutes each morning he devoted to cleaning his teeth. 

He discovered a good deal about the law. From the begin¬ 
ning he refused to take any case the justice of which he 
doubted. He learned that if he were sure of facts, the law 
was apt to take care of itself. ‘Facts mean truth, and once 
we adhere to truth, the law comes to our aid naturally.' 
Also he saw that the winning party seldom recovered all 
his costs, and that compromise was an excellent technique, 
‘The true function of a lawyer is to unite parties riven 
asunder. A large part of my time during the twenty years 
of my practice was occupied in bringing about private com¬ 
promises.’ 

One of his early spiritual struggles was over life insurance, 
‘Man,’ he told himself, ‘you have sold almost all the ornaments 
of your wife. If something were to happen to you, th^ burden 
of supporting her and the children would fall on your poor 
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brother.’ So he took out lo.ooo rupees (£740) of life insur¬ 
ance. Tlien he cancelled it. What reason, he asked himself, 
had he to as.sume that death would claim him earlier than the 
others? The real protector, was, he decided, not his brother, 
hut God Alraif^’hly. And he concluded, ‘In getting- my life 
in.sured I had robbed my wife and children of their sclf- 
I’cliaiice. Wliy .should they not be expected to take care of 
themselves? What happened to the families of the number¬ 
less poor of the world? Why should I not count myself among 
them?’ 

Note the curious emphasis here. He is willing that even 
hi,s family .should suffer provided that hi.s con.science is square 
with the Almighty. We shall meet this trait again. Mr. 
Gandhi is a supreme egotist, willing to shoulder this diflkult 
responsibility, because of his conception of mankind, under 
God, as a whole. 

He had many political tussles and tumbles. He learned to 
handle men, to handle crowds. He was absolutely inflexible 
on any matter of principle, and wonderfully .supple on minor 
details. 

Ho was continually exasperated by diet. He tried countless 
experiments. Finally he gave up .salt, tea, and raeal.s after 
sunset. I-Ic began, too, to observe Monday as a day of silence. 
Goat’s milk seemed an ideal food for the observation of hralh 
machnrya (self-restraint), but it was only after a terrific 
struggle that he consented to take it, since, after all, it was not 
strictly a vegetarian substance. Meantime, he struggled to 
maintain his vow of continence. 

Such was the man, aged forty-five, who returned to India in 
1914. Then the great years, the tremendous yeans, began. 

Entrance to India 

‘Out of South Africa there came a wizard across the sea,s.’ 

-—Mas, Sarojini Naidu. 

Wc cannot deal with Mr. Gandhi and the British from 1914 
to 1939 in any but the briefest fashion. To discuss the subject 
in satisfactory detail would demand an entire book. The 
chapters that follow will, I hope, add some colour and spice of 
detail to the general story of the political development of India, 
but here we must confine ourselves to the barest outline. 
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Ml Gandhi, smelling his native soil again, spent a year in 
travel and social xvork, getting dose to Indian affairs, and in 
1915 founded his Satyagraha hermitage near Ahmedabad. 
This word, Satyagraha, needs careful definition. Gandhi in¬ 
vented it Literally it means no more than ‘right effort’, but 
‘force of truth’ or ‘soul force’ is the usual translation, and later 
it was used loosely to indicate ‘non-co-operation’, ‘passive 
resistance’, and ‘civil disobedience’. To the hermitage he 
biought the poor, including a group of Untouchables; he 
founded a colony, much like his colony in South Africa, de¬ 
voted to poverty and the law of love. His word swept India. 
Also he was tackling practical jobs in investigating and helping 
to redress the grievances of peasants in several districts. By 
1917, at least, he w'^as already known as the Mahatma (literally 
‘Great Soul’), a title not directly given him by anyone, but 
spontaneously bestowed by a willing people. 

At the encl of the War (he political situation was boiling 
ovci. India loyally supported Britain during tire War; in fact, 
she sent 1,515,000 men overseas, of whom more than 100,000 
were casualties. In I'eturn the Indians, Mr. Gandhi among 
them, assumed that Britain would lighten the burden of its 
rule. And indeed the British did introduce the Montagu- 
Chelmsford reforms which gave India a limited—a very 
limited—measure of self-government. Mr. Montagu, the 
secretary of state for India, announced in 1917 that 

‘the policy of his Majesty’s Government ... is that of 
increasing association of Indians in every branch of the 
administration, and the gradual development of self-governing 
institutions with a view to the progressive realisation of respon¬ 
sible government in India as an integral part of the British 
Empire.’ 

But the ‘dyarchy’ system, by which Indian ministers iu the 
provinces had rights over certain minor subjects, did not pro¬ 
mise to work well. The Indian movement for home rule 
continued to grow. To check the rising tide of political dis¬ 
content, the British introduced the Rowlatt Bill, giving the 
police special powers; it was furiously resented. The country 
seethed, and Gandhi became the head of the nationalist move¬ 
ment. Even the Moslems joined him. He declared a hartal, 
general strike, in protest at the Rowlatt Bill; then in April 
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1919, ciime the grotesque tragedy at Aiuritsar, when a British 
general gave the order to fire on a crowd of unarmed 

Indians—men, women, children—wiio had no method of 
escape, and killed and wounded hundreds of ihem. India 
rose—but not with a roar. It rose with Satyagraha. 

Commonly it is said that Amritsar' turned Gandhi finally 
against the Britisli. But already the machinery of civil dis¬ 
obedience—in t9i9-.3o it was called ‘non-co-ojicralion’^—was 
in motion. Amritsar hurried up the policy, made it inevitable, 
and to the great mass of Indians gave civil disobedience a 
tragic reality, a tragic necessity, that it might otherwise have 
taken longer to achieve. Satyagraha swept the country. Mr. 
Gandhi made it a political weapon as well as a spiritual force. 
It tvas as if his teaching struck deep through the skin of India, 
and touched a sensitive nerve long concealed. The people 
were on the brink of revolution; the Mahatma showed them 
the way, The call of non-violence, of sclL-mastcry through 
abnegation, was something that the majority of Hindus—who 
are inclined to masochism—instinctively understood. It 
appealed directly to their religious nature; it made lions out 
of Hindus. 

The British were bewildered. What could they do with 
people who let themselves be beaten to a pulp without lifting 
their hands? What to do when literally thousands of young 
Indians besieged the jails, demanding to be arrested?. Mr. 
Gandhi's precepts to his Satyagraha, as the passive-resisters 
were called, arc almost more than the western mind can com¬ 
prehend. The Mahatma insisted that Satyagraha must har- 
laour no anger, must not swear or curse, must never retaliate 
to attacks, must voluntarily submit to arrest, must never insult 
an opponent, and must assist British officials assaulted by for¬ 
getful Indians. 

Mr. Gandhi broke ofl' relations with the British. He wrote 
to the Viceroy: 

‘It is not without a pang that I return the Kaisar-i-Hind Gold 
Medal granted to my by your predecessor for my humanitarian 
work in South Africa, the Zulu War medal for my services as an 

^ The British, too, were profoundly influenced by Amritsar. It might be 
argued that what reforms have come to India since 1919 have been penance 
for (he Amritsar shame. 
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officer in charge of the Indian Volunteer Ambulance Corps in 
1906, and the Boer War Medal for my services as assistant 
superintendent of the Indian Volunteer Stretcher-bearer Corps 
during the Boer War of 1899-1900. 

‘I can retain neither respect nor affection for a Government 
which has been moving from wrong to wrong in order to defend 
its immorality. . . . The Government must be moved to 
repentance. 

T have therefore ventured to suggest non-co-operation, which 
enables those who wish to disassociate themselves from the 
Government and which, if unattended by violence, must 
compel the Government to retrace its steps and undo the 
wrongs.’ 

The Mahatma was wrong; the government did not retrace 
its steps. Instead, the lines of battle were marked out. The 
Indian Congress declared for Swaraj (Home Rule—literally, 
‘oneself-country’) ‘by all legitimate and peaceful means’ and 
worked out a practical programme under Mr. Gandhi’s 
guidance. He became dictator of the Congress. Nationalist 
Indians agreed to boycott British goods, to take their children 
from government schools, to withdraw from the lawcourts, to 
give up public jobs, to pay no taxes, to surrender titles and 
honours, and, above all, to use Khadder, i.e., homespun cotton. 
This, like tlie invention of Satyagraha, was another example 
of Gandhi’s astute political sense. Nothing so dramatised the 
movement—down to the remotest village in the peninsula— 
as the revival of home spinning and weaving. It at once 
starved British imports, revived village economy, and gave 
the Congress a badge, a tuiiform. 

In 1921 came the episode of Chauri-Chaura. An infuriated 
mob of Indians hacked and burned to death a group of police. 
Gandhi was horrified. He was about to push civil dis¬ 
obedience further, btit he suddenly and startlingly called off 
the entire campaign. It is difficult to know who were the most 
astonished by this volte-face, the British or the Indians. 
Gandhi said simply that Chauri-Chaura proved that India 
was not ready for Satyagraha, The people could not yet be 
fully trusted with this new weapon. He talked of his bitter 
humiliation, his ‘Himalayan blunder’; he denounced mob 
violence and said that he, the person responsible, must undergo 
cleansing; he set himself the penance of his first great fast. 
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In 193a, he was arrested. He knew this would come. Listen 
to his logic: 

‘What can be the motive of the Government in arresting me? 
The Government arc not my enemy; I have not a grain of 
enmity toward them. But they believe that I am the soul of 
all tins agitation, that if I am removed, the ruled and ruler will 
be left in peace. Not only the Government but some of our 
Icadeis also .share this belief. How then can the Government 
put the people to the test? How can the Government ascertain 
whether the people do understand my advice or are simply 
dazzled by my utterances? 

‘The only way left for them is to arrest me ... I desire that 
the people shall maintain perfect self-control and consider the 
day of my arrest as a day of rejoicing.’ 

—(Speeches and Wikings of Mahatma Gandhi, p. 6go.) 

The trail wa,s a tableau to stagger the imagination. Mr. 
Gandhi told the prosecutor that his crimes were greater than 
those in the indictment; gravely, placidly, he pleaded with 
the judge to give him the maximum sentence. The judge 
rose to the occa.sion, and matched the Mahatma’s courtesy 
with hi.s own. The te.stimony reads like the proceeding,s o£ 
some court of honour under a code of chivalry. The judge 
sentenced Mr. Gandhi to six years’ imprisonment, and the 
Indian leader courteously thanked him. 

He adored jail. It gave him rest and seclusion. His own 
words are that he was ‘happy as a bird’ in confinement. After 
a sudden operation for appendicitis, he was released in 1924, 

The next year he undertook a twenty-one day fast following 
an outbreak of irotible in Kohat bet ween Hindus and Moslems. 
By his example, he hoped to bring friend,ship between the 
two. He wrote, ‘I was writhing in clecp pain. News of Kohat 
set the smouldering mass aflame. I passed 1 wo night s of restless¬ 
ness. I knew the remedy. . . . My fast is a matter between 
God and myself. My penance is the prayer of a lilecding heart 
for forgiveness, for sins unwittingly committed. It is a warn¬ 
ing to Hindus and Mo-slems who have professed to love me.’ 
Breathless, a whole continent waited the three weeks in 
anguish. When finally the Mahatma, on the Iwenty-first day, 
took a sip of orange juice, he was too weak to talk. 

Game then five years of tension, feeling for position, and 
delay. The British sent the Simon Commission to India to 
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prepare die way for a new constituLioii, and the Congyess 
.steadily expanded in strength and spirit; in 1930, Congress 
came out flatly for Complete Independence (puma Swaraj, 
ivhich i.s more than just Swaraj), at about the same time Lord 
Irwin, the viceroy,’ announced that the British Government 
considered that the natural issue of India’s constitutional 
progress w’as—Dominion Status. Battle lines were drawn 
again, and tempers rose. Gandhi wrote Irwin, even though 
he always addressed him as 'Dear Friend’, that he considered 
British rule to be ‘a curse’. He opened a renewed course of 
implacable opposition. He presented demands to the ‘satanic' 
government, which were rejected; thereupon, in 1930 civil dis¬ 
obedience began again—more vigorously than before. 

It opened with Gandhi’s ‘salt ma.rch’ to Dandi on the sea. 
Salt was—and is—a government monopoly; the tax on it bore 
especially hard on the poorer people, and Gandhi chose it as 
a symbol that everyone could grasp. The march—except per¬ 
haps that of the Red Array in China—is the most remarkable 
in modern history. With a gimup of volunteers, the Mahatma 
slowly traversed the country, and a fire of rebellion followed 
in his wake. When he began it, he said, ‘On bended knee I 
asked the govprnraent for bread, and I got a stone instead.’ 
With his friends bowed beside him, he finally reached the sea, 
and scooped illegal salt from the water, saying ,‘I would rather 
die a dog’s death and have my bones licked by dogs than that I 
should return broken.’ 

But he was broken. Rather, since he is Mr. Gandhi who 
makes his own rules, he was broken and patched up again. 
Civil disobedience became a great national revolution, but it 
did not win victory. By 1934, it had fizzled out; thousands of 
people were in jail, the British ruled by pure repression, and 
the country was pro,strate. What happened then was a double 
course of events. First, the British hammered out the new 
constitution at ihe Round Table conferences and in meetings 
of the Joint Select committee, a constitution which did very 
considerably advance India towards self-government; second, 
the Congress, under Mr. Gandhi’s lead, came round, by 1937, 
to reluctant participation in its working. So the net result of 
civil disobedience was a compromise. The British gave way 

Now Lord Halifax, the British foreign secretary. 
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to some extent; the Indians grudgingly consented to work with 
them. This is the present situation. 

Mr. Gandhi’s own career Iroin 1931 to 1939 contains per¬ 
plexities. He patched up a preliminary truce with Lord Irwin 
in 1931, after a period in prison; he went to the London Round 
Talile as the sole rcpiesentative of the Congress, which seemed 
to many to indicate excessive self-a.ssurance. When he re¬ 
turned to India he was jailed again, and he began his great 
‘fast to death’ for the Untouchables. Later he fasted again 
for twenty-one days to purily himself, and was released from 
jail; and then—much as in the 1921 campaign—he abruptly 
called off civil disobedience on what seemed to his colleagues 
a comparatively minor personal issue. Came jail again, and 
a fast agtiin. In 1934, he ‘retired’ from Congress and politics 
in order to devote himself to village welfare—but nevertheless 
continued to run Congress from behind the scenes. 

Daily Life of the Modern Saint 

Nowadays the Mahatma lives most of the year in a remote 
village called Segaon, near Wardha, in the very centre of the 
most backward part of India. He chose it, with his customary 
combination of I'orcsight and crankiness, just because it was 
peculiarly inaccessible, surrounded by mud and dust, and 
populated largely by Harijans (children of God), which is the 
name he has given the Untouchables. He wanted to demon¬ 
strate that even the most unbelievably badcwai'd village in 
India—and he searched hard to find it—could benefit by 
Gandhism. 

He rises every day at 4.30 for his morning prayers, then 
takes a bri.sk walk, rain or .shine. He did this even in London, 
when he exhausted the two detectives assigned to guard him. 
When I w'ritc ‘brisk’ I mean ‘brisk'. He walks as Paavo Nurmi 
runs. I have enjoyed watching Europeans in good condition 
try to keep up with him. He sails along, carrying a long staff, 
like some extraordinary bird. 

The prayers are very important, even more important than 
the ritual of stiff daily exercise. In London he would interrupt 
any meeting without a trace of self-consciousness to sit down 
on the floor and pray—even in a committee room of the House 
of Commons. He prays twice a day, morning and at sunset. 
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The bunsct piayers aie in the nature of a public ceremony, 
because his household joins him, together with the villagers. 
Fiist his attendants lay a rectangle of straw mats on the ground. 
Quietly the people gather, squatting on the periphery of the 
open rectangle, and lamps are lit. The evening I saw the 
piayeis on Juhu beach (Mr. Gandhi was having a holiday near 
Bombay) a Japanese priest joined the ceremony, and Miss 
Madeline Slade, the daughter of an English admiral who is the 
laithlul manager of his household, sang from the Hindu 
scriptuies. The moon rose at one end of the beach just as the 
sun was setting; the night was calm, still, and very beautiful. 
Mr. and Mis. Gandhi walked quietly up, and the Mahatma 
took his place at the short end of the rectangle, facing the sea. 
He sat there cross-legged, head bowed, for precisely thirty min¬ 
utes. There was no other ceremony. No one spoke; no one 
moved; but the I-Iindu chants continued plangently. Sud¬ 
denly he rose; the enchantment broke, and the prayers were 
over. 

He eats no meat, of course, and in fact only seldom takes any 
cooked food; but it is not quite correct to say that he eats very 
little. A mug of goat’s milk, dates, nuts, a tablcspoonful of 
honey, garlic, a bowl of chopped fresh vegetables, and plenty 
of fruit—oranges, pineapples, mangoes, peaches—this is the 
general menu. 

He works very hard, seeing people incessantly, receiving 
visitors, consulting subordinates. Wherever he is is the capital 
of Indian India. Any particularly interesting conversations 
appear later in his newspaper, the Harijan. So no words are 
wasted. He keeps up a considerable correspondence with 
people all over the world. His chief relaxation is his bath; 
he bathes in very hot water for forty minutes before retiring, 
and usually reads in the tub. 

Monday is his day of silence. He will not interrupt it no 
matter what urgent business is clamouring outside the door. 

Mostly his work at present, except when the Working Com¬ 
mittee of Congress is meeting, centres on the village. To revive 
the village, and thus prevent the countrymen from being 
sucked into the terrible slums of the towns, is his plan. He 
has a five-point programme for village welfare and economy. 
Encourage home spinning. Make village education vocational. 
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Improve saiiilalion. JJriiig the Untouchables iiilo the com¬ 
munity, Above all, stimulate village industry. He is doing 
his best, lor instance, to create work Iroin by-products oi dead 
cattle, fertilisers and the like. Of course no Hindu would 
kill a cow, which is sacred in India, but the Mahatma is trying 
to persuade the villagers to utilise those that die naturally—not 
an easy thing to pensuade them to do. 

Gandhi has very little need of money, and the financing of 
hi.s household doesn’t seem to be a problem, because what he 
needs he gets from charity. Rich friends flock across his path. 
He has small interest in economics in the abstract, and has 
driven young Congress socialists to despair by his refusal to 
think in economic temms. Once he told a socialist friend that 
he believed in both private property mid nationalisation. ‘I 
purchase a mill, for example,’ he explained. ‘Then I give the 
people good wages; that is socialism 1’ 

flis epistolary style is quite his own. Consider this telegram 
of condolence to his friend Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the 
second mail of India, when Nehru’.s mother died: 

‘Mother lived nobly, has died nobly. She was model wife, 
mother. No sorrow. Let our women copy her example. 
Love. Bapu.’ 

‘Bapu’ is what his friends and intimates call him; it is the 
Gujerati word for father. In his early days he was called 'Bhai' 
—brother. Few people in India call him ‘Mahatma’; he has 
always been embarrassed by the term. Ordinarily—in fact, 
universally—he is called ‘Gandhiji’, ‘ji’ being an untranslat¬ 
able suffix which informally means ‘Mr.’ but which connotes 
affection also. Sometimes he is called ‘Bapuji’ or even 
‘Mahatmaji’. When I arrived in India and talked to Congress 
people, I was puzzled by frequent use of the phrase, ‘High 
Command’. This means Mr. Gandhi, too. 

I-Iis health is quite good, except that he suffers intermittently 
from liigh blood pressure. He looks made of rubber. He is 
not nearly as frail, as brittle, as his photographs indicate; the 
torso is well-formed, and the muscles hard and smooth. His 
personal physician, Dr. Roy, one of the first doctors of India, 
told me that he was ‘.superbly normal’. But then Dr. Roy 
admitted that Gandhiji could do things that normal men could 
not do. 



MR. GANDHI 


399 

His experience of fasting has, for instance, given him pecu¬ 
liar powers over his body. Once—indication that he is not 
given to self-delusion—he noted that fasting could be ‘as gi'eat 
a tveapon of indulgence as restraint’. Once he was down to 
ninety-seven pounds and eating only 400 calories a day. Dr. 
Roy said he must get up to 104 pounds, and that he could do 
this only by doubling his intake of food. Gandhi listened 
patiently, refused to change his diet, and asserted that he could 
take on the necessary seven pounds in one week without chang¬ 
ing his diet by one calory. Which he did. 

He will say, ‘I will go to sleep for twenty-five minutes.’ Then 
he can fall a.sleep instantly, and sleep for twenty-five minutes 
and no more. On the trains his attendants know that he will 
be asleep within thirty seconds of getting into the compart¬ 
ment. Once he was asleep in a motor-car, returning from 
Pandit Motilal Nehru’s funeral. The car overturned. Mr. 
Gandhi was thrown out, but when his worried friends went 
to him on the roadside he was asleep again. 

He owes much to Roy and other doctors, but he detests 
modern medicine. He calls medicine ‘the concentrated 
essence of black magic’; he once argued quite seriously that 
modern medical science created more tuberculosis and vene¬ 
real disease than it cured. He once studied nursing, and he 
has made a hobby of home cures. There are pages in his 
autobiography about the 'earth cure’ for constipation, which 
he invented; it consists of wrapping some good clean dirt 
around the tummy. 

Mr. Gandhi is much less oppressive a personality than most 
people think. He loves laughter. He bubbles and chuckles 
in talk. Once he told a friend that he might have killed him¬ 
self long ago but for his sense of humour. 

His tributes to Kasturbai, his wife, are touching. She is a 
small, round, cheerful woman, with a face like a Dresden china 
shepherdess, close to him but never obtrusive; he C{uite calmly 
notes the wide difference between them intellectually, and 
says that he has no doubt that she does not approve of many 
things he docs, ‘She is blessed with one great quality . . . 
willingly or unwillingly, consciously or unconsciously, she has 
considered herself blessed in following in my footsteps, and 
has never stood in the way of my endeavour to lead a life of 
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restraint.’ In anolher passage, he writes, ‘I can no more des¬ 
cribe my feeling for Hindiiism than for my own wife. She 
moves me as no other woman in the world can. Not that she 
has no fault.s. I dare say that she has many more than I see 
myself. But the feeling of indissoluble bond is there.’ 

The Gandhis have four sons and several grandchildren. In 
his autobiograjihy he criticises himself for not having given 
his children a belter education. One son, indeed, has been 
a disappointment, but two others have made excellent careers 
as journalists. The fourth son married the daughter of Mr. 
Rajagopalacharia, the prime minister of Madras. This caused 
a great commotion, because the Gandhis are not Brahmans, 
and the Rajagopalacharias distinctly are. Anolher Gtindhi 
contradiction—the good Hindu thus breaking the laws of 
castel 

^ The Gandhi Gambit 

‘Means and ends arc convertible terms in my philosophy of life.* 

—Mr. Gandhi. 

The record of Gandhiji’s positive cpialitics is a long one. 
The brief narrative I have given of his career indicates some. 
There are many others, which perhaps help to cxpltiin his 
enormous power and hold on Indians. 

For one thing, his utibelievalilc simplicity. This sometimes 
reaches the borderline of comedy. Once lie went through a 
minor spiritual crisis before allowing his wife, a third-class 
passenger, to use a second-cla.ss bathroom. Once on shipboard 
he per.suaded a friend to toss into the sea an expensive pair of 
binoculars. In prison in South Africa he offered to clean the 
latrines himself, although the warder asked him to choose 
someone else for the job. Once a Christian was his guest; 
Mr. Gandhi himself attended to emptying the chamber pot. In 
South Africa he learned lanndrying, starched his collars, and 
taught himself to cut his own hair. One possibly apocryphal 
story describes the Englishman who .shouted ‘Coolie’ at him at 
a railway station. Obediently Mr. Gandhi picked up the 
Englishman’s bags and took them to the train. 

Again there is his very considerable charm. He hasn’t had 
sexual intercourse for almost forty years, but he adores the 
company of women, and he like.s to flirt. His charm is such 
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that, according to the legend, the Secretary of State for India, 
Sir Samuel Hoare, ordcied a new Viceroy, Lord Willingdon, 
not to sec Gandhi, in order to prevent hi.s succumbing to his 
formidable charm. 

His intelligence is quick and shrewd. One could write a 
thousand words abemt Miss Mayo’s Mother India and not des¬ 
cribe it better than did Gandhi with his famous remark, 'It is 
a book that no European and every Indian should read.’ His 
political .sense is acute on other than merely Indian questions, 
lie called the Munich agreement ‘peace without honour’, 
and doubted that if would bring peace. 

He is uncommonly intuitive, anti not only catches the moods 
of people very c[uickly, but is capable of quick changes of 
mood himself. He senses it instantly if his friends are tired; 
he talks nonsense, laughs, gossips, makes jokes. But he can 
resume serious discu.ssion instantly. 

His consideration for others is vei'y detailed. Nehru records 
how he found time during a .serious crisis to send word to him 
that his little daughter had taken on weight. (Nehru wa,5 in 
jail at the time.) When, after the Round Table conference, 
he wanted to give pre.sent,s to the tiro detectives who had risen 
at 4.30 to jog with him through Kensington Gardens, he 
didn’t know what to select, since Congress was boycotting 
British goods; so he sent for two Swiss watches. Once, leaving 
Bombay on a long triji, he saw a friend’s wife among the con¬ 
course of people seeing him oH; he remembered to tell ber not 
to buy a new house she was interested in—this was his method 
of hinting that civil disobedience might begin again, and that 
none of tliein wouid need new hon.scs. Another woman friend 
told me that Gandhiji had certainly saved her life, merely by 
seeing her occa.sionalIy, talking to her, during a severe nervous 
breakdown. 

He has this tact, charm, con.sideration, but he can be brutal 
for a principle. Consider for instance the story of the illness 
of his ten-year-old child Manilal. 

The doctor found Manilal with a high fever, caused by 
pneumonia after typhoid. He .said that eggs and chicken broth 
might save him, but Mr, Gandhi refused to allow him either. 
‘Manilal was only ten years old. To consult his MUshes was out 
of the t[uestion. I had to decide,’ The doctors implored 
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Gandlii to [>ive (he boy nomi.sliirig [ood, since his life was in 
grave danger, bnt (he la(hcr < oininucd to refuse. He told the 
doc(or that lie would (reat Maiiilal in his own W'ay, if (he 
dor(or would conseiu (o come in Irom lime to (iine and examine 
him. He gave Manilal hip baths and orange juice, and Manilal 
bravely said, ‘I will not liave cgg.s or cliickcn broth.’ But the 
boy glow wor.se. His lever leaclicd io|°. Gandhi proceed,s: 

‘Ibegan to get anxious. Whatwould people say of me? What 
,right had parents to inflict their fads on their diild- 
icu? ... I was haunted by thoughts like these. 'I'hen a 
contrary current would stall. God would surely be pleased 
to see that I was giving thesauie Ireatinent to rny sou as 1 would 
give my.scir. . . . 'I’hc doctor could not guarantee rccnvciy. 
At best ho could experiment, d'he tin end of life was in the 
hands of God. . . . 

‘It was night. My mind was lorn between tlu'.se conflicting 
thoughts. I was in Mutiilal'a bed lying by hh side. I decided 
to give him a wet sheet pack. To the head I applied a wet 
towel, . . . llic whole body was liurning like hot, iron, and 
quite parched. There was alwolutcly no penspiratiou. . . , 

‘I was sorely tired. 1 left Manilal in charge of his mother, 
and went out for a walk. . . . Very lew pedestrians were 
out. Plunged in deep thought I .srarecly looked at them. 
‘My honour is In I'hy keeping, oh Tmrcl, in this hour of trial,’ 
I repeated to myself. . . . After a short time I returned, my 
heart beating in niy breast. 

‘No sooner had 1 I'eUirncd, than Manilal said, “You have 
returned, Bapu?” 

‘ “Ye.s, darling.” 

‘ “Do please pull me out. T am burning.” 

‘ “Are you perspiring, my boy?” 

‘ “I am simply soaked. Do plca.se, lake me out.” 

‘I iclt his forehead. It was covered with heads of perspira- 
titm. The temperature was going down. I thanked God. . . . 
I undid the pack, dried hLs body, and father and son fell a.sleep 
in the same bed,’ 

—(Star)' of My Experimenls with Tiuth, Vol. I, x>p. 571-?-) 

The point of thi.s story is, of course, tliat his honour, his 
faith, were more important to the Mahatma than the life of 
his sou. Yeans later an almost identical episode occurred, 
when Kasturbai was taken ill. The doctors stiid she would 
certainly die unless she got nourishing food. Gandhi con¬ 
sulted with her; they decided that she woidd not take it. And 
she got well, after a harrowing experience. 
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Another source of power i.s his tremendous knoxvlcdge of 
India. There are 700,000 villages in India, and Gandhiji has 
visited an cxtraoidlnaiy number of them. His travels have 
been epochal. In the thiid-class trains and especially on foot, 
he has covered the entire penin.sula. In November 1938, he 
xvas hard at xvork on the North-We.st Frontier. 

The things Gandhi likes most are children, fresh air, 
laughter, friends, the truth. What he cU.slikcs most is a lie. 

Tills is another source of power. People cannot lie to him, 
I heard this all over India: as if the Mahatma had some special 
supernatural quality which overcame temptation to falsehood 
in ,other people. His oxvn sincerity, bis own love of truth, is 
so great that he brings out truth in others. Jawaharlal Nehru, 
who admits tliat his language is sometimes incomprehensible, 
talks of his wonderful ‘knack of reaching the hearts of the 
fteople’, by this means. 

His colossal spiritual integrity on the one hand; his 
earthly command of politics on the other—this is tbe Gandhi 
gambit. 

He invented khadder and village spinning, which plunged 
his revolution into the heart of the countryside; he xoalked to 
Dandi and the sea, and behind him spread the wildfire of 
revolt. He likes to choose a small concrete objective that the 
starved, illiterate millions can easily grasp. Recently the 
Bombay Government wondered how to reach the peasants 
quickly with concrete proof of the Congi'ess programme. 
Gandhi sugge.stcd abolition of a grazing fee that hampered 
movements of their cattle, and in a few days word of the new 
programme had spread widely. When he decided to hold the 
annual sessions of Congre.ss, where a hundred thousand people 
congregate, in tiny villages instead of the great towns, people 
said that it would be iinpos.sible. They pointed to the lack 
of sanitary anangements: they were terrified of cholera, But 
Mr. Gandhi simply let cholera go hang-, and nobody got sick— 
at least not of cholera. 

When he left Congress in 1934, he did so in order to make 
himself more honest, more neutral. He wanted to be in a 
position to adjudicate, not merely between different factions 
within Congress, but between Congress and the British. This 
is as if Abraham Lincoln, say, had quit the presidency in the 
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middle o£ the Civil War, in order to sec thal the Noiih be¬ 
haved with proper honour to the South. 

Science of Mahntnialics 

When people in India talk about Mr. Gandhi’s dcl'etis, 
they are ajit to ineniion half a do7('a thiny,,s. 

First, he is dicialoi ial. 'li you clioosc (o follotv my lead, you 
must accept niy conditions,’ he said once. As I have men- 
tioned, he went to the Round Table Courerence alone—and 
as a result tvas drowned in detail and out-iuano?u\ red—and he 
has stated that he alone must decide whcthei or not civil dis¬ 
obedience is ever to he renewed. 

Second, his medievalism. Even his closest friends object 
to his exlravaojant use of religious symbolism. I'herc was a 
gieat earthquake in Bchar in 19^,1; Mr. Gandhi jiromptly 
announced that this was punishment sent to India for the .sin 
of Uutotichability; Nehru has a wonderftil passage describing 
how this staggered him. 

Third, his meeknc.ss, his masochism, have played into the 
hands of the British in negotiation. 

Fourth, he may love flowers and open spaces, hut he seems 
signally to hick general esthetic sense. 

Fifth, his sense of proportion is off-balance. Fie will stop 
work all day to deal with any sudden small problem, for 
instance, a forlorn mother in a village, or a crying child. His 
friends were horrified at .several of his fasts, in w'hich he risked 
his life for what modern minds thonght were minor issues. 
FIc twice cancelled itatiouwide civil disobedience, as tve have 
seen, because of isolated cases of impurity or violence. (But, 
wdth wonderful political instinct, he knew that each campaign 
w^as lost, that it was wise to recede at just that time.) One 
story is that he held up negotiations for the Oandhi-Trwin 
truce because an olficer in Gujerat impounded a peasant's 
cow. The Mahatma stopped everything until that cow was 
released. 

Sixth, and above all, his inveterate love of compromise. Fie 
is a staunch antagonist, but he infinitely prefers settlement to 
struggle. Gandhiji wants compromise with the socialisbs, with 
the princes, with the industrial magnates, with the govern¬ 
ment in Delhi. Surely no man has ever sp quickly arid easily 



MR. GANDHI 


405 

let bygone be bygonc.s. He has 110 hatreds, no resentments; 
ont'c a settlement is made, he co-operates with enemie.s as 
vigorously as he 1 ought them. 

Associated with tlii;; cjuality of coinpromi.se is his dislike of 
haul and last definitions. Once during the Round Table con¬ 
ference fic offered the Moslems a blank cheque in settlement 
of communal' difhctdtie.s, provided they w'ould subscribe to 
the Congress piogiamme of complete independence. There¬ 
upon Mr. I innail, the Moslem leader, confronted the Ma- 
hatmti with ,sc\cn dillercnt definitions of indcpctidcnce which 
he had at one time or other made. No one in India knows 
precisely, beyond shadow of a doubt, where the Mahatma 
draws the line between ‘Dominion Status’ and ‘independence’. 
He seldom defines his terms. Once he was asked by a political 
writer of the Times of India to give an important statement 
on provincial autonomy. He dictated it rapidly, and the 
writer was delighted with his scoop. He took the statement 
back to the office—there were only four sentences—where¬ 
upon it was discovered that each of the four sentences could 
be interpreted in dillcrent ways. 

There are important nuances even to his concept ol civil 
disobedience. He abhors violence, but he admits that some 
things are worse than violence—cowardice, for example. He 
dislikes ‘passive resistance’ as a synonym for Salyagraha, be¬ 
cause he feels that Salyagraha is not passive; it is non-violent 
resistance, wfiich i.s quite a diflereiit thing from non-resis¬ 
tance per se. 

He adoios formulae. When the Working Committee of the 
Congres.s meets these day.s, Mr. Gandhi stays away, waits until 
the members arc in disagreement, and then finds a formula for 
straightening them out. "Dhis science is known throughout 
India as 'Maliatmatics’. 

Grace Notes 

In London his friends took him to see Charlie Chaplin. He 
noted the considerable crowds around Chaplin’s hotel. The 
two had an amiable talk. Leaving, Gandhi asked his com¬ 
panions, ‘^Vho Was that delightful man?’ He had never heard 
of Chaplin before. 

^ This tricky word doe.sn’t refer to ‘conununism’ but to ‘communities’. 
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Once a snake dropped on his ankle, and involuntarily he 
twitched and shook it oil. He has icgicttcd this ever since, 
because it showed that his devotion to non-violence was not 
really perfect. 

One of his h lends was accused of complicity in a minor scan¬ 
dal. Gandhi heard about it, summoned the biend, and said, 
‘Tell me the wdiole (ruth by to-motiow morning.’ Then he 
added that if the liiend denied the charges, he would investi¬ 
gate them anyway. The friend confessed, whereupon the 
Mahatma forgave him. 

A Congre,s.s prisoner behaved badly in Bijapur jail. The 
British warder threatened to inform Mr. Gandhi, who would 
start a new fast il the congressman didn’t reform. The con¬ 
gressman reformed. 

Indian students in London w'ent to a great deal of trouble 
to collect 200 goats with which to greet Gaiidhiji’s arrival. The 
India Office, intormed by the police, Irowned; the Mahatma 
was heartsick that the goats weren’t allowed to welcome him. 

The Working Committee ol Congress decided to break off 
the 1931 iiegotiatioirs between Lord Irwin arrd Mr. Gandhi, 
since the British claims were too great. The Mahatma w'ent 
to Irwin to tell him so. He returned at 2.30 a.m. and informed 
his waiting colleagues that lie had agreed to Irwin’s demandsl 
Consternatiou. Mr. Gandhi explained that he had succumbed 
because at the crucial point Irwin ro.se and said in elleel, ‘Mr. 
Gandhi, why should you disbelieve in my sincerity, why can¬ 
not you accept iny word, as £ freely accept your.s?' Deciding 
that he had no moral right to assume that his opponent was less 
honourable than he, Gandhiji gave way. His colleagues re¬ 
mained stunned. 

Once he was tempted to a.sk his followers to eat fruit only 
after it had fallen from the tree. To pick it wdiile it was still 
on the branch might touch the borderline of violence. 

Hie Religions Factor 

‘I worship God as truth only. .. , Truth is like a vast tree, which yields 
more and more fruit, the more you nurture it.’ 

Mr. Gandhi. 

The attitude of the Mahatma to religion r,s obviously im¬ 
portant, but it is not easy to deruie. No one knows just what 
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faith he believes in. His insistence on rendering good for evil, 
his feeling that one can win justice only by giving justice to 
the enemy, his injunclion to hate the sin but not the sinner, 
are the essence ol practical Christianity. He believes in 
original sin, and is probably more like Christ than any man 
in the political sphere who has ever lived. But he docs not call 
himself a Chrislian. When, watching him pray, I asked his 
intimate friends whom he prayed to, they did not know. 

The following passage is illuminating:' 

‘I do perceive that whilst everything around me is ever- 
changing and ever-dying, there is, underlying all that change, 
a living Power that is changeless, that holds all together, that 
creates, di.ssolves, and recreates. That informing Power and 
Spirit is God. ... I see it as purely benevolent, for I can see 
that, in the midst of death, life persists; in the midst of untruth, 
truth persists; in the midst of darkness, light persists. Hence 
I gather that God 2.9 life, truth, and light. He is love, He is 
the Supreme Good. . . .’ 

He is a devout Hindu, bul he believes that the scriptures 
of all the great religions are equally the word of God—Bible, 
Talmud, Zendavesta, Koran, and the Buddhist canon. 

He writes; 

T cannot account for the existence of evil by any rational 
method. To want to do so is to be co-equal with God. I am, 
therefore, humble enough to recognise evil as such, and I call 
God long-suifej'ing and patient precisely l^ecause He permits 
evil in the world. I know that He has no evil in Himself and 
yet if there is evil Pie is the author of it and yet untouched by it.* 

In an article tvritten in i(j20 he .says; 

‘Why should we be upset when children or young men or old 
men die? Not a moment passes when someone is not born or 
is not dead in this world. We should feci the stupidity of 
rejoicing in a birth and lamenting a death. Those who believe 
in the soul—and what Plindu, Mussulman or Parsi does nol?^— 
know that the soul never dies. The souls of the living as well 

’ as the dead arc all one.’ 

Then there is the famous passage about suffering:^ 

‘Suffering is the mark of the human tribe. It is an eternal 
law. The mother suffers so that her child may live. Life comes 

^ Made in, of all places, a record for the Columbia Gramophone 
Company. 

® C^uoted in Remain Rofland’s eloquent little book on Gandhi, p. 47. 
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out of death. The condition of wheat firowinir is that the seed 
grain should pciish. No country has ever risen widiout being 
purified through the fire of bufi'ering. ... It i.s impossilile 
to do away with the law of .sufleiirig which is the one indis¬ 
pensable condition of our being. Progress is to be measured 
by the amount of sulfering undergone . . . the purer the 
suflering, the greater is the progress.’ 

‘Swaraj’ is the ordinary word used by Iiidiaus to denote ‘inde¬ 
pendence’. Lately tire Mahatma has used ‘Rarnraj' instead. 
‘Rain’ means ‘God’. 

Next Avatar? 

In Febrnary iggg Gandhi urulevtook a new fast, following 
trouble in the tiny native state ol Rajkot (vvireie he had been 
educated and where his father was |irinic minister), in which 
every aspect of his character showetl true-to-form. The ruler 
of Rajkot's liSa square miles had been repves.sive to the popula¬ 
tion. Congress negotiated with him and prevailed upon him 
to introduce rcfoims. T’hcn apparently British advisers in¬ 
sisted that the Rajkot princeling' change his mind, 

In Mr. Gandhi’s own words: ‘There is evidence oC a cold¬ 
blooded breach of a solemn covenant entered into between 
the Rajkot ruler and his people. And the breach has been 
committed at the instance and bidding of the Briti.sh Resident, 
ivho is directly linked with the Viceroy.’ 

First Gandhi sent Kasfurbai, his wife, to Rajkot, and she 
was arrested. Then he came himself, determined to make (his 
a test case. He was not so much intervening between the ruler 
and his people, but between the ruler and the Rvitisb raj. 
India knows that the next great struggle will be on Federation, 
amalgamation of British India and the princes, and Gandhi’s 
object was to focus attention on the plight of the people in the 
princely slat es. He determined to 'fast unto death’ once more, 
and—-just as in the early years—the world breathlessly 
watched. 

I-Ie fasted ninety-eight hours and twenty-five minute.s, when 
the British gave way. It was announced that there tvould be 
a ‘compromise’. 

Despite this episode, it tvas clear early in 1939 that Gandhi 
was still definitely a force for moderation in Indian politics, 



a check against extremism. He resisted Icit-wing influence 
in flic Triimra plenary session of Congres.s, and carried the 
bulk of Congress with him. 

Gandhi has told friends that in moments of vanity he be¬ 
lieves lie has been destined to deliver India from British bond¬ 
age, but the British will \icw it as a catastrophe when he dies. 
The immediate future of India is from one point of view a 
medical or actuarial question; namely, Gandhiji’s survival. 
For while he lives very little can happen; his death will on the 
other hand liberate forces almost certainly tending to increase 
the strength of Indian nationalism. 

But what a tremendous, dazzling career he has hadi His 
greatest accomplishment is that he has given the Indian people 
new spirit, new unity. His God, Whoever Fle is, should treat 
him fondly, when he is gone. 



CHAPTER XXIIl 


BEGINNINGS IN INDIA 


‘If there is a paradise on the fare of the earth, it is this, oh! it is this, oh! 
it is this!’ 

—Inscription, Hall of Piivale Audience in Delhi fort. 

I 'I' really is a sub-coniinent. Tlic opciiintr words of the 
Simon report phrase it well. ''Ehc central mass of Asia 
throws out to the west, beyond the Unds, the suh-continent 
which we call Europe, and to the south, behind the higher 
barrier of the Himalayas, the sub-continent which we call 
India.' 

Superimpose a map of India on a map of Europe. Put 
Karachi at London. The western edge of India will protrude 
into the Atlantic, and the eastern edge will be about two hun¬ 
dred miles oast of Moscow. Peshawar will be in mid-Norway, 
Bombay will just totich tlie border of Swil/crland and what 
was onte called Austria, and Cape Corrnorin, tlie southern tip 
of the peninsula, will be in the Mediterranean between Sicily 
and Tunis. 

It is not only a sub-continent of vastness, but of the vastest 
extremes. Here are the highest mountains in the world, the 
broadest plains, the most torrid heat, and the most torrential 
rains, Elcre is every imaginable contrast in fauna, flora, 
geography, architecture, domestic manners, religious customs. 
Hero are tpr,0,000,000 people, or roughly onc-fifth of the human 
race; they include statesmen and profe.ssors of the highest in¬ 
tellectual aitainincnts, as well as mendicants and fakirs de¬ 
graded almost outside human form; they include Maharajas of 
the most fabulous wealih, as well as starving peasants and 
aborigines in 700,000 villages, some of whose habits could fill 
a new Golden Bough, Here is a fixed and fierce climate which 
extracts its toll From European and Indian alike. 

The vastness of India, its conglomeration of confusions, 
make investigation seem difficult. How give a bird’s-eye view 
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of a society 4,000 years old? How simplify—without suc¬ 
cumbing to the danger of oversimplification—the illimitable 
diversity of its peoples, problems, creeds? How elucidate even 
the simplest facts about a country where—to take a few in¬ 
stances—the comma is in the wrong place in numerals,' where 
men worship animals like rats and herons, where names are 
polysyllabically unpronounceable, where a bewildering tech¬ 
nical jargon masks ordinary meaning? ‘Coinmunalism’, for 
instance, a word used often, has nothing to do with ‘commun¬ 
ism’; it derives from ‘community’, and means Hindu or Mos¬ 
lem separatist tendencies. 

Bewildering it all is—but not quite so bewildering as the 
first glance forebodes. Which is fortunate enough, 

There is a vast welter of peoples, yes; but one must grasp 
the fact—and hold tight to it—that a Punjabi and a man from 
Mysore, even if they differ as much as an Englishman from a 
Spaniard, arc both Indians, as the Englishman and Spaniard 
are both Europeans. 

Indian names are difficfi'll, yes, but not .so difficult as Chinese 
names. Some sound comical to western cars, especially Parsee 
names like Sodawatcrwala or Coconiitwala {luala means ‘man 
of’); but after all, lhe.se do not diller in kind from names like 
‘Shoemaker’ or ‘Marchandcau’, which do not cause laughter 
in England or France. As a rule the last name of a Hindu is 
a kincl of community or clan name rather than a family name. 
cThe fathcr’.s name (except in Bengal) is commonly put in the 
middle. Take Bulhabhai Jivanji Desai, for instance, the 
leader of the Congress in the central legislature. Bulhabliai 
is his given name, Jivanji is his father’s name, Desai is his 
clan name. Perhaps as a result a great many Indian politicians 
are most often called simply by their first names, at least by 
friends and in informal talk. 

There are probably several thousand religions and sub- 
religions, yes; but for immediate practical purposes we hake 
to deal with only two, Hindui.sm and Mohammedanism. 

^ For instance the number 10,000,000 is written 1,00,00,000. This is 
because big figures are calculated in units of lakhs (one hundred thousand) 
or crons (ten million). Thus one .says, not five hundred thousand people 
or acres or what not, but five lakhs of whatever it is, written 5,00,000, 
Or one says seven and a half crons, 7,50,00,000, 
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There are SS 2 cUfTereuL languages and dialects, according to 
the 1931 census, but only about eight or ten have serious poli¬ 
tical iuiportaiue. 

Wlien 1 auic'cd in llouibay I happened to inspect a rupee 
note caicl'tdly, and saw that the words ‘One Rupee’ were 
written on the Itack in eight dillevent Indian languages, each 
in its own aljdiabet and scri])!. 'riierenpttn I asked every¬ 
one 1 met, Indian or British, to identiry tlie eight; it was 
several tveek.s before 1 could find anyone wlio knew them 
all.' As a result, jrerhaps, unwarrantably, I grasped the 
inference that langtiage fissures were not a very close pre- 
octtiptuion of most people, 'rite language used by most 
Indians—about 139,000,000 according to the last census—is 
Hindustani. 

Now Hindtistani (I do admit that this is confusing) exists 
in two vocabularies and two .scripts, Hindi and Urdu. Experts 
will seize by the throat anyone who tries to talk about it sitmtly, 
but the easiest cx[jlanation is tliat the original language of 
the Aryans in India, Sanskrit, bectime strongly intermixed 
with Persian during the course of Moslem infiltration. So the 
resultant mixture, Hindustani, e.xists in duplicate. The dia¬ 
lect with more Persian words, written in a script similar to 
Persian, is Urdu; the dialect with more Sanskrit influence, 
writ ten in characters like Sanski it, is Hindi. About eighty per 
cent of the words arc the same in speech. Another definition 
calls ‘Hindustani’ the coIlo(|nial name of the s/toAv’?/ language, 
whether it i.s Ilindi or Urdu. The obvious connection of 
Moslems with Urdu, and of Hindus with Hindi, lias made a 
minor political issue of this question. Extreme nationalists in 
each camp shout for their separate scripts. 

Closely allied to Hindustani, written in approximately the 
same alphabet, are Giijcrati, Punjabi, Marathi, Bengali, Of 
a quite diffei'eut category are the great Dravidian languages 
of the south, like Tamil. The difference between Elindustani 
and its derivatives is roughly that between the various Latin 
languages of Europe. But bciwecn Elindustani and the 
southern tongues the difference is at least as great as that be¬ 
tween English and Arabic. A man from Peshawar and a 
Tamil from Madra.s cannot understand each other. This does 
^ Urdu, Hindi, Bengali, Burmese, Tamil, Tclegu, Kanarese, Gujerati, 
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not, however, necessarily impede political contact between 
them. 

A word as to illiteracy. It is terrific, but not so terrific as in 
China. Accurate figures must await the next census; at pres¬ 
ent about eighty-live per cent o[ the men and ninety per cent 
of the women ol India arc believed to be illiterate. 

Finally there arc half a do/cn important political stresses, 
or oppositions of force. Indians versus British. Moslems 
veisns Hindus. British India versus the princely states. Con¬ 
gress versus Moslem Lctiguc. Congiess versus princes. And 
so on. Most of these overlap into ramifying and interlaced 
sub-stresses. The only one, however, upon which all the rest 
depend is the first—Indians versus British. 

The modern explorer, e.g., journalist, has one tremendous 
advantage in India, which is (hat it is one of the most hos¬ 
pitable coun(ries in the world, a veritable paradise for ease 
of contacts on bo(h Indian and British sides. I have never 
been in a country where it was pleasanter to work. 

Historical Interlude 

Now lei us undeitakc a dangerous and perhaps foolhardy 
but necessary task—an attempt to telescope the history of 
India in a paragraph or two. 

About i,()00 B.c. or earlier, a series of invasions of India 
began by light-skinned nomads who came through the Afghan 
passes and settled in the Ganges plains. They were great war¬ 
riors and soon they spread out all over northern and central 
India, as far as the barrier of the southern mountains. They 
were people of the gra.sslands, nomads originally, but the rich 
land of India, the ease of cultivation, turned them into settlers 
and agriculturalists. These nomad invaders were the Aryans; 
in Sanskrit the word ‘Arya’ means gentleman or one high born. 
The Aryans had their own literature; their early books are 
called Vedas, or scriptures. ‘Veda’ literally means ‘know¬ 
ledge’. 

The Aryan invasion displaced the original inhabitants of 
India, who were dark-skinned people, the Dravidians. No 
one knows much about these Dravidians; probably they were 
similar to the peoples who inhabited Egypt, Mesopotamia and 
other parts of Africa and Asia ten or twelve thousand years ago. 
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The interloping Aryans were contemptuous of the Dravidians; 
one theory of the origin of caste (ihc Sanskrit word for caste is 
varna, which means colour) is (hat it was invented by tlie 
Aryans to prevent intermarriage with tltc dark Dravidian 
people. The Aryans very early developed an cxcccdingiy 
complicated form of worship, which became Hinduism. To 
this day Aryan iu[lnencc is predominant in north India, 
while Dnividian traces are more conspicnou.s in the south. 

India became a melting pot. In sjtitc of the caste system 
Aryan and Uravidian culture coalesced to .some extent. 
Hinduism spread rdl over the peninsula. 'Fhere weic other 
influences: Darius of Persia reached the Indus, and after 
Alexander the Great’s expedition in gaO k.c,. came a consider¬ 
able influx of Hellenic culture. Winds from China drifted 
across Tibet. By 3G4 n.c. tlic great emperor Asoka, one of the 
most enlightened rnonarebs who ever lived, united all but a 
small portion of India under his stigticious and benevolent 
control. A great creative u])heaval lollowcd to produce the 
golden age of Indian an. Asoka disliked the religions excc.sses 
of Hinduism, and made a new creed, Bnddlusm, Lite state 
religion; after his death, however, Ruddliism bt>gan gradually 
to recede, ami the Hindu Brahmans re-established (heir privi¬ 
leges and power. 

After Asoka, Indian history for centuries is a record of 
variotis conquests. The Huns, the Tiivlcs, tlic Persians, the 
Mongols, the Moslems invaded the penin.snla. But strong 
native dynasties, like the Rajputs, also grew np and held 
power tenaciously, and Hindui.sm, entrenched by caste, main¬ 
tained its grip on the mas,ses. In altout (he fourteenth 
century a.d. the Mongols (called Moguls in Indian parlance) 
began to penetrate India; Gengliis Klran captured I-,ahore in 
the Punjab and Tamurlanc took Delhi. This Mogul period 
reached its climax in the tremendous reigns of Babur, who 
became emperor of Hindustan, and his grandson Akbar 
(1556-1605) and great-grandson Aurungzeb (1658-1707). The 
Moguls, who almost united India again, were Mo,skins, and 
not only built things of enduring and entrancing beauty like 
the Taj Mahal and Delhi Fort, but furnished the seed of the 
communal disputes between Hindu and Moslem that go on to 
this day. 
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After the Moguls the next invaders (omitting the Persian 
Nadir Shah who captured Delhi in a brilliant raid in 1738) 
were the British. The struggle for imperial and commercial 
power of the western nations occurred in India just as it did 
in the Americas, and at about the same time. The first aim 
of the British iras trade, and their instrument was (hat remark¬ 
able organi.sation, the East India Company; by 1761, they had 
largely ousted their French and Dutch rivals from the penin¬ 
sula, and were turning it into a great commercial dependency. 
In 1798, the Briti.sh were strong enough to appoint a governor- 
general who ruled most of the country, though still in the 
name of the East India Company. Various wars reduced 
native ]3eoples like the Mahrattas and Sikhs. In 1857 came 
the Inclian Mutiny—a rising of what would to-day be called 
militant Indian nationalism—and following it India came 
formally under control of the British Parliament and Crown. 
The Mogul Empire ceased to be, and Queen Victoria was 
created Empress of India and the Dominions Beyond the 
Seas. 

In the preceding chapter we dealt briefly with the growth of 
the Indian independence movement concurrently with the 
career of Mr. Gandhi. After the end of civil disobedience the 
next great step in Indian history was the new Government of 
India Act, 1935, (he longest act in the history of the British 
Parliament, passed after seven years of bitter argument in 
Whitehall. This Act embodies the new Indian constitution. 
It is the basis of rule in India to-day. It is the framework of 
Indian government and law. We must inspect it before pro¬ 
ceeding further. 

Government of India Act, /P75 

The Act is in essence a compromise. It was opposed just as 
grimly by Winston Cliiircbill and pro-Empire diehards in 
England as by Jawaharlal Nehru and the Congress nationalists 
in India. It does not in any sense modify the central fact of 
British .sovereignty in India, but it goes a considerable way be¬ 
yond the reforms of 1919 in giving India a measure of self- 
government. 

British policy since the War has been, in a sentence, to give 
India something, but not too much, with Dominion Status as 



the distant ^d in view. Anything- else, men like Statdey 
Baldwin knew, would .stin'en Indian nationalism so iniensely 
that revolnlion might rerur. 

Indian nationalist policy, as rc[>i-csentc'd by the Congress, has 
been, in a sentence, to get what it covdd, tvilh complete inde¬ 
pendence instead of Dominion Stains as the end in view. Mr. 
Gandhi and his followers think that the t();55 Act is a vehicle 
totvards this end. 

The Act gives enonnons jsowers to the Viceroy or Governor- 
General. A netv federal legislaline is established, to which in 
theory the executive i.s responsible, but the Viceroy h:is un¬ 
restricted veto power over any at I of the legislature. Moreover, 
three key .suhject.s—defence, foreign adaiis, and ecclesiastical 
affairs—are ‘reserved’ to the hands ol' the Viceroy, besides 
which he has special powers to deal with: 

(i) the prevention of any grave menace to the peace or 
tranquillity of India or any part thereof, 

(a) the safeguarding of the nnancial .stability and credit 
of the government, 

(3) the protection of the rights of Indian slates and the 
inierc.sts of the minorities, 

(4) the prevention of commercial discrimination, 

and certain other matters. For instance, in ca.se of emergency 
he may (like the Emperor In Japan) suspend the entire con¬ 
st itntiou, 

By lernrs of the Act, India is made a federal conutry. This 
means coalescence between British India and the native or 
princely states. For rca.son.s which I shall explore later, federa¬ 
tion has so far been delayed, altbongb a new federal court is 
sitting, and a federal banking system has been set up. Con¬ 
gress bitterly oppose.s full federation for many reasons, among 
which is the fact that the composition of the new central legis¬ 
lature has been so devised as to give the British members, plus 
the representatives of the princely states who in most matters 
will certainly vote with them, an unshakable preponderance. 

The Act gives the governors in tlie provinces of British India 
—^who like the Viceroy are Englishmen appointed by the 
Crown-powers roughly similar to those of the Viceroy at the 
centre. Nevertheless a system of Provincial Autonomy is far 
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advanced. The new Act abolislies the reserved subjects which 
the old provincial asscinlilies w^ere not allowed to touch; it 
git'c.s the provinces almost lull powers o\'cr items like local 
linance, police, prisons, education, land revenue, health, 
public works, agriculture and foiesls, and above all law and 
order. Moreover, the new cabinets in the provinces are elected 
by the Indian people and have fairly complete administrative 
authority. 

The Act contains 451 clauses and roughly 120,000 words. 
It would need a book the length ol this one to explore its highly 
controversial texture thoroughly. Out of the forest of recom¬ 
mendations and decisions I can mention only a few. Burma, 
for instance, was separated from India. Two new provinces 
in British India were created, Sind and Ori.ssa, and the North¬ 
west Frontier Province, hitherto excluded, was brought into 
the field of progress and reform. On the other hand, certain 
regions like Baluchistan continue to be ‘excluded areas’ out¬ 
side provincial autonomy. The electorate was considerably 
increased—from 7,315,000 in 1919, about three per cent ol 
the population of British India, to approximately 35,000,000, 
or fourteen per cent. 

The political position in 1939 was that the non-fcderal pro¬ 
visions of the constitution are in force. In Delhi, the old legi,5- 
lature, set up in 1919, still sits. But in the provinces, 
autonomy as established by the new Act is woi'king. Elections 
in February 1937, gave Congre.ss majorities in seven out of the 
eleven provinces, and later an eighth province, Assam, went 
to Congress. Congress had spent years in attacking the Act, 
and at first it refused to take office, though it did not boycott 
the elections. After some months of haggling and delay, Mr. 
Gandhi evolved a compromise. So in eight provinces Congress 
governments, elected by the Indian people, are ruling. 

Chart of^ British India 

The eleven provinces' of British India differ widely from 
each other, and provincial .spirit (ill lately has been very 
strong. A marriage between individuals of different provinces 
is almost as rare as one between members of different castes. 

^ Nothing in this section refers to the native or princely states, which I 
shall discuss later. 

S D 
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A man in one province is apt to know little about the others. 
Even the British succunil) to provincial stiMtifications, because 
as a rule an official having learnctl the ways and language of 
one province, serves his entire career there; this is one leason 
for the narrow outlook of many members of the Indian Civil 
Service. 

Generalisations are risky, but let us tittempt here what we 
attempted in China—a rough dc.scription of each jirovince. 
In India the names at least ai’e easier. 

Idle fir.st Briti.sh .settlenicnts in India were in Bombay, 
Calcutta (Bengal) and tMadras, and these three great provinces, 
called ‘Presidencies’, arc the tojr of the tree. Governors to 
these Presidencies arc not taken from the civil service, but 
are political appointees direct from London. Bombay or 
Madras may be given to young M.P.s or exceptionally able 
sons of peers, like Lord Brabourne, who inherit jtecrage.s and 
thus have small parliamenttivy oiiportunity in England. 

Bombay, covering 77,000 .stptare miles and with a popula¬ 
tion of 17,000,000—in other words it i.s a good deal bigger 
than pre-Munieh Czeclroslovakia-—is the smallest and most 
hcterogcneou.s of the Prcsidcneics. It i.s the home of the Parsis 
of India; of the great cotton milks at Alunedabad; of exchange 
.speculators, Gujerati mcrchant.s, and Mahratta farmers; and 
of the cosmopolitan society of Bornbtiy City. The city is an 
island (like Singapore), linked to the mainland by a cause¬ 
way. Originally it was settled by the Portuguese, who gave it 
in i66t to Charles II of England; a few yeans later Charles 
bestowed it on tlie East India Company for ten pounds a yearl 
No important island except Manhattan has ever been got so 
cheaply. 

Bombay the city is unique in India from a .social point of 
view. Calcutta is still .snobbish, but in Bombay you may find 
Indian.? and Englishmen eating together, working together, 
partaking of what is almost a joint social life (except at the 
Bombay Yacht Club, which no Indian Itiay enter): in Bombay 
I liave dined with a Parsi industrialist, two Moslem writers, 
a .socialist Hindu, a Congress lawyer, two women out of purdah, 
and a Maharaja, at the same table. 

The Congi'css is strong in the Bombay di.strict. Gandhi’s 
birthplace is not far away, and Bombay was the scene of the 
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first great civil disobedience struggles. It is a predominantly 
Hindu pioviiice. 

Madras, in area as big as Italy, with a population greater 
than that ol Great Briiaiii (over 47,000,000), is tlie great 
Presidency of the south. It is mainly agricultural, growing 
rice, cotton, tobacco, sugar cane, coflcc. Almost completely 
cut off from the rest of British India by native states, it has 
developed special characteristics oI its own. Linguistically it 
is cutup into lour distinct areas, where the people speak Tamil 
(a pure Dravidiaii language which has rc.sisted Sanskrit influ¬ 
ence more than any tongue in India), Tclegu, Kanarcse, and 
Malayalara. 

Madras is the home of two things, first, of most of the intel¬ 
lectuals of India, second, ol Hinduism in its most intensive 
form. The intellectuals become lawyers, bankers (a common 
proverb is that no one in India understands finance except 
Scotsmen and Madrasis), and journalists. Ninety per cent of 
the newspaper men in India are Madrasi Brahmans, even on 
English papers like tlie Statesman and Times of India. As for 
Hinduism in Madras, it is virtually a di.sease. Madras is the 
place to go to inspect rigidity of caste, orthodoxy in observance, 
and misery among Untouchables. 

Whether the phenomenon is a result of iiitellectualisni and 
religious extremism or not, I don’t know, but Madras is also 
the poorest of the great Prc,sidencies. Recently an English 
scientist, to test this out, picked several groups of albino rats, 
all the same age, sex, and weight, segregated each group, and 
gave each group the diet ol different Indian communities. 
Eighty days later the rats were weighed. The rat eating the 
normal Sikh diet weighed 335 grams; Pathan diet, 330 grams; 
Mahratta diet, 330 grams; Gurkha diet, 300 grams; Kanarese 
diet, 185 grams; Bengali diet, 180 grams; Madrasi diet, 155 
grams, 

Madras is strongly Congress. Its political boss is that won¬ 
derful old Brahman fox, Mr. Rajagopalacharia. 

If we turn north to the United Provinces —always abbre¬ 
viated in India to U.P., which made me think for a time that 
the United Press or the Union Pacific had a great deal to do 
in India~we find quite a different story. Madras and Bengal 
are peasant provinces, with farmers holding their own tiny 
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tracts oC land; the U.P. is the home par excellence ot great 
landowners, the zemindats, who sub-let ihc soil to tenants. 
According to the Simon leport, some idio yeniindars own two- 
thirds ol the .sub-province of Otidh, but pay only one-.sixth of 
the land revenue. Agiaiiaii unrestand agitation has been more 
pronounced in the U.P. than any Indian i)rovinre except 
adjacent Bihai. It was licic that Jawaharlal Nehru began his 
agrtiritin campaigns. 

1 lie U.P. has a population of almost 50,000,000 people, or 
about forty per cent of that of the United States. Jughty-five 
per cent of the people ate Hindu. The province is often 
called titc most ‘typical’ in India; in it are Agra and Benares, 
with Delhi and Lucknow near by. The people are the most 
cultivated in India, the most sophisticated (Bombay perhaps 
excepted), with the greatest tradition for activity in politics. 

Below the U.P. are the Gentium. Provinces, ctilled C.P. for 
short; if the U.P. is the most advanced province in India, the 
C.P. is probably the most backward. I'he C.P. is surrounded 
by native states, and is eighty-five per cent Hindu; ninety 
per cent of the people speak Hindi or Mahralti. In the C.P. 
are the great uiitrod jungles of India, the giant wtilcifalls, 
most of the aborigines, tribes of incredible backwardness, 
pythons and tigers, aaimists. Also in die C.P. is Mr. 
Gandhi. 

Bhiar, though it is a smallish province—jiopulalion 
a5,ooo,ooo~is exceptionally important. It is a valley between 
the U.P. and Bengal, largely agricultural, eighty-two per cent 
Hindu, and the seat ol the worst agrarian exploitation in India, 
the lierrest agrarian uure.st. Its leader is the Congressman 
Babu Rajendra Prasad. Near by is Orissa, which till the 
1935 Act was part of Bihar. Orissa is the smallest of the states, 
with a language—Oriya—all its own. Its peasants, exeeptioii- 
ally religious, are among the most ignorant in India. In some 
parts of the state the title of the land is supposed to be God’s, 
and men must plough instead of women, because men can 
impregnate the fields. 

These, with the North-West Frontier Province, are the 
seven which Congress prime ministers and cabinets began to 
govern. 

The Presidency of Bengal with Calcutta as capital, ha,S' 
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more ihaa 50,000,000 people; ii is as populous as the whole 
United States tioin the Mississippi to the Facilic; probably it 
is the richest Indian province, as it is the most densely popu¬ 
lated. liaditioually the Bengalis are the poets ol India, emo¬ 
tional and sensitive; their physique is generally poor, their 
resistance weak. Bengal is the home ol Indian terrorism, ol 
the jute industry, of most of the babus (clerks) of India, and 
of Rabindranath I’agore. Bengalis are not recruited into the 
Indian army. 

Bengal is homogeneous physically and in language, but not 
religion,sly; there are 37,500,000 Moslems (54.87 per cent of 
the population), and 21,570,000 Hindus (43.04 per cent). By 
and large the Hindus are the merchants and landlords; the 
Moslems are the proletariat, though much labour is imported 
into Bengal from Madras and Bihar. Land is held in Bengal 
by the incredilile terms of what is known as the ‘Permanent 
Settlement Act’, which in 1793 determined what land revenue 
should be assessed on property; the rates have not changed 
since. 

Hindus in Bengal complain severely of discrimination. For 
instance, although they are a minority they pay eighty-live per 
cent of the taxes. They .say that the Moslems not only have 
a guarantee of a permanent majority in the local chamber, but 
that what is called ‘weighiagc’ gives them additional seats. 
Bengal will have only thirty-,sevcn seats out of 250 in the new 
Central legislature, though its population is almost one-fifth 
of British India. This the Bengalis say is punishment for 
terrorism. Bengal is governed by a non-Congress coalition in 
which Moslems predominate. 

Assam is a small province, now under a Congress ministry, 
to the east of Bengal; in population it is the size of Belgium, 
but most of the people, hill tribesmen, are backward and un¬ 
developed. The chief indu.stry is tea. Far to the other end 
of India is a small nou-CongTc.ss province, Sind, which is pre¬ 
dominantly Moslem. Sind, in the words of the Simon report, 
is nearer to Iraq or Arabia than the rest of India. Karachi, 
the chief Indian airport, i.s in Sind. When it was first con¬ 
quered by a British General, he telegraphed simply ‘Peccavi’ 
(I have Sind). 

Finally, one of the great provinces —the Punjab, Its capital 
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is Lahore, aad willi 105,000 square miles and 34,000,000 
people it is hall as big as France. Here religious sLralilication 
is tuple, because ihere arc not only 13,000,000 Moslems and 
6,000,000 J-iiiidus, bill .some 4,000,000 Sikhs. Tims the 
Punjab has always been the heart ol lierce religious tension, 
as Bengal is the heart ol revolutionary (errorism. d'he Punjab 
is mostly a great plain, watered by live rivers; it is the India ol 
Kipling, ol open spaces, ol the summer capital Simla; the 
India ol the tallest men and licrccst lorces ol nature, ol agricul¬ 
tural co-operatives and colos.sal irrigation projects—and ol 
Amritsar. 

The Punjabis, especially the Siklis, arc staunch lighters; the 
region was the last in India to be taken by the British. The 
Punjabis say that the great invasions ol India stopped at 
Lahore; perhaps some rillrall went on into deeper India, but 
the real men stayed. And Punjab .supplies lilty-lotir per cent 
of the troops ol the Indian army; it is the country's military 
reservoir. The bearded Sikhs arc the police everywhere in 
the East, all the way to Shanghai and Singapore. Like Bengal, 
the Punjab is governed by a coalition ministry dominated by 
Moslems. 

Indian Village 

We almost missed the train. Our bearer shoehorned us 
aboard somehow. The trains in India are like none 1 have 
ever seen anywhere. They pant, sculllc, scream over the 
gigantic peninsula, seldom late, alwtiys jammed, sh.aking their 
passengers like dice, torrential monuments to British engineer¬ 
ing and capacity to endure discomfort. 

The ftrst-class cars ax‘e divided into coupes for two people 
or compartments for live or six. The beds, a thin smear ol 
black leather over wood and iron, pull out ol the walls; you 
bring your own bedding, ol course. You get no ticket for your 
berth. Instead your name is placarded outside the car. When 
changing at a junction, you tear along the incoming train as 
it rolls in, searching for your name as the cars flash by. There 
are no conductors. At least, in six or seven thousand miles 
of travel in India, I never saw one. During two months of 
those trains, I never had a ticket stamped or punched. 

The windows of the cars have two screens each, coarse to 
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keep out cinders and gravel, fine to keep out dust; there is 
also a glass, and all three fit into parallel grooves, which inter¬ 
minably lall out of place with discordant bangs. Within 
twenty minutes of the start of any journey, the compartment 
is thick with sand or dirt, despite the screens; thus the shower 
bath which comes with each first-class berth. There are very 
few corridor trains in India; once you are in your compart¬ 
ment, you slay imprisoned till ihe train stops. The train 
halts at widely spaced intervals to let you get out and walk up 
to the dining-car, if there is a dining-car. 

We were travelling from Bombay to Mysore. The terrific 
spectacle of native India spilled out as we plodded south. 

The railway station is the heart of each village, and the 
heart of each railway station is the water pump. Rather, there 
are two hearts, because Hindus and Moslems must have their 
dilTerent pumps, their difl'crent water. The train grinds to a 
stop; the heavy clanking doors fly open and the people gush 
out; they rush to the pump.s, and, if it is early morning, clean 
their teeth first; no toothbrush, but the forefinger working 
like a piston inside the mouth. (A toothbrush, made of animal 
bristles, would be considered unclean. Hindus are very care¬ 
ful about what they put to the mouth. Many orthodox Hindus 
will not lick postage stamps.) 

The villagers surround the train. Sick children, beggars, 
half-starved dog,s, mol hers combing their daughters’ hair, 
children rounding up stray cattle, old men with foreheads 
covered with caste marks, denoting esoteric significance. 
Women with diamonds in their noses, which means merely 
that they can afford them. Untouchables, hovering near their 
isolated pump, Many Brahmans wear their hair long, braided 
into an untidy topknot. If they are also bearded they look 
astoundingly like the circus creatures advertised as both men 
and women. 

The village of Vajamangala is about ten miles from Mysore. 
Here we spent a morning. 

The houses are built of mud, glazed by the sun to a whitish 
colour, but with tile roofs. That the roofs are tile means that 
Vajamangala is a prosperous village, that is, the average in¬ 
come of a peasant may be as much as £10 per year. The roofs 
slope upward.s from the exterior walls, then stop. There is an 
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open reclangie of sky over the centre of each house, which is 
an inclosed couriyard. It doesn’t rain rnucli in Mysore. The 
exterior walls of the house are windowless. This is the rule 
all over India. No windows. Solid walls keep thieves and 
evil spirils out. 

Inside the windowless exterior wall, bounding the court¬ 
yard and opening on to it, is a series of partitions on one side 
where the human beings live. One room i.s the kite hem, which 
we could not cuter, since, being foreigners, ivc would have 
defiled the food. Another hou.ses the family gods. On the 
other side, twelve or fourteen feet ticross the court, live the 
cattle, who are quite obviously part of the family. The horns 
of the cattle are painted. '"I’he bullocks get blue horns, the 
cows red. Piled to the side is a heap of incredibly primitive 
wooden farm implements. 

Children welcomed us; .soon they were a long tail to the 
kite of our procession, 'i’hey otlcred us limes and wreaths of 
flower,s. When bored by our company, they returned to their 
business, which was to make mudpies of cowdung and stick 
them on the walls to dry. Flowers and cowdung—these are 
the antitheses of southern India. The dimg is used mn.stly 
for fuel, though in one corner of the village w<' saw the com¬ 
mon fertiliser dump. Dutig is important. The slejis of every 
house arc washed with a solution of it every day; it is ammo¬ 
niac and antiseptic, and believe it or not—eham, Ditng is 
the great cleanser, the great purifier. Shccfi diiug h:is a lesser 
place than cowdung In the community. Shec|) are kept only 
for their dung, but it is considered .sccotid-class dung. 
Ciiickens arc not kept at all, because Brahmans consider 
potdiry to be unclean. 

The house we first visited was scrawled outside ivith signs, 
an operv hand and an interlocked sort of figure eight; these 
are freshly chalked up every day, after the bath of clung, to 
propitiate the household gods. The tenant, n blacksmith by 
profession, was a Siva worshipper. Carpenter and Iilacicsmith 
are u,sually among the most important citizens of the village, 
and the carpenter in Vajamangala was also the mayor, elected 
to this position by his fellows to serve three years. The tax- 
collector, known as the patel, who is also important, holds his 
job by heredity; father passes it on to son, as do executioners 
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in France. The village, population 1,400, has four police¬ 
men, none of them armed. 

In the village shops, which are open .sheds facing the main 
lane, you find coconuts for sale (they aic used in one form of 
worship); cigarettes—though I never .saw anyone in an Indian 
village smoke; six or seven kind.s of grain, like >agi and jola, 
the staple loodstull's of Mysore; condiments for curry and 
bright red chillies; and some cheap manufaciured goods and 
paralTm. The sliow cases are square petrol cans set on end 
like Iding cases and open to the street. Very little money 
circulates. It isn’t necessary. Once a year the latindryman 
and so on are paid in goods—usually grain. 

Beyond the shops, some hundreds of yards from the village 
proper, is the section reserved for Untouchaliles. Ei^en this 
charter was—in this model village Vajamangala—clean. 
Here we heard the clatter of chickens, which Untouchables 
will eat. The houses were smaller, the children timid. 

Farther beyond are the fields. Thci’e arc few homesteads 
in India with fields surrounding the house. The people live 
in villages, and may have to trudge several miles to reach their 
land. Often a family has to work in widely separated fields. 

Before I visited this village I felt like a man with boxing 
gloves, fumbling at marbles; afterwards I began, I thought, 
to get just a little of the hang of things. 

India is eighty-nine per cent rural. Well over 300,000,000 
people live in the 700,000 villages of India, Probably one- 
third of the entire population lives in villages of less than 500 
inhabitants each. The land is overwhelmingly the great 
Indian problem. On the life of the land, India depends. 

There are two different types of land tenure. In the north, 
land i,s as a rule held on the zemindari system; that is, by big 
landlords, the zemindars, W'ho farm it out to tenants. In the 
south the lyotxuari system is in force; that is, peasants hold the 
land themselves,’ mostly in very small tracts. In each case 
what is knowni 4 s ‘land revenue’ is paid to the government; 
as a rule this is ftth rent and tax. The zemindar collects rent 
from the peasant and pay.s ‘land reventie' to the state; the 
ryot pays rent direct to the state in which tax is included. 
Normally land revenue accounts Cor about one-half of the 
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peasant’s earnings; fifty per cent of his prodnre goes in rent or 
taxes. This system is not a harsJi British invention; it was 
indigenous by early Hindu enstoni, anti both Moguls and 
British took it over. 

The peasant labonrs under enormous disadi’antages. Elec¬ 
tricity is a myth; running water is a dntam; mechanisation is 
nearly cverywliere impossible. I’here is no primogeniture 
in India as a rnle, and when the pca.sant dies his land is .sub¬ 
divided among all his .sons, with the result that most holdings 
ai'c iufinitesitnally small. In one district in the Punjab,' fol¬ 
lowing fragmentation through generations, 58^ owners cul¬ 
tivate no less than 16,000 fields; in another 12,800 acres are 
split into actually 63,000 lioldings. Threc-fpiartcrs of the 
holdings in India as a whole are under ten acres. In many 
parts of India the average holding is less than half an acre. 

Poverty is unspeaktihle; for instance, agricultural wages 
are about eight cents a day. The agricultund debt is enor¬ 
mous; a modest calculation puts it at /Jtirgj.ooo.ooo. Because 
of the .sy.stem of land tenure there is no satisfactory basis for 
loans with security, and the peasants arc at the mercy of 
rapacious money-lenders. Interest rales run anywhere from 
twenty-live to 100 or eveh 200 per cent—.sometimes higher. 
Most peasants arc in debt from the d:iy they are born till the 
day they die. Their position is imolertiblc, and a virtual 
moratorium reigns in .several provinces; the courts refuse to 
convict for debt, and generally speaking no one is dispossessed. 

Poverty produces sevci'al of its nerc.s.sary concomitants. One 
is disease. A startling .survey of rural areas by a director of 
the Indian Medical Service, Sir John Megaw, states that forty- 
one per cent of the population of India i.s poorly nourished, 
twenty per’ cent baclly nourished, i.c., they are perpetually 
hungry. There are fifty to one hundred million cases of 
malaria a year, and two million of tuberculosis. 

Another is lack of physical vitality. In Bengal alone about 
750,000 children under fifteen die every year, a quarter of 
thetn from prevetitable diseases. ‘The peasantry of Bengal 
are in large proportion taking to a dietary on which even rats 
could not live,’ says an oflicial report. The maternal mortality 
rate for India as a whole is 24.5 per 1,000, as against 4.06 for 

' See M, L. Darling’s admirable books on the Punjab pea.sanU'y, 
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England and Wales. The death-rate as a whole is 26.8 per 
1,000 as against 11.7 per 1,000 in England. The average 
expcrialion of life is, incredible detail, only twenty-five years, 
. as against England’s filty-fivc. 

And another is political discontent. In several provinces, 
notably the U.l*. and Bihar, the peasants, hisans, are well 
organi.sed and they have reficscd to pay taxc.s in mass cam¬ 
paigns. Agrarian turmoil has more than once reached the 
point of viilual revolution. The .sociali,sts in the CongTe,ss 
have paid particular attention to the agrarian movement. 

‘I came from a good village,’ a young Mo.slem told me one 
day in Delhi. ‘We were not so very poor. There were only 
a handful of us so poor they could not afford loin-cloths, and 
almost all of us had meat—once a month.’ 

Patriotic Indians are chauvinistic even about their poverty. 
I remember a friend in Lahore who turned red in indignation 
when I dared to say that Chinese poverty was as acute as 
Indian. 

Despite poverty, the birth-rate is enormous; despite disease, 
the increase of births over deaths is very great. It is believed 
that the census of 1941 will show the population of India to 
be over 400,000,000, which means an increase of about 
40,000,000—almost the population of France—in ten years. 
Fecundity, Indians know you well. 

Industry—Two Kinds 

The basis of Indian life is agriculture, but India is a very 
important country industrially; it is in fact the eighth indus¬ 
trial state in the world according to production of manufac¬ 
tured goods. Cotton textiles lead the rest, but India produces 
very important amounts indeed of iron and steel, jute, manu¬ 
factured woollens and silks, sugar, cement, leather, wax. The 
largest iron and steel works in the British Empire, bigger than 
anything at Sheffield, is at Jamshedpur, operated by the great 
Parsi company, the Tata Iron and Steel Company. Tata is 
the nearest thing in India to organisations like Mitsui in 
Japan or U.S. Steel in the United States. 

For more than a generation Lancashire fastened and fed on 
India, virtually controlling its industrial economy. Lanca¬ 
shire bought raw cotton from India or elsewhere, processed 
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if, and sold it to the li'cmcndous Indian market in the form of 
clie.ijj levliles. Diumo ilus c.uly period Iree trade was loiccd 
on India. Sime the War l.ancishiie’s liold on India has 
.slipped sonicivhat. First, the liritish ivere alaimed at India’s 
lack ol sell-sniliciency, and lever.scd tlieir lirst policy by ini- 
po.sing heavy tarids in India on imported manufactured goods. 
So Indian mills sjaang up and because the labour market was 
inexhaustible and wages incredibly ehea]), Indian cotton was 
.soon underselling Lancasliiro cotton. Second, the Japanese 
began to exploit India with textiles even cheaper than Indian 
textiles themselves. 

To India belongs the doubtful honour of having the worst 
slums in the world. The bnstees (hosels) of the jute workers 
near Calcutta arc worse than anything in I’oland, worse than 
Naples or Glasgow or even Shanghai. Workmen gel ting three 
or four ruiiees (.say 5s.) a week live in cells willi no light, no 
water, no sanitation; the eiuraiiee to the hovels is a tunnel 
streaming with sewage; nine to ten people may live in rooms 
eight feet by six. Disease, scpialor, clegradation of the human 
being to the level of animals arc rampant as men live in stink¬ 
ing filth. 

The environs of Caleutta are the worst, but one should not 
think that Cawrifiore or Bombay are much licfler. In Cawn- 
pore (in the U.P.) tlie textile workers may not see their fami¬ 
lies for months on end, because there is no room for a family 
in a cave below street level the rent of which may be two 
rupees per week, or half the ivorkcr’s wage. In Bombay 
medical examiners found that one-third of tlic population, 
i.e., 370,000 people, lived in .siiiglc-room tenements holding 
four to five persons each. There were 15,000 rooms in which 
twenty people or more lived—if ‘live’ is at all an appropriate 
verb. 

Profits are high in many of these mills, but wages are the 
lowest in the world, next to Chinese. For a long- period after 
the War a fifty per cent dividend was common in the jute 
mills, owned mostly by English capital; recently it was re¬ 
vealed that textile mills in Sholapur, Indian-owned, had for 
a period paid one hundred per cent in dividends. But a coal 
miner, employed in dangerous work, gets ten cents per day; 
a textile worker is lucky to have five rupees (8s.) per week; in- 
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clustrial wages generally average no more than £i to £1 5s. per 
month. In theory the nine-hour day is in force—but only in 
theory. Labour of children is su]3po.sed to be prohibited 
under the age of twelve, but some industries continue to 
employ cliildren for ten or ttvelve hours a day from the ages 
of live or six. I’he children get from ten cents to seventy-five 
cents per month —and this pitiful sum may go to help pay 
their lathers’ debts. 

An c.specially hideous feature of the industrial system is the 
role played by the jofibcr. This exceeds in primitive vicious¬ 
ness even the indenture system in China—or a racket in New 
York. As a rule in India there is no direct contact between 
employer and employee; all labour relations are in the hands 
of a jobber wlio hires, fires, and has practically rights of life 
and death over the workmen. 

Suppose you want a job. You go to the jobber, who de- 
mancls his fee for giving you one. This in Cawnpore is 
usually twenty rupees (£1 10s.). You have not got twenty 
rupees. But this tribute, this extortion, is necessary before 
you can work. So you borrow the twenty rupees—from the 
jobber, who is also the money-lender. You then get credit 
for food at the company’s store—from the jobber who is also 
the stoi'ckeeper. The normal rate of interest on your debt 
is two annas (a{rd.) lift rupee (is. Gd.) per month, which works 
out to 150 per cent a year. Of course the jobber does not want 
you ever to repay tlic debt. He gels rich on the interest, A 
case is on record in which a man with a debt of 110 rupees 
had paid 570 rupees in interest on it—when at last the police 
presumably stcpiicd in. But of course the police may also be 
corrupt—-ill the pay of our friend, the self-same jobber. 

The jobber, if he needs some quick cash, may simply dis¬ 
charge the whole establishment of a factory. (Be it remem¬ 
bered, there arc 25,000,000 industrial workers in India'—twice 
as many as in the United States!—but 20,000,000 of them are 
in factories employing fewer than twenty men each.) Then 
he extorts his original contribution from the new staff he 
hires. 

It should be noted that abuses of this dreadful kind take 
place in Indian-owned factories as well as those British-owned. 
Indian experts in the field are inclined to think that on the 
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whole the Ih itisli hictoi’ics nrc more huinnnely run than the 
Indian. Some Indian indiisliic.s, like d’ata, ha\’r model 
plants. Rut certainly the Rritisli riij. which is to both British 
and Indian laelories a.s an elephant to mice, even though it 
doe.s not conttol them directly, beats its shate of responsibility 
for the .system which pcimit.s such outrages. 

Recently a Workman’s Compensation Act was inaugurated, 
but in many parts of India it .seems to be a dead letter. 'Trade 
unions arc [termitted, but tliey have been split by internal 
fissures and are poor. 'I’hc dues arc usually one day’s wage per 
year. There arc about 300,000 trade-unionists in India—no 
more. Strikes arc legal and frequent. In 1937, no fewer than 
8,983,000 work days were lost in strikes throughout India. 

Indian Miscellany 

India is the country where locks turn the wrong way. where 
hotels have no doors or bells, where soda water bottles are 
sealed by a glass ball, and where the price of elcjihants has 
fallen fifty per cent. 

It is the country where railway trains run on tliree gauges, 
where a politician may have the name Rao in his name in 
three places, where American cigarettes are cheaper than they 
are in the United States, and where a double win,sky and soda is 
called a hurra-peg. 

It is the country where rupees are known as chips, where 
315,000,000 people are illiterate, where a man’s profession 
may be Sucker of Bad Blood or Urasshopper Salesman, and 
where the British .sahib obeys the ritual of shooting his first 
panther before he tackles tigers. 

It is the country where most patients in mental hospitals 
are Eurasians, wlicre every coconut palm tree is numbered, 
where the streets of the gTeat cities seem strangely empty, and 
where the remarkable religion known as Hinduism nourishes 
—something which we must now itrspect. 



CHAPTER XXIV 


A WORD ABOUT RELIGION 


‘Religions are dilTcrcnt roads conveiging to the same goal.’ 

—Mr. Gandhi. 

T he continent of Asia, as everyone know.s, is the birthplace 
of all the great world religions: Judaism, Christianity, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, Zoroasterism, Hinduism, Moham¬ 
medanism. Two of these. Buddhism and Hinduism,' began 
in India. A common hut very erroneous assumption is that 
these two are similar, and that Buddhism flourishes in India 
still. But they are as dillcrent as sunshine from twilight, and 
Buddhism disappeared centuries ago from the Indian penin¬ 
sula. An exile from its home, it proceeded then to conquer 
China. 

Buddhism was founded by one man, one of the greatest who 
ever lived; Hinduism was a proliferation from many sources. 
Buddhism, before it became corrupt, had no sacrifices, mira¬ 
cles, or temples; Hinduism lives in a welter of all three. 
Buddhism acknow^lcdgcs no god as a supreme being; Hin¬ 
duism has a whole caravan of gods, and worships monkeys, 
cattle, the phallus, and a great deal else. Buddhism is a mode 
of conduct, an experiment in rationalism—^therefore it 
appealed ,so greatly to the Chinese; Hinduism is mythology. 

A word or two about Gautama Buddha. Fie was an Aryan 
prince, born in Nepal some time between 600 and 500 b.c., 
a wealthy and cultivated young man, vastly intelligent, who 
lived until about thirty in a conventionally luxurious manner. 
Then suddenly he gave up his family and home, his title and 
wealth, and went into the wilderness to inspect his soul. He 
became aware of poverty and disea,se; he set about seeing what 
service he might peiiorra for miserable mankind, if his own 
soul could be made pure. First he underwent a period of 

* Sometimes called ‘Brahmanism’. 
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extreme asceticism, tlicii gave it up; he decided that some 
golden mean—if he could leach it —was heller than cither 
indulgence or ascetic istn. [Iiider Lite Bo Itee ([ilantings of 
which still exist in Ceylon) he found culighlenmeul, and 
ill the deer park at Benares his followers listened to him rather 
as the Athenians listened to Socrates. 

Buddha',s basic teaching is the concept of Nirvana, which 
means roughly the peace of mind and soul tliat comes to man 
after he has overcome tliree cravings, those for richc-s, sensual 
enjoyment and immortality, fn its original foim Buddhism 
dillcrs (roni other world religions in denying life alter death, 
l.aier, however, it became corrupted with Hinduism, and 
Buddhists to-day lielievc in Karma (reincarnation) as Hindus 
do. Buddha taught tliat the way to Nirvana was the eightfold 
‘Aryan Path’; the,sc prceepts, guides to good living, are correct¬ 
ness in spcccdi, aspirations, elfort, opinions, and so on. When 
he died peacefully at eighty, he was known as the greatest 
teaehcT of his lime, Tlie word Buddha means simjtly ‘F,u- 
lighlencd', 

Hindulsni is an infinitely diffieull concept to identify or 
de.seribd. It is more than metrely a creed, heeaiise it embraces 
.social categories (caste). It began a]i])arciuly in the days of 
the first Aryan invaders as a kind of nature worship: it cleve- 
loped into what is certainly the most comidiealcd ihc'ology 
known to mankind. It holds that one supreme lieing, Brahma, 
exists in several forms or manifestations, and is the universal 
.spirit which pervades everything. It helievtts also in Karma, 
the transmigration of souls, and the dortrlne (hat your next 
life is dependent on your behaviour in the present. 

'There is (in Hinduism) a bewildering maze of sects which 
overlap each other in the most extraordinary manner,’ says 
the 1911 Census Report. ‘Hinduism shelters within it-s 
portals monotheists, polytheists and pantheists: worshippers 
of the great gods, Siva and Vishnu, or of their female counter¬ 
parts, as well as wotsliippers of the divine mothers of the spirits 
of trees, rocks, and streams, and of the tutelary village deities; 
persons who propitiate the deity in all manner of bloody .sacri¬ 
fice, and persons who not only will not kill any living creature 
but who must not even u.se the word "cut”; those who.se ritual 
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consists mainly of prayers and hymns, and those who indulge 
in unspeakable orgies in the name of religion.’ 

A host of gods exist. They arc as numerous and as com- 
plicatedly interrelated as the denizens of Mount Olympus in 
Greek mythology. Brahma, the Creator, lives in thtee con¬ 
current lorm.s: as himself, as Vishnu I he Prcsciver, and as Siva 
the Destroyer. The wife of Brahma, known as Sarasvati, is 
the goddess of music and the arts. As Vishnu, Brahma has a 
diheient wife—I.akshn)i—and has been reborn nine times; 
in one avatar he was a fish, and in another a wild boar; in an¬ 
other he was Rama, the hero of the Ramayana, one of the great 
Hindu epics, and in another Krishna, who is a sort of Hindu 
Hercules, tlic hero of the Mahabharala. Ortlioclox Hindus 
also consider Buddha to have been an earthly incarnation of 
this very important god Vishnu. 

Siva the Destroyer is almost as popular as Vi.slinti—although 
he has some unpleasant characteristics—because be is asso¬ 
ciated with fertility and reproduction. His wife, a highly diffi¬ 
cult lady named Kali, demands sacrifices of goats. 01 their 
sons, Ganesh, who has an elephant’s head, is the god of learn¬ 
ing, and Kartikkeya is the god of war. There are dozens upon 
dozens of Ollier gods—one, Hauuraan, exists in the form of a 
monkey, for which reason most Hindns think monkeys sacred. 

Hindus, by and large—T know of course that there are almost 
as many exceptions as rule.s—do not eat meat, irse no intoxi¬ 
cating lic|uors, kill no animals, and adhere to the; laws of caste. 
'They revere the cow, and burn their bodies after death. They 
like to die on the shore of the Ganges at Benares—that_blot ’‘1 
on the face of I ndia-—because then their souls proceed at once 
•tb"lieaven, without the uncertainties and inconvenience of 
other avatars. 

The doctrine of Karma has considerable political conse¬ 
quence. Obviously it embodies an extreme form of fatalism, 
which impedes ambition. Obviously too, if a man thinks that 
his pre.scnt life is merely an interlude between other lives 
which may be vastly more important, the spur to such a mun¬ 
dane comideration as nationalism is lacking. Then too it 
gives us a due to such phenomena a.s Mr. Gandhi’s doctrine 
of non-violence, .since it destroys man’s inclination to resist. 
Gandhi is inflexibly a Hindu. 
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And noAV let us come to grips with the problem of the cow. 

The Cult of Cows 

Cow worship is an essential fact of Hinduism. Let me quote 
the Mahatma. ‘Cow-protcction is to me one of the most won¬ 
derful phenomena in human evolution. It takes the human 
being beyond his species. The cow to me means the entire 
sub-human world. Man through the cow is enjoined to realise 
his identity witli all that lives. . . . She is the mother to 
millions of Indian mankind. The cow is a poem of pity. 
Protection of the cow means protection of the whole dumb 
creation of God.’ 

This extraordinary veneration of the cow goes back to the 
remotest Indian times. The cow' gave the early Aryans every¬ 
thing that kept them alive—food, fuel, shelter, and work in 
the fields. Used as a draught animal it made agriculture pos¬ 
sible. It .still does. 

It performs other functions too. When a Brahman must 
purify himself, remove corruptness from his body and soul, 
he swallows a pellet made of the five excretoiy products of 
the cow: milk, butter, curds, urine, dung. 

The economic consequences of cow worship are enormous. 
For one thing, no one may kill a cow, and yet many cattle are 
wretchedly cared for; thousands of half-starved beasts roam 
the country, pitiable creatures mostly skin and bone; they 
devour crops, and they cannot be turned into useful by-pro¬ 
ducts, leather, bone dust, fertiliser. It is all but impossible 
to raise the standard of breeds, .since castration of bulls is 
severely frowned upon. As a rule dung is not used for fertiliser, 
but is instead burned for fuel, so that the land is incredibly 
impoverished. One might assume that India, where cows 
are sacred, should at least have a plenitude of good milk, but 
the contrary is true; the condition of the cattle is so miserable, 
the period of lactation so abused and the quality of milk so 
poor, that less milk is consumed in India than any comparable 
country. There are, it is e.stimated, something over 300,000,000 
cattle in India, which is almost a third of the world’s total cattle 
population; of these 300,000,000 at least sixty per cent are con¬ 
sidered a liability economically rather than an asset. But they 
cannot be killed off, they cannot be utilised. Man is victim 
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oi ihe holy cow. The cow lives on the man, instead ol vice 
versa. 

Among orthodox Hindus even dead cows—cows that have 
died a natuial death—may not be used for fertiliser or in any 
other fashion. Shades of the packing industry of Chicago! Of 
course no caste Hindu will toucli leather, alive or dead; leather 
work is the most menial in India, on the same level as 
scavenging or lavatory sweeping; only Untouchables work in 
tanneries. 

To kill a cow in Hindu India is a highly serious offence. In 
some native states, death was the penalty for deliberate cow¬ 
killing until recently; even now seven years in jail—literally 
—is the punishment in the native state Kashmir, even if the 
cow is killed accidentally. O’Malley’ records the practice of 
one sect; if a man should happen by accident to kill a cow, he 
must beg for his food for a long period thereafter, and may not 
speak but must moo. Beef is unprocurable in some of the 
princely states, even by Englishmen. I have met British offi¬ 
cials, crazed for red meat, who cook ducks disguised as fillet 
mignon. 

The cow is by no means the only animal whose veneration 
produces serious economic drain. The peacock is holy in 
Rajputana and other parts of Hindu India, and peacocks every 
year destroy thousands upon thou.sands of tons of grain. The 
pigeon may not he killed, and useless pigeons are thick as flies. 
The monkey, sacred also, eats anything, and eats a considerable 
amount. The rat is holy to some sects; not only doe.s it carry 
disease, it consumes grain. The pig is not holy, but Hindus 
may not kill any beast, and pigs eat their way through India, 
instead of Hindus eating their way through pig. 

Caste of Characters 

Caste is as old as India. It is the inner citadel of Hinduism. 
It is the institution which makes India unique, the device 
breaking up Indians into fixed categories that has no approxi¬ 
mation elservhere in the world. ‘Every Elindu,’ says a recent 
census report, ‘is born into a caste and his caste determines his 
religious, social, economic, and domestic life from the cradle 

^ Indian Caste Customs by L. S. S. O’Malley is a brilliant guide to these 
matters. I have drawn on it considerably. 
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to the grave.’ No man may ever leave his caste, except to be 
expelled. It is impossible to progress from caste to caste. 

Caste came with the early Aryan invaders. I have already 
noted that the Aryans invented it, according to one theory, 
as an instrument, a function, of tlieir own supremacy. But 
the classili cations grew up slowly; even in the time of Buddha, 
at least a thousand years after the first invasions, they were not 
final. Then they became final. The caste structure became 
fixed, and has not altered since. Frequently a newcomer to 
India asks when the last Brahman, as it were, ‘got in’. The 
answer is that, with rare exceptions, his ancestors ‘got in’ 
twenty centuries ago. 

There are four castes, named in the ancient law of Manti: 
first the Brahmans or priests and scholars, second the Ksha- 
triyas or wandors, third the Vaisyas or merchants, artisans and 
traders, fourth the Sudras, servants or serfs. Members of the 
third caste are still, by and large, the shopkeepers of all India, 
though the others have come to admit other occupations. The 
first three castes are considered to be ‘twice-born’, that is they 
have both physical and spiritual lives; as symbols of this head- 
start* towards Karma, they wear a sacred thread. The fourth 
caste, the Sudras, do not have this advantage. Below the 
fourth caste—outside of caste—are the Untouchables. Pos¬ 
sibly the Untouchables were originally the Dravidians whom 
the Aryans wanted to subdue. 

The great, the overwhelming characteristic of the caste sys¬ 
tem is that marriage between castes is forbidden. This rule 
is of course what enables caste to survive unshaken. Nowadays 
the rule has been somewhat relaxed, but marriages between 
a Brahman, say, and a Sudra, are extremely rare. Marriage 
between a Brahman and an Untouchable would be unthink¬ 
able; if one should even joke about such an outrage, highly 
westernised Hindus, as I know from my experience, are horri¬ 
fied. The analogy in America would be marriage between a 
member of the House of Morgan or the faculty of Harvard 
University and a negro share-cropper who lived by cleaning 
toilets. 

The legend is that the Brahmans rose from the mouth of 
Brahma, the creator; the Kshatriyas from his shoulders; the 
Vaisyas from his thighs, the Sudras from his feet. When a 
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Brahmaiij even to-day, meets a Kshatriya, he is supposed to 
say, ‘May prosperity attend you,’ to a Sudra, ‘May you live 
long'.' To an Untouchable, ol course, he will not speak. (Not 
that one Brahman out o£ fifty really obeys his ritual, except 
perhaps in avoiding Untouchables.) 

Another impoitant point is that there are multiform sub- 
divisions —sub-castes—in each caste. The cleavages are be¬ 
wildering, and follow several stratilications; all told, some two 
thousand different sub-castes exist in Hindu India. Locality, 
for instance, determines whether a man is a Rajput or Kash¬ 
miri Btahman. Occupation creates vast numbers of sub¬ 
castes; the Marwaris, for instance, devote themselves to 
financial speculation. Religious differences divide the Brah¬ 
mans; followers of Vishnu, for instance (who wear a trident 
on their foreheads), differ widely from the Krishna worshippers 
(who carry a stamp of yellow over the brows) and devotees of 
Siva who smear their foreheads horizontally with ash. An¬ 
other cleavage is social custom. The Nairs in South India, for 
instance, have a matriarchal society; inheritance is through 
the mother. 

Expulsion from caste is, in theory, a terrific excommunica¬ 
tion. It abolishes the Hindu’s right to talk, live, and cat with 
his friends, and his family and children likewise suffer. Ex¬ 
pulsion from a sub-caste is, however, a minor matter; Mr. 
Gandhi, for instance, was expelled from his group in Gujerat 
in early manhood and is still excommunicated, but it cer¬ 
tainly has made little difference in his life.' 

Nowadays the Brahmans are by no means exclusively 
scholars, professors, priests. The abominable complexities 
of caste know no end. For instance. Brahmans are by and large 
the cooks of India. This is because, whether or not they can 
cook, their superior touch does not defile food and water, and 
thus non-Brahman families employ them. The Brahmans in 
their more intellectual professions are extraordinarily domin¬ 
ant in India considering their number. There are only about 
9,000,000 or 10,000,000 Brahmans in all, but they control the 
politics of the country. Most leading congressmen, like Nehru 

' In Januaiy 1938, when a meeting of the Brahman conference in 
Benares decided to sanction intermarriage among Brahmans of different 
categories, the news got big headlines in the Indian press. 
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and Rajagopalacharia, are Brahmans. In other words, a 
Brahman can, without sacrificing Brahmanhood, be a national¬ 
ist, a revolutionary, or a socialist. The leader of the com¬ 
munist party in Bombay is a Brahman. Naturally Brahmans 
of a modern intellectual type do not swallow the pernicious 
nonsense and hocus pocus associated with their creed. Mr. 
Nehru weais no ash-marks on his forehead. 

Caste, most observers believe, is beginning to break down. 
I asked dozens of people, some of whom were somewhat 
appalled at the question, to which caste they belonged; if 
they were not Brahmans, most of them answered simply ‘Non- 
Brahman’; they made no distinction among the other castes. 
The groivth of train travel has damaged caste fixity and caste 
observance—because a Brahman cannot easily avoid an Un¬ 
touchable if he is locked in the same compartment with him 
—as has the progress of modern education and influx of 
western influence. Most modern Indians deplore and dislike 
caste heartily. 

Caste is, of course, profoundly, devastatingly, undemocratic. 
Moslems especially (who have no caste) say that the basis of 
the Hindu .system is discrimination, and that as long as Hin¬ 
duism retains ca.s(e a modenr political development besi owing 
equal rights to all sections of a community will be impossible 
to India. Obviously, loo, caste impedes Indian nationalism. 
Like the Chinese belief in ancestor worship, it divides man’s 
loyalties, it inhibits freedom of choice, it promotes rigid sec¬ 
tional attributes. The evil genius of India is the Hindu caste 
system. 

The Untouchables 

Untouchability may be defined easily; it is jimerowism on 
a fantastic scale. Imagine a Jew in Germany ten times worse 
off than he is; that will approach the position in India of the 
Untouchable.s, wlio are even more literally pariahs. Gandhi 
calls them Harijans, literally Children of God; the British call 
them ‘the depressed classes’ or ‘the scheduled castes’. All told 
there are 51,000,000 Untouchables in India, out of a total 
Hindu population of 558,000,000. 

Let us say something on the Brahman side. A Brahman, 
defending the social cleavage which disiinguishe.s Untouch- 
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ability, says rightly that a Pai'k Lane aristocrat in London 
would not normally dine with his janitor, with a street cleaner, 
or with a lavatory sweeper. On the other hand, in England 
janitors, street sweepers, lavatory cleaners, are not outcasts,! 
and the British lord does not feel polluted if he sees them onf 
the street. To which the Brahman might reply that the Eng^l 
lishman would change his mind, if England were India where 
in the great mass of the villages sanitation is unknown, and 
ivhere Untouchables seldom get a chance to wash properly. 

Untouchability hinges in essence on the Hindu doctrine 
of pollution. A Hindu is defiled, and must go through a com¬ 
plicated ritual of ablutions, if any person whom he considers 
‘unclean’ touches him or his food or water; this derives from 
fear that such uncleanliness impedes his possibility of success¬ 
ful reincarnation. Foreigners as well as Untouchables may 
pollute orthodox Hindus. 

Untouchables, as if to copy caste, stratify themselves in 
various classifications of Untouchability. Laundrymen are 
usually Untouchables; leather workers and shoemakers; oddly 
enough barbers; workmen on canals; undertakers; peons or 
servants of a low class; the police often; scavengers and 
sweepers. Untouchables, being outside caste, carry no caste 
marks. 

The plight of most Untouchables is appalling; not only are 
they the poorest of India's poor, but they suffer consequent 
social indignities. The child of an Untouchable in some parts 
of India may not enter a schoolroom; Untouchables may not 
use water from the ordinary village well or otherwise in any 
way mingle with the community; they may not ordinarily 
enter temples. In South India an Untouchable may pollute 
a caste Hindu even from a distance; the unfortunate creature, 
as he walks along the road, must retreat into the fields when 
a Brahman passes. In Tamiland a variety of Untouchable 
defiles actually on sight, no matter from what distance, so 
that he can go out only at night. 

Mr, Ganclhi, that complicated man, believes firmly in the 
caste system, but Untouchability he thinks is a degradation, a 
disgrace. ‘I would far rather that Hinduism died than that 
Untouchability lived,’ he said once; he calls it a ‘rotten ex¬ 
crescence’ on Hinduism. He denies that Untouchables are 
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less clean than other Hindus; early in his attempts to uplift 
them he is delighted to find that their houses—‘the entrances 
well swept, the floors beautifully [sic] smeared with cowdung, 
the few pots and pans clean and shining’—and latrines are 
cleaner and better kept than those of the rich of the town. 

In 1933, the Mahatma began his greatest fast—the fast that 
was to have been unto death—for the Untouchables. This 
followed a decision by the British, supported by the orthodox 
Hindus, to make the Untouchables an entirely separate com¬ 
munity, to cut them off from Hinduism in the new electorate. 
One might think that such divorce would have advanced their 
position. Not Mr. Gandhi. ‘I have to resist your decision 
wdth my life,’ he wrote to Sir Samuel Hoare, on the ground that 
the Hindu community must not be split up, and that the lot 
of the Untouchables must be ameliorated ivithin Hinduism. 
His point of view, in a word, is to make the Untouchables 
touchable, i.e., to create a new fifth caste. 

Terrified that the Mahatma might die, with the whole world 
breathlessly watching the progress of the fast, the British and 
the orthodox Hindus patched up a compromise; Mr, Gandhi 
accepted it. He broke the fast in solemn company with a few 
friends. Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, and a leper. 

Family System 

Let us continue to burrow among these Indian complexities 
—hoping that they will turn out to be less complex than they 
seem—with the family. A word of warning. What is true for 
the north may not be true of the south, what is true of Hindus 
may not be true of Moslems. A description of affairs in Bengal 
may be totally erroneous if applied to Travancore. This 
qualification must be maintained throughout these chapters. 
Let us say it once again: India is a sub-continent. 

As in China, the unit of Indian life is the family, not the 
individual. But Indians, unlike Chinese, have two families. 
Their own—and their caste. In regard to family life proper, 
Hindus as a whole are distinguished from most other peoples 
by three phenomena. 

The first is child marriage. We have had a glimpse of this 
in connection with Mr. Gandhi, and anyone who has read 
Katherine Mayo’s heartbreaking Mother India knows its 
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colossal cost in blood, suffering, and degradation. Little girls 
arc betrothed sometimes before they can talk; they are married 
at puberty or before, and not all husbands wait even till 
puberty to begin sexual relations. Men of fifty may marry 
girls of ten. Shattered by excessive child-bearing, deprived 
of the possibility of education, often treated worse than cattle, 
the girl children of India have a good cause for grievance 
against the laws, the customs, inflicted on them by the myth¬ 
ology of their country. 

The origin of child marriage is probably associated with 
sacrifices attending the propitiation of crops. The instinct to 
fertilisation, of women or of land, is very strong. Hindus make 
a considerable fetish of virginity; to marry a girl before the 
age of puberty, when she is almost certain to be a virgin, is a 
sort of insurance of the husband’s rights. There is a proverb 
in Punjabi: 'No Hindu father sleeps well if he has a daughter 
in puberty,’ i.e., he fears that the virginity and heirce marriage¬ 
ability of his daughter is in danger. Also most Hindu fami¬ 
lies are eager to marry off their girl children for economic 
reasons. 

Second, remarriage of widows is forbidden by orthodox 
Hindu custom, and is still very rare. This condemns to a 
virtual serfdom thousands upon thousands of young women, 
who are made to do the most menial work by the rest of the 
family, who are cast out by their friends as unclean, who must 
wear black for the rest of their lives. The fate of the widow is 
appalling; but not so appalling as it once was. Until the 
British came, orthodox Hindu widows were obliged to in¬ 
cinerate themselves on the funeral pyres of their husbands— 
the ceremony known as suttee. The origin of suttee, and, 
derivatively, of the perpetual widowhood of women, is the 
feeling among old-fashioned Hindus that the woman has no 
authentic life of her own, and must in effect cease to exist 
when her husband is removed. 

The first thing everyone notices on arrival in India is the red 
spot worn by most women in the centre of the forehead. This 
is not a caste mark; it means simply that the bearer is not a 
widow. 

Third, purdah. This exists in other countries, for instance 
Egypt and Iraq, but not quite so formidably as in India. 
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Purdah, literally ‘curtain’, means that the woman must con¬ 
ceal her face from all but members of her own family circle, 
or must even live perpetually inside her home. Purdah came 
to India with the Moslem invaders; tlie Hindus were quick to 
copy it, largely it is said to preserve their women from rape. 
It has caused untold suffering among the poor and backwai’d; 
medical reports are testimony to the growth of such diseases 
as tuberculosis among women who, after marriage, literally 
never again breathe fresh air. But purdah is dying out among 
the educated.' All over India one may meet officials who 
proudly ask you home to dinner, introduce you to their un¬ 
veiled wives, and announce that they came out of purdah last 
year, or the year before. 

Marriage is a tremendous sacrament in India. Preparation 
begins for it before the child is born; cases are reported in 
which unborn children have been ‘betrothed’. It has been 
reported that in one backward caste, girls who, because of 
some deformity, may not get a husband, are ‘married’ as 
puberty approaches to a sword, an arrow, or a tree; in another, 
if an unmarried girl who has reached puberty should chance 
to die, a man of the village goes through a ceremony of marriage 
with the dead body. 

The worst thing that can happen to an orthodox Hindu 
male is not to have a son. The very word ‘son’, in Punjabi, 
mean ‘deliverance from hell’. Thus the extreme accent on 
marriag'e. The son is so important because only he, officiating 
at his father’s funeral pyre, can save the soul from contamina¬ 
tion. The doctrine of Hindu reincarnation depends on des¬ 
cendants on earth, in order to make avatars in heaven possible. 
The line between death and life must not stop. 

Another aspect of the family system is that when an Indian 
gets a good job, hundreds of retainers and obscure and dis¬ 
tant members of his family may fasten on him for a living. 
The poverty of India—caused in part by British exploitation 
—is overwhelming. The legend is that the first Indian to 
become a peer. Lord Sinha, had to retire from public service— 
he was a governor—because the pressure of his clansmen to 
support them became too much to bear. 

But some social climbers in the middle class take it up, because to have 
purdah means an extra room in the house, which is a sign of wealth. 
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Moslem India 

We cannot in this chapter discuss in detail the career and 
philosophy o£ Mohammed or the theology ol Islam. We can 
touch upon Mohammedanism only as it exists in India and 
affects the Indian problem. More Moslems live in India than 
in any other country in the world; they form a vast pool in 
the vaster pool of Hinduism. There are about yy,000,000 
Moslems in India, as against approximately 538,000,000 
Hindus; the ratio of Moslems to Hindus is thus roughly one 
to three. They make what is beyond doubt the most difficult 
minority problem in the world. 

Everything in this chapter to this point refers only to 
Flindus. The Moslems are a distinctly dissimilar people, 
Moslems believe in one god, Allah, and in the unity of God; 
they believe in one prophet, Mohammed, in contrast to the 
pluralism of the Hindus. They do not worship idols; they 
do not believe in caste; they tend to individualism rather than 
excessive devotion to a family system, even though a Moslem 
may have four wives. Hinduism is a passive faith; Moham¬ 
medanism is distinguished from other great creeds by its 
proselytising activism. The Mohammedan, by and large, has 
a more concrete attitude than the Hindu both to the reality 
of earthly existence and the joys of the hereafter. Their creeds 
differ drastically in minor details. Hindus play music at 
festivals; Moslems don’t. And the Moslems have an important 
feast called Baqr Id in which the cow—the selfsame wretched 
beast that the Hindus worship—is killed by sacrifice. The 
Mohammedans were invaders of India, but they never 
assimilated Hindus as the Hindus, previous invaders, assimi¬ 
lated the earlier Dravidian culture. Nor have the Hindus had 
much success in assimilating Moslems. 

It is difficult, however, for a newcomer to tell a Hindu from 
a Moslem on sight if co.stume is not considered. Both may 
smoke tobacco; neither may drink alcohol. As to costume, 
Moslems tend to wear loose-fitting garments and turbans; 
plenty of Hindus, however, wear turbans too. One clue is 
that Moslems, most of whom have beard and moustache, 
clip the hair away from the lips so that it cannot touch 
food. 
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Hindu theology is staggeringly medieval, but one should 
tot assume that the Unitarian Moslems are much more 
nodern. The Moslems are just as parochial, just as tenacious 
)£ their laith, as the Hindus; they are fiercely jealous of their 
trestige as inheritors of Mogul glamour, and at the same Lime 
hey suffer acute pangs of inferiority because they arc numeri¬ 
cally a minority. Most communal trouble in India derives 
Tom Moslems, not from Hindus. 

The Moslems are by a considerable degree the poorer com- 
nunity. Their share of the wealth of India by no means 
ollows the one to three ratio. They have much less. One 
curious point is that the Koran forbids Moslems to charge in- 
erest; therefore the orthodox are automatically excluded 
Tom being bankers or big creditors. It is difficult for a 
Moslem to be a banya (shopkeeper), the most profitable trade 
n India, since most b any as make more on loans and interest 
.Iran on sale of goods. 

Sources of dissension between Hindu and Moslem are multi- 
orm. Superstition, politics, cash and credit, turn the two 
communities against each other. Almost everywhere in India 
•hey live side by side, and it is almost impossible to avoid 
.ension during such festivals as Baqr Id, for example. It is 
lifficult, however, for a foreigner quite to appreciate the 
'anatic intensity of Hindu-Moslcm bitterness. I heard it said 
.hat ‘several million’ in each community would rather die of 
.hirst than take water from the other. Small wonder that 
icarcely a week passes without some communal riot, some dis- 
curbance of the peace. 

The Moslems, being the minority, consider themselves the 
injured party. Their list of grievances is long. But when one 
malyses them in detail, they become hard to grasp. The Mos¬ 
lems complain generally of political discrimination; they say 
chat their religious and cultural homogeneity is ‘endangered’. 
But there is very little that the British or the Hindus can do 
to ameliorate this general grievance, since the Moslems are 
that most unfortunate of all things, a permanent and unas- 
similable minority. 

The Moslems assert that the Hindus get the best jobs in 
India. But as a rule the Moslem fails to get the job, not be¬ 
cause he is a Moslem, but because he is apt to be inferior to 
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the Hindu in brains.' The Moslems complain that their form 
of the native language, Urdu, is being supplanted by Hindi. 
But surely, if they are so conlident of the culture, their lan¬ 
guage should be able to defend itself. The Moslems say that 
they are politically generous to non-Moslems in the provinces 
tliat they control, and that the Hindus are not. But in Bengal 
for instance they not only have fifty-four per cent of the people; 
they arc assured by a special law of a permanent majority in 
the chamber. 

The Hindu attitude varies widely. Some die-hard com- 
munalists among the Hindus are deplorably, shamefully 
backward; most of the more modern leaders want co-operation. 
‘Hindu-Moslem unity is not less important than the spinning 
wheel; it is the breath of our life,’ says Mr. Gandhi. Pandit 
Nehru thinks that the Hindus, as the majority race, must take 
the lead in generosity, but he resents it that communal Mos¬ 
lems like Mr. Jinnah have split the nationalist movement by 
their tactics, Most Hindu congressmen, I think, have a sub¬ 
conscious grudge against Moslems because they say that the 
Moslems did not keep up their end in civil disobedience; the 
Hindus went to jail, but many Moslems sat outside and 
watched. 

The attitude of the British towards communal tension is 
complex. As humanitarians and men of the West they deplore 
it and perhaps do what they can to ameliorate it. But as 
imperialists they find it a useful convenience in that it fur¬ 
nishes a very strong pretext for remaining in India. The 
British raj claims that only the British can keep order in the 
peninsida, because they have no religious axe lo grind; they 
must maintain peace between the rival factions, and adjudi¬ 
cate between them. Thus the Hindu-Moslem quarrel has 
great derivative importance aside from its intrinsic quality. 
The British in effect use Mohammed and Sri Krishna as 
pillars of the empire. They use comraunalism as a justifica¬ 
tion for conquest. 

In 1932 came the remarkable document known as the 
Communal Award. Hindus and Moslems failed at the Round 
Table conference to reach agreement, and in order to make 

^ For instance in Bengal ninety-two per cent of those widi university 
education are Hindus, though Moslems are a majority of the population. 
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the coiisLiLiiiion even teulativcly workable, a scheme liad to 
be devised whereby seats in the provincial legislatures were 
blocked oft for the various communities. Moslem voters, for 
instance, vote only lor Moslem candidates, and it is detei- 
mined in advance how many Moslem members theie shall be. 
In Madras twenty-eight out of S15 seats are thus reserved for 
the Moslem community, in the Punjab eighty-four out of 175, 
and so on. Later this scheme will be extended to the federal 
legislature, in which Moslems are assured eighty-two seats out 
ol 350—a proportion rather greater than strict numerical jus¬ 
tice would provide. The British Government will withdraw 
the Communal Award at any time that Hindus and Moslems 
can get together and devise a satisfactory plan for a normal 
or joint electorate. 

On the whole Moslems arc less nationalist than Hindus. 
They may freely join the Congress, and many do, but the 
avowed aim of the Moslem League is merely Dominion Status, 
whereas Congress wants complete independence. This, too, 
nationalist Hindus resent. On the other hand, Moslems are 
even more bitter than Hindus in opposing federation, because 
a federal India will tend to increase Hindu strength. 

The Moslem community is a good deal more homogeneous 
than the Hindu community, since Moslems do not have caste. 
There is, however, a main cleavage on religious grounds in 
the Moslem world, that between Sunnis and Shias. The 
Sunnis are, one might put it roughly, orthodox historically; 
the Shias, numbering twenty-eight per cent of the Moslem 
population, are the dissenters, though in I’eligious practice 
they ai'e on the fundamentalist side. The Shias do not con¬ 
cede that Abu Baqr, Omar, and Othman were true caliphs in 
succession to Mohammed; they are followers of Ali, Moham¬ 
med's cousin and son-in-law, the fourth caliph. Ali will come 
back to earth, they believe, and lead the faithful to new gloiy 
and conquest. Shias are in general more limited in outlook 
than Sunnis. 

Among Moslem sub-sects the most interesting are perhaps 
the Bhoras and the Khojas. Both originated within the last 
hundred years, comprising groups who were converted to 
Islam from Hinduism, and both retain some Hindu char¬ 
acteristics. The Khojas are sub-divided further; one group, 
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the Ismailis, believes that the present Aga Khan is the thir¬ 
teenth Imam after AH, and thus is vice-regent of God. The 
other, the Ishnasharias, do not believe in the divinity of this 
gentleman. 

One other branch of Moslems should perhaps be men¬ 
tioned: the Ahrars who are tlie left-wingers in the Punjab and 
who have joined the Congress. They are a curious combina¬ 
tion; fanatic communalists in religious attitude, and at the 
same time political radicals. They have adopted the religious 
approach, their critics .say, the better to reach the uninformed 
masses. The only civil disobedience con.spicuous in India 
to-day is practised by Ahrars at the Shahidgunj Moscpie 
in Lahore, which has been an historic scene in religious 
tension. 

The chief political organ among the Moslems is the All- 
India Moslem League. This dates from 1906, tvhen conserva¬ 
tive Moslems in Bengal determined to found an organisation 
to advance their political aims. In 1916, the so-called Luck¬ 
now Pact united Congress and Moslem League in a home-rule 
programme; Hindus and Moslems continued to work together 
politically under Mr. Gandhi, but began to split after igai. 
The League passed several years between death and life, 
mostly as an instrument of Moslems close to the British, and 
then revived during the Round Table conference, after which 
it adopted Dominion Status as its aim and intensified its 
communal programme. The Moslem League fought the 1937 
elections against Congress,' and Moslems won majorities in 
Bengal and the Punjab. These Moslem governments are not, 
however, nearly as closely tied to the Moslem League as the 
Hindu governments are tied to Congress. 

Jams 

The Jain sect, numbering about 1,200,000 people mostly 
in the south of India, is an offshoot from Hinduism; originally 
like Buddhi.sm it represented a revolt against doctrinaire 
Hindu theology; the Jains reject the Veda scriptures and do 
not accept caste. They do, however, believe in Karma, and 

One may ask how much competition can take place under the Com¬ 
munal Award which reserves scats to each community. But the Congress 
ran Moslem congressmen for the Moslem scats. 
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Jains carry to an extreme point Hindu vegetarianism and 
veneration of animals. Orthodox Jains may not eat before 
sunrise or after sunset, for fear of swallowing an insect in the 
dark; they wear white gauze strips over their mouths during 
the day as a similar precaution. Most Jains carry a small 
brush, with which to dust places when they sit down, so that 
they may not inadvertently squash an ant or other insect. If a 
Jain should chance to kill an animal, even a tiny bug of some 
sort, he would turn into that bug for several hundred genera¬ 
tions. 

Jains are a prosperous community, despite these strange 
strictures; they are traders, jewel merchants, and the like. 

The Stahuart Sikhs 

The Sikhs, who come exclusively from the Punjab area, are 
neither Hindus nor Moslems; they comprise an autonomous 
religious community numbering 4,500,000, who are also a sort 
of military caste. Sikhs are closer to Hindus than to Moslems 
—they hate the Moslems fiercely—but they are monotheistic, 
believing in a single God who has been represented on earth 
by ten Sikh gurus or prophets. The Sikhs deny that they have 
caste, but in practice they discriminate against menial workers 
and the like. They may, like Roman Catholics, be converted; 
indeed, no Sikh is born a Sikh, but only becomes one when he 
is initiated into the creed during adolescence. 

The thing that makes any Sikh instantly identifiable, the 
stigma that automatically distinguishes him from all other 
Indians, is long hair. No Sikh cuts his hair from birth to 
death, and the stuff, a weird mixture of beard and backhair, 
is braided together and tucked inside a turban. Sikh boys at 
the age of ten or twelve are a curious sight, because their 
hair is long although they have not yet begun to grow beards. 
The long hair is one of the five ‘R’s'. Orthodox Sikhs must 
wear their hair long {kes), carry an iron bracelet on the right 
wrist (karra), wear short underpants (kachh), use a comb in 
the hair (kanghi), and carry a short knife (kirpan). Sikhs may 
not smoke, but most of them drink like fish. 

Almost all Sikhs use the name 'Singh’ in their names. This 
is the Rajput word for lion. Rajputs are called Singh too, 
but you can tell a Rajput named Singh from a Sikh named 
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Singh because the Rajputs cut their hair. Most Sikhs call 
themselves ‘Sarclar’—chief. 

The Sikhs have a national history quite their own, and 
very martial it is. They were not subdued by the British until 
1849. Now they are the best troops and police in India. One 
group of Sikhs, however, the Akalis, are anti-British. They 
belong to the Congress and take a strong left-wing line. 

Parsis 

This community is utterly distinct from either Hindus or 
Moslems; the Parsis differ from each at least as much as 
Lutherans differ from Jews, or Swedes from Fiji Islanders. 
The Parsis are worshippers of Zoroaster and their sacred books 
are the Persian Zend Avesta; they have one deity. Ahurmazd, 
the giver of life and all that is good, together with his counter¬ 
part, Ahriman, who is the devil; they maintain and worship 
sacred fires which Zoroaster brought from heaven. Parsis are 
neither buried nor burned on death, but are given to the vul¬ 
tures, in order not to pollute the elements. 

This grue.some ‘vulturisation’ aside, the Parsis are prob¬ 
ably the most progressive community in India. They bear 
importance far beyond their numbers—there are only about 
120,000 of them in India, mostly concentrated near Bombay 
—because they ai'e the best business men, the richest indus¬ 
trialists in the land. Parsis run the new Indian air service; 
they operate the best hotels; they control Tata, India’s greatest 
industrial concern. And they add greatly to the sophistication, 
the cosmopolitan quality of Bombay. 



CHAPTER XXV 


JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 

‘Socialism is for me not merely an economic doctrine which I favour; it is 
a vital creed which I hold with all my head and heart.’ 

—Jawaiiarlal Nehru. 

‘Believe me if Jawaharlal is not in gaol to-day, it is not because he is 
afraid of it. He is quite capable of mounting the gallows with a smile on 
his lips. — Mr. Gandhi. 

T he remarkable human being whose name is Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru is, next to Mr. Gandhi, the most 
important Indian in India. This handsome, cultivated, and 
exceptionally lastidious and sensitive Kashittiri Brahman, who 
is stated to be the Mahatma’s successor in the nationalist 
movement, is nor so baffling a creature as Mr. Gandhi, but 
he has complexities enough. The struggle in Nehru is triple. 
He is an Indian who became a westerner; an aristocrat who 
became a socialist; an individualist who became a great mass 
leader. More than this, he is a man with a modern mind, a 
man of reason, a devout—if this is the proper adjective— 
rationalist. And in India!—the continent of caste and holy 
cattle, of religious fanaticism in an extreme degree—India, 
which is a sort of cesspool of rival faiths, but in which faith, 
any faith, is a paramount desideratum. Nehru the agnostic, 
Nehru the modern man, faces the colossal medievalism of 
India. He fights the British, but he fights the entrenched 
ritualism of his own people too. His position—in reverse— 
is roughly that of an American politician, say, who dared to 
come out against radios and two-car garages. Plis struggle is 
that of a twentieth-century mind trying to make a revolution 
of material that goes back beyond the Middle Ages. Think of 
the backdrop of the preceding chapters. This is the curtain 
on which Nehru has to write a modern, a contemporary story. 

Nehru was born in Allahabad on November 14, 1889, the 
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son oL MoLilal Nehiu, one of the greatest lawyers and richest 
men in India. It is difficult to call him ‘Nehru’, because in 
India he is universally known just as ‘Jawaharlal’, Possibly 
this use ol his first name became common in the early days to 
distinguish him horn his lather. Sometimes he is refeired to 
as ‘Panditji’ but as a rule the diminutive ‘ji’ is not used with 
Nehru. Jawaharlal is enough. One thinks of him only as 
Januhailal. ‘Pandit’, incidentally, which means ‘wise man’, 
is a Kashmiri title he took on Irom his father. 

The Nehiu family, originating in the hills of Kashmir, set¬ 
tled hrst in Delhi, then Allahabad. One ancestor, Raj Kaul, 
was a Persian scholar in the good graces of the Mogul emperor 
of the time. The family name was Kaul for several hundred 
years; Nehru, which means ‘canal’, was added later. Nehru’s 
grandfather and great-grandfather both held posts under the 
last Moguls, and one of his uncles (like Gandhi’s father) was 
a Dewan or prime minister of a small native stale. 

When one says that Jawaharlal is a Kashmiri Brahman and 
the son of Motilal Nehru, it is as if one were to say that a 
man was a Boston Cabot or Lowell whose father was like 
Mr. Justice Holmes. He comes not only of the bluest blood 
in India, with a tremendous pride of race and heritage, but 
of a family with a deep tradition of public service and utility 
to the community. 

Young Nehru had an English tutor from his earliest years; 
in 1905, at sixteen, he went to England, where he studied at 
Harrow and Canrbridge and read for the bar—curious back- 
grouird for an Indian revolutionary! During this period his 
influences were largely literary. He was shy and lonely; he 
read Pater and Wilde and was devoted to what he calls a 
‘vague kind of cyrenaicism’, though he came early in contact 
with social and scieirtific idea.s. 

Nehru, like Gandhi, has written an autobiography'—^biit it 
is a very different kind of book. The Mahatma's placid story 
compares to Nehru’s as a cornflow'cr to an orchid, a rhyming 
couplet to a sonnet by MacLeish or Auden, a water-pistol to 
a machine-gun. Nehru’s autobiography is subtle, complex, 
discriminating, infinitely cultivated, steeped in doubt, 

^ Jawaharlal Nehru; An Autobiography. London: John Lane. It has never 
been published in America. 
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sufluscd with intellectual passion. Lord Irwin once said that 
no one could understand India without reading it;' it is a 
kind of Indian Education of Henry Adams, written in super¬ 
lative prose—hardly a dozen men alive write English as well 
as Nehru—and il is not only an autobiography of the most 
searching kind, but the story of a whole society, the story of 
the life and development of a nation. 

In 1915, when he was twenty-three, Jawahatlal returned to 
India. Life smote him promptly. It was in any case impos¬ 
sible for him not to be clo.se to politics—for instance the coali¬ 
tion between the Congress and the Moslem League in 1916 
was made in his father’s house—and he joined the nationalist 
movement. He met Mr. Gandhi ('All of us admired him for 
his heroic fight in South Africa, but he seemed very distant and 
different and unpolitical to many of us young men’) and soon 
made his first speech. He was dumb with shyness and doubt¬ 
ful of his capacity even to speak his own tongue, Hindustani. 
But after his talk the renowned leader, Dr. Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, rushed up on the platform and embraced him. 

Then came the Rowlatt bills and Amritsar. Nehru 
writes: 

‘Towards th e end of that year (1919)! travelled from Amritsar 
to Delhi by the night train. The compartment I entered was 
almost full and all the berths, except one upper one, were 
occupied by sleeping passengers. I took the vacant upper 
berth. In the morning I discovered that all my fellow passen¬ 
gers were military officers. They conversed with each other in 
loud voices which I could not help overhearing. One of them 
was holding forth in an aggressive and triumphant tone and 
soon I discovered that he was Dyer, the hero of Jallianwala 
Bagh" and he was describing his Amritsar experiences, tie 
pointed out how he had the whole town at his mercy and he had 
felt like reducing the rebellious city to a heap of ashes, but he 
took pity on it and refrained. ... I was greatly shocked to 
hear his conversation and to observe his callous manner. He 
descended at Delhi station in pyjamas with bright pink stripes, 
and a dressing gown.’ 

— {Autobiography, pp. 43“4.) 

Soon after, a turning point in Nehru’s life occurred. He 

1 See an excellent survey, India Reveals Herself, by Basil Mathews. 

* Dyer was the British general in command. Jallianwala Bagh was 
the place where Indians had to crawl on their bellies to pass into the city 
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took his mother and wife, both of whom were ill, to Mussoorie 
in the north. It happened that an Afghan delegation, negoti¬ 
ating peace with Britain after the 1919 Afghan war, was 
housed in the same hotel. Nehru never talked to any of the 
Afghan plenipotentiaries, but after a month he was asked by 
the local police not to have any dealings with them. This 
struck him as being unreasonable; he had no intention of 
talking to the Alghaiis, but—a young man of spirit—he refused 
on principle to obey the order. Thereupon he was formally 
‘externed’ from the Mussoorie district. This was his first 
conflict with British authority. In the next two weeks he had 
nothing much to do, and as a result became aware of the hisans, 
peasants, and their grievances. The accident at Mussoorie 
helped turn him to the land. 

Already he had had vague socialist leanings. Now these 
began to be entrenched. With some colleagues he visited 
the peasants on the little farms. He saw their suEerings first 
hand, and heard their grievances. He learned to survive the 
Indian sun, and to speak to large gatherings. He discovered 
his capacity to arouse people. He even—unwittingly—sent 
several peasants to jail, because when they had been guilty 
of looting homes of landlords he—filled with Satyagraha spirit 
—demanded that they give themselves up to the police. ‘Many 
received long sentences and in later years, when I went to 
prison, I came across some of them, boys and young men, 
spending their youth in prison.’ 

Here is his first picture of the peasants in their 'miserable 
rags’ fighting the lords of the land: 

‘They showered their affection on us and looked on us witli 
loving and hopeful eye.s, as if we were the bearers of good tidings, 
the guides who were to lead them to the promised land. Look¬ 
ing at them and their misery and overflowing gratitude, I 
was filled with shame and sorrow, shame at my own easy¬ 
going and comfortable life and our petty politics of the city 
which ignored this vast multitude of semi-naked sons and 
daughters of India, sorrow at the degradation and oveiwhelm- 
ing poverty of India, A new picture of India seemed to rise 
before me, naked, starving, crushed, and utterly miserable.’ 

— {Autobiography, p.52.) 


Nehru first w'ent to jail during the 1921 non-co-operation 
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campaign.‘ This was the time of the first tremendous enthusi¬ 
asm for civil disobedience, and hundreds of Indians, guilty of 
no crime or misdemeanour, fought for the privilege of being 
arrested. Young men and women mobbed the police lorries 
going through the streets, and scrambled to get inside the jails. 

Next he was arrested in a native state called Nabha, where 
a British administrator ruled in place of a deposed Maharaja. 
With two comrades Nehru xveiit to investigate conditions 
there; t hey were arrested, led down the street handcuffed, and 
thrown into a filthy jail. Apparently the charge was that 
they did not have permission to enter Nabha territory. Nehru 
was handcuffed to one of his companions for twenty-four 
hours; at night, as he slept on a muddy floor, rats crawled over 
his face. It took two weeks before he was released. The'trial', 
before a judge who knew neither English nor Hindustani, 
was an unbelievable farce, and Nehru was sentenced to two 
and a half years imprisonment. Luckily the sentence was sus¬ 
pended—but Nehru and his comrades all came down with 
typhoid fever, caught from the foul drinking water in the 
hovel where they were confined. 

‘The state of Nabha was under a British administrator, a 
member of the Indian Civil Service, and he had the full powers 
of an autocrat, subject only to the Government of India. And 
yet at every turn we were referred to Nabha laws and pro¬ 
cedure to justify the denial of the most ordinary rights. We 
had to face a combination of feudalism and^ the modern 
bureaucratic machine with the disadvantages of both and the 
advantages of neither,’ Nehru writes. 

Altogether Jawaharlal has served seven terms in prison. 
Jail or threat of jail took the best years of his life. He was 
sentenced to an aggregate of ten and a half years; several sen¬ 
tences were suspended, and he was discharged before time, 
so that he actually served five and a half years in all. The last 
sentence came as late as 1934, after civil disobedience had been 
called off; he was arrested following an alleged seditious speech 
in Calcutta, and given two years. 

^ He handles irony nicely. He says, ‘My offence was distributing notices 
for a hartal (strike). This was no offence under the law then, diough I 
believe it is one now, for we are rapidly advancing towards Dominion 
Status.’ 
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Afr. Gandhi (who only served four brief terms) adored jail; 
Jawaharlal did not. But he is seldom bitter. There are 
beautilul passages in his book, desaribing the stars he man¬ 
aged to see, peering upward from the compound, and the 
animals—squirrels and monkeys and parrots—he learned to 
play with. He knows the emotional starvation of jail, the 
chafing of steady confinement, the terrible dreariness of day 
after day, season after sea.son, wdthout change. He found 
harshness, and also consideration. With wistful eye he looked 

Upon that little tent of blue 
Which prisoners call the sky, 

And at every drifting cloud that went 
With sails of silver by. 

In one jail he lived in a large bai’rack, with holes in the 
roof and crannies in doors and windows. ‘I lived in solitary 
grandeur. But I was not quite alone, for at least two score 
spaiTows had made their home in the broken-down roof. 
Sometimes a tvandering cloud would visit me, its many arms 
creeping in through the numerous openings and filling the 
place with a damp mist.’ It is in this passage that he tvrites 
that suffering, even if it may be necessary for clear thought, 
will cloud the brain in excess. He does not like suffering as' 
Gandhi does. He was not an introvert by nature, he says, but 
prison made him so. Jail has deeply marked and pitted this 
man. He cannot bear cruelty. 

Continually he brooded not merely on the nature of re¬ 
pression but on the fundamental reasons for it—reasons even 
beyond the political struggle in India. To test his courage 
he withstood a lathi’ charge, and was bruised and beaten; his 
own mother was likewise hit on the head with cane,s, and 
knocked down by the police; his wife followed him to jail. 
He heard of such incredible sentences as that of the youth who 
got nine years’ rigorous imprisonment for carrying a revolver, 
and he knew schoolboys who were flogged in jail for political 
offences. But his mind kept ranging above the particular. 

Jail alone did not make him a socialist, but it gave him the 
time and opportunity for exhaustive political study and in¬ 
trospection. Generally he was well treated in jail; he was 

1A lathi is a long bamboo staff, the familiar weapon of the Indian police. 
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permitted books and writing materials. His ideas on socialism 
took concrete form, and merged gradually with his national¬ 
ism. He began to see the Indian problem as more than a 
struggle between rebel nationalists and British nationalists. 
He became convinced that British imperialism as a capitalist 
growth was the real enemy, and that it must be fought from 
the .socialist as well as from the nationalist point of view. 
British imperialism rests on capitalist exploitation as well as 
on the political demands of empire; therefore a logical op¬ 
ponent of British imperialism must be not merely a nationalist 
but a socialist too. 

This is the root of Nehru’s creed. In every possible way 
he tried to hammer it home to the Indian people. 

Most Indians are distinctly not socialists—remember the 
backdrop I have tried to sketchl—but Nehru rapidly became, 
next to Gandhi, the most important Indian leader. It is a 
question, however, if most of his followers are devoted to him 
because he is a socialist, or in spite of it. At any rate for ten 
solid years he was either secretary or president of the Congress; 
he is the only man who has ever been president of Congress 
three times. He was powerfully instrumental in making 
Gandhi come out for puma Swaraj (complete independence) 
at the Lahore Congress; in 1931, at Karachi he persuaded the 
Working Committee to accept a few vaguely and guardedly 
socialist planks. In 1937, he opposed the taking of office by 
Congress, but then he went to the country and, in an un¬ 
paralleled stumping campaign, almost single-handed brought 
victory to Congress in seven provinces. 

He is adored throughout India—revered and adored almost 
as Gandhi is. 

‘This My True-Begotien Father!’ 

His father Motilal was a very important influence on 
Jawaharlal, which is not surprising considering how sensitive 
Jawaharlal was and considering the vitality of the old man. 
Many important men have had great mothers; to find a great 
father passing on his qualities to his son is more unusual. 
The equation in the Nehru family worked both ways; Jawa¬ 
harlal influenced Motilal almost as much as vice versa. One 
i§ reminded of the psychoanalytic phenomenon of counter- 
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transference, wherein the patient attracts and influences the 
doctor, instead of the doctor attracting the patient. 

The story of Jawaharlal and Motilal, their love, their con¬ 
flict, their hunger to understand each other, their eventual 
community of ideas, is well told in the autobiography. Motilal 
was solidly rich, a lawyer with an extensive practice, an inti¬ 
mate friend of governors and viceroys. He had, in Jawaharlal’s 
words, ‘strong feelings, strong passions, tremendous pride, and 
great strength of will’. Jawaharlal paints a beautifully reveal¬ 
ing portrait of him as man, patriot, father. 

The youth, barely twenty, began to drift towards extremism, 
towards rebellion. Motilal strove to understand his son, to 
check this drift away from him which horrified him. At that 
time Motilal was a moderate; he had been a member of Con¬ 
gress for years, but Congress was a very pale body in those days. 
Motilal wrote an article which Jawaharlal disagreed with; he 
chided his father by saying the British would approve it highly. 
Motilal was wild with rage. Yet Motilal’s career depended 
largely on British policy and peace. 

Came Gandhi and non-co-operation. Jawaharlal joined up. 
Motilal was dumbfounded. ‘He was not in the habit of being- 
swept away by new proposals.’ He wasn’t at all sure that civil 
disobedience would work; he resented it that his precious and 
beloved son should risk jail. The conflict grew, ‘We tried to 
be as considerate to each other as possible . . . night after 
night I wandered about alone, tortured in mind and trying to 
grope my way out.’ Then Jawaharlal discovered that Motilal 
was sleeping on the floor—to see what life in jail would be like 
for his son I 

Within the year Motilal came over completely to his son’s 
side. He took his stand with Gandhi and civil disobedience. 
This meant giving up his great house in Allahabad, his wealth, 
his practice; it meant giving up most of the friends, the polit¬ 
ical acquaintances with Indians and British alike, of a genera¬ 
tion; it meant complete remaking of his life at sixty. And 
promptly old Motilal became the lion of the movement. When 
Jawaharlal went to jail, his father went with him. 

For nine years the two worked together, fought together. 
Motilal was treated with the utmost consideration in prison, 
but imprisonment hurt his health. By 1930 he was an invalid. 



INSIDE ASIA 


458 

‘Pie pulled himself together and banged a table in Iront of hiirn 
saying that he had made up his mind to be an invalid no 
longer.’ But the machine was burned out. ‘There he sat 
like an old lion mortally wounded and with his physical 
strength almost gone, but still very leonine and kingly.’ Some 
time later Gandhi came to see him. Motilal said, ‘I am going 
soon, Mahatmaji, and I shall not be here to see Stuaraj. But 
I know that you have won it.’ Early in 1931 he died. 

Jatvaharlal writes: 

‘I was watching by his bedside. He had had a troublesome 
and restless night; suddenly I noticed that his face grew calm 
and the sense of struggle vanished from it. I thought that he 
had fallen asleep, and I was glad of it. But my mother’s 
perceptions were keener, and she uttered a cry. I turned 
to her and begged her not to disturb him as he had fallen asleep. 
But that sleep was his last long sleep, and from it there was no 
awakening.’ 

Then; 

‘There were some ceremonies at home, and then the last 
journey to the Ganges with a mighty concourse of people. 
As evening fell on the river bank that winter day, the great 
flames leapt up and consumed that body which had meant 
so much to us who were close to him as well as to millions 
in India. Gandhiji said a few moving words to the multitude, 
and then all of us crept silently home. The stars were out and 
shining brightly when we returned, lonely and desolate.’ 

Later: 

‘I found it diflicult to realise that he had gone. Three months 
later I was in Ceylon with my friend and daughter, and we were 
spending a few quiet and restful days. ... I liked the place, 
and it struck me suddenly that it would suit father. Why not 
send for him? He must be tired out, and rest would do him 
good. I was on the point of sending a telegram to him in 
Allahabad.’ 

— {Autobiography, pp. 247-8.) 

Finally a curious thing happened. Returning home Nehru 
found a letter from his father awaiting him! It had been sent 
many month.s before, and had been forwarded and reforwarded 
without ever reaching the destination. And it was a letter of 
farewell. 
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fVord of Legend 

Legends aplenty grew up about the Nehrus. One is that 
Motilal, a highly lastidious person, sent his laundry weekly all 
the way to Palis. It is nonsensical, ol course. Another to the 
eflcct that the Viceroy (who had a very high regard for him) 
sent him champagne in jail is equally without foundation. 

Another story, which has been widely garbled and distorted, 
has it that Motilal’s sudden turn away from the British began 
when Jawaharlal was blackballed by an English club. The 
facts are these. Many years before, when Motilal was begin¬ 
ning his practice, an English friend ollercd to nominate him, 
Motilal, for membership in the European club in Allahabad. 
Motilal thanked his friend courteously, but declined the offer, 
because he did not want to risk rejection and because election 
of an Indian might make English members uncomfortable. 

Another story of a different category is that Jawaharlal is a 
communist and that he has li’equently been to Moscow, there 
to listen to the party line. But in fact he is not a communist, 
but a kind of social democrat; he has been in Moscow only 
once, and then for a few days in company with his father. They 
went as tourists to see the tenth anniversary festivities in 1927. 

The Man Jawaharlal 

At forty-nine Nehru is strikingly handsome—especially 
when he wears the Gandhi cap, a sort of white forage cap—and 
he is one of those fortunate people who photograph even better 
than they look. Usually he wears the Congress uniform— 
white khadder —and manages to appear courtly and impressive 
even when shrouded with yards of cheesecloth apron. His 
friends say that he has aged a good deal in the past two or three 
years, mostly as the result of fatigue, incessant travelling, and 
the giving out of energy. He is tall for an Indian—about five 
feet ten—with excellent bearing. He exercises methodically, 
and loves winter sports and swimming. 

He lives as a rule in a house called the Anand Bhavan at 
Allahabad. Motilal gave his tremendous house to the nation, 
renaming it Swaraj Bhavan; for the family he then built what 
was to have been a simple cottage, but Motilal was an excep¬ 
tionally expansive personality, and the simple cottage.—the 
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Anand Bhavan where Nehru lives—turned into a liouse almost 
as big as the original one. The big house is now the head¬ 
quarters of the Congress party; part of it is used as a hospital. 

But Jawaharlal isn’t in Allahabad very often. His travels 
are formidable. He lives on the railway trains, and by choice 
travels third class. Anyone who has been in India knows what 
an ordeal this is. 

India—Indian India—has no capital. Gandhi is in Ward- 
ha, Nehru in Allahabad; Bombay and Calcutta are important 
centres to Congress, and so are Lucknow and Madras. The 
Working- Committee of Congress—its executive body—meets 
once every six weeks or so. As a I'ule it rotates between dif¬ 
ferent cities. The annual session is held nowadays in a remote 
village. So Congress committee members are incessantly, un¬ 
endingly travelling. The trains roar across dusty India, bring¬ 
ing them together. 

Nehru’s wife, Kamala, who came from a Kashmir Brahman 
family like his own, died in 1936. She had been in ill health 
for many years, and he was released from his last term of im¬ 
prisonment in order to visit her in Switzerland. Previously, 
when she was in India, the British volunteered to free him so 
that he might see her if he would pledge himself informally 
to give up politics for the period corresponding to the rest of 
his term. He refused. She begged him to refuse. Their only 
child, twenty-year-old Indira, is at school in England. Nehru 
has two sisters; one, Lakshmi, married Ranjit S. Pandit and 
is the thoroughly competent minister for local self-government 
and health in the United Provinces Government—the first 
Congresswoman to reach ministerial rank. As a child she was 
called Sarup (the Beautiful One), and nicknamed Nan. 

Nehru keeps closely in touch with the outside world. He 
subscribes to the Neiv Statesman, the Manchester Guardian 
Weekly, Time if Tide, the New York Nation, The New Re- 
publiCj the Living Age, and Vendredi and L’Europe Nouvelle 
from Paris. Additionally he would like to see regularly several 
leftist magazines which are forbidden circulation in India. 
Recently he went for a brief vacation in the Himalayas. The 
books he took with him were Aldous Huxley's Ends and Means, 
Bertrand Russell’s Which Way to Peace, John Dewey’s The 
Quest for Certainty, Edward Thompson’s Life of Lord Met- 
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calfe, The Tongucs of Man (a book on comparative philology) 
by ]. R. Firth, and Levy’s Philosophy for a Modern Man. 

His knowledge of English poetry is profound, and his love 
for it passionate. Incessantly he quotes classic verses. 

He has a great number of acquaintances, but very ferv inti¬ 
mate friends. He speaks often of his loneliness. He loves 
children, light-heartedness, laughter, but he is no backslap- 
per; he hales promiscuous effusiveness; he is moody and in- 
grown, and finds it hard to meet people half-way. They must 
come to him. Fie made even his father come to him: to meet 
his growing mind and soul. In one passage he says that he 
took to the crowd and the crowd took to him, but that he was 
never able to lose himself completely to it; he was in it always, 
and of it never. This diffidence, this inner loneliness, is prob¬ 
ably the mai'k of jail. 

Fie is the furthest possible contrast to the mob leader like 
Hitler or Mussolini. American newspapers tag him with the 
adjective Tiery’, which is singularly inappropriate, though he 
is capable of flashes of temperament. When he talks, he deli¬ 
berately under-states his case; he sounds like a lecturer at 
Oxford, even at a political meeting. Frequently he confesses 
his failings; he is sometimes bored by politics; he is the victim 
of competitive emotions; occasionally he is unsure of himself 
and divided in judgment. Dogmatism does not become him. 
He talks frankly of his inner conflict, of ‘subconscious depths 
struggling with outer circumstances, of an inner hunger un¬ 
satisfied’. 

In one despondent moment he wrote that he represented 
no one. ‘I have become a queer mixture of the East and West, 
out of place everywhere, at home nowhere.’ Much in India 
disheartens him, and he confesses to ‘retreating into his 
shell’. 

He detests ritualism and mysticism, except perhaps in 
poetry. Religion he calls a killjoy. FIc is all for modernisa¬ 
tion, westernisation. ‘The spectacle of what is called religion, 
or at any rate organised religion, in India and elsewhere, has 
filled me with horror, and I have frequently condemned it and 
wished to make a clean sweep of it.’ This—from an Indian 
leader! And there are many to say that his hatred of religion 
will keep him from supreme heights in India, because it is 
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inconceivable that India should surrender Iierself finally to 
an agnostic. 

Fie has no faddisms, like the Mahatma. He ate meat from 
childhood, but gave it up under Gandhi’s influence in igao. 
Fie reverted to meat again in Europe, though he felt that it 
‘coarsened him’; now (like Hitler, whom he in no other way 
resembles) he is ‘more-or-less’ a vegetarian. He smokes occa¬ 
sionally, and outside India may even take a little light wine. 
His father drank wine; in fact young Jawaharlal saw him with 
a glass once, and rvas thunderstruck; he thought old Motilal 
was drinking blood. 

His general health is .so good that even in jail he had no 
insomnia, he says. Fie has, however, recorded some curious 
dreams. A favourite dream is of flying over open country. 
Once he dreamed that he was being strangled. 

He gets no salary for political work, and the family fortune 
has gone mostly to the cause. What little money he needs he 
gets from writing. 

The things he likes most are mountains, running water, 
children, glaciers, good conversation, and all animals except 
bats and centipedes. Once he had a moment of intense enjoy¬ 
ment in prison; the temperature was 116“ F. and his wife 
sent him a thermos fla.sk filled wdth sherbet. The things he 
dislikes most are ‘exploitation, cruelty, and people who, in 
the name of God, truth, and the public good, are busy feather¬ 
ing their nests’; in a word, most politicians. 

Fie wrote to me recently, ‘I suppose my father and Gandhiji 
have been the chief personal influences in my life. But out¬ 
side influences do not carry me away. There is a tendency 
to resist being influenced. Still influences do work slowly and 
unconsciously. My wife influenced me considerably in many 
ways, though unobtrusively.’ He was influenced for a time 
by Bertrand Russell, and then found him ineffective. He dis¬ 
liked Spengler at first, but found a ‘certain fascination’ in his 
book. 

Nehru proceeds to say that Marx and Lenin had a powerful 
effect on him, partly from the content of their writings, even 
more by reason of the way they wrote. He was tired of my.s- 
ticism and metaphysics; he liked the unadorned, scientific, 
analytical point of view. Fie says that he is certainly a socialist 
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in that he believes in socialist theory and method. His general 
approach is Marxist. But he wi'otc to me, ‘I am not communist 
chiefly because I resist the communist tendency to treat com¬ 
munism as a holy doctrine; I do not like being told what to 
think and do. I .suppose I am too much of an individualist. . . . 
I fed also that too much violence is associated with communist 
methods. The ends cannot be separated from the means.’ 

He likes moderation. Pie believes in the rational approach. 
He says of the Hindi-Urdu controvensy: ‘Open the way to both 
scripts everywhere.’ As to communal troubles, which he 
thinks the British deliberately keep to the forefront, he says 
that the real struggle is not between Hindu and Moslem, but 
between both and modern ideas. 

One of his defects, people say, is that he is too decent, too 
honourable, to be a good politician. He is a gentleman. 
Worse, he is an English gentleman! He has devoted his life 
to freeing India from Britain, but the British imprint is deep 
upon him. The old-school tie has turned to homespun 
cheesecloth, and he still follows a code of chivalry. Another 
defect is, of course, his ingrownness, his hatred of give-and- 
take and political hurlyburly. 

The sources of his power are numerous. Consider, for 
instance, his courage and obvious strength of character. Then 
there is his technical competence at a job; he was, for instance, 
a successful mayor of Allahabad for a time. Consider too his 
industry, both intellectual and physical. In jail he not only 
wrote most of a closely-printed 617-page autobiography, but 
a history of the world in the form^ of letters to his daughter, 
1,569 pages long. During the last election campaign, he tra¬ 
velled 110,000 miles in twenty-two months, and reached vil¬ 
lages everywhere in India. He used vehicles ranging from 
bullock carts to aeroplanes; he had to give up aeroplanes 
because peasants in remote parts of the peninsula, never 
having seen a plane before, would overrun the landing fiel(|^. 
Once he made 150 speeches in one week. 

Then again there are his modesty and complete honesty 
with himself. By 1929, he was a hero, almost inundated'by 
the applause and enthusiasm of the masses; by 1930, he had 
to face hero worship such as no man in India, Gandhi alone 
excepted, had ever known. He writes that ‘only a saint or 
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inhuman monster could survive’ the praise that came his way 
without being a little affected. He was distrustful of his 
popularity but he couldn’t help being exhilarated and im¬ 
pressed by it. His family quickly chastened him with raillery; 
his wife and sisters, and even his small daughter, began to call 
him in the home the names he was given by the crowd. They 
would say, ‘Oh Jewel of India, what time is it?’ or ‘Oh Embodi¬ 
ment of Sacrifice, please pass the bread.’ 

His political integrity is unshakable. Nothing can deflect 
him from the path he has chosen, if he believes it to be right; 
he dislikes compromises and he has nothing of the occasional 
slipperiness of Mr. Gandhi. He makes definitions scrupu¬ 
lously, and abides by them. He is certainly one of the finest 
characters in public life I have ever met. 

One small anecdote is to the point. In 1928 came a crucial 
vote in the Calcutta Congress session, over which his father 
was presiding. Gandhi and Motilal were strongly backing a 
proposal that Congress should adopt officially what was known 
as the ‘Nehru Report’, a document prepared by Motilal to 
answer the Simon commission. Jawaharlal and his group— 
he was at the time head of a separate organisation, the Inde¬ 
pendence League, as well as secretary of Congress—opposed 
this. The vote was close; Jawaharlal’s side won. Then he 
discovered that there had been a technical error in the voting. 
As secretary of the Congress he brouglit this to the attention 
of the meeting, even though he knew that it would mean over¬ 
riding his victory and that in the next vote his group would 
lose. 

He has great detachment. Recently—this is a curious 
oblique sidelight on his character—he wrote a character sketch 
of himself, and carefully arranged so that it was published in 
a magazine anonymously. No one knew that he was the author 
until he let the secret out to a few friends months later. 

It begins with a re.sounding ‘Rashtrapati Jawaharlal Ki 
Jail’ (Long Live Jawaharlal, Chief of State), and describes in 
somewhat indignant detail his manner as a conqueror of the 
multitude. 

‘The Rashtrapati looked up as he passed swiftly through the 
waiting crowds, his hands went up and his pale hard face was 
lit up with a smile. . . . The smile passed away and the face 



JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 465 

became stern and sad. Almost it seemed that the smile and 
gesture accompanying it had little reality; they were just 
"tricks of the trade to gain the goodwill of the ci’owd whose 
darling he had become. Was it so? . . . Watch him again. 

‘Is all this natural or the carefully thought out trickery of the 
public man? Perhaps it is both and long habit has become 
second nature now. The most effective pose is one in which 
there seem.s to be the least posing, and Jawahailal has learned 
well to act without the paint and powder of the actor. . , . 
Whither is this going to lead him and the country ? What is 
he aiming at with all his apparent want of aim ? 

‘For nearly two years now he has been President of Congress, 
Steadily and persistently he goes on increasing his personal 
prestige and influence. . . . From the far North to Cape 
Goimorin he has gone like some triumphant Caesar, leaving a 
trail of glory and a legend behind him. Is all this just a pass¬ 
ing fancy which amuses him ... or is it his will to power that 
is driving him from crowd to crowd and making him whisper 
to himself; 

‘ “I drew these tides of men into my hands and wrote my will 
across the sky in stars.” 

‘What if the fancy turns? Men like Jawaharlal with all 
their great capacity for great and good work are unsafe in a 
democracy. He calls himself a democrat and a socialist, and 
no doubt he does so in all earnestness . . . but a little twist 
and he might turn into a dictator. He might still use the 
language of democracy and socialism, but we all know how 
fascism had fiittened on this language and then cast it away 
as useless lumber. 

‘Jawaharlal cannot become a fascist. ... He is far too 
much an ai’istocrat for the emdity and vulgarity of Fascism, 
I-Iis very face and voice tell us that. His face and voice are 
definitely private. . . . And yet he has all the makings of a 
dictator in him—vast popularity, a strong will, energy, pride 
. . . and with all his love of the crowd an intolerance of others 
and a certain contempt for the weak and inefficient. His 
flashes of temper are well known. His overwhelming desire 
to get things done, to sweep away what he dislikes and build 
anew, will hardly brook for long the slow processes of democ¬ 
racy.’ 

The article—Jawaharlal must have had a good time writing 
—ends with a stirring appeal that he be defeated if he runs 
;ain for Congress president. In the document he was cut¬ 
ting possible dangers of the future quite unconnected with 
mself. As for himself he was desperately anxious not to be 
esident of Congress for another term. 

HG 
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Attitude to Gandhiji 

Jawaharlal’s relations to Gandhi are more complex than 
those of a disciple to a master. Poles apart as they are men¬ 
tally and emotionally, they are devoted to each other—recent 
rumours that they quarrelled are quite without foundation— 
and they complement each other nicely. Nehru needs Gandhi 
because Ganclhi alone can carry the mass of the Indian people. 
Gandhi needs Nehru because he is his indispensable second- 
in-command.’ 

When Nehru first came in close contact with the Mahatma, 
he thought that in time Gandhi would turn gradually towards 
socialism. Years went by, and he saw his mistake. Fie wor¬ 
ried terribly about it. It seemed to him an unreasonable 
paradox that Gandhiji, with all his ‘love and solicitude for 
the underdog’, should ‘yet support a .system which inevitably 
produces it and crushes it’. He tvas impatient with Gandhi’s 
ideas of trusteeship by the upper classes; he could not endure 
it that the Mahatma, who believed in non-violence, could 
support a system, capitali.sm, which was based on violence. 
Now he has given up Gandhi as incorrigible on this issue. 

Nehru, strictly speaking, is not the leader of the left in 
Congress. There are many others much more to the left than 
he is. He is not, oddly enough, even a member of the Con¬ 
gress Socialist party, a sort of autonomous block within Con¬ 
gress. This—another Indian paradox—is partly because the 
organised and official socialists fear that his identification 
with them might erabarra,ss his leadership of Congi’css as a 
whole. Jawaharlal holds an approximate left centre position, 
just as Mr. Gandhi is right centre. There are many Congress¬ 
men to the right of Gandhi. 

Sometimes young men in Congress think that, in the future, 
Jawaharlal may turn out to be Trotsky to Gandhi’s Lenin. 
Jawaharlal himself quotes grimly a prophecy that he will some 
day be hanged by his own Congressmen. 

Nehru likewise differs basically from Gandhi in that he can¬ 
not follow his leader all the way on non-violence. He admits 

’■In February 1939 Nehru re-signed—presumably temporarily—his 
membership in the .Congress Working Committee to side with Gandhi in a 
party split. See next chapter. 



JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 467 

the political value of non-violence, but he says frankly that 
non-violence alone cannot cany India to the final goal. 

But what a beautifully warm and compelling picture he 
draws of Gandhi, what a waterfall of tribute his pages are! He 
talks of his tremendous debt to Gandhi, his ‘amazing and al¬ 
most irresistible charm and subtle power over people’, his 
capacity to make ‘heroes out of clay’, his ‘inexhaustible reser¬ 
voir of spiritual potver’. He defends him vigorously against 
the socialists who call him a reactionary. ‘Reactionary or re¬ 
volutionary, he has changed the face of India, given pride and 
character to a cringing and demoralised people, built up 
strength and consciousness in the masses, and made the Indian 
problem a world problem.’ 

Relations to the British 

Nehru doesn’t hate the British. He hates British imperial¬ 
ism and its exploitation of India, but he freely admits his in¬ 
tellectual debt to British culture. When he takes a holiday, 
he heads straight for England. He has tried to forget the long 
agony of jail, to dissociate the responsibility for it from Britain 
as a whole. 

Nor do the British, a few retired Colonel Blimps aside, really 
hate Nehru. But they/ear him deeply. It is enlightening to 
compare British opinions of Gandhi and Nehru; very few 
Englishmen arc worried about the Mahatma any more, but 
for Nehru they have a healthy apprehension. They attack 
him as a socialist unendingly, as a blind for their alarm of him 
on purely nationalist grounds. 

The British should realise that the fact that he is a socialist 
—and a gentleman—is a great asset on their side. Nehru, since 
he is a socialist, is impeded from any projection of the Indian 
struggle internationally, for the reason that the only countries 
which could help him are Fascist states, and he will have 
nothing to do with them. 

The British are enormously curious about Nehru, They all 
know Gandhiji; rather few know Jawahaiial. The present 
Viceroy, for instance, until the end of igf^S at least, had never 
met him. Everywhere one goes in India, the first political 
question is, ‘Have you seen Jawaharlal? What’s he like— 
what’s he doing—what’s he up to now?’ 
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. . .And India shall soon be seen, proud and self-icliant, strong and free, 
the radiant splendour of Asia, as the light and bencdiLtiori ol the world.’ 

—Mrs. Annie Bisant in 1917. 

I T goe.s almost without saying that the Indian National Con- 
gtess was founded by—you’ve guessed it—an Englishman. 
The British add to the stoiy of. thcii impel ialism with methods, 
sometimes inadvertent, that are wonderiul to behold. 

In 1885 Allan Octavian Hume, who had been a British 
civil servant in India lor thirty years, brought the Congress 
into being. He thought that Britain owed a debt to India, 
that the Biitish should take a lead in encouraging the develop¬ 
ment of Indian institutions. As first envisaged, however, the 
Congress was planned to be humanitarian and socitd rather 
than political in aim; the story is that when Hume went to 
the Viceroy of the day, Lord Duflerin, to get his blessing for 
the project, Duflerin himself .suggested that the movement 
should have a political basi,s, on the ground that governments 
need a 'loyal opposition’. On December yS, 1885, the first 
Congress met in Bombay, with seventy-two delegates. Within 
a few years it became noisy enough for Dufferin himself to dis¬ 
miss it as ‘a contemptible minority’, but for a long time it re¬ 
mained basically loyal; in fact it had English presidents in 
1904 and again in 1910. Only during the Great War did it 
become provocatively nationalist, when Mr. Gandhi got con¬ 
trol of it and turned it into a I'evoluLionary weapon. In 1929 
the Congre.ss reached Cull stature, and came out officially for 
complete independence. 

The Indian National Congress, let it be understood, is more 
than a political party; it is in a sense the organised expression 
of the aims and will of the Indian people. It includes Moslems 
as well as Hindus, though in smaller number; rich industrial¬ 
ists as well as homeless radicals; agitators in the native states 
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as well as prime ministers in the eight Congress governments; 
socialists and reactionaries both. Anyone may join the Con- 
gi'ess who pays the annual subscription of four annas (about 
5d.) per year—even this minuscule sum is too much for many 
Indian peasants—and who signs the pledge to work for the 
independence of India by all legitimate and peaceful means. 
At present the Congress has 3,102,113 members. It is both 
the reservoir and attacking stream of Indian man-power, a 
sort of giant People’s Front against the British raj. 

The Congress structure is complex. First come the private 
‘four anna’ members in the villages; of the four annas, incident¬ 
ally, three go to the local Congre.ss organisation, one to the 
central secretariat at Allahabad. The primary members 
choose delegates to the provdncial Congress committees; a con¬ 
stituency is 250 primary members. The provincial commit¬ 
tees choose the All-India Congress Committee, a sort of parlia¬ 
ment. The president of the Congress—Nehru, as we have 
seen, was president three times—is appointed by this commit¬ 
tee and is responsible to it. The presidency changes each 
year as a rule, and the new president selects fourteen or fifteen 
men who are his cabinet, though by tradition he chooses them 
on an All-Congress basis rather than as a reflection of his per¬ 
sonal opinions. The president and his fourteen a.ssociate.s, the 
top of the Congress structure, are called the Working Com¬ 
mittee. None—an interesting point—receive any salary. 
Some committee members remain on it year after year, no 
matter who is president. 

The Congress is indisputably the best organised and most 
poweriul organisation in India. It is by far the largest party 
in every province of British India except the predominantly 
Moslem Punjab, North West Frontier, and Sind. In Madras, 
for instance, it holds igg seats; the next biggest party has 
twenty-one. In the U.P. it has 134 seats, and the next party 
twenty-nine; in Bombay is has eighty-five, and the next party 
nineteen. The great manifestation of the Congress each year 
is the annual plenary session, which now takes place in some 
remote village. These plenary sessions, where at least 100,000 
people congregate, are magnificent spectacles, not to be for¬ 
gotten by one who has attended them. 

The Congress has its uniform—^white homespun and the 
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Gandhi cap. Il has its army in the shape of the Volunteers, 
who keep order at public meetings, though members are not 
armed. It has a foreign department, a propaganda bureau, 
and so on. It has its flag, composed of three stripes, saffron, 
white, and green, with a spinning wheel. It has its national 
holiday—‘Independence Day’-—on January 36. This cele¬ 
brates the 1929 decision to come out for complete indepen¬ 
dence instead of Dominion Status, but the actual date was 
chosen at random; January 26 happened to be a convenient 
Sunday far enough ahead for word to get around. 

The Working Committee of Congress is a fascinating study 
in human and political nature. Devoted, disinterested, of 
varying beliefs and creeds, but all united by faith in Indian 
nationalism, the members are somewhat like the old Soviet 
Politburo. The membership is variegated; ivhen I saw most 
of the members in Juhu, waiting in Mr. Gandhi's anteroom 
for a word with the master, I thought I had never met such 
different types of men bound by common aim. Here a wealthy 
and sophisticated lawyer, and at his side a peasant chieftain 
from Bihar; here a Moslem theologian, and next to him a 
soldier from the North West Frontier. 

The left began to emerge as a distant political group in¬ 
side Congress when civil disobedience was called off in 1934. 
The revolt against Britain failed; the Congress had to become 
legal again. It turned ‘respectable’, and many prominent 
politicians of the right became members—because it was so 
powerful, even when illegal, that no one could have a political 
career outside it. At the same time, largely under Nehru’s 
influence, irrigation of socialist thought watered India. 
Flitherto the Congress had been dominated exclusively by 
nationalism. Thereafter a strong socialist streak developed. 
The rightists resented this, and have opposed it. Thus an 
intra-Congress struggle tended to begin. 

It reached an unpleasant climax in the Tripura plenary 
session in February 1939. Mr. Gandhi suggested the Moslem 
theologian Moulana Abul, who is on the right, as new presi¬ 
dent. His election was pre.sumably as.sured, but something 
happened. The 1938 president, Subhas Chandra Bose, 
decided to run for re-election, as a test of leftist strength; also 
he was annoyed that Gandhi’s chief rightist lieutenant, Sardar 
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Patel, had allegedly circularised Congi-ess without his know¬ 
ledge about Abul’s candidature. So it became a fight between 
the GancUii-Palel riglit and the Bo.se left. Bose won: at least 
he was elected president. The rank and file was with him. 
Then—obviously under Gandhi’s influence—the rest of the 
Working Committee resigned. This was the most serious 
split in Congress history, but negotiations began at once to 
patch it up. Nehru, though ostensibly on the left, sided with 
Gandhi, who was finally vindicated in a vote of the Agenda 
Committee of Congress by 510 to 131. 

Working with the British 

In 1937 came the tremendous event I alluded to briefly in 
the chapter on Mr. Gandhi above. It is the controlling factor in 
the situation to-day, the core of the whole story. The tremen¬ 
dous event was that, after the passage of the new Government 
of India Act, elections were held in the eleven provinces of 
British India, and Congress won in seven of them and took 
office. ‘Provincial Autonomy’, as promised in the new act, 
came into being. Thus the Congress, the same Congress which 
had so bitterly fought Britain, came into the British structure. 

Nehru and his leftist followers violently opposed taking 
office. They thought that autonomy, as defined in the Act, 
did not go far enough; they thought that acceptance of office, 
working under British governors, was a fatal compromise. But 
after almost tour months of tense negotiation, Mr. Gandhi in¬ 
vented a formula which seemed to permit Congress to rule 
without loss of face. A kind of gentleman’s agreement ap¬ 
peared to bind—perhaps not quite bind—the Viceroy and 
the governors not to use their veto powers except in circum¬ 
stances of great public crisis. The right-wingers in Congress 
were satisfied and the Congress governments took office. 

Now a curious point. The 'high command’ and the Working 
Committee under Nehru decided not to accept Jobs personally 
in any province. Logically one might have assumed that the 
Working Committee leaders, if they stood for election and were 
returned, would be the new prime ministers. But they deter¬ 
mined not to take posts themselves. Instead, they deputed a 
second line of leaders to assume office. The Working Com¬ 
mittee, again like the old Politburo in the Soviet Union, 
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decided to keep out ol actual administrative work, and to 
guide their governments from behind the scenes. So second- 
line CongTe.s.smen (I know that one or two of them may dislike 
this appellation, but I do not mean it personally) became the 
prime ministers and finance ministers and all the rest, and 
the W^orking Committee was transformed into a sort of com¬ 
posite Eminence Grise. 

This has turned out to be something of an embarrassment, 
though not a serious one. Almost at once cer tain dissidences 
arose between the Working Committee and the Congress 
governments. The Working Committee held the whip hand, 
of course. It could break any provincial government, and in 
fact it turned out of office one of its own prime ministers, Dr. 
Khare in the Central Piw inccs, when it acerrsed him of 
being disobedient. But it is awkward for the Working Com¬ 
mittee to have to attack its own ministers openly. Thus nego¬ 
tiations have to be very delicate when there is dii'crgence of 
opinion. 

Two dangers, from the left point of view, faced the new 
governments. First, as in the case of the Wafd (nationalist 
organisation) in Egypt, they found that the sweets of power 
were—sweet. They were tempted by the comforts and ad¬ 
vantages of their position to modify the pure fervour of their 
nationalism. Second, they found that running a government 
is a great deal more difficult than criticising it; this too tended 
to seduce them into ‘moderation’, which word Congress 
radicals are apt to interpret as subservience to Britain. 

Provincial autonomy was a highly shrewd gesture by the 
British, though many Englishmen think-—and fear—that it 
gave the Congress ‘too much’. But in essence it was ma.s- 
terly, because it brought Congress for the first time within 
the fold of governmental responsibilities; it gave Congress 
most of the prickly things to handle, while the Briti,sh con¬ 
tinued to hold veto power, defence, foreign affairs, and federal 
finance. 

Most Congress ministers are right-wingers. This follows 
the complexion of the Working Committee, which numbers 
roughly ten right-wingers to four left-wingers. So the ministers 
began their legislative programmes cautiously. In several 
provinces they declined to have social relations with the 
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governors, though official relations were quite correct;' in 
Bombay the prime minister introduced a bill banning the 
British titles and honorifics which flood India every New 
Year’s Day. But they did not attack the fundamentals of 
British power anywhere; their programme of social reform— 
housing, education, reduction of agricultural debt, and so on 
—got under way slotvly. They cut their otvm salaries to 500 
rupees (£37) a month—while their British secretaries might 
be getting five times that sura—and promised as a first effort 
at economy to slash salaries in the provincial civil service. 
Twice—in the U.P. and Bihar in February 193S, and later 
in Orissa—Congress got'ernments came into conflict with the 
governors, and resigned. In each case the issue was compro¬ 
mised, with Congress coming out on top. 

In five provinces at least the Congress ministers began to 
introduce prohibition. It is difficult for an American who saw 
our prohibition debacle to sympathise with this. But pro¬ 
hibition is a foremost Congress point. It can be introduced 
only at great cost. Revenue from ‘toddy’ and other alcoholic 
drinks amounts, by and large, to almost one-quarter of total 
provincial revenue. Moreover, the cost of enforcement will 
be very considerable. Altogether prohibition will mean that 
Bombay, for instance, may lose almost one-third its revenue, 
which must be met by other means. The Congress ministers, 
when they take toddy from the peasant, must cut salaries of 
school teachers, say forty rupees a month to twenty-five. 

Most Congress governments, especially Bombay, the United 
Provinces, Bihar, and Madras, ha.\e been unendingly per¬ 
plexed by tlie problem of extremism. The situation is pecu¬ 
liar. Here is Congress in office at last, after many years of 

^ This is because Congress people will not ‘sign the hook’ in Government 
House, or contribute in any way to ‘Imperial ritual or prestige’. It has 
led to episodes which would delight authorities in etiquette, In the old 
days a social-minded Indian might be willing to do almost anything 
for an invitation to a Government House reception; now, if he is a member 
of the government, he cannot accept it although the invitations are freely 
given. He may talk with the Governor in his office; he cannot accept a 
cup of tea in the drawing-room next door. Wlien a new Governor of a 
province arrives, the Congress ministry which is his government cannot 
even greet him at the railway station. Even Mr. Gandhi, in order to have 
a social word with a Governor, must go through elaborate stratagems. 
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electoral propaganda and promises. But no matter how well 
disiio.5cd it is, it cannot begin to fulfil these promises at once. 
In (he United Provinces, for instance, Congress held out the 
bright beacon of land reform. The restive peasantry in the 
U.P, is demanding acdon, like liquidation of the agricultural 
debt, which Congre.ss cannot now perform. Any drastic solu¬ 
tion of the land problem like collectivLsation would instantly 
lead to severe conflict wilh the British. In Bihar the kisans 
(peasants), awaiting the promised reforms, refused to pay rent 
to the landlords, who thereupon refused to pay taxes to the 
government. Refusal of tax paymeni to a British Govern¬ 
ment tvas one tiling. Congre.ss sympathised with this and 
indeed advocated it for years. But boycott of Congress taxes 
is quite another thing. 

Again, the Congress governments, particularly in Bombay, 
are worried about political agitation by extremists. Take the 
case of the CongTe.ss minister for law and order, Mr. Munshi. 
For years Mr. Munshi has been part of a movement which 
taught the people to hate and despise the police; Mr. Munshi 
himself, like almost all Congress leaders, went to jail for civil 
disobedience. But now Mr. Munshi is in charge of the police, 
and sometimes he finds that he has to use them even against 
his own people. It is an unenviable situation to say the least. 

Several Congress ministries have had actually to arrest Con¬ 
gressmen under an Act of the Indian penal code which defines 
sedition and which all good Congressmen, for twenty years, 
learned to hate like arsenic. Yet in one case all that the 
offender did was make a speech against recruiting. He got 
six months. The case has been appealed. The leftists say 
that it is intolerable for Congress to prosecute a man for sedi¬ 
tion when Congress by its basic nature is itself seditionist, that 
is, advocates complete severance of the tie with Britain. An¬ 
other highly unpopular act which gives a magistrate sum¬ 
mary riglit to quell disturbances has had to be invoked by 
Congress ministers in connection with strikes at Sholapur and 
Cawnpore—tvhich enraged the rank and file of Congressmen. 

It would be easy to make out too harsh a case against the 
Congress government. No one can blame them for holding 
on to office when retirement from office wovild mean that 
reactionaries would get the jobs. Administrative experience, 
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which tlie governments are getting a-plenty, is something 
Congress has badly needed; these transition years may be a 
precious interlude for practice. Again, the new legislation 
programmes have begun excellently, even if the govern¬ 
ments have held office only a comparatively short time. 
The exiDciience is just beginning and it makes a challenging 
spectacle. 

Congress President 

The president of the Indian National Congress, re-elected 
for a second term in 1939, is the remarkable character Subhas 
Chandra Bose, a stubborn mystic turned politician, who 
represents an extreme left-wing view. Bose has suffered more 
than any man in India except perhaps Nehru, whose devoted 
disciple he is. He has had no leaver than ten terms in jail. 
His last release came as recently as March 1937. 

Bose was born in 1897 in Cuttack of a good middle-class 
family; his father was an eminent lawyer. He is one of the 
comparatively few first-rank Hindu politicians who is not a 
Brahman. When young Bose was about sixteen he ran away 
from home and wandered alone in the Himalayas, seeking 
spiritual refreshment. Like Buddha, he gave up family, 
wealth, material comforts, and secular affairs, and took 
youthful refuge in mysticism. But he did not find the guid¬ 
ance he sought. He left the Himalayas after perhaps a year, 
and continued his pilgrimage in holy cities like Benares. 
Then suddenly he was stricken with typhoid fever; a friend 
discovered his identity and returned him to his anguished 
family, which had had no idea where he was. 

Bose had several stormy years of education. He went to 
the Presidency College in Calcutta, and joined a group which 
sensationally thrashed an unpopular English professor who, 
they said, insulted the Indians. He was dismissed from col¬ 
lege, and after an interval resumed his studies in England. 
At the Scottish Church college he took a B.A. with first-class 
honours in philosophy. Then he was graduated with honours 
at Cambridge, and passed the examinations for the Indian 
Civil Service; he stood fourth in the list. It was his intention 
(Nehru had a similar idea) to enter the I.C.S.; but at the end 
of the War Gandhi and civil disobedience captured him as 
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it captured almost everyone else, and he joined the Sivaraj 
party. 

Since that time his whole career, like that of Nehru, has 
varied between public work as a Congressman and periods in 
jail. He was the most turbulent of the Indian leaders. He 
organised the Independence League with Nehru in 1928, and 
was president of the All-India Trades Union Congress from 
1929-91. Several times his health broke down, and he took 
one liricf cure in Europe. In 1930 he was elected Mayor of 
Calcutta rvhilc serving a jail term in Burma. 

The British don’t like Bose. They fear him, as they fear 
Nehru. His book. The Indian Struggle, is forbidden circu¬ 
lation in India, even though Nehru’s more outspoken auto¬ 
biography is allowed to be sold. Once when Bose was in¬ 
terned in Burma he saw a note in a Calcutta newspaper to 
the effect that he was ‘the .soul’ of the terrorist movement in 
Bengal; this ivas not true—Bose is not in any sense a terrorist 
—and he sued for libel. The newspaper appealed to the 
Government of India for evidence to back up the charge, but 
none was forthcoming, and Bose won the case, getting 
damages. 

What Bose stands for is complete severance of the tie with 
Britain. He said as much frankly in his Presidential Address 
at the Harjpura Congress in 1938. He is unalterably opposed 
to the provisions of the Government of India Act in regal'd to 
Federation—incorporation of the princely states with British 
India—and he has stated that if necessary he will oppose 
Federation as at present envisaged, with civil disobedience. 

Bose is a sturdy figure, despite bouts pf ill health. Fle is 
stubborn, a good talker, something ol' a fanatic, and an im¬ 
placable nationalist. He is unmarried. During the 1939 
Tripura Congress, when Gandhi turned against him and the 
Congress split, he was too ill to take the president’s chair in 
person. Then in May 1939, he suddenly resigned. 

Other Congress leftists of consequence are Govind Vallabh 
Pant, the prime minister of the United Provinces govern¬ 
ment; young Jayaprakash Narayan who is general secretary of 
the Congress Socialist Party; and M. R. Masani, the joint secre¬ 
tary. Masani, a brilliant young Parsi, was for years forbidden 
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to leave India by the British authorities; now, however, since 
a Congress government has gained power in Bombay, he has 
his passport back. 

Pant (pronounced ‘Punt’) is one of the able.st Congre.ss 
prime ministers. Massive in build, untidy in appeai'ance, a 
man gentle and serene in casual talk, but deadly in debate, 
he was born in the Himalayas of a high Brahman family, and 
settled in the U.P. as a vouth. He had an exceptionally good 
academic career, and then a period as a lawyer; he soon left 
the Bar, hotvever, to join Congre.ss and denote himself to 
public work. Though not an extremist, he is very much on 
the left. In his cabinet is Mrs. Pandit, Nehru’s sister. He is 
called the best financial mind in Congress. 

Thirty-seven-year-old Jayaprakash Narayan, the founder of 
the Congress Socialist party, is a reslle.ss soul who has had a 
varied and picturesque career. He was born in a tiny village 
in Bihar; it is recorded that he never saw a tram-car till he 
was nineteen. Then he went to—^America. In eight years in 
the United States he studied at five different universities, 
starting in California, progi'e.ssing to Iowa and Wisconsin, 
and steadily working his way east. He worked in a California 
orchard first, then as a packer in a jam factory, a mechanic, 
and a waiter. He liecame a Marxist, returned to India, joined 
Nehru, and was put in charge of the Labour Research Depart¬ 
ment of Congre.ss. He went to prison, and emerged in 1933 
to organise the first session of the Congress Socialist party, the 
left-wing bloc inside Congre.ss. 

The socialists include various types of Marxists. Most are 
fairly radical, though their main preoccupation is of course 
nationalist opposition to British rule. By and large they are 
anti-religious, and most of them do not believe in caste; indeed 
they are contemptuous of caste strictures, and consider the 
Untouchables from a cla,ss point of view, namely, that they 
are merely the submerged proletariat. The socialists want to 
organise India in terras of workers and peasants, not on the 
basis oi religious community. The right in Congress, on the 
other hand, generally conservative, tends to ding to caste. 

The communist party is illegal in India, but many indivi¬ 
dual communists join Congress. This is a recent develop¬ 
ment; the old communist line towards India was to consider 
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Congress a bourgeois ‘agent of imperialism’, but in these 
Popular Front days, communists are urged to become 
Congressmen. "I'he socialists are inclined still to resent the 
former contmunist attitude. Communists are of several sorts, 
with Trotskyism becoming popular. The most interesting 
personality among communists or ex-communists—he has 
been disavowed by Moscorv~is the well-knotvn M. N. Roy, 
who has his own group, the ‘Royists’. These arc independent 
radicals within Congress, but whom consetvative Congress¬ 
men disavow. Roy, a handsome creature, has been a figure 
in three revolutions: Russian, Chinese, Indian. The Comin¬ 
tern sent him to Hankow in 1937, and his advice, over¬ 
riding that of Borodin, helpecl to precipitate the break in 
the Kuomintang. On his return to Inclia he spent several 
years in jail. 


The Three Zonal Chieftains 

We turn now to the ll'^orking Committee, that extraordinary 
organisation which is the heart of Congress. Ollicially there 
is no precedence within the Working Commit lee, but the three 
men nearest the top, each of whom is a kind of district bo.s,s—in 
fact the political organiser and virtual dictator of his region— 
are Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (Bombay, Madras, Sind, C. P.), 
Moulana Abul Kalam Azad (Bengal, Punjab, North West 
Frontier, and U. P.), and Babu Rajendra Prasad (Bihar, Assam, 
Orissa). 

These three names are unfamiliar. New to most western 
readers, they are difficult to pronounce, to remember. Yet 
these three men, quite aside from the fact that next to Gandhi 
and Nehru they are the most important political personages 
in India, are tremendous pensonalities. Their names may 
mean little. But their histories, their characters, mean much. 
Behind the difficult names are living human beings of the 
utmost interest and appeal, 

Sardar Patel (‘Sardar* is a kind of title) is the chief right¬ 
winger in Congress. He is the party boss par excellence. He 
is the Jim Farley, the ruthless party fixer and organiser. Once 
Gandhi has determined the line to take, it is Patel who rams 
it through as happened at Tripura in 1939. I~Ie is the creator 
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of the political machine, and he virtually controls the eight 
Congress ministers. 

Patel is sixty-one. He is a solidly built man with a great 
bald skull; he looks rather like a Roman emperor in the heroic 
tradition. He calls himself a ‘simple farmer’—which he most 
distinctly is not—though he was born on a farm; someone .said 
of him once that his only culture is ‘agriculture’. He has 
nothing of Nehru’s grace and intellectual precision, and very 
little of Rajagopalacharia’s subtle inflections of mind and 
mood; he has no vision beyond the immediate ta.sk in hand, 
and almost none of Gandhi’s religious impulses—for instance 
it is said that he never had read the Hindu scriptures till last 
year; but he is a man of action, of practicality: the man who 
gets things done. As such, he is one of Gandhi’s very closest 
collaborators. 

Patel was born in the Kaira district of Gujerat. His father 
fought in the Sepoy Mutiny against Britain, and his elder 
brother wa.s an eminent Congressman, but as a youth he showed 
little interest in politics. He was a pertinacious student; he 
decided to become a lawyer, and his subsequent career in 
criminal law was distinguished; he was a great clefence attorney 
in murder cases. When Gandhi returned to Inditi from South 
Africa Patel came under his .spell. But it took some time to 
convert him, The story is told that, when Gandhi first entered 
the Ahmedabad club to convert the members^ to non-violence, 
Patel sat in a corner <(hrugging, playing cards, and cynically 
smiling. Then he saw Gandhiji’s tremendous self-assurance, 
and, a strong man himself, came to admire him, When the 
Mahatma began the civil disobedience campaign Patel gave 
up his flourishing law practice, like Motilal Nehru, to join 
him. 

Years ago Patel, whose nerves arc filaments of ice, was argu¬ 
ing a case in court. A telegram was handed to him. It an¬ 
nounced the death of his wife. He read it. folded it, put it 
in his pocket, and continued the case without interruption 
or change of mien. 

Many expert observers of Indian affairs think that Patel 
may turn out to be .Stalin to Gandhi’s Lenin—perhaps with 
Jawaharlal as Trotsky. Certainly if an open split should occur 
in Congress Patel would be leader of the right. 
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The next member of the ‘zonal triumvirate’, Monlana 
(roughly ‘Very Reverend’) Abul Kalam Azad, is as dilTcrent 
from Patel as is conceivable. The two represent utterly 
different worlds; but the link of Congress bridges their varie¬ 
gation. Moulana Abul, who is fifty, is a Moslem theologian 
and philosopher, one of the most learned men of the east, a 
bookivorm-intcllectual, a savant, the author of the best modern 
commentary on the Koran. Pie was born in Afecca in 188S, 
and went to A 1 Azhar University in Cairo, the most famous 
institution of learning in the Moslem world. Something of a 
prodigy, he was at fifteen a serious scholar in Persian, Arabic, 
and Moslem theology. Pie went to India (where his father 
had lived) and in 1912 founded an Urdu newspaper, AI Hilal, 
which had a .sensational success. Abul was, though an ortho¬ 
dox Moslem, a modernist. His attitude towards Islam is 
reformist. He sought to bring the Moslems into the nation¬ 
alist movement; he is one of the few Indians who began impor¬ 
tant agitation before Gandhiji’s great entrance to the arena. 
As early as 1916 Abul was interned on a charge of revolu¬ 
tionary activity. Pie was released in 1920 and promptly joined 
the non-co-operation movement.' In 1923 he was elected 
president of CongTc.s.s—the youngest in its history. 

Abul’s unique chai'acieristic is his combination of chtssic 
theological training and modern outlook, He went to A 1 
Ahzar; but he wants to Latinise the various Indian scripts. 
Pie is an excellent political speaker and journalist, despite his 
ab.sorption in holy books. Nowadays he 1 is'cs in Calcutta when 
he is not travelling on Congrc.ss jobs. As we have just seen, 
Gandhi wanted Abul for president in 1939. 

If Patel is the ruthless fist of the Congress triumvirate, and 
Moulana Abul a part of the brain and spiritual enlighten¬ 
ment, then Babu Rajendra Prasad is the heart. This man has 
great personal quality. 

Prasad was born in 1884. He had a first-i'atc career at 
Calcutta University—his scholastic accomplishments are still 
talked of—and then successively became teacher and professor 

^ He was also a very prominent figure in what is known a.? the ‘Rlialifot’ 
issue; Gandhi worked closely with the Moslems in attacking the British 
because of the peace treaty with Turkey and the consequent reduction in 
power of the Turkish (Moslem) Caliph. 
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o£ English, History, and Economics, until he decided to devote 
himself to the law. He is one of the great lawyers of modern 
India. He earned a great deal of money, but when, in 1920, 
he resigned his practice to follow Gandhi and non-co-opera¬ 
tion, he had exactly fifteen rupees in the bank. He had given 
his entire fortune to poor students. Ele is one of Gandhi’s 
wannest friends, and next to him is probably the most beloved 
man in India; he is mild and engaging in manner, and with¬ 
out an enemy. Prasad is a simple penson with little regard 
for personal appearance; he looks like an unkempt peasant. 
Once wheit he was in jail a delegation of British officials passed 
by his cell, ‘Obviously a criminal type,’ said one Englishman, 
pointing to him. Prasad smiled—not bothering to add that 
he spoke seven languages. Had he not joined Gandhi, he 
wortld have certainly reached the highest position possible to 
an Indian in Btitish India; he would have been a Supreme 
Court Judge or a Provincial Governor. Since 1912 he has 
been a inembcr of tlie All-India Congress Committee, and 
since 1922—seventeen uninterrupted years—a member of the 
Working Committee. He was Congress President in 1934. 
He is undisputed leader of Bihar. 

Two other men should be mentioned in particular connec¬ 
tion with Vallabhbhai' Patel, because they too are far on the 
right. One is Jamnalal Bajaj, the former treasurer of Con¬ 
gress; he is a very rich and succe.ssful bitsiness man, who 
renounced hi.s titles and went to jail when he came under 
Gandhi’s induence. He lies in Wardha, in the Central 
Provinces, which is one rea.sou why the Mahatma lives there; 
usually he accompanies Gandhi’s travels. The other is Ghan- 
shyamdas Birla, a Calcutta industrialist and millionaire. 
Like Bajaj, he belongs to the Marwari community (Hindus 
traditionally of the occupation of money-lenders); like Bajaj, 
he resists socialist influence in Congress. Commonly it is 
assutned that Birla very conspicuously helps to finance Con¬ 
gress. The organisation could not live on its four anna sub- 
soriptions alone, and contributions-from Birla and his friends 
arc important. Birla, however, unlike Bajaj, is not a member 
of the Working Committee. 

I Pronounced to rhyme with ‘lullaby’, incidentally. 
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Three more members o£ the Working Committee, each in 
a special category, are the poetess Mrs. Sarojini Naiclu, the sol¬ 
dier Khan Abdtil GafTar Khan, and the lawyer Bhulabhai J. 
Desai. 

How can one possibly imprison Mrs. Naidu’s tremendous 
and aggressively radiant personality in a paragraph or two? 
One ol the great women of A.sia, she is a poetess, a revolu¬ 
tionary, a passionate worker lor Hindu-Moslem unity, an 
elociueni oralor in several tongues, a polilician, a soldier. 
For a time, when other members of the Working Committee 
were in jail in 1933, she w'as in charge of the civil disobe¬ 
dience movement. Mrs. Naiclu is an exceptionally dominant 
individual. The story is tliat, on one occasion, the police were 
terrified of having to arrest her, and she visited police station 
after police station demanding to be jailed; the police, once 
they had her in jail, dutifully took her advice on what to do 
next. 

But her arduous cai'eer has not masculinised her, Mrs. 
Naidu is a woman. She loves laughter. She loves her chil¬ 
dren, her friends. She is the gayest politician in India, and 
the first Indian hostess of the land. She likes to bring people 
together, and her salon in the Taj Mahal Hotel in Bombay is 
famous. 

Mrs. Naiclu was born in 1879 in Hyderabad, Deccan, of a 
distinguished Brahman family. Her fatlier was a Doctor of 
Science who went to Edinburgh University; her mother was 
a poetess of distinction, her husband a physician. She began 
writing poetry at the age of twelve, and next to Tagore she is 
the best known poet in India. She has travelled widely out 
of India, and is probably the most cosmopolitan of the Indian 
leaders. She was President of Congress in 1935. She worked 
for days on her inaugural speech—she hates to write her 
speeches out—and then decided that she could not be bound 
by a mere manusadpt and at the last moment delivered, 
extemporaneously, a different one. 

Once I asked Mrs, Naidu what made all the members of 
the Working Committee revolutionaries, what was the com¬ 
mon denominator between them. She answered that it was 
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because Indians were a subject people. She is a vibrant and 
emphatic nationalist. But she is other things too. She has 
worked forty years for the rights of women, against the abuses 
of purdah and child marriage, and for the intellectual and 
moral advance of India. 

‘The one sin,’ she wrote once, ‘is fear. . . . Wc are cowards 
by tompuLsion. . . . How shall I bring together the scattered, 
demoralised, and conflicting forces of the Indian people? If 
only I could destroy this patience of yours!’ 

Khan Abdul Gaflar Khan (‘Khan’ means chief, and most 
Pathans use the word at least once in their names) is the tall 
soldier from the North West Frontier who is leader of the Red 
Shirts, the Congress private army in the frontier area. Their 
shirts are not red to indicate political conviction, but because 
brick dust provides the cheapest local dye. Khan Abdul dilfers 
from Moulana Abul, the only other Moslem on the Working 
Cornmittce, considerably. Fle is a figitter, not a theologian; 
he is six feet six inches tall, and from head to heel a soldier, 
A devoted follower of the Mahatma, he is often called ‘the 
Frontier Gandhi’. His political importance is that he, a 
Moslem, has great prestige in the frontier region, and made 
the victory of Congress possible there; the North West Frontier 
Province is the only Moslem province with a Congress govern¬ 
ment. The prime minister. Dr. Khan Sahib, a doctor of 
medicine with an English wife, is his brother. Their grand¬ 
father, incidentally, fought in the Indian mutiny—on the 
British side. 

If deadlock should some day come between Nehru on the 
left and Patel on the right for supreme headship of Congress, 
Bhulabhai Desai might be a compromise choice as leader. 
He is in charge of Congress in the Central Legislature at 
Delhi, and thus is Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition in 
India; he will probably be the first federal prime minister of 
India, if Federation comes. Desai is a distinguished lawyer. 
Everyone refers to him by his first rather than his last name. 
He is a late-comcr to Congress, having been active in politics 
only since about 1932. He then joined Civil Disobedience 
and dutifully went to jail; the British considered him to be 
extremely respectable, however, and his confinement was not 
arduous. Desai is a Brahman, but his religious sentiments 
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are inconspicuous. He was boi'U in Gujcial. in 1877, his 
manner is suave and graceful, and Gandhi likes him. 

The Brahman Savonarola 

The prime minisler of Madras, though not at present a 
member of the Working Committee, is one of the half-dozen 
most important men in India. He bears the complicated 
name of Chakravarti Rajagopalacharia (in Sanskrit Chakra- 
varti means 'World Conr|ueror’I), which is quite a mouthful 
even for Indians; everywhere he is known simply as ‘C.R.’. 
Rajagopalacharia, born of a distinguished Brahman family 
about .sixty years ago, became a lawyer and then a politician; 
for twenty years he has been closer to Gandhi (whose son mar¬ 
ried his daughter, as I have noted) than any other man in 
India except possibly Patel and Nehru. Pie is unchallenged 
boss of Madras, and a dominant figure—very much to the 
right—in the party councils. 

Rajagopalacharia looks like Savonarola. Indeed he might 
have been, as Mrs. Naidu has said, a wonderful Renai.ssance 
prince or prelate. An accomplished dialectician, he is some¬ 
times called the ‘Tamil Mahatma’; the story is that at those 
supreme moments when even Gandhiji cannot devise a for¬ 
mula, C.R. is called in to invent one. His intellect is so 
subtle, so refined, so delicate, that one is tempted to ignore his 
capacities as an administrator, which are considerable. He 
could, like Rajendra Prasad, have reached any height in Bri¬ 
tish India; like so many other Indians, he gave up everything 
to follow Gandhi. 

C.R. is a fanatic about three things: the first is prohibition. 
As soon as he assumed office he introduced the first prohibition 
legislation in India; he turned his own home district dry— 
oddly enough it has the name Salem, redolent of other puri- 
tanism across the sea. Second, he believes in khadder and 
village spinning. Third, he wants economy in administra¬ 
tion, and has drastically cut provincial salaries. Rajagopala¬ 
charia is deeply religious, a fanatic Brahman, and a confirmed 
ascetic. He is probably the only man alive—except John 
Tunis, the American tennis expert—^who until last year had 
never seen a moving picture. Some friends prevailed upon 
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C.R. to go to a Mickey Mouse film. The great Brahman was 
bexvjlflered. 

Among other Congress prime ministers I have mentioned 
briefly Mr. Pant of the U.P. and Dr. Khan Sahib on the 
Frontier. One more who deserves a word is certainly Bal- 
ghanghader G. Kher, the prime minister of Bombay. He was 
a dark horse, little known before 1935: he became prime 
minister partly because o£ rivalry between two more conspi¬ 
cuous men for the post, and Mr. Gandhi took him as a com¬ 
promise candidate. He is an exceptionally modest man. The 
British governor of Bombay offered once to give him a large 
placard,'"‘I AM PRIME MINISTER OF BOMBAY PRESI¬ 
DENCY’ to hang in front of his bed, .so that he would see it 
on arising every morning and thus become more conscious 
of his importance, Kher, a Brahman, was a poor boy who— 
of all odd things—got ids education by reading to a blind man. 
His recot d in office has been excellent, though Bombay, like 
all the other provinces, has been crippled by lack of revenue. 
Tremendous programmes of social welfare and reform must 
await complete fiscal authority. Kher’s most prominent 
cabinet minister is the eminent and quick-spoken Gujerati 
scholar and lawyer, K. M. Munshi, who is in charge of law 
and order. 



CHAPTER XXVII 


THE WORLD OF THE GREAT PRINCES 

I N these Indian chapters so far we have been discussing 
British India. But there are two Indias. Unlike Gaul, 
India is divided into two parts. On the one hand there are 
the eleven provinces and various administrative districts of 
British India, ruled in the last analysis by the Viceroy and 
the India Office in London (which is responsible to the British 
parliament), but to which the machinery of democracy has 
come since the new Government of India Act in On 

the other hand there is the India of the native states, Princely 
India, which is totally a distinct and different matter. 

British India is, in a word, the three-fifths of India which 
the British, beginning with the East India Company, carved 
out of the great sub-continent by force of arms. It is the direct 
result of imperialism of a very direct sort. Princely India in 
a word is the two-fifths of India which the British did not 
choose to conquer by this means. They control it as indisput¬ 
ably as they control British India, but in a different manner, 
as ‘paramountcy’. The princes recognise the suzerainty of 
the British Crown, but in everything except foreign affairs 
they consider themselves autonomous. 

There are 562 princely or native states. Not being a part 
of British India, British law or laws made by Delhi do not 
affect them. They are not in the sphere of Provincial Au¬ 
tonomy. They have their own armies, governments, prime 
ministers, law courts, police; .some have their own customs, 
railways, postage, coinage. No British troops are allowed in 
princely territory; but conveniently the British have ‘enclaves’ 
at adjacent strategic points. The people in princely India arc 
not, technically speaking, even British subjects, though they 
need British passports if they travel outside India. British 
imperialism again shows its amazing elasticity. . . . Princes 
claim to be representatives of the original populations of 
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India. Some, like the Rajputs, had ancient and distinguished 
kingdoms; some were Maliratta invaders and marauders; some 
came with Islam. 

A word as to statistics. British India comprises roughly 
818,000 square miles, with a population of 256,534,000 by the 
1931 census, more than twice the population of the United 
States. This is 58.2 per cent of the area of All-India (exclud¬ 
ing certain tribal area,s), and 75.8 per cent, of the All-India 
population. Princely India covers 690,000 square miles 
(roughly 41.7 per cent of the All-India total), and contains 
about 80,000,000 people, which is about 23.6 per cent of the 
total population. Thus, whereas about two-lilths of India 
belongs to the princes, their peoples number less than one- 
quarter of the total population. 

The main characteristic of the princely states is that they 
are autocracies. They are anachronistic pools of absolutism 
in the modern world, and they control the lives and fortunes 
of 80,000,000 people. Slowly, stertorously, the route of 
democracy—however incomplete and hedged in with restric¬ 
tions—has advanced in British India. But whether a native 
state should relax its autocratic absolutism—or not—has been 
purely its own business. 

In most of the native states there is no habeas corpus. In 
only about forty is judicial authority separated from execu¬ 
tive authority. Only about forty out of 562 have High Courts; 
only about thirty have any so-called legislatures, and these are 
consultative in power, with nominated members in most 
cases. In some states newspapers are forbidden; in most the 
ruler has life and death powers over his subjects; in some the 
people may be bought and .sold like serfs. In most states the 
ruler, who may be recklessly extravagant, commands the entire 
state income. There are, it should be noted, a few—-a very few 
—‘good’ states, like Mysore and Travancore, where adminis¬ 
tration is in general as good as in British India, or better. But 
states like Mysore are exceptional. 

The anomaly, the paradox, between the law of Briti,sh India 
and the lack of law in the native states, became too glaring. 
It was impossible for fair-minded people to envisage the spec¬ 
tacle of three-fifths of India progressing towards self-govern¬ 
ment, no matter with what lurching interruptions, while 
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two-fiflhs remained purely feudal. It iras bad morals. It was 
bad politics. It ivas umvorkablc and archaic. 

Thus came the tremendous project of Federation. The 
Government of India Act is in two parts; the lirst set up Pro¬ 
vincial Autonomy in British India, as we know, the second 
proposes federation of British India with the princely states, 
in order to abolish the anomaly of tiro Indias, and to bring 
the princes and the provincial gotcrnincnts into a single 
federal structure. The British had several motives for this. 
We will discuss them later. The point to make now is that 
the project of Federation, or coalescence, is the biggest piob- 
lem of contemporary India. It is in fact one of the biggest— 
and most onerous and exacting—pioblcms in the world, 
that of trying to create a United India for the first time in 
centuries. 

And what manner of men are these princes, these maharajas, 
who now face the threshold of modern times? 

The Late Maharaja of Ahoar 

Last year a man died in Paris. His name was Alwar. More 
comjDletely, his name was Colonel His Highness Sewai Maharaj 
Shri Jey Singhji, G.C.S.L, G.C.I.E,, Maharaja of Alwar. He 
ruled a state in Rajputana, near Delhi, 3,158 square miles 
in extent (half the size of New Jersey), with a population 
of 750,000, and an annual income of 3,680,000 rupees 
£■252,«oo). He had an army of about 1,250 men, and a 
police force of 883. His salute was fifteen guns. 

This Maharaja of Alwar was one of the most extraordinary 
human beings of recent times. He was a little bit of a saint; 
and a good deal of a sadist. He was double-natured to an 
amazing degree, combining extreme purity of motive with 
the most savage cruelty. Fie was like a prince in sixteenth- 
century Italy: crazy, cruel, brilliant, devious, and indescrib¬ 
ably arrogant, a bizarre creature of pride and vice. 

Fie could not bear that anyone should touch him. Once at 
dinner a lady, admiring a ruby on his finger, asked to inspect 
it. Promptly he took the ring off and gave it to her. She 
handed it back. He gave the ruby to the servant behind him, 
with the words, ‘Wash it.’ 

But this was an unusual occurrence, because as a rule 
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the Maharaja of Alwar wore gloves in company. One story 
is that, when he was about to be receiver! at Buckingham 
Palace, the court chamberlains were paralysed with embarrass¬ 
ment, because they knew that Alwar never took his gloves off, 
and also that the late King George V had said that he would 
not shake hands with ‘that man’ with his gloves on. Until 
the last possible moment, as he advanced, Ahvar kept his 
hands concealed—and all the servants in suspense. Then, 
with an arrogant gesture, he did condescend to expose his 
right hand. 

Alwar had a savage sense of humour. On a trip he got word 
that his ‘guru’, or spiritual adviser, had died at home. Alwar 
wanted to see him again, and ordered the body to be pickled 
in spirits until his return. 

He was insanely pioud. He once telegraphed a friend that 
he could not keep an appointment in Bombay because he had 
not missed his train, but his ‘special train’. As if a man could 
miss a special traini The point was that his credit was 
exhausted, and the railway people would not give him any 
more special trains. 

He spent a very considerable share of the state I'cvcnues on 
himself. For some years he blocked stubbornly an attempt 
by the British to push a road through his territory which 
would link Delhi and Jaipur by a direct route. He protested 
that the road wotild spoil his tigersi He would order ditches 
dug across the new road every night to obstruct it. 

He is a wonderful shot. Thi.s, however, did not assuage 
the feelings of native women, his subjects, when he took their 
living babies for bait at tiger shoots. He would say calmly that 
they should not worry, he was sure to get the tiger before the 
tiger got the baby. 

Sometimes, to improve shooting, he would remove, tear up, 
eradicate, destroy whole villages, and let the people roam away 
to starve. 

He constantly quarrelled with the British in his capital. 
One British official pleaded witli him not to be ‘vindictive’. It 
was the word of rebuke the Englishman always chose. One 
day he came to see Alwar; he was in a horrified rage. Before 
he could say anything, Alwar walked to the writing table, 
scribbled on it, and said, ’I kHQW what you are going to say. 1 


■'If 
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will write what you arc going to say.’ And he handed 
the official a piece ol’ paper scrawled with the word ‘vindictive’. 

What yVlwar had done was to take a pony which had dis¬ 
appointed him in a polo match, pour petrol over it, and set it 
afire, alive. 

Finally the British deposed Alwar. In extreme cases, the 
government of India will ‘extern’ an eirant prince. But only 
half a dozen have been so exierned in recent years, and usually 
it is for a political, not a pcnsonal, ollence. The British 
eliminate a maharaja only witli extreme reluctance, and as a 
rule only if the ruler gets ])olitirally unruly. Alwar might 
have gone on murdering polo ponies for yeat's. But he was 
considered politically ‘unreliable’. Also part of his realm had 
risen in revolt. 

Alwar died in Paths in exile. His body was shipped home 
to India, embalmed by a special process so that the corpse 
might be properly exhibited. He wished this. He was carried 
through the streets of his capital, his dead face haughty, dressed 
in his most blazing uniform, his jewels resplendent—and with 
sunglasses to ‘protect’ his eyes! And some of the Alwar citi¬ 
zenry lined the streets, watched the grisly procession, bowed 
to the ground as they did when the ruler passed in life, groaned, 
and wept. 

A Bouquet of Princes 

Alwar was not typical. There are maharajas of many 
groups and breeds. Indeed it is almost impossible to generalise 
about them. There are maharajas of subtle and sophisticated 
intelligence, like the late Gaekwar of Baroda, and men of the 
highest morality, like the Maharaja of Mysore; there are others 
in the Central Indian Agency who are literally savages. There 
are maharajas with rubies on their toes worth £30,000; there 
are others whose annual income is only a few rupees. 

Their names and titles are fantastic, like the Jam of Nawa- 
nagar or the Wali of Swat. To address the Maharaja of 
Patiala correctly, one has to insert somewhere in the name, 
which is elephantine in length anyway, the word ‘Sri’ (lord) 
108 times. To shorten the process (I am cutting out innumer¬ 
able sub-names), the Maharaja of Patiala is called simply 
Lieutenant-General His Highness Farzand-i-Khas-i-Daudat-i- 
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Inglihhia Sri 108 Maliarajaclhiraj Mohinder Bahadur. The 
‘108’ goes in like an algebraic device. 

Some maharajas in Rajputana belong to the ‘Solar’ or 
‘Lunar’ branches ol Rajputs; sonic derive Irom the Abbasid 
caliphs ol Bagdad; one, Jaisalmer, claims descent literally Ironi 
Krishna, the Hindu god. One maharaja, the ruler ol Aundh, 
has written a book on physical culture; another, Rewa, aged 
only thirty-four, asserts that he has already shot 500 tigers. 
Several rulers, like Vadia, enforce prohibition in their states; 
others have consumed more than a normal budget of cham¬ 
pagne. In one slate the chief justice was also chief inspector 
of dancing girls. 

One maharaja, young Gooch Behar, went to Harrow’ and 
Trinity College, Cambridge; several have never been to school 
at all. One maharaja, Ihrangadhra, has married five times, 
and one, who shall be nameless, has at least one hundred chil¬ 
dren; others arc as ascetic as Mysore or frugal as Hyderabad. 
One maharaja, Rajpipla, won the Derby in 1934 with Wind¬ 
sor Lad; one, Indore, lost the throne over the alfair of 
Mumtaz Begum, a dancing girl; one, Gondal, is an M.D. 
from Edinburgh and has written a history of Aryan medical 
science. 

Sometimes the language of maharajas is flowery. One, 
Balasinor, belongs to people ‘famous not for their kingly 
pomp, dignity, and splendour, but for their luxuriance of 
benevolence, and exuberance of magnificence’. Sometimes 
floweriness in speech is all they have. Some maharajas are as 
poor as others are inordinately and fantastically rich. Hyder¬ 
abad is enormous, but Banka has an area of five square miles. 
Consider Amrapur, population 407, area two square miles; 
Bihora, population 266, area 1.75 square miles; and Bilbari, 
population twenty-seven, area 1.65 square miles. The annual 
revenue nf Bilbari is solemnly given as eighty rupees (£6). 

The princes have, and have had for more than fifteen years, 
a sort of trade union. It is called the Chamber of Princes; 
every maltaraja with a salute ol eleven guns or more is a 
member with one vote; 127 states with fewer guns share 
twelve other votes. In recent years the chancellorship has 
more or less alternated between Maharajas of Patiala and of 

* And sat at Jawaharlal Nehru’s old desk! 
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Bikaner. The Chamber does not do too much. Most mem¬ 
bers arc jealous of their comrades, and states like Mysore and 
Hyderabad participate little. It has no legislative powers. 

The thing the maharajas are proudest oC are not their 
jewels, not their harems, not their medieval splendour (if they 
can allorcl splendour), but their guns. Take a gun aw'ay from 
a maharaja; it means more than losing an arm. Sometimes 
people suggest that giving certain princes more guns would 
be a convenient form of bribery. But it wouldn’t work. The 
gun structure is more complex, more zealously guarded, than 
the hierarchy of Burke’s peerage. Some states, like Jaipur 
and Jodhpur, are, the British admit, ‘undergunned’, but to 
step them up would cause no end of trouble. 

The maharajas with guns are .so sensitive about them be¬ 
cause they are a symbol of sovereignty; the British raj salutes 
them thus. The guns make a considerable racket. When 
the Chamber of Princes meets in Delhi, and eacli prince gets 
his salute on arrival at the railway station, the noise is cata¬ 
clysmic. The princes, like children, adore this. The rule is 
that no salutes are fired on Sunday. Some princes wait in 
their royal trains all day Sunday, if they arrive that day, so 
that the proper salutes may be fired Monday morning. 

One hunclrcd and forty-nine of the sfia states have guns. 
The others are condemned to silence. There are only five 
twenty-one-gun states; these are the lush states, the states with 
biceps and heavy shoulders. They are Hyderabad, Mysore, 
Baroda, Kashmir, Gwalior. There are six nineteen-gun states 
—Kalat, Indore, Bhopal, Kholapur, Travancore, and Udai¬ 
pur. And there are twelve with seventeen guns—Rewa, 
Cochin, Patiala, Bahawalpur, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bunch, Bika¬ 
ner, Kotah, Bharatpur, Tonk, and Kutch. 

The British control the princely states through an organ¬ 
ism known as the Political Department. This is the branch 
of the Delhi government, responsible directly to the Viceroy, 
which appoints the British Residents and Agents-General 
scattered throughout princely India. Not every state has a 
British resident; for instance, the Maharaja of Bikaner is per¬ 
mitted to rule without one. Several states, like Jaipur and 
Jodhpur, share one resident; the smaller states are grouped 
together into agencies, and one British agent-general may have 
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thirty or forty different states to handle. The residents in the 
twenty-onc-gun states are usually distinguished members of 
the Indian Ciril Service who are near retirement but have 
missed becoming governors of provinces in British India, the 
supreme job. They get Mysore or Hyderabad as compen¬ 
sation. 

Often it is said that the British residents directly rule the 
states. The generalisation is too broad. Circumstances vary. 
The ordinary maharaja takes care to be on good terms with 
the Resident, and as a rule sees eye to eye with him. Resi¬ 
dents seldom have to dictate to maharajas. All the states 
admit the sovereignty of the British Crown, but the Resident 
seldom interferes with internal administration. 'The most 
important part of a Resident’s job,’ I heard it said, ‘is rvhat he 
doesn’t do.’ In the event of grave crisis, of course the British 
raj can do anything it likes. 

Almost every maharaja has, if not a complete cabinet, a 
prime minister, the Dewan. The maharaja may himself be the 
head of the cabinet council, in which case the Dewan becomes 
vice-president; in most cases the Dewan, whatever his ofhcial 
title, does the work. These Dewans are a curious phenome¬ 
non. They arc chosen from any part of India and from any 
profession, though most of them are lawyers; they are not 
necessarily citizens of the states they administer; often they 
circulate, serving several states in succession, as a kind of 
special caste of itinerant prime ministers. Some are excep¬ 
tionally able and distinguished men. As a rule a mahai'aja 
choosing a Dewan consults the Political Department as to 
the talent available, and—as a rule but not always—consent 
of the Political Department is necessary before an appointment 
takes effect. 

Now, an illuminating point, some twenty Dewans are not 
Indians but British. These are usually retired members of 
the Indian Civil Service who are offered private jobs with 
maharajas and who accept; they are—I mean no offence— 
political mercenaries. They have no formal or official re¬ 
lation with British India; they owe sole allegiance to the 
native state that employs them. Jaipur, Jodhpur, Cooch 
Behar, Bundi, Tonk, Kapurthala, are among important 
states with British Dewans. The only «i-gun state ever to 
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have a BiitLsh Dcwan was Kashmir. In addition many states, 
like Hyderabad and Rampur, employ British experts as 
finance ministers; many choose British retired colonels as 
military advisers, like Jaipur; several, like Mysore, appoint 
retired Bril ish judges as justices of their High Court. 

The Political Department, it goes without saying, knows 
evcrytliing it needs to know about every maharaja. There 
are secret files and dossiers. 

The Nizam of Hyderabad 

Plyderabad is the premier Indian state. It is a solid block 
of territory in the centre of India, with a population of 
i.j-,500,000, an area of 83,698 square miles (as big as Kansas, 
almost as big as England and Wales), and an annual revenue 
of 85,000,000 rupees. Its ruler, the Nizam, is the only Indian 
potentate entitled to be called His ‘Exalted’ I-Iighne.ss. He 
was born in i886, and is a slight, shy, strange, and cultivated 
man. 

H.E.H. the Nizam of Hyderabad is poptilarly reputed to be 
the richest man in the world, though the Emperor of Ja].)an 
would outrank him by some standards. No one can estimate 
the amount of his fortune accurately, but competent guesses 
put his annual income at £10,000,000, his fortune in gold bars 
at £^0,000,000, his collection of jewellery at no less than 
£400,000,000. 

The Nizam often writes poems in Persian; recently he broke 
into print in English with a Christmas lyric: 

Blest in his birth, the son of Miriam came, 

Heaven’,s secret—and man’s glory at its height! 

Auspicious fate ! the Magic of his name, 

Fills votaries’ hearts with love, their eyes with light. 

Auspicious hour that to the Temple brought 
The living Word, the Messenger ordained, 

As though the breath of Morn life’s garden sought 
And Rose and Nightingale in love enchained! 

Spring blew its breath into the crystal bowl, 

To give a brighter colour to the Wine; 

J And that December for the Woidd’s dead soul 
Held in the Cup of life a draught divine! 
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Osman! He came as Prophet and as Guide 
To lead the Nations in the Righteous Way. 

The Faith was firmly planted ere he died, 

His destined task completed in his day. 

Reprinted from the Madras Mail. 

The Nizam is a Moslem ol distinguished lineage; under the 
ruling clique of Moslem landlords and aristocrats, however, 
the people arc ninety per cent Hindus. This makes the chief 
political issue in Plyderabad. The wives of the Nizam’s two 
sons are cousins; one is a daughter, one a niece, of the last 
Sultan of Turkey. No Nizam, incidentally, has ever left India. 

Tlic Nizam is fortunate in that his Dewan or prime minister 
is quite possibly the most distinguished Indian politician out¬ 
side Congress, seventy-year-old Sir Akbar Hydari. Born in 
Bombay of a good but not rich Moslem family, Hydari had a 
brilliant scholastic career, then entered the Indian Audit and 
Accountancy Service, which in those days xvas the only im¬ 
perial service in which Indians had much chance. He rose 
quickly, went to Hyderabad, and became finance minister to 
the former Nizam, though the British resented his appoint¬ 
ment. He was considered too able, too independent; he did 
not get a knighthood till 1928. Now, however, the British 
admire him, and recognise the great role he may play with 
the advent of Federation; he is one of the very few Indians who 
is a Privy Councillor. His sou, a civil servant, is married to a 
Swedish lady. A great humanist, Flydari is proud of two 
achievements; he founded the Osmania University in Hydera¬ 
bad, and he was largely responsible for the restoration of the 
incomparable Ajanta caves. Pavlova once created and named 
a dance for him. 

The Nizam has been supposed to be somewhat cool to the 
idea of Federation, because he knows that inevitably it will 
produce some democratisation of his domain; an era will end, 
and neit her Hyderabad nor any state will be quite the auto¬ 
cracy it was. But Akbar Flydari, of all the Dewans of India, 
is the one who favours Federation most. 

The State of Mysore 

Mysore, in the deep south, with almost as many people as 
Belgium or the City of New York, is called a model state. In 
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education, public health, electrification of villages, irrigation, 
industrialisalion, it has accompllshmcrus (hal British India 
might emulate. Two remarkable men arc largely rc.spon,sible 
for this, the Maharaja of Mysore and his prime minister, Sir 
Mirza Ismail. 

The Maharaja is an absolutist, but his autocracy no more 
resembles that of princes like the late Maharajas of Alwar or 
Paliala than tea rc,scmblcs ink. They have a generic relation¬ 
ship; that is all. My.sore is one of the saintlicst men in India. 
He has no vices, no interest in the life of the flesh; he lives 
remotely in his palace, a recluse and an ascetic; he spends 
each week-end in prayer and meditation. Almost uniquely 
among maharajas, he lives on a civil list, with his personal 
moneys separate from State funds. He has a Moslem Dewan, 
a British private secretary, and a Christian aide-de-camp. 

The Maharaja of My.sore takes Hinduism, his religion, with 
extreme seriousness, though he is not a Brahman. For many 
years he refused to leave India, because orthodox Hindus lose 
caste by crossing water; in 1936, however, he made his first 
trip to Europe. The Maharaja travels always in a special train 
to avoid pollution; the story is that he bathes, to remove pollu¬ 
tion, even after receiving such a foreigner as the British Resi¬ 
dent. On the other hand, once he got to London he M’cnt 
about almost as an ordinary tourist, insisting with alacrity on 
seeing everything. Recently he made a pilgrimage to Tibet. 

Sir Mirz.a Ismail, his Dewan, is a shrewd, industrious, 
highly competent administrator who knows every stick and 
stone in Mysore, who looks under the carpets in public 
buildings to see if any dust is there, who is a kind of super- 
eflidency expert for the whole state. He is a Mohammedan, 
whose family came from Pci'sia three generations ago; his 
father was an A.D.C. to the Mahaiaija’s father, and he and the 
present Maharaja grew up together; they have been friends 
for forty years. Ismail has a passion for neatness, for precision, 
He has considerable political scn.se, and keeps in touch with 
everything;' he wants to industrialise Mysore by sound en- 

1 He subscribes to the New York Times, llie Books supplement of the New 
York Herald Tribune, the New York Nation (to tell him about the Left), 
the Chicago Tribune (‘to get the point of view of the Middle West!’ he told 
me), the Reader's Digest, and of course all the Jlritish political periodicals. 
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gineering methods. He and Gandhi are good friends, though 
he docs not get on with Nehru. 

Sir Mir/a’s family only recently came out of purdah. He 
has strong instincts for public ser\irc, and his son, too, recently 
betaruc a Dewan—the youngest in India-^in the small state 
ol Banganapalle, near Madras. Ismail has influenced and 
trained several toung nraharajas elsewhere; tire rulers of both 
Travancore and Gwalior, for instance, arc his proteges. His 
salary is modest considering his job—5,000 rupees per month, 

or £370- 

Ismail is an emphatic proponent of Federation. He thinks 
princes who oppose if are foolishly obscurantist, since Federa¬ 
tion will turn out to be a kind of insurance for their survival. 
But he wants a quid pro quo for My.sore’s entry to the federal 
scheme. It is in two parts, (a) removal of the British garrison 
from the vicinity of Bangalore, (b) reduction in the ‘tribute’ 
which Mysore pays the British raj. 

The Congress has recently renewed political agitation in 
most of the princely states, especially the advanced ones like 
Mysore. This is, of coiinse, so that Congress will have a good 
foothold when—or if—Federation comes, and in order to exert 
pressure on the maharajas. Most of the pirincely authorities 
have vigorously opposed .such agitation. Congress has been 
declared illegal in Hyderabad and Travancore, andlate in 193S 
demonstrations tvere put down with serious bloodshed in 
.several states. 

T ravail core 

This-—if you forget its opposition to Congress—is one of 
the most progressive states in India. Like Mysore, it is run 
by an exceptionally competent Dewan, Sir C. P. Ramaswarai 
Aiyer. Aiyer tvas for a long time a Congressman, who once 
worked closely with Nehru; he left Congress, had a scholarly 
career at the bar, went to London with the Round Table 
Conference, xvrotc a constitution for Kashmir, and for a time 
was an acting cabinet minister in Delhi. In 1936 he entered 
the service of the youthful Maharaja of Travancore. The 
stale has the best literacy rate in India—forty-one per cent—■ 
and has had a legislative council .since 1888. 

One reason why both Mysore and Travancore have had such 
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good administrations—though one must keep in mind that, 
like all the states, they are autocracies—is that each was ruled 
for long years by a very exceptional woman. Before the 
pi-esent Maharaja of Mysore began to rule, his mother was 
Regent for ten years, and a tvise old woman she was; similarly 
Travancore had a decade of regency under the present 
Maharaja’s able mother. Incidentally in Travancore and 
other regions in the extreme south, like the Malabar Coast, 
inheritance is not from father to son but from uncle to nephew; 
society is matriarchal, and succession—in the matter of ordin¬ 
ary property rights and inheritance as well as princely rule—- 
is through a woman. 

Travancore became famous in 1936 for opening its temples 
to the Untouchables. This was an unprecedented step, parti¬ 
cularly notable because Travanc.ore like the rest of Southern 
India was a hotbed, a citadel, of extreme religious conserva¬ 
tism. The youthful Maharaja, on Aiycr’s advice, decided 
nevertheless to give the miserable Untouchables the right to 
pray. The sensation was considerable. At least one political 
reason led to the decision, namely that Untouchables were 
turning Christian by the thousand, and joining the large 
Christian population of Travancore (mostly agricultural 
woi'kers descended from Syrian sc'ttlers) to make political 
agitation. A proposal was on the books to enlarge the Travan¬ 
core legislature with a new suffrage law. The Untouchables 
and Christians started a boycott which took an anti-maharaja 
tinge. This frightened the dominant Brahmans. The reform 
has also been useful in that Untouchables from all parts of 
India have poured into Travancore, in order to pray, which 
has increased tourist revenue. 

The near-by state of Cochin early in 1938 initiated a con¬ 
siderable political reform, creation of a ministry actually res¬ 
ponsible to a legislature. This shows how the democratic 
wind is blowing in the native states. A nephew of a former 
maharaja of Cochin recently resigned from the ruling house, 
joined Congress, and became a CongTe.ss organiser. 

Kashmir and the Former Mr. A. 

In considerable contrast to My.sore and Hyderabad is the 
third of the great twenty-onc-gun states, Kashmir in the far 
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north. Its complexion is the reverse ol Hyderabad’s, since it is 
a ninety-two per cent Moslem state ruled by an infinitesimal 
Hindu oligarchy. It is bigger tlian Hyderabad (85,885 stjuare 
miles), but its pojiulatioii, 3,(146,000, is much less. The 
Maharaja, born in 1895, faced severe internal discontent which 
grew into an armed uprising in 1933. A commission of 
inquiry headed by the present head of the Political Depart¬ 
ment, Sir Bertrand Glancy, reported on a number of griev¬ 
ances and suggested reforms. For instance Kashmir has 1,990 
villages, but only 843 primary schools; there were complaints 
of forced labour for the benefit of the state; widespread corrup¬ 
tion was found in (he police and other administrative officials. 
Kashmir is one of the backward states of India. The Hindu 
oligarchy demands the strictest observance of religious prin¬ 
ciples, though the population isovcrwliclmingly Moslem. And 
the Moslems don’t like it tliat tlicy have to go to jail for seven 
years if they kill a cow. 

The Maharaja of Kashmir and Jammu is named Sir Hari 
Singh. In 1935 in London, as ‘Nlr. A.’, he was the central 
figure and victim in a celebrated £300,000 blackmail case. In 
court Sir John Simon called him ‘a poor, green, shivering, 
abject wretch’. 

The Three Mahratla Stales 

Baroda is one of the great states. The venerable Gaekwar, 

> its ruler for sixty-three years, a.sccndcd the throne as a boy of 
thirteen; this was in 18(75, helorc Queen Victoria became 
Empress of India. For many years Baroda was probably the 
most modern and progressive native stale, but lately others 
have been catching up, especially since the Gaekwar was too 
old to pay close atteniion to administration. Baroda is rich, 
it faces the sea, and its [leoplc arc hard-working and lively 
Gujeratis and Mahratlas. It is (he scene of much of Louis 
Bromfield’s novel. The Rains Came. The Gaekwar died in 
January 1939. 

FIc was an extraordinarily compelling old man—and with 
an extraordinarily compelling olcl consort—who was the son 
of a poor shepherd; nevertheless, he was adjudged the right¬ 
ful successor to the previous maharaja. He got into trouble 
at the 1913' Durbar by not bowing low enough to King\ 
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George V. Beyond dispute one ol the ablest men in India, 
he was also popular and resjjccted elsewhere. lie was the lirst 
native ruler, be il said to his honour, to introduce Irec and 
compuLsoiy piiniary education in his realm. He had a 
jewelled sword woith /jado.ooo. 

The ruler ol the near-by state Gwalior, also a twenty-one- 
gun state, is a young man of twenty-two, very much dominated 
by his mother. He is one of the richest men in India, and his 
army i.s stippo.scd to be the be.st native force. He has a British 
finance niinislcr. He is unmarried. The story is that in 1937 
he set out with a retinue of 5,000 to pay court to a lady in 
Bengal, the sister of the Maharaja of 'I'ripura; his mother dis¬ 
approved of the match and went on hunger strike until it was 
called ofl. Gwalior is one oi the states advanced enough to 
encourage civil aviation, which till recently has been back¬ 
ward in India; like Indore and Bhopal, it helps to sub¬ 
sidise the new Tata air .service. Gwalior has 3,500,000 
people. 

Indore, a ninctccii-gtm state, is also ruled by descendants 
of the Mahratla conquerors. The Maharaja, born in 1908, 
went to Christ Church, Oxford, and was invested with ruling 
powers in ^ 930 following the abdication ol his father. Indore 
i.s one of the progressive states; recently it followed Travan- 
core to give temple entry to the Untouchable.s. I’he army 
head is Briti.sh. Indore’s father, the jircvious Maharaja, left 
India and married an Atnerican, Nancy Miller, following the 
Mumtaz Begum all'air. Mumtaz was one of his dancing girls; 
she was abducted by a rich and madly infatuated Bombay 
merchant, Bawla by name; whereupon some of the Malia- 
raja’s retainers followed her to Bombay and tmtrdercd 
Bawla.' 

Patiala, Bikaner, Others 

One of the grimmest and mOvSt backward states, until 
recently at least, was Patiala. If the Nizam of Hyderabad is 
known as His Exalted Highness, the old Maharaja of Patiala 
was called His ‘Exhausted’ Highness. He had a prodigious 
harem, and a considerable part of his activity was the acqui.si- 

^ Early in 1939 the young Maharaja also married an American, a lady 
who had been his daughter’s nurse. 



THE WORLD OF THE GREAT PRINCES 50I 

tion of young ladies to freshen it. In 1930 an organisation 
known as ‘Patiala Enquii'y Committee’, appointed by the 
Indian Slates Peoples Conference, wrote a long report charg¬ 
ing the old Maharaja with most of the crimes and sins in the 
calendar, from lechery to murder. He was said to have spent 
sixty per cent of tlic state income on himself, and to have had 
3,500 servants. I’he old man had a special title—‘Favourite 
Son of the P>ritish Empire ’—and was an A.D.C. to the King- 
Emperor.' He was suspicious of the Federation idea, and 
hired the eminent lawyer Bulhabai Desai to give his legal 
opinion of the scheme; Desai told him that it was probably 
the best he could expect. Old Patiala died in 1938. 

Patiala is the premier Sikh state. Of its 1,625,520 people 
the males never cut their beard or hair. For many years it 
was as completely repressive an autocracy as India could show. 
Recently a committee was appointed to set up a conslitutional 
assembly, but it was announced that the sovereign would have 
the right of veto over any acts of the legislature. In Patiala's 
capital, according to Sir William Barton, are dog kennels of 
unrivalled splendour. For the ninety-five royal dogs three 
English trainers are provided; (he dog hospital has three 
wards and an operating theatre, which ‘put to shame’ military 
hospitals in the rest of India. The kennels are ‘spccklessly 
clean, with tiled walls and electric light’. Tiled walls and elec¬ 
tric light are not, however, among the ornaments of civilisa¬ 
tion which have yet reached the human beings of Patiala’s 
realm. 

Probably the most ‘typical’ maharaja, the perfect picture 
of proud and glittering regality, is Bikaner. This tremendous 
fellow, born in 1880, has been on his throne since 1887, and 
celebrated his golden jubilee last year. Always very close to 
England, during the Munich crisis of September 1938 he was 
the first Indian potentate to offer his services to the British 
Crown. By November 8, 1938,98 out of 562 princes had clone 
likewise. Flandsomc, despotic, magnificent, the Maharaja of 
Bikaner is a complete autocrat, with no nonsense about 

^ British morals are vei'y odd. No one objected to Patiala’s fondness for 
hosts of Indian women. But if a maharaja takes a foreign mistress, the 
British ate extremely severe, and do not receive her ofEcially. 
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cabinets or legislatures, but he has tempered aulocracy with a 
good deal o£ practical benevolence; his state is well run. It 
is largely his creation, in that before his reign, with only seven¬ 
teen guns, it was not considered one of the two or three which 
really count. Bikaner was one of the fathers of the Federa¬ 
tion idea, but now has cooled to it. Thii scheme is not quite 
the Federation he had counted on. 

Tragedy dimmed tlic later years of the Maharaja of Bikaner 
as it did those of the Emperor Franz Josef of Austria; his 
favourite son was found shot, together with his A.D.C., in cir¬ 
cumstances which like the Mayerling tragedy in Austria have 
never been fully explained. The Maharaja has a very large 
harem, and his wives are in the strictest kind of purdah. A 
visitor may see the harem building outside, humming with 
activity and full of lights; no one can get in. Not even the 
British Vicereine, visiting Bikaner on a state visit, has met any 
of the waves. Bikaner’s present heir, a plump young man, is 
one of the first shots in India. 

The Rajput states are fa.scinating. They are in the w^est 
of India, and arc strongly Hindu. Udaipur, with its enchant¬ 
ing capital built on glimmering lakes, considers itself the 
senior Rajput state, a title to which Bikaner jealously objects; 
but Udaipur has not the political importance of Bikatter. 
According to legend there is a ‘curse’ on the house of Udaipur, 
and no eldest son except the present one has ever inherited 
rule. Many centuries ago the Maharana of Udaipur had a 
beautiful daughter; tfie rulers of near-by Jaipur and Jodhpur 
paid court to her. They invaded the Udaipur realm w'hen 
both suits were rejected, determined to win her; the Udaipur 
ruler then solved the dilemma and escaped from invasion by 
the simple expedient of murdering the young lady. She was 
forced to walk through fire. Then her true beloved laid the 
curse on the house. . . . The present Maharana (w'hich is 
supposed to be a ‘higher’ title than Maharaja) of Udaipur is 
an invalid, 

Jaipur, another great Rajput stale, is ruled by an attractive 
lad who is quite possibly the best polo player in the world. 
He inserts the word ‘Sawai’ before his name; this means ‘one- 
and-a-quarter’, since the Jaipur tradition is that the ruler is 
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not merely a maharaja, but a maharaja and one fourth.' 
Underneath each loyal flag in Jaipur city, built of beautiful 
pink stone, is a little flag, one quarter the .size of the big one, to 
denote this twenty-five per cent bulge on rivals. Jaipur is sup¬ 
posed to be descended Irom the sun, like the Emperor of Japan. 
In iact he was actually an adopted son of the previous Maha¬ 
raja, who was frightened by a soothsayer who told him that he 
would lose the throne if any legitimate son reached maturity. 

The administration of Jaipur is excellent, under a first-class 
British Dewan, Colonel Sir H. Beauchamp St. John. The 
state is feudal in economic organisation, and the big political 
issue is attempt by the Tliaknrs or great landowners to retain 
their power. The Maharaja will no longer send police to help 
the Thakurs colled their rents, which makes them angry. 
Jaipur is a citadel of intense tfinduism; recently the Brahmans 
stirred up an uriplca.sant riot because some Untouchables 
dared to have a banquet with their food cooked in butter. The 
penalty for killing a peacock in Jaipur, even accidentally, is 
six months in jail. 

A farnilar problem of intelligently run states like Jaipur 
is lack of men. The British make every effort to get order 
into things, to find good men who can be built up into an 
administrative cadre. One reason why Jaipur and Jodhpur 
are in good condition is that the rulers had long minorities. 
The British like this; it gives (hem opportunity to spend some 
years in training the potentates and their officials in respon¬ 
sibility. 

An interesting state is Bhopal, ruled by a young Moslem, 
the Nawab Sir Mohammed Hamidullah Khan. Until 1936, 
Bhopal had been governed for eighty years by a line of able 
Moslem women; four of them—a unique occurrence in India 
—took the throne in succe.ssion. Then in 1956 the reigning 
lady abdicated in favour of her third son, the present ruler, 
whom she had trained as her secretary. Abdication was 
necessary because, had she died, the .succession would have 
gone to a nephew by another son, whom she thought, not to 

^ Incidentally, both Jaipur and his neighbour Jodhpur detested Alwar 
whom they refused to call with the title ‘Highness’, So Alwar added the 
word ‘God’ to his name! 
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be capable. Young Bhopal is a conscientious and accessible 
ruler, Every day he walks alone down the palace avenue, 
slowly, and any person may approach and address him; at 
the same time his consort, the Begum, receives any Moslem 
woman who wi.shes to talk to her. 

Federation Versus Congress 

We now come to the attitude of the princes to the project 
that will determine their future, namely Federation. 

That they will lose a good deal by Federation goes without 
saying. First, though they may maintain their legal status as 
separate entities, they are bound to be berelt of some sove¬ 
reignty. The laws of the new Central Legislature will, for 
the lirsi time, extend to princely India. 

Second, they may lose a number of special privileges. 
Federation will be a myth or a joke if states are permitted to 
retain such ornaments to ‘national’ dignity as their own 
postage stamps and coins. 

Third, some of them will suffer severe financial losses. 
Many states have their own customs regimes; about twenty 
per cent of the state revenues of Jaipur, to take one example, 
come from import tariffs. Yet internal tarills must di.sappcar 
if Federation is to be more than a fiction. As the Government 
of India Act is now drawn, the native stales will not be subject 
to federal income tax, but other Biitish Indian taxes, notably 
a corporation tax, will hit them. 

Fourth, most of the states think they will lose what is more 
important to a despot than rubies, namely, prestige. They 
feel that ‘they will become pawns in a British game to set off 
the radicalism of British India’. 

On the other hand, the native states are bound to derive 
certain comsiderable advantages from Federation. 

First, at least when the project was first broached, the 
princes thought that it might release them from the occasion¬ 
ally onerous demands of the Political Department. They 
would, they thought, be partners in a free union, not va.ssals 
of the Government of India. 

Second, while Federation would tend to reduce certain of 
thoir.rights, it would also be a fixed and final guarantee that 
the slates should survive as separate organisms. The princes 
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would be surrendering minor privileges in return for per¬ 
manent security against demands by Congress to abolish them. 

Third, Federation as envisaged at present gives the princes 
stronger representation in the Central Legislature than their 
numerical proportion justifies. 

In curious fact. Federation was first suggested by the 
princes themselves. Two dewans, one of Bhopal, the other of 
Bikaner, were (he fatliers of the idea, together with the gi'eat 
Allahabad lawyer Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. The project was 
presented suddenly by the maharajas at the first Round Table 
Conference in 1931, partly to British surprise; London didn’t 
think the princes were ready for such an evolution. The 
British then seized the chance to push it. 

The present situation i.s that the federal provisions of the 
1935 Act arc not yet in force. ‘Instruments of accession’ have 
been several times prepared and early in 1939 a final draft 
was .submitted to the various princes; each instrument differs 
according to the special treaty rights and privileges of each 
state. It ha.s been an extraordinarily complicated legal job 
to draw them up, 563 in all. Most observers think Federa¬ 
tion will finally come in 19.10 or 1941. 

Federation goes into effect as soon as states compri.sing 
fifty-one ]icr cent of tlic total population of princely India sign 
the instruments of accession. Thus if Hyderabad, Mysore, 
Kashmir, Barocla, and a few more of the big states signify their 
consent, tlic others must follow or be left out in an unpredict¬ 
able cold. What is going on now is a process of blackmail 
and bickering. The princes want concessions and special 
favours as a price for signing up. But if Federation were 
merely a matter of the British and the princes, it could come 
into force to-morrow. There is a third great factor to con¬ 
sider—-the Indian National Congress. 

The Congress is a split on some issues. On one issue it is 
unanimous and solid—opposition to Federation. It opposes 
it—at least this scheme of Federation—for a variety of 
reasons: 

First, coming into force of Federation would set the seal 
on the whole Government of India Act, many provisions of 
which Congress still bitterly opposes, for instance the A^ice- 
roy’s right of veto and his reserved powers on matters like 
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Defence and Foreign Affairs. Federation would serve to 
‘freeze’ (he present situation. 

Second, Congress claims that Federation is simply a device 
whereby the British procure a conservative, anti-national 
majority in the Central Legislature for many years. The 
princely delegates, it is pi'esumcd, will vote Muth the British. 
The British arc using the princes, the Congress feels, as their 
bulwark against the Indian people. 

Third, the princes have too much representation in the 
projected new legislature. They represent only one-quarter 
of the population of All-India, but they are given in'], seats 
in the projected Council of State, as against 156 for the rest 
of India, and 125 in the projected Legislative Assembly, as 
against only 250 for the rest of India. 

Fourth, according to the Act at present, the princely dele¬ 
gates to the new legislature will be nominated, not elected, 
i.e., they will be nothing bnt mouthpieces of the rulers. The 
Congress, which stands for Indians on an all-India basis, can¬ 
not possible ‘desert’ the people of the native slates, who will 
have fewer privileges under Federation than the people of 
the provinces. Even the British agree that this is an anomaly. 
As Congress inhltration into the states began, the Delhi 
authorities hinted that the maharajas might wisely ‘prepare 
the way’ for democratisation. Early in 1939 Lord Linlithgow, 
the Viceroy, warned the states pointedly to put their domains 
in better order. 

Fifth, elections to the new central legislature arc indirect, 
which puts Congress at a disadvantage. 

All this Congress believes. Whether or not Congress can 
be made to back down, to dilute its opposition, remains to be 
seen. Congi'ess opposed provincial autonomy almost as 
fiercely as it opposed Federation—at the beginning. Later it 
was willing to accept a compromise. But as things stood early 
in 1939, Congress was pledged even to the extreme of civil 
disobedience to ward Federation olf. 
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CHAPTER XXVni 

AGA KHAN AND OTHERS 


‘Germany is the only country in the world that has practical socialism. . . . 
I found myself there nearer to constructive socialism of a practical kind 
than I have ever been in rny life.’ 

—The Aga Khan quoted in the Congress Socialist. 

T hat fabulous creature the Aga Khan, a bon-vivant on 
several continents, a man who loves to chuckle, Derby 
winner and owner of one of the greatest racing stables in the 
world, is of course an Indian prince, but his position is peculiar 
in that he is not ruler of a state—he has no territory—but of 
a sect. Thus he belongs in a different category from the 
maharajas of the preceding chapter. The Aga Khan was born 
in 1875. Properly his name is Aga Sultan Sir Mohammed 
Shah; hi,s followers call him simply the ‘Sahib’, which means 
Lord, He is one of the most picturc.squc and unusual poten¬ 
tates on eartli—partly because his domain is heaven. The ad¬ 
herents of his sect consider him to be a God. 

Perhaps not quite a God, But the Aga Khan is the leader 
of those Khoja Moslems who are known as Ismailis; there are 
about 10,000,000 of them in India and elsewhere in the world, 
notably the Middle East and Zanzibar. They are an odd mix¬ 
ture, very religious Mohammedans who have absorbed certain 
Hindu customs; for instance they believe in reincarnation, 
and they think that the Aga Khan, the present leader of the 
community (the position is hereditary) is the living incarna¬ 
tion of their deity. In addition the Aga Khan is a lineal 
descendant of the Prophet Mohammed in the forty-eighth 
generation. He is also said 'to represent an incarnation of 
the Elindu trinity’. (India, Census Ethnogi'aphy, 1901-31.) 
Lie thus assumes one of the most comprehensive religious 
positions ever held by anybody. 

Thirty years ago it seemed that the Aga Khan might reach 
almost any position in Indian politics. The promise of his 

507 



INSIDE ASIA 


508 

career was cxccpLional. The gi'caL Indian leader Gokhale 
addressed his last testament to him, and it seemed inevitable 
that he should become Icaclci of all Indian Moslems at least. 
He ivas shiewd, competent, good-humoured, emancipated, in¬ 
telligent. But he chose to take the English rather than the 
nationalist .side, and his political career has been largely that 
of a British mouthpiece. He might have been a Moslem 
Gandhi; instead he has ‘represented’ India at the Round 
Table Conlcienccs and the League of Nation,s—as well as at 
Deauville, Biairitz, and most of the resorts of Europe. 

Jawaharlal Nehru wrote of him with some trace of bitter¬ 
ness, referring to the Rouird Table Conference: ‘It was fittiirg 
that in this a<jscmbly of vested interests—imperialist, feudal, 
firrandal, industrial, religious, conrmunal—the leadership of 
the British Indian delegation should usually fall to the Aga 
Khan, who irr his own person happeircd to combirre all these 
intcre.sls in some degree. . . . He woirld have bceir an able 
representative of Imperialist England at that Round Table 
Conference. The irony of it was that he was supposed to re¬ 
present Iirdia.’ 

The wealth of the Aga Khan is, as everyone knows, ahno,st 
inconceivable. He is probably oirc of the four or five richest 
men in the world. His revenue derives in the first instance, 
not from land, but from the olferings of his Ismaili followers. 
7 ’hcse, who ate for the most part fanatically loyal, arc supposed 
to pay him ten per cent of their incomes every year, as a faith 
olTering and fee for religious .services which the community 
provides; of course by no means all of the 10,000,000 pay him 
so much, but the amount is nevertheless very considerable. In 
every city where Ismailis live, there is a ‘Jamat Kliana’ or com¬ 
munity house, the equivalent of a mosque or temple. I-Iere 
the Aga Khan’s worshippers come to pray twice a day, usually 
leaving an offering. The entire property of all the Jamat 
Khanas everywhere belongs to the Aga Khan in person. 

On his twenty-fifth Jubilee a few years ago, the Aga Khan 
was weighed ceremoniously, and presented by his community 
with gold equivalent to Ids weight. Lie is not exactly .slim, 
and the amount came to 300,000 rupees. It was returned to 
charity. This picturesque ceremony derives from the Great 
Moguls, who were weighed in terms of gold once a year. Inch 
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dentally, the legend is apocryphal that the Aga Khan’s bath- 
Tvater is piped off and sold for good sums to the faithful. 

U’he Aga Khan is not particularly orthodox. He likes to 
drink, which is lorbiddcn ordinarily to Mohammedans. Once 
someone asked him about this. ‘Ah,’ he replied, ‘you forget 
that wine turns to water as soon as it touches my mouth.’ On 
another occasion one of his followers protested at his luxurious 
manner of living abroad. ‘I only live so,’ he replied quick- 
wittedly, ‘in order to test your faith.’ It is indeed a puzzling 
phenomenon that a man so obviously worldly in tastes and 
temperament should be the object of devout religious wor¬ 
ship. 

He became a Highness during the War. His position as 
leader of the Ismailis would not in itself entail this rank, and 
his son docs Jiot necessarily inherit it. His services were valu¬ 
able, because he staunchly took the side of the Allies, and 
thus served to check what might have been a tendency among 
his Moslem followers to sympathise with Turkey. Several 
years ago he is reported to have asked the Indian Government 
for a grant of land, so that he might become a temporal as well 
as spiritual ruler. But there was no important territory avail¬ 
able, and the project fell through. 

The Aga Khan is a marvellous host, and he likes good con¬ 
versation. He is occasionally temperamental, is full of vitality 
and humour, and has lively political sense. He loves food, 
and it is worth crossing several oceans to see him eat a mango, 
a fruit of which he is inordinately fond. When he travels to 
Europe crates of mangoes follow him by each fast boat. Also 
he adores ice-cream; he is one of the greatest individual ice¬ 
cream consumers in the world. 

He was a dutiful son for many years, and his mother, who 
died in Bagdad in February 1938, had great influence on him. 
He flew from Karachi to her deathbed, but arrived half an 
hour too late. The Aga Khan has been married three times, 
first to one of his cousins, then to an Italian lady, who is mother 
of his heir, finally to a French lady, who has given him one 
young son. His heir, the Ali Khan, an attractive and ambi- 
tioits young official in Hyderabad, married the former Mrs. 
Loel Guinness. Thus the Aga Khan’s successor after the next 
generation may be only one-quarter Indian. 
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In October 1938, the Aga Khan wrote a letter to the Lon¬ 
don Times that aroused salty controversy. Surveying- the 
Munich crisis, he asked for a better understanding of Ger¬ 
many, and suggested that Mein Kainp [-—something of a bar 
to good relations—might no longer represent Hitler’s exact 
pre.sent views. Whether the Aga Khan would write a similar 
letter in April 1939 is—doubtful. 

Mr. Jinnah and Other Moslems 

Mohammed Ali jinnah, the pre.sidcnt of the All-India 
Moslem League, winch is the Moslem analogy to Congress 
(though it is not nearly so powerful) is a prominent lawyer 
who was born in iS^G. He is a Khoja Moslem, but his atti¬ 
tude towards religion is by no means fanatic. For many years 
he fought for Indian nationalism, but recently he has all but 
ruined his position by adopting a fierce separatism. His oppo¬ 
sition to the Hindus is bitter and inllamecb he tours the coun¬ 
try making attacks on Congress, which splits and weakens 
nationalist sentiment. Jinnah says that he was driven into 
communalism and the resurrection of the Moslem League by 
the intransigeance of the Flindus. 

An eloquent orator, Jinnah led a joint Hindu-Moslem agita¬ 
tion in Bombay to attack a proposal for a public memorial to 
Lord WiiUiigdon, then retiring as Governor of Bombay. It 
was decided to name a public hall in Jinnah’s honour, and it 
was dedicated—the People’s jinnah hall—with appropriate 
ceremonies. But nowadays the Congress folk call it simply 
the ‘P.J.’ hall, because their differences with the Moslems are 
such that they hate to u.se Jinnah’s name. Congress accuses 
Jinnah of being a flagrant opportunist. He deserted the 
nationalist movement, they say, at the time of the first non- 
co-operation movement, and invented the Moslem League as 
a crassly obvious method of re-entering politics. I-Tis appeal 
to religious feeling only strengthens the reactionaries. Con¬ 
gress feels. 

Mr, Jinnah has one distinction so far as the brief acquain¬ 
tance of this reporter is concerned. Lie is beyond doubt the 
thinnest man I ever saw. Next to him a certain charact.er in 
the woi’ks of Mr. Dashiell Hammett is an obese monster. 

Another eminent Moslem politician is the prime minister 
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of the Punjab government. Sir Sikancler Hyat Khan, a soldier, 
business man and banker, and one of the few notable Indians 
not a lawyer. Sir Sikander, a pleasant man, is a member of 
the Moslem League, but his opinion of Mr. Jinnah is not 
high. The Moslem governments (Punjab, Bengal, Sind), are 
by no means as close to the Moslem League as the Congress 
governments are to Congre.ss; in fact in the Punjab elections 
the Moslem League got only three seats. Sir Sikander’s grand¬ 
father was a soldier loyal to Britain in the Great Mutiny; he 
was an orderly to the celebrated General John Nicholson, and 
carried him dying to his house; Nicholson then asked 
that he be taken care of. Sir Sikander, who served briefly in 
the army, was the first Indian ever to command a company 
on active service; then he went into business, and finally 
politics. He is leader of the Unionist parly in the Punjab, and 
takes a strong conservative line. 

Another Punjab politician of consequence is a Moslem 
woman, the Begum Shah Nawaz. She and Mrs. Naidu were 
the only tvomcn at the Round Table Conferences. It is con¬ 
tinually striking to see the increasing role able and intelligent 
women play in Indian public life. 

The Moslem attitude towards Federation is very impor¬ 
tant. They fear Federation even more than do the Hindus, 
because almost all the princely states (Hyderabad and Bhopal 
arc the only important exceptions) are ruled by Hindus; thus 
a federal structure would increase Hindu predominance in 
India. Mr. Jinnah-has been fighting Federation for almost a 
decade. A recent proposal is to unite the Moslem areas in the 
north-east in a netv province, ‘Parkistan’. 

Leader of the Untouchables 

■ In the Bombay telephone book you will find the following 
entry. Behind it is one of the most interesting men in India: 

604O6. Ambedkar, Bhimrao Ramji, Bar-at-Iaw, 
Residence, ‘Rajgraha’, Dadar. 

Dr. Ambedkar, son of a .soldier and Untouchable leader, 
was a poor boy in Bombay. As a child he learned quickly and 
painfully what the stigma of Untouchability meant. Some¬ 
how, showing rare initiative, he got to Baroda, where the old 



INSIDE ASIA 


51 g 

Gaekwar became interested in liiin and financed his educa¬ 
tion. Ambedkar went to Columbia University in New York 
(class of ’17), where he took courses in anlhropolo;a,y, econo¬ 
mics, and law; later he went to Bonn University in Germany 
and the London School of Economics: he is both a Pli.D, and a 
Sc.D. Returning to India lie could gel no decent job because 
lie was an Untouchable. He joined the Baroda Civil Service, 
but the other clerks would not let him apjjroach, and no land¬ 
lord would rent him rooms. For a time he risked severe punish- 
nicnt by disguising himself as a Parsi; for Untouchables who 
obtain work, especially in factories, by pretending that they 
are not Untouchables, have been beaten to death. Ambedkar 
returned to Bombay in humiliation and disgust and set him¬ 
self up, alone, practising law. Almost at once he was success¬ 
ful. He wrote several books, including a work on finance, and 
then entered politics. A career .such as this is very remarkable 
for an Untouchable, indeed unicjne. 

Ambedkar stands for the abolition of caste. He thinks caste 
must be approached from the religious as well as the economic 
attitude, and that to say facilely that tlie Untouchables are 
merely the proletariat is not enough. The Untouchables are 
the proletariat—certainly—but the jirolcttiriat that cannot, 
at any price, get jobs except as agricultural serfs or labourers 
of the lowest category. He differs sharply from Gandhi, who 
wants to improve the lot of the Untouchables wiihin caste. 
Also he is contemptuous of the Temple Entry experiment in 
Travancore. The orthodox Hindus, lie says, embark on these 
partial and minor ameliorations not out of genuine concern 
for the Untouchables, but to purify themselves in penance for 
their own sins. 

The British sent Ambedkar to l,ondon as representative of 
the Untouchables at the Round Table Conference. This wa.s 
smart politics, because it served to split the Hindti front. 
Ambedkar assumed a strong anti-Congres.s line, which forced 
Gandhiji to fake up the Untouchables as a political issue. 
When the Mahatma made his great fast for the Untotichables, 
he certainly had politics partially in mind; if the Untouch¬ 
ables became a separate community, they might vote against 
instead of with the Hindus. When it appeared that Gandhi 
might die, the British desperately brought pressure on 
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Ambcdkar to a,spree to revision of the Communal Award 
scheme, so that Gancllii would have a loophole for calling oil 
the fast; Ambedkar did so, but only after getting more seats 
for his community than was first planned. 

Ambedkar is forty-six. Every taxi driver in Bombay knows 
his address, though he lives in an obscure suburb. He is a 
widower, a non-.smokcr, a teclolallcr. His conversation is stub¬ 
born and vigorou.s. He is studious, and has a library of 8,000 
books—but he is on record for wanting to burn the Hindu 
scriptures. He fiercely hates Congress, and has founded a new 
Independent labour League. Recently he slated that he was 
no longer a believer in democracy in all circumstances, 'and 
that India needs the strong hand of an enlightened auto- 
ci'at’. 

Pandit Malaviya 

And now to the extreme opposite pole. There must be a 
word about what is known as the Hindu Mahasabha, the 
political organisation which stands for Hindui.sm in its most 
orthodox form, which believes fanatically in caste and in all 
the strictures of medieval Hinduism. Yet the Mahasabha has 
a modern outlook too, since it is almost the only group in India 
wholeheartedly in favour of Federation—which it assumes will 
entrench Hinduism in government. The most prominent 
figure in the Mahasabha is the venerable Pandit Maclan Mohan 
Malaviya, who has been president of Congress twice (1909 
and 1918), who joined civil disobedience gallantly, but who 
founded a nationalist party of his own several years ago when 
he could not understand the way Congress was growing up. 
Malaviya—it is lamentable to have to give him only a very 
few words—is the creator of the Hindu University at Benares. 
He is a renowned scholar, a great money-raiser, and a hot 
communalist. He is, of course, a Brahman, and has never 
touched tobacco, alcohol, tea, coffee, or even eggs. In 1939 he 
undertook a remarkable rejuvenation cure at the hands of a 
Yogi reputed to be 172 years old, Malaviya, who is seventy- 
seven him.sclf, went into a special room without light or ven¬ 
tilation, and took drugs and a .special herb diet. After twenty 
days of it he said he felt twenty years younger, and could walk 
upright again. 

2 k: 
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The Old Liberals 

The great Indian lilicvals arc those who, in a way, have 
outlived tlieir historic [auction, whicli was to help pave the 
way for Indian democracy. Wc mirst at Ica.si mention them. 
They are distinguished men. But events have throtvn them 
into the backgi-oniid, since Congress, to which most of them 
once belonged, has advanced far beyond (heir former views. 

The most j'aniou.s of the liberals is Sir Tcj Bahadur Sapru, 
whom we have scvei'al times brielly named; born in Allahabad 
in iiSyr,, he is a very prominent lawyer, aiu^ one of the few 
Indians to be Rigln Honourable, i.c., one of His Majesty’s 
Privy Councillors. Closely as,sociaicd with Sapru in much of 
his career was M. R. Jayakcr, now a judge on the Federal 
Supreme Court. The Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, an old 
friend of Gandhi’s and a great figure in Madras, was for a 
time Indian High Commissioner to South Africa. The chair¬ 
man of the National Liberal Federation, Sir Chimanlal 
Setalvad, is a Bombay lawyer. 

Most liberals are inclined to favour Federation, and be¬ 
lieve in Dominion Status as the goal. They work with the 
British closely. 



CHAPTER XXIX 


BRITISH RUI,E IN INDIA 


‘As India must be bled, the lancet should be directed to parts wliere the 
blood is congested. . , 

—Lord Salisbury. 

‘I am unwilling to set up an Indian Empire of Great Britain in opposition 
to the general interests of mankind.’ 

—^Mr. Gladstone. 

‘The key to the Indian problem is sympathy.’ 

—King George V. 

A lmost the greatest shock I had in India was the discovery 
in Delhi that the Indian Civil Service, the steel brace of 
British administration in India, contains exactly 591 English¬ 
men. I had thought, as almost everyone else thinks, that there 
were many thousands. 

The total personnel of the I.C.S. is 1,107. Of these not 
less than 416 are Indian. By 1940, moreover, by terms of a 
recent arrangement, the .service will become full fifty per cent 
Indian. This is yet another example of the remarkable 
English facility of transforming subject races into actual 
agents of British imperiali.sm. By offering first-class jobs, first- 
class pensions (the highest ranks of the Indian Civil Service 
retire after thirty-five ycars’service at/ji,ooo per year), the Bri¬ 
tish skim the cream of the Indian educated class and make it 
work for them. Outstanding nationalists do not succumb; but 
I have noted that both Nehru and Bose were at least tempted to 
become civil servants. The British say that by this pi'ocess 
they are educating Indians to the responsibilities of govern¬ 
ment; meanwhile in effect they buy off discontent with good 
jobs, good careers. This is probably the most successful im¬ 
perialist device ever invented. India—under the British—is 
staffed by Indians. Gold is cheaper than guns. . . . Aside 
from the chosen 416 Indians actually in the civil service, there 
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ai’c of course luultifiidinous thousands of Indians of every race 
and class and category employed as minor olhcials, school¬ 
masters, clerks, and the subordinate like. 

The I.C.S. is by all odds the most notable civil service in 
the rvorld. It has a massive tradition and tremendous pres¬ 
tige. The initials ‘I.C.S.’ after a man’s name meati more than 
a Ph. D.—though it is not true, as was once suggested, that 
members of the I.C.S. form a special category ot the human 
race. It means, if he is an Indian, that he is of good family, 
good cclnration, and arduous training. It means, if he is 
English, that lie has gone to public school and (usually) 
Oxford or Cambridge, that he has passed a rigorously severe 
Competitive examination, that be has learned at least one 
Indian language, that he has started tJie ladder as a Deputy 
Commissioner or ‘Collector’ and then worked up. He is 
magistrate, administrator, and executive; a boy of thirty may 
be in charge of 4,000,000 people. (With the advent of provin¬ 
cial autonomy, of course, the I.C.S. men in the provinces are 
in theory at least subject to orders from Indian governments,) 
The top in the I.C.S. is a governorship or memltcrship in the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council. After that—rclircincnt at sixty 
or so with a smacking good pension, life in England or the 
Riviera, a comfortable old age, and a nostalgia for India that 
never fades. 

The I.C.S. is called narrow. It is called parochial. Many 
of its members, siiff-uccked, strait-laced, especially . tltose 
nearing retirement, are incompetent to understand the 
modern stre.sscs in India, andai'e horrified privately at Provin¬ 
cial Autonomy and its developments. Some live all their 
careers in one province; they have no All-India sense. I have 
met members of the I.C.S. who have been in India twenty-live 
years, and have never seen Madras or Lahore; I have met army 
offi.cers™much more liberal nunded as a rule—who say that 
the I.C.S. has tried to throttle every reform in India since 
1919. On the other hand, the organisation contains many 
splendid men, administrators of the highest competence who 
are unselfi,shly devoted to India, and who have given their 
lives to it. 

The I.C.S. costs about 25,000,000 rupees (£1,850,000) per 
year, which is approximately 1.25 per cent of the total budget. 
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There is one I.C.S. officer for every 256,000 of the population, 
one to each 868 square miles. 

The administrative framework of India is the I.C.S. Behind 
it of course is armed force. And let us note that ivhcreas 
Englishmen in the I.C.S. are infinitesimally few, the number 
of British troops in India is very considerable—about 56,000. 
They are in two categories: officers and men of the Indian 
army, whicli is an autonomous command, and officers and 
men of the Biitish army in India, i.e., purely British regi¬ 
ments serving for a time at Indian posts. In the Indian army 
the troops and non-commissioned officers are mostly Indian, 
the officers mostly British. Here again the skilful British 
employ Indians to do the actual dirty work—a technique now 
copied by other colonial powers; the French use Senegalese 
troops, the Italians use Askaris, and—notably—in Manchukuo 
the Japanese use Chinese. The British are absolutely con¬ 
vinced that their Indian troops are loyal. They even allow 
them to train with machine-guns, which has horrified some 
foreign observers. As Norman Angell has said—to repeat it 
annoys nationalist Indians hotly—‘India was conquered by 
Britain with man power supplied by Indians.’ 

Whereas the I.C.S. is to become half English, half Indian, 
the British are very careful to see that no such equilibrium 
exists in the army command. Theoretically an Indian officer 
(there is a training school, the Indian Sandhurst, at Dehra 
Dun) could become a field marshal; in actuality none has ever 
risen beyond major. And only ten Indians per year are chosen 
to come to England to get what are known as ‘King’s Com¬ 
missions’, that is oflicerhood in the British (not the Indian) 
army. There are comparatively few Indians in the air force, 
and none in the tanks corps. 

Surrogate King 

At the top of the British structure is, of course, the Viceroy, 
who is sole representative in India of the Imperial Crown. 
He is never chosen from the I.C.S., but is an eminent peer or 
politician sent Irom England for a five-year term. When he 
arrives he meets his cabinet or executive council, members of 
which likewise are appointed lor five years, for the first time; 
their terms are not necessarily coterminous with his, and he 
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is thus in the odd position of not choosing his own cabinet. 
Of the seven members of the executive council at present, four 
are I.C.S. men, and three arc Indians. If Federation comes, 
this type of appointed executive council will cease to exist, 
and quite possibly the present one is the last in history, since— 
after Federation—the cahinct will have a prime minister, and 
will be chosen by western parliamentary procedure from what¬ 
ever political party commands the new (and first) federal legis¬ 
lature. It will be a political instrument, not the instrument 
of a civil service. 

Quite possibly the Viceroy of India is the most powerful 
single human being in the world. In Chapter XXIII we sur¬ 
veyed his enormous powers. If crisis comes, he has in his 
hands (together with the India Office in London of course), 
the fate of one-fifth of the human race. (But after Federation, 
incidentally, the title of Viceroy will disappear; he will be 
merely the Governor-General.) 

llie present Viceroy, whose term expires in 1941 (no 
Viceroy has ever been reappointed), is a Scotsman forty-eight 
years old, Victor Alexander John Hope, the Most Honourable 
the Marquess of Linlithgow, P.C., K.T., G.C.I.E., O.B.E. He 
was a banker by profession, but he is probably the best edu¬ 
cated Viceroy in Indian history. For years he studied India, 
and he spent almost three years there as chairman of the Royal 
Commission on Indian Agriculture; it was he who pushed the 
Government of India Act through the House of Lords, as Sir 
Samuel Floare superintended it in the Commons, after he had 
been chairman of the Joint Select Committee on Indian Con¬ 
stitutional Reform, which wrote the bill. He was made 
Viceroy by Baldwin, and like Baldwin is a middle-of-the-road 
man basically. , 

Lord Linlithgow is tall, hard-working, prudent, and con¬ 
fident, with a gift for quiet cloc^ueucc, gxcat tact, and 
great capacity for difiicult and detailed exploration and 
negotiation. He works twelve or fourteen hours a day at least, 
with one hour oil'. His decision is vital on a great number of 
detailed affairs; he attends to everything himself, and meticul- 
ou.sly writes his own minutes on documents, something that 
not all Viceroys do. A rather shy man—but very charming and 
supple—he cares little for display; he is not the elaborately 
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caparisoned Viceroy of tradition. When he arrived in Delhi 
he addressed the nation on the radio—something utterly un- 
precendented in India—and even put in the speech some 
passages addressed to Indian children. He arranged almost at 
once that Gandhi should meet liim, though his predecessor had 
managed to avoid the Mahatma lor five long years. 

It is Lord Linlithgow’s gi'cat dream to be the first Viceroy 
under Federation. When he came he pushed the Federation 
project almo.st too hard. 

What Britain Gets Out of India 

Pages could be written on this. Britain gets imperial power 
out of India. It gets imperial prestige. It gets ports of com¬ 
munication en route to Australia, and a comfortable habitat 
for a large army in the east. It gets experience for its soldiers 
and politicians, and opportunity for its young men. It gets 
trade: thirty-eight per cent of all United Kingdom exports go 
to India, and thirty-two per cent of all Indian exports go to the 
United Kingdom. Above all it gets booty, loot. 

Call it money. Call it profit. Call it what you like. Some 
£350,000,000 in gold went to England from India in the early 
iggo’s. A great deal of this came from the maharajas and other 
wealthy men, who, when sterling was devalued, sold gold for 
paper pounds, and thus made forty per cent profit on any 
amount they cared to risk; .some of it was ‘distress gold’, coming 
from the villages, because people could only pay their taxes by 
selling hoarded jewels and the like. Meantime, the exchange 
value of the rupee was arbitrarily manipulated in favour of 
the British; the rupee was fixed at 1 /6, instead of i /4, which 
helped the British importer of Indian goods, in that he had to 
pay twelve per cent less for rupees. ^ 

The total amount of British investment in India is extra¬ 
ordinarily difficult to compute; a moderate estimate is 
£850,000,000, which is about one-quarter of all British over¬ 
seas investments. Of this £365,000,000 is held in sterling 
bonds, and is India’s debt to Britain; the rest is made up of 
industrial investments, shipping, railways, insurance and the 
like. It has been calculated that the average return on British 
overseas inve.straents is 4.9 per cent. {Times of India, 
January 14, 1938.) So in a word what Britain gets out of 
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India is this; roiiirldy 4.9 per cent per year on a total invest¬ 
ment of perhaps £850,000,000. 

What Britaiii Does for India 

When one asks an Englishman in Delhi what the British have 
done for India he is apt to be painfully but honestly surprised 
that the question should even be asked. It takes him a moment 
to collect his thoughts. He i.s inclined to take the whole ques¬ 
tion of tlie merit of British rule for granted. It may be right 
morally; it may be wrong; but surely, he will say, it is indis¬ 
putable that British rule has produced an inhnitude of good 
works, of worthwhile be?refit.s to the Indian community. And 
presently he will jiroducc a comprehensive dossier of accom¬ 
plishments and reforms. 

The first point invariably made is that Britain hits estab¬ 
lished peace, unity (almost), and order. It has ended disrup¬ 
tion and civil strife; it. has imposed on foreigner and Indian 
alike a strict regime, not only of British imperialism, but of 
British justice. It has brought tranquillity (almost) and law 
to India. It has established complete public security, and 
given one-fifth of the human race the benefits of an admini¬ 
strative machine—the civil service—which is unparalleled 
elsewhere in the world. 

Then onr Delhi friend will go into details. He will men¬ 
tion conspicuously the work of the British, which indeed is 
valuable beyond dispute, in irrigation. From about 10,000,000 
acres in 1879, the ar*ea irrigated directly by state works rose 
to 31,000,000 acres in 1928—by far the largest irrigation 
scheme on earth. There arc 79,000 miles of government 
canals. This work is important, because it abolishe.s threat 
of famine. (On the other hand, it should be noted that the 
canals have been expensive, and that the people pay soundly 
for them with high taxation.) Closely associated witit irri¬ 
gation and famine control is work in agriculttire—creation 
of seed depots, experimental stations for improvement of crops, 
and the like—and in forestry; not less than one-fifth of British 
India is carefully regulated forest area, part of which is in 
reserve and protected. Again, among concrete physical accom¬ 
plishments, there will be mention of the colossal railway 
system, in which alone £150,000,000 of British capital is in- 
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vesled. Indian railways carry over 500,000,000 people a year; 
it is the fourth largest railway system in the world. If China 
possessed a system of communications like that of India, the 
history of China in recent years would have been very different 
(though one might also say that if China had it, China would 
not have been China, but a British preserve). Finally the 
British have given the country an excellent postal administra¬ 
tion and telegraph and radio service. You can send a telegram 
anywhere over the length and breadth of India for one anna 
(about i^d.) per word.* 

Accomplishments in other spheres are, perhaps, not so 
notable. But the British point out that they have made a 
beginning in industrial legislation with a Workman’s Com¬ 
pensation Act and an act—not fully operative—reducing 
hours of work to fifty-four per week, that new laws forbid the 
employment of female labour in mines underground, that 
child labour is—in theory at least—restricted. As to matters 
of public health, the British say that in fifty-four years they 
have reduced (he death-rate from twenty-six to twenty-four per 
thousand (still shockingly high), and raised the birth-rate 
from twenty-four to thirty-five. As to education—an uncom¬ 
fortable subject—official figures have it that fifty per cent of 
boys of school age are now going to school (in British India, 
of course, not the princely states), and seventeen per cent of 
girls. But illiteracy as a whole is .still eighty-five per cent for 
men, ninety-seven per cent for women, a giasly total. 

The Indian Grievances 

Grievances by nationalist Indians, especially by Congress, 
may be outlined approximately as follows: 

First and overwhelmingly, the Congress claims the inalien¬ 
able right of a people to be free. British imperialism throttles 
the legitimate expression of national development, that is, 
full and authentic independence. The British say that In- 
diams are not competent to govern themselves. Congress denies 
this sti-enuou,sly. 

Mr. Gandhi makes an interesting point. ‘You English 
committed one supreme crime against my people. For 100 
years you have done everything for us; you have given us no 

1 But on Sundays oddly enough the price is double. 
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responsibility for our own government, nor enabled us to learn 
by making mistakes. It we arc deficient in the character and 
experience necessary to enable us to take over the control of 
our own allairs, it is because you have never given us the oppor¬ 
tunity to develop those c|ualitics in practice. We demand 
responsibility at once.’ (In a talk with Lord Lothian, New 
York Times, April 3, i 937 -) 

In another place Gandhiji .says that the British have 
{a) itn|iovcri.shcd the dumb millions, (/;) established political 
serfdom, (c) sapped Indian culture, (d) caused spiritual de¬ 
gradation. 

Derivatively there is the matter of repression. Here Indians 
sometimes exaggerate. There is no repression in India com¬ 
parable to repression in Germany, Italy, or the more spectac¬ 
ular Balkan States. In the whole of India—now—there are 
only a few hundred political prisoners, and of these most are 
convicted terrorists. The Congress governments have done a 
great deal to force the liberation of prisoners, and in Bengal 
the last of the ‘detenus’—this pretty word is an Indian inven¬ 
tion, and describes someone arrested without trial for a polit¬ 
ical ollence and held in a kind of concentration camp—was 
released in 1938. At one time there were 2,700. What In¬ 
dians object to most at present is surveillance and pinpricking. 
The Congress leaders are closely watched; even Delhi is a 
whispering gallery. I asked a friend in Madras for his address. 
He replied, ‘Just Madras is enough; the police will forward 
any mail.’ (His is a common name, and there arc 647,230 
people in Madrasi) Some books arc .suppressed, and some 
leftist literature may not enter India. Newspapers arc the¬ 
oretically free, but in fact they are mostly edited with caution, 
because every newspaper mu,st post a bond, confiscation of 
which may stop publication. 

By ordinance anyone in India may be arrested and detained 
without trial. No offence need be proved. This law is still 
on the statute books even in Congress provinces, because—as 
we have seen—Congress sometimes wants protection against 
its own extremists. But no'vyadays it is seldom invoked. . . . 
The British, incidentally, find police work more difficult since 
Provincial Autonomy. Law enforcement is handled by In¬ 
dians, and except in the event of grave national crisis the 
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British may only ‘consult and advise’. The authorities can 
no longer step so freely from one province to another. On 
the other hand it goes without saying that the Biitish could— 
if they wanted to and had enough policemen—arrest to-mor¬ 
row every Congressman in India. 

I have heard a very high British official—so high that I 
shudder to think of his name—say that in the event of renewal 
of civil disobedience every Congress leader and sub-leader and 
sub-sub-leader would be in jail in twenty-four hours. Every 
man is spotted. (He added; ‘It is our only hope.’) 

Second—and hardly less overwhelmingly—the Indian Con¬ 
gress resents and condemns what it calls ‘exploitation’. It is 
referring, of course, to the booty—£850,000,000 at 4.9 per 
cent—described above. The British, the Indians say, have 
sucked wealth out of India, giving no fair return; they have 
impoverished India, bled it dry. They refer among many 
other things to British tariff policy; for generations England 
imposed free trade on India, when this gave stimulus to the 
cotton manufacturers of Lancashire; now it imposes protection 
on India, which starves local Indian industry. No matter 
which turn British commercial policy took, it was calculated 
to Indian disadvantage. Experts state that tariffs imposed on 
India by the British at present cost the Indian consumer 
about 250,000,000 to 300,000,000 rupees a year. The Indians 
refer also to the colossal sums paid British officials in India, 
which are paid for by the Indian budget, i.e., the Indian tax¬ 
payer. The Viceroy, for instance,gets 256,000 rupees (£18,944) 
per year aside from various allowances. A governor of an im¬ 
portant province gets 120,000 rupees (£8,880) per year, and 
members of the executive council get 80,000 rupees (£5,920) 
—sums which Indians rightly consider staggering. Again, the 
Indians assert that the railways, such a proud accomplishment 
of the British, are inefficient, that they have been built for 
strategic rather than basically commercial purposes, that they 
discriminate against internal markets, and favour the seaports 
at which they may deliver cargoes to British ships. And the 
Indians say that British agricultural policy, even irrigation 
work, is either woefully deficient or far too expensive. The 
Punjab irrigation canals return a revenue of twenty per cent 
on the investment. 
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Closely associated wifi) the general subject of exjiloitation 
is the army f]nestioti. Indians say first that Britain has taken 
good cate to sec tliat no real Indian army exists, so that the 
country, should it ])croine free, would be defenceless. Second, 
they say that the Ilrilish array in India serves no legitimate 
Indian need, but only imperial interests. Third, they bitterly 
complain at the cost of the aimy, whitlt is indeed terrific. 
The expenditure on defence is 503,819,000 rupees per year 
(£37,383,606), which is almost hall the entire budget of the 
central govcimuent. If provincial revenue is counted, the 
army consumes about Iwcnty-.six per cent of the total budget. 
All but a minute fraction of this sum is paid for by the Indian 
taxpayer. At first it was suggested that the British at least 
support their own troops, then tliat India pay not more than 
twenty per cent of its own budget on defence, finally that the 
British pay at tlic very least the difference between upkeep 
of tlie British army in India and what its upkeep would be at 
home (which is the system in Palestine); this was all rejected 
as being too expensive, and until three years ago the British 
treasury paid nothing towards the cost of Briiish troops in 
India. Now it pays the preposterously small sum of 30,000,000 
rupees (£1.18,000) per year. 

These two general and basic gTievances—political bondage 
and economic exploitation—are dominant. Beyond them 
there are almost any number of detailed complaints. For 
instance: 

1. The British starve education. They spend nnconnicd 
millions on defence, and a few wretched pennies on public 
schools. Their efforts in education, as well as results obtained 
—even if some recent statistics are mildly encouraging—are 
miserable. Their aim in education is to produce tabus 
(clerks) and minor officials. They pay scant attention to the 
education of women, or to technical or vocational training. 

3. The British point to their ‘record’ in public health, and 
emphasise famine relief; but in India there arc still one hun¬ 
dred million ca.ses of malaria every year, of which not ten 
per cent get proper treatment. As we have seen, not less than 
twenty per cent of the entire population is ‘badly’ nourished, 
which means in simple language that 50,000,000 people don’t 
get enough to eat. 
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3. The British record in the field o£ social reform is negli¬ 
gible. The ‘Sarda Act’ does, it is true, prohibit in the army 
the marriage ol girls younger than fourteen and boys under 
eighteen, but it is full ot loopholes. A law passed in 1937 
conferred on Hindu widows the right of inheriting property, 
but it is too early to see how effective it will be; a .similar law 
proposed in regard to Mo.slem widows provoked such opposi¬ 
tion (from the Moslems) that it had to be withdrawn. Since 
1933 it has been an oflence under the Indian Penal Code for 
a parent to pledge his child’s labour for payment of a debt; 
the British had been in India more than one hundred years 
before this shocking outrage began to be checked; even now 
the law is continually evaded. In 1938 a woman deputy pro¬ 
posed a law to prohibit Hindu polygamy, and another 
authorising divorce of Hindus in certain circumstances; these 
laws have not yet been passed, and probably will not pass. The 
British attitude towards social and religious reform is very 
simple. It is never to interfere with the social and religious 
customs of Indians if it can possibly be avoided.’ (It should, 
of course, be added on the British side that social reforms are 
bitterly opposed by orthodox Indians too.) 

4. Social discrimination is perhaps not quite the bitter 
point it once was. But it remains ridiculous that men like the 
Aga Khan or the Nizam of Plyderabad may not enter the 
Bombay Yacht Club. British colour snobbery has left more 
than one unpleasant trace. 

5. The British assert that they have given India an equit¬ 
able taxation and revenue system. Indians deny this, point¬ 
ing out the terms of the somewhat antiquated Permanent 
Settlement Act, which still determines the character of land 
revenue in Bengal, anc^ which was promulgated in—1793 1 

6. The new Government of India Act gives India no con¬ 
trol of foreign policy. An interesting incidental point is that 
there is no diplomatic corps at Delhi, and consuls of other 
powers are permitted only at the seaports. 

7. The new Government of India Act, with its creation of 
a federal bank, nullifies fiscal autonomy. The rupee is linked 

^ Probably this derives from the Mutiny in 1857, one cause of which was 
fierce resentment by both Hindus and Moslems at having to lubricate their 
guns with grease made of holy cattle and unholy pigs. 
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to Sterling, and tlie British will rontinue to be in charge of 
about eighty jier cent of the federal budget. 

8. The reserved powers of tlie Viceioy and the various 
governors serve to make effective Indian Independence impos¬ 
sible. One detail is that considerable portions of British 
India, like Ajnier-Mcrwara and Baluchistan, remain outside 
the scope of provincial reform, and continue to be ruled direct 
from Delhi. (In 1938 certain villages in Ajmer-Merwara were 
tran.sferrcd 10 their neighbours the Rajput states, Udaipur 
and Jodhpur. Instantly Congress suggested that this was a 
territorial bribe to entice the maharajas into Federation.) 
There are about 13,000,000 people in the ‘excluded areas’. 

9. Finally, Congress folk say bitterly that Britain has given 
them peace—yes—but that it is ‘the peace of the looted grave¬ 
yard’. 

British Attitudes 

And, of course, the British blame the Indians exactly as the 
Indians blame the British for many phases of the dead¬ 
lock. . . . 

The debate could be endless. Take the single point of 
education, for instance. How, the British ask, can you have 
free and compulsory primary education when neither Hindus 
nor Moslems will countenance boys and girls in the same 
school, even when they are tiny children? Take social re¬ 
form. It is the Hindu religion which blocks and stultifies 
any effort at amelioration. Take labour conditions. Indian- 
owned mills are worse than British. 

The British feel that the Indians are incompetent, shiftless, 
super-sensitive, bribable, and torn by religious fissures. They 
say that Indian ‘capacity for self-government’ is a fantastic 
overstatement. 

If I heard it once, I heard it fifty times from Englishmen 
that Indians ‘have an inferiority complex’ and that ‘Indians 
never tell you rvhat they really think, because they are 
not sincere.’ Probably this indicates that the British are 
secretly beginning to doubt their own capacity to govern the 
country indefinitely; they can’t, therefore, bear to concede 
that Indians can be ‘sincere’ in the belief that they can govern 
it. The Indian sense of inferiority derives mostly from genera- 
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tions of being snubbed, atop a craving to be liked; when they 
are not ‘sincere’, it means mostly that, hoping to be liked and 
accepted, they tell you what they think you will approve. 

Indians perplex the British terribly. Recently in the U.P. 
the Congress government ordered that Indians in olOcial cor¬ 
respondence be addressed as ‘Mr.’ or ‘Esquire’, rather than 
with Indian appellations like Babu, Lala, Maulvi, and the 
like. The British could not get over it that a revolutionary 
Indian government wanted to use their Anglo-Saxon terms. 
But Congress took up this small issue merely to indicate its 
striving for equality. Perhaps Indians may not enter British 
clubs. They will at least demand that the British call them 
‘Esquire’. 

In one province recently a British civil servant employed 
harsh language to an Indian officer. The case was carried 
straight to the top; the British civil servant had to apologise. 

In Delhi I met a member of the I.C.S. who told me with 
what I think was genuine sadne,ss, ‘I have lived in India thirty- 
four years and I have never met an Indian I can absolutely 
trust. They always let you down.’ (But if I print this the 
objurgation of a million Indians will crash on my head.) 

Another eminent Englishman, not an I.C.S. man, suggested 
to me that Britain hacl made four ‘great mistakes’ in India. 
But he was quick to add that they were not ‘vicious’ mis¬ 
takes: “ 

1. Importation of a western judicial system into an eastern 
country incapable of understanding it. Too many lawyers. 

2. A totally faulty policy in education. Indians came to 
feel that the only object in life was to become a clerk. 

3. The high standard of living emphasised by British which 
led Indians to try to imitate it. 

4. Snobbery. The colour line. (But, he pointed out, the 
institution of purdah made social intercourse between British 
and Indians extremely difficult.) 

All of which leads to a conundrum often posed. Is the 
docility, by and large, of Indians, and the lack of gumption 
(speaking generally) in their character, caused by something 
inherent in Indian nature—the product of a savage climate, 
perhaps, and centuries of poverty and under-development be¬ 
fore the British came—or is it the result of British rule in the 
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past hundred odd years? In other words, as Basil Mathews 
has put it, is India a subjcrt slate because it is weak, or is it 
weak because it is a subject state? The best answer evades 
the issue. It i.s—both. 

Coda 

Britisli policy in India in a word is to ‘yield the appearance 
of power while keeping' the substance of ]Kiwcr.’ Indian policy 
in a word is to defeat this aim. The resultant .situation at the 
rnonient—^carly in 1939^—is a compromise. The British know 
that suppre.ssion of a fixed and arbitrary type is no longer pos¬ 
sible; they know that to quit India is in]]iossible if the Empii-e 
is to survive; so somehow, by some miracle, they have to make 
the Indians their friends. 

Crisis will probably come in the event of a European war, 
since a real smash up on the Federation i.s.sue is unlikely. 
Will India be loyal as it w'as in ipi^j; will India send troops 
to France, let alone remain pa.ssive at home?' The easy thing 
to say is, of course, that if Congress plays its cards correctly it 
could gain enormously by any such crisis, It could jironiise 
to remain loyal —in return for an advance in independence— 
if the Briti.sh arc risking war on any issue that Congress could 
even remotely approve, as over Czechoslovakia in 1938. This 
will proliably be the Indian line. 

* The Sino-Japanese War has changed progno.stications somewhat. India 
is afraid of Japan, and Congress loathes Fa.sc.ism; many Indians i'eaU.se that 
British imperialism is not so bad as Japanese or Fascist imperialism. 



CHAPTER XXX 


THE FAR FRONTIERS 

T he North West Frontier Province is sui generis. It is 
unique. It is the remote region separating India from 
Afghanistan and Turkestan, the barrier between India and 
the great world of the west, the chief bastion of India, the reef 
of rock over tvhich contpierors have climbed from Alexander 
the Great to Genghis Klian and into modern times, It is the 
‘best’ part of India, the British say. 

A series of rippling grey-brown crags and valleys; the 
winding road tvitli one channel for camels, one for motor- 
buses; loose and scrawny bullocks in the sparse fields; intoler¬ 
able mud when it rains, intolerable dust when it doesn’t; i^o 
in the shade for months on end, and bitter cold in the winter; 
well-armed tribesmen coming to naarket, wearing multi¬ 
coloured turbans; the thick yellowish houses behind mud 
walls, and a sentry tower for each compound; men squatting 
in loose circles before the glasslc.ss shops of the bazaar—such 
are the villages on the frontier, along the Khybcr Pass, and in 
Waziristan. 

lire frontier region is complex. The people are mostly 
Sunni Moslems by religion; they are Afghan by race, and speak 
a language known as Pushtu; they have a Congress govern¬ 
ment. The generic name for the tribe.smen is ‘Pathan’ (pro¬ 
nounced Pa-tan); subdivi.sions include Mohinancls, Tirahs, 
Wazirs, and the warlike Afridis. The Pathans are not a 
fierce people unless provoked, but they arc primitive, and they 
like to be let alone; the whole area is, as it were, in purdah, 
behind a curtain. As a whole it can muster perhaps Goo,ooo 
rifles. 

Political consciottsness among the tribes, especially the 
Afridis, is growing strongly. The young men don’t like the 
basic conservatism of the maliks, their elders. Some tribal 
unions choose their owir foreign ministers, finance ministers, 
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and the like, after the manner of western states, though they 
may command only a few dozen scattered villages. Then 
there are tlte Red Sliirts. These cut across tribal and feudal 
lines and belong to the Indian National Congress, under the 
leadership of Khan Abdul Gaflar Khan, the ‘Frontier Gandhi*. 

Like other mountain barriers—the Caucasus for instance— 
the frontier region is a wonderful living museum of anthro¬ 
pological lore. Many ol the more primitive folk live by raid¬ 
ing. So the local proverb .say.s, ‘A moonlight night is my 
daughter’s dowry.’ Another legend is that, in the old days, 
a mother cut a hole in the tvall of her mud lint when a son 
was born. Three times she would stick tlie infant’s head 
through the hole, muttering three times the incantation, ‘Be 
a thief.’ It was the only way to earn a decent living. Along 
the roads greeting, as one villager encounters another, is ‘Be 
not wary.’ The second villager replies, ‘Be not poor.’ 

The roads are the veins of the country. So along the roads 
a curious ritual is observed. They are cousiclercd neutral 
ground for all. It is considered tactless in the extreme to shoot 
attyone on the road. Public convenience demanded this 
amelioration. In the hills you may be anybody’s victim; on 
the roads you are safe. Many villagc.s have as a result built 
tunnels from their central watchtower to the roads, so that 
they can cross the intervening fields safely. At .sundown the 
pace quickens along the roads. All cattle, all women, must 
be indoors by dusk. 

Near the town of Kohat, in tribal territory, is an arms 
factory, one of the most bizarre things I have ever seen. In 
open huts, s<iualting in the mud, giving power to rude 
machines by pedalling bicycle wheels, a group of perhaps 
forty workmen is bu.sy manufacturing—riflcsl The tribes¬ 
men smuggle the steel, bore the barrels, cast the bolts, whittle 
the woodwork, assemble the parts, and stamp the finished 
guns—-with handsome counterfeit dies—with whatever Bri¬ 
tish insignia are fashionable. The factory can turn out 
thirty rifles a month, which cost from thirty-five to fifty 
rupees each. The British are perfectly aware that this arms 
factory exists, but they wink at it, even though if makes 
Weapons to shoot British troojis. The catch is that the rifles 
aren’t much good. They last only 150 to 300 rounds before 
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Lhey need leboiiiig. And d the tribesmen were not allowed 
to make their own bad guns, they might buy good ones from 
Afghanistan. The factory does not produce machine guns. 
Pcihaps it would be suppre,ssed if it tried to. But the Pathans 
do not like machine guns, on the picturesque theory that they 
use too much ammunition. 

The most intcrersting thing about the frontier is that there 
are two frontiers. 

This is an essential as well as extraordinary point. The two 
frontiers are (a) the Durand Line, w'hich is the actual political 
boundary between British India and Afghanistan, the only one 
shown on most maps, and (b) the line known as the ‘Admini¬ 
strative Boundary’, which runs irregularly about thirty miles 
east of the political boundary, and which demarcates the zone 
actually administered by Britain. In other words there is a 
belt ot land along the whole frontier, varying in width, which 
is part of British India on the map (all maps except big-scale 
military maps), but which is not British India in fact. This 
belt, this buffer, a No-Man’s land, is known as ‘tribal’ terri¬ 
tory. It is like the princely states—a part of the Empire in 
which British authority does not rule by law. Neither the 
parliament in London nor the Government of India legislates 
for this region, which is governed by the tribes themselves 
under their jirgas or tribal councils. 

The reason for this anomaly is historical. Ever since the 
occupation of India by Britain the frontier has been a special 
problem. For one thing, fear ot Russia in the old days—the 
Walking Bear of Mr. Kipling—demanded a ‘strong’ frontier 
policy. This gateway to India had to be protected. For 
another, the tribes themselves made trouble, marauding from 
their hills into the Indus plains. For fifty or sixty years, say 
from the Indian Mtitiny to Lord Curzon, the tribesmen made 
repeated raids, and bad regularly to be pushed back. The 
point was—how far to push them back? 

There were two schools of British thought. One, the ‘For¬ 
ward School’, suggested cleaning up the tribes once for all 
right to the Afghan Frontier. This would have meant exhaus¬ 
tive and expensive military operations. The other, the 
‘Close Border’ School, suggested retiring altogether from the 
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hills and inakiut>’ Biitain’s line ol’ defence the river Indus. 
Neither school had its way. Lord Curzon invented a com¬ 
promise, which has persisted with modifications to this day. 
The Frontier region is divided into two spheres. In one, 
the British hold complete power in the ordinary way. In the 
other, the elastic belt between the two frontiers, the tribesmen 
remain in theory independent. 

This compromise turned out to be particularly useful in 
relations between Britain and Afghanistan. Should Afghan¬ 
istan be unfriendly—and there was an Afghan war as late as 
1919—the tribal areti provides a convenient buffer. If Afghan¬ 
istan is iriendly, as it is now, tire British, acting against the 
tribes, are saved the embariassmenl of pushing them into 
Afghan territory. The belt of tribal area permits (he British 
to deal with the tribes without coming too close to Afghan¬ 
istan. And the Afghans are among the most sensitive of the 
earth’s people in regard to territorial infringements. 

The British control their own territory by, of course, British 
latv and British force of arms, under a Congress government. 
They control tribal territory largely by a system of subsidie.s— 
bribes. The tribes are divided into two categories, the 
‘assured clans’, and those not a.ssured. The ‘assured clans’ are 
those that get money. They are paid to keep quiet; in return 
the British ‘assure’ them protection. All told, the annual 
‘assurance’ bill on the North West Frontier is probably 
£500,000. 

The military complexion of the frontier is picturesque. 
There are no British troops in tribal territory—with one ex¬ 
ception to be noted presently below. In British territory there 
are, it goes without saying, troops of the Indian army and of 
the British army in India; in tribal territory there are tribal 
levies called Khassadars, 

These Khassadars wear almost any kind of costume, though 
puggaree (turban) distingukshes them; they supply their own 
rifles and their own food; they are paid twenty-hve rupees per 
month. It is a remarkable system. The men arc volunteers, 
and many former raiders have given up warfare to join up. 
The Khassadars look fairly sloppy, but I was assured that they 
made good troops. They are a great convenience to the British, 
not only because many tribesmen are bought off from making 
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tioublc, buL because—if the Khassadars should happen Lo join 
^varring tribes or run away—the British lose no rifles, no 
officers, no prestige. The Khassadar system transmits to the 
tiiliesmea theinsehcs the responsibility of maintaining order. 

But in one tribal district the British have definitely under¬ 
taken military penetration and occupation. This is Waziri- 
stan. Here distinction between ‘administered’ and ‘non-ad- 
ministered’ areas loses its meatring; here the administrative 
boundary lias been pushed almost to the actual Durand Line, 
or political fronlier. This happened when the British deter¬ 
mined to clean up Waziristan after the Afghan war in 1919; 
they dotted the country with military posts, and began to build 
roads, in order to keep the Wazirs—a turbulent people—per¬ 
manently .subdued, d’his decision caused much woe. 

Helen of Troy on the North West Frontier 

Her name w^as Musamat Ram, and she came from a town 
named Bannu. At least that was her name in the beginning; 
now she is called ‘Islam Bibi’, the Baby of Islam if you prefer. 
Her story happened to coincide with that of a tribal chieftain 
known as the Faqir of Ipi, and the combination of the two 
produced a war. This Baby of Islam, this modern Helen of 
Troy, was a contributory cause to setting more than 35,000 
British and Indian troops in motion. Probably she never saw 
£100 in her life. So far she, plus circumstances, has cost the 
British and Indian taxpayer about £7.500 per day above nor¬ 
mal military expenditure, or a total of roughly £2,250,000 to 
the end of 1937. 

I-Ielcn of Troy, wife of Menelaus, ran off with the Trojan 
Paris some twenty-nine hundred years ago. So the legend 
goe.s. Musamat Ram, ‘Islam Bibi’, ran off with a Moslem 
schoolmasier in 1936. The abduction of the first Helen of 
Troy set Greeks marching against the inhabitants of Asia 
Minor. The abduction of this contemporary Helen of Troy 
set Wazirs marching against British, The first Helen was 
carried off by an alien prince; her people rose to retrieve her. 
The second Helen went away with one of her own people, 
but against her people’s will. The first Helen caused a war 
in which many gods played great part. The second performed 
her role because of a fierce religious crisis. 
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Musainaf Ram was a f>ir] of siood Hindu family who—note 
well the ap]3roximatc aoe—was ‘about’ sixteen when she met 
a yotino- Moslem named Nnr Ali Shah. IIc was a .st hoolmaster 
in her native town. Also he was a Sayyed, or lineal descendant 
of the Prophet Mohammed, and thus a Moslem of a peculiarly 
Moslem sort. Of course Hindu-Moslem tension and bitter¬ 
ness is an old story on the Frontier. Musamat Ram ran off 
with the younp; Moslem of iicr own free will, she says; he 
abducied her, according to the story of her outraged parents. 

They weic so indign.mt not only because her abductor was 
a Moslem, but becau.se she was under age and had married 
without her |jarents’ consent. The Hindu family system is 
parsimoniously rigid; daughters are their parents’ property 
and should bring a good pi ice at matrimony. So the parents 
called in the police, who brought Mmsamat Ram back, and 
jailed her young man. I’hen began a long series of legal 
processes. 

First Nur Ali Shah was sentenced to jail for two years for 
abductiott. latter the sentence was reduced. Musamat Ram 
rose in court, amid a tangle of lawyers and birth certificates, 
and denied she was a Hindu any longer; she said that she had 
embiaced fslam. The court ruled that she must return to 
her parents anyway. The case was appealed, and again the 
parents won. Musamat Ram, still asserting that she was now 
a Mohammedan, was dragged back to her parents’ home. 
They packed her off to exile, and betrothed her to a 
Hindu. 

Now the affair entered politics. Someone called the Faqir 
of Ipi took it up. He took it up by making war. 

The Waziristan War 

The war known as the Waziristan war, led on the Waziri¬ 
stan side by the Faqir of Ipi, began in November 1936, 
fizzled out after a year of serious fighting in December 19371 
and cropped up in the shape of minor rebellions again in 
1938. The Faqir, a youthful fanatic, was not well-known in 
Waziristan before the war began. British intelligence officers 
ticketed him No. 40 in their list of Waziri chiefs. His 
brother was supposed to be a much more important fellow. 
The Faqir held a minor post in government service for some 
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years and had a I'eputation for fervent devotion to Moham¬ 
medanism and little more. 

What the Faqir did was to seize on the abduction case and 
make a burning issue of if. He inflamed the countryside by 
harangues explaining the scandal and denouncing the kafirs, 
infidels, who had brought ruin to this converted Moslem 
maiden. He gave her the new name, Islam Bibi, and exhorted 
his followers to icvenge themselves on the British and the 
Hindus. He preached a jehad, holy war. The countryside 
became restive, and in November 1936 the British decided to 
make a show of force in the region, by means of a ‘Flag 
March’ through the disaffected territory; they sent out a 
small detachment, to impress the villagers. Then a curious 
incident occurred. A stampede of mules took place, and some 
400 mules laden with their burden, which happened to be 
military overcoats, scampered into the hills of the Khaisora 
Valley. So a wonderful rumour spread—that the British had 
been defeated in battle, and the 400 overcoats were looted 
from the deadi A small item perhaps, but it increased ten¬ 
sion. Hostilities began. 

The British found that the Faqir of Ipi—he took this name 
from the Waziri village which was his headquarters—was a 
person of some quality. I-Ie had political ability and he was 
full of tricks. For instance he knew that the British never 
bombed a locality without first sending down warning pamph¬ 
lets. So, moving to a new encampment, he told his followers 
that he had the power to turn bombs into paper. The Royal 
Air Force squadrons duly turned up; they scattered their 
leaflets, as ihe Faqir knew they would; proudly he showed 
the village the bits of papers which he said had been bombs. 

On another occasion the Faqir claimed that he could turn 
machine-gun bullets into paper too. Serious fighting had be¬ 
gun by this time. A mournful woman shotved him the body 
of her son, fallen in battle, and demanded that the Faqir eat 
his boastful words. He imperturbably replied, ‘Ah, yes, 
your ,son is dead; it is because you did not believe in me 
enough.’ 

The Faqir seized not only on the Islam Bibi affair but on 
other sources of Hindu-Moslem trouble, for instance the Shah- 
idgunj Mosque case in Lahore—a complicated business in 
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regard to right oL' religious worship—and the old case o£ Ran- 
gila Rasul. A Hindu journalist named Rajpal wiole a book 
called Licentious Pnophet. It purported to be a biography ol 
Mohammed and it was luriously resented by the Moslem com¬ 
munity. Tile author was arrested, and the High Court 
acquitted him alter a lower court had given him five years 
on a criminal libel charge. Fierce controversy raged. There 
were three dillcrent attempts to assassinate Rajpal; finally a 
young Moslem got to him and did kill him. The Moslem 
assas,sin was then hanged. The Moslems in the north have 
considered this a bitter giicvaucc over since. 

These were various items in the origin of the Waziristan 
war. The Faqir himself would add another. He denies that 
he ever encouraged the tribes to raid or loot; he asserts that 
he acted purely as a nationalist patriot. The basic cause o£ 
the war, he insists, was the occupation by Britain of the Waziri 
tribal areas: the British provoked the people of Waziristan to 
armed resistance by entering territory they had no ‘right’ to 
enter, and the Waziris had to defend themselves. 

The British technique in a highly clifTicult and expensive 
campaign was to advance slowly, establish posts ahead, build 
safe roads between them, and, above all, use the air. ’Fhe air 
was indispensable. Yet all the time the British had to act 
with the utmost caution; they had to keep two contrary objec¬ 
tives in view, to w'ipc up the Wazirs and capture the Faepr; 
second, to do this as gently as pcwsible, .so that other tribesmen 
would not rise and join the enemy. They Iiad to catch the 
Faqir, but they had to catch him inconspicuously. They had 
to concpier one enemy, but by means tvhich tvould not give 
them more enemies in the same region. 

The war ended in a draw. First, the Faqir was never 
caught. (Had he been caught, he would not have been hanged 
or even punished; instead, in their curious way, the British 
would have given him a good job somewhere.) He dodged 
back into tlie Madda Khcl country, close to the Afghan border, 
and the British can’t find him. Second, the other tribes did 
not rise. Had the fighting spread to the Mahsuds near by, 
the war would have been thrice as dilRcult and costly. Mid¬ 
way through the war Musainat Ram, Islam Bibi, ceased to be 
an important issue. The court reversed the previous verdict. 
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She was adjudged a Moslem after all, her lover got out of jail, 
and triumphantly she rejoined him. 

There are three schools of thought among the British as 
to means of permanent settlement of the Waziri problem and 
the Frontier area. The hard-boiled school says to wipe the 
tribes out, disarm them completely, and end the paradox 
whereby there are two frontiers. But to put this policy into 
effect would cost millions of pounds, and might necessitate a 
ten years’ ramjiaign. Also it might bring complications ivith 
Afglianislan. 

The second school suggests maintaining the present system, 
but improving it. That is, build barbed wire fences, build 
more forts, keep the tribes in better order by stricter military 
means. Third, otlicr military experts and most of the civilians 
say let matters rest as they are, trust in the subsidy system and 
the Khassadars, and hope for the best. The easiest solution 
is 10 train the tribes to maintain order themselves. 

A major constituent of the Frontier problem is economics. 
The tribes raid for booty. Give them enough to live on, 
and they ivill raid no more. But there are great difficulties 
in the way of economic improvement. The country is arid, 
iiTTgation is impracticable: the native Khans or landowners 
arc jealous of their privileges. The best thing to do is build 
more roads. The roads add life to the land; they help to make 
the land safe, to bring security and gain. 

Afghanistan 

We have little space for Afghanistan, Tibet, Burma, and 
the other regions adjacent to India, Afghanistan, an inde¬ 
pendent kingdom, rugged and railwayless, is a kind of foot¬ 
note to Per.sia, which I will deal with in the next chapter, 
but it is several generations behind Persia. The Afghans are 
incredibly sensitive. A London newspaper correspondent 
once inadvertently called the British Legation the ‘Resi¬ 
dency’, which it had recently been; the Afghans considered 
themselves so affronted that they refused him permission to 
re-enter the country. Another journalist once aroused severe 
protests by mentioning that flies swarmed in the bazaars of 
Kabul, the remote capital. 
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Even erlucaicd Afghans have litLle experience of the west. 
It is said of the former king, Amanullah, that on his trip to 
Euro]ie in 1937 ho became convinced that the Russian navy 
was stronger than the British, because in Leningrad harbour 
he saw old-fashioned cruisers with four tall funnels, whereas 
the up-to-the-minute British ships had only one short ouel 
When an American diplomat presented his credentials some 
years ago, he was the third American citizen ever to arrive in 
Kabul. Amanullah asked him where he came from. The 
diplomat replied, ‘California.’ Amanullah commented that 
Calilornia must obviously he the most im]xntant American 
state, since the other two Americans who had been in Afghan¬ 
istan had also-—it happened—been Californians. One Afghan 
foreign minister was delighted to attend the Disarmament 
Conference at Geneva. lie thought that, if disarmament 
came, it would provide a good chance for Afghanistan to buy 
arms cheaply, One Afghan ruler got tremendous pleasure out 
of Scars Roebuck catalogues. He eoiddn’t read them, but the 
pictures fa.scinated him. 

Amanullah came to the throne in 1919, after his father, a 
powerful montirch, had reigned for twcnl y years. From about 
1880 Great Britain had .special ‘treaty relations’ with Afghan¬ 
istan, and paid the country a subsidy of £120,000 per year, in 
return for which it protected the Frontier and ‘superintended’ 
its foreign relations, Amanullah, a stout person, resented 
this, and waged war on Britain. The British slapped him 
back, and then—with that consummate shrewdness winch dis¬ 
tinguishes British imperialism—gave him what he wanted. 
They withdrew their control, and stopped the subsidy. 
Afghanistan became an independent state, poorer by £120,000 
a year—and with Britain still unofficially holding the strings. 

This Amanullah, worthy and well-meaning, was bitten deep 
with western virus. He wanted to modernise his primitive 
country, organise the wild tribesmen into a stable state. Fie 
was greatly influenced by his intelligent and able wife, 
Souriya, the daughter of a newspaper man who was descended 
from the old kings of Khandahar. But Amanullah had in¬ 
cessantly to beat clown his own people, who, extremely back¬ 
ward Moslems, resented improvement. Fie w'anted to reduce 
the power of the mullahs —priests—and to divide up the land. 
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In 1923 civil war stalled because his govcrnuicnL passed a law 
modilying tlie old right of a father to marry his daughter to 
whom he chose. In 1923 a girl did not like her father’s choice 
of fiance; she heard ol the new law, and sought to have it 
invoked in her case. Fler father promptly locked her up, con¬ 
sulted the village elders, shot her, and stirred up a revolution. 
In 1929 came another revolution, as a result of which rimanul- 
lah had to abdicate and lice. He had ordered deputies to the 
new parliament to wear western dress—shocking innovation! 
—and he had pushed other reforms too fast, especially those 
aimed at the priests. He wound the watch too tight; it sprang 
hack at him. To-day, a royal exile, he lives in Rome. 

The British hated to see Amanullah displaced. They liked 
him and worked well with him—even though he had been 
‘too impressed’ by Moscow. A confused period followed. For 
a week he was succeeded by a brother, whom the British had 
hopes of; the brother was in turn forced off the throne, and 
the R.A.F. Hew him out of Kabul. Then came the king known 
as the ‘Water Boy’, Bacha Saqao, an upstart of peasant blood, 
who lasted nine months and whose regime collapsed—in the 
stately words of the Imndon T imes —‘in an orgy of licentious¬ 
ness’. Bacha was chased out by a cousin of Amanullah’s known 
as Nadir, who became king as Nadir Shah. He had been 
Amanullah’s best general, and was serving as Minister to Paris 
when the Water Boy seized power. Nadir gave promise of 
exceptionally enlightened rule, and might have become one of 
the great men of contemporary Asia, but in 1933 he was mur¬ 
dered by an inflamed student. 

The King to-day is Nadir’s youthful son, who was born in 
1914. But the real rulers arc his three uncles, who are Nadir’s 
surviving brothers, lire uncles form a powerful triumvirate, 
and the British hope devoutly that nothing happens to them. 
One, tiashim Khan, the strongest man in the country, is prime 
minister; another, Shah Mahmud, is defence minister. 

Afghanistan has twelve million people. Its 250,000 square 
miles are a broad nugget between Persia, the U.S.S.R., the 
extreme western tip of Sinkiang (China), and British India. 
Were the country more penetrable, more tJevelopcd economic¬ 
ally, the obvious strategic importance of this position would 
be enhanced. As it is, Kabul is the scene of covert tension 
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bcuvecii Britaiti and the U.S.S.R.; Germany, too, has been 
active diplomatically. Spies ol several nations are atlacbecl 
to the 1 emote consulaLc.s and listening posts. Even the 
Jtipancsc htive entered the Al'gban picture. They .sell bicycles 
in Kalnil for £1, and hire .secret agents. But it is .said tbeir 
tactics in espionage arc not good; they pick sjric.s already hired 
by others. 

Here—at long last—we can say good-bye to the Japanese, 
with whom indeed we have had little contact lor some time. 
They play little political role in Asia beyond Afghanistan. 

Tibetan Topsyturvy 

Here one must liold one’s head. Tibet is without parallel. 
I have written to the point of .satiety about the inter-relations 
of religion and jrolitics in Asia; in "I’ibct the admixture reaches 
its extreme fotm, for it is a purely theocratic slate. It is 
governed by Buddhist or lanuaist priests who are considered 
almost literally diviitc, and who exert their power by terms 
of an extraordinarily complex convention. The rulers of the 
cotintry arc incarnations of the Heavenly Buddha—no less. 

'riiere are two chief sources ctf spiritual (which means tem¬ 
poral) authority, the Teshu Lama (lama = priest) and the 
Dalai lanna. They arc in theory of equal rank, and botJi are, 
as it -were, the leader of the country; it is as it England had 
two kings, or Vatican City two popes. The Dalai Ltima lives 
in Lhassa, the capital, and tends to stress the temporal 
side of rule, while the Teshu Lama, more spiritutil, lives 
in Shigatsc monastery. Often tlicre is rivalry helween the 
two, but in theory they complement each other. They 
are like the Archbishops of Canterbury and York; depending 
on circumstances and personality, one may at the moment be 
more prominent than the other.' The Tibetans want two 
lamas, so that the elder may train the younger, and so that the 
younger may as.sist in the divination of the successor when the 
elder dies, 

The lamas arc cho,sen by reincarnation, Tibet is, it may 
be safely asserted, the only state in the world in which the 

' The double motif is conspicuous in Tibetan life; for in.slance there are 
two equal commanders-in-chief of the array—neither of whom incidentally 
need be a military man. 
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liciv is .selected by iiillcxible rule after the ruler’s death; until 
the ruler dies, no one can know who the successor will be, 
because the successor should be an infant born at approxi¬ 
mately the moment that the lama dies. The principle is that 
of reincarnation: the soul of the departing lama who is a per¬ 
sonification of Buddha, must enter a child born as neaxdy as 
possible at the same time, so that the progression is continu¬ 
ous; the life of Buddha never stops. The new lama, usually a 
child, is found by divination. Secret signs are discerned; 
initials of the previous lama may shimmer in his home. But 
the successor must be searched for, and found, among all the 
children in the realm. 

Sometimes—in fact often—no reincarnation of the lama 
can be discovered for years. The Tibetans are very strict in 
following their ritual. Parties are sent out to look for the 
chosen infant, and may spend a decade in the search, with 
frequent false alarms. This means, obviously, that there are 
often long regencies-, some have lasted twenty years, Thus 
developed, loo, abuse of the ritual, because unscrupulous 
regents could attempt to retain power by frustrating the 
search, or even-—as happened several times in the last century 
—by poisoning prospective candidates. Not merely the Teshu 
and Dalai lamas arc reincarnated. So are hundreds of others, 
the chief dignitaries in the great monasteries and other per¬ 
sonages of stale. 

The situation in 1939 is that Tibet has no Teshu Lama. 
The last one, a distinguished and pious old man, died in exile 
in China last year-—he shocked Tibet greatly by fleeing for 
political reasons—and no reincarnation has been found. The 
present Dalai Lama is a boy of four, who is said to have been 
discovered in March iggS, in a remote part of Tibet, after a 
five-year search. The former Dalai Lama died in 1933, a man 
of humble origin. He was the thirteenth of his line, the first 
Dalai Lama having been created in a.d. 1391. 

Government is dominated by the priestly class, which is not 
surprising since at least one son of every family becomes a 
monk; one-fifth of the total population are priests. Since only 
one lama exists at present, and since he is a small child, the 
contemporary power resides with a regency—in theory. The 
present regent, a priest named Thupten Jampel Yishey 
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(iycuitscu, WAS hoin in 1911, a pooi boy. lie wa.s clLsiovoiod 
to be the riLth iuauualion ot the head of the great Rcting 
nionastciy, and took part in the search for the new Dalai Lama, 
On compiclion ol his studies at the monastery of Sera in 1934 
he became icgent. For a special reason. There arc compli¬ 
cations in Tibet. 

llehind the regent is a more potent figtire, the prime 
minister. The [)i eseni one is Yapshi Langdtin Kung; he was 
born in njofi, and he hcramc prime minister in 1926. Fie is 
not a priest, and he got his job from the then Dalai Lama, who 
deliheralely wanted a very yotitliful (and hence weak) prime 
minister; when the Dalai Lama died, this young prime 
mirnstcr (tvho vwis not so weak) turned posthumous tables on 
him by appointing the regent, who is even younger (and 
weaker) than himself. So to-day we have a new Dalai Lama, 
a boy of four, for whom a twenty-cight-year-old regent reigns, 
who is in tiun conti oiled by a thirty-thrcc-ycar-old prime 
minister. The prime minister is boss. However—just to 
make it simple—this is not the whole story. Bcltind all these 
dignitaries is the personage known as the ‘Official Oracle’. 
Born in ihy.p he is the Oreat F^aina of Nechung monastery, 
and must be consulted by all in any crisis. In giving advice 
he goes into a trance, thus putting himself at the disposal of 
the deity. 

The chief lamas arc buried in Lhassa, the capital. They 
are given magnillcent shrines. A new one, erected in memory 
of the last Dtdai Lama, was recently built at Potala, on a hill 
crowning the city; it is roofed in .solid gold worth one million 
pounds. 

A word on temporal matters. Tibet, as we know, is tech¬ 
nically part of China, and is shown to be Chinese territory on 
most maps. In plain fact the Chinese Government plays no 
political role in Lhassa whatever. Ever since the British first 
forced their way into the country, through the Younghusband 
mission in igog, Tibet has been predominantly under their 
influence—exerted largely by remote control. There is no 
British representative in Lhassa, where the Tibetans do not 
wish foreigmers to live; a British agent is stationed at Gyantse, 
nearer the frontier. Treaty relations between Britain and 
China over Tibet are ob.scure. Occasionally a British mission 
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visits the country. The most recent one brought something 
tha( Tibet had never seen before—movies. The shrewd Bri- 
tisli chose a Rin-Tin-Tin dog film, an old Chaplin comedy, 
and a documentary of England’s kings. 

The British spearhead into Tibet is Sikkim, the most north¬ 
ward of the Indian princely states. Normally one assumes 
Tiliet to be locked ofl' from the world by some kind of special 
barrier; in fact the only barrier is the natural one of geo,graphy 
(the pa.ss into the country is 14,000 feet high), and there is not 
even a gendarme at the Sikkim-Tibet boundary. The real 
frontier is that between British India and Sikkim, which is 
carefully controlled. Visitors to Sikkim are required to sign 
a pledge that they will not enter Tibet. Should a visitor do 
so, he probably would not be torn to pieces if he behaved sen¬ 
sibly; the Tibetans arc pleasant if aloof people, and strangers 
—if they get in—are simply escorted back (o the frontier. 

The Maharaja of Sikkim is a shy, smiling Buddhist in a 
yellow robe, whose hair is still braided, who listens to London 
on a huge new radio, and whose children ask wistfully about 
gangsters in Chicago. 

Two Political Curiosities 

Nepal is an extraordinarily interesting state in the Hima¬ 
layas between Tibet and British India. Since 1923 it has been 
independent, though the British continue to give it an annual 
subsidy—1,000,000 rupees (£74,000) a year, which is not 
much—and to recruit from Nepal the Gurkhas who are among 
the best troops in the Indian army. Nepal, though flanked 
by Buddhist states, is a citadel of Hinduism in its most extreme 
form; the penalty of killing a cow is —still!—death. It is ruled 
by a king, known as the Golden Basilisk, a figurehead; by 
Nepalese tradition, power is vested in the maharaja or prime 
minister, who holds his post by a semi-hereditary process. His 
relation to the king is almost precisely that of the Shogun to 
the Japanese Emperor before 1868. 

Since 1934 Nepal has sent a minister to the Court of St. 
James. This flattered the Nepalese—who are enormously 
sensitive, like the Afghans—but it presented difficulties, since 
no Nepalese Brahman may cross water without losing caste. 
Ei^entually it was arranged that the Nepalese envoy should 
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take the trip, duly lose caste, and then rei>ain it when he 
returned to Nepal by a special and drastic purification cere¬ 
mony. 

The neighbouring state of Bhutan is in a category of its 
own; it is neither completely independent, nor is it a princely 
.state like other Indian native states. Like Nepal, it was ori¬ 
ginally ])art of China, and like Tibet, it is Buddhist in reli¬ 
gion, The British conti'ol the foreign rclation.s—if any—of 
Bhutan, and pay it a small subsidy. 'I’he ruling Maharaja, 
born in 1956, has the picturesque name of Jig-me Wang-chuk; 
the Gliinese strain is very conspicuous in Itis features, and he 
wears his hair long. Ilis prime minister is an engaging and 
intelligent personality, the Raja Dorji. Bhutan is probably 
the only state in tlie world in tvhich clcjtliants became a prob¬ 
lem in policy. An ‘Elephant Convention’ has been signed 
with British India, so that the Bhutanese get rccoivtpcnsc for 
their elephants who migrate to Itiditm territory every spring, 
and gel killed there. 

The Pleasant Burmese 

Burma is a big country. It covers sfii.ooo square miles, 
precisely the area of the old Austria-Hungary, It has con- 
spictioits resources in silver, tin, teak, tungsten, :ind oil, and 
is the biggest rice exporting natioti in the world; the British 
dctachccl it from the dying body of the Manchit Empire in the 
iSfio’s, and have exploited it ever since, 'The Burmese, a 
pleasant people, still bear strong Chinese characteristics; they 
arc Buddhists, and by and large arc more animated than 
Indians, more cheerful. There is no caste in Burma, no 
purdah. The Englishman says that you can tell when you 
have entered Burma bccau.se the Burmese smile. 

Burma was separated from India by the 1995 Act. At 
present, like Ceylon, it is aciministered by the Colonial Oflice, 
though later it will have a special status. The British, as 
always, are elastic. By cutting Burma off from India (Aden 
on the Arabian peninsula was cut off at the same time), Britain 
assures itself of footholds on both sides of India, should the 
almost inconceivable eventuality of successful Indian revolu¬ 
tion occur. But the Indian National Congress is increasing 
its strength in Burma .steadily. 
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The chieE political issue in Burma is resentment by the 
underpossessed, who have now reached political conscious¬ 
ness through the ‘Thakins’, or young- radicals, against the pri¬ 
vileges oE the yellow-robed Buddhist priests. During 1938 
there were intermittent serious riots between Moslems and 
Buddhists, especially in the capital, Rangoon. The prime 
minister, and the biggest man in the country, is a Eorty-five- 
year-old lawyer, Dr. Ba Maw. He is cautiously leEtish. The 
competent home minister, a chunky smiling man, whose wife 
is American, is U Paw Tun. In Burmese ‘U’ is an honorific 
corresponding roughly to mister. 

So much for the vast complex of India and its periphery. 
We turn now to the new world of the Middle East, 
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KING OF KINGS: THE SHAH OF IRAN 


‘I have made my eountiy young, and myiclf old.’ 

—His Imperial Majesty Reza Siiaii Pahlevi. 

E ntrancf, into Iran, whitli is the offirial name o[ Persia 
nowadays, is explosive. Here is the real Asia, here is Asia 
naked. This is tlic magnificent and impregnable inner fast- 
ne.s.s of the Moslem world. For two days, three day,s, your 
car bounces and .slithers, writhes and groans, climbing the 
terrific passes between Bagdad and Teheran, wallowing in 
stones and mud, leaping crevasses and landslips, penetrating 
villages which can have changed very little since the days of 
Xcrxe.s, and cutting across countiy tlie colour of Gorgon/ola 
cheese and the consistency of pumice .stone, 

This country, which killed Alexander the Great and pro¬ 
duced the Arclchil carpet, exists in sevcial dimensions. On 
the hori7onlaI plane it lies between the Caspian and the 
Persian Crulf and thus is a buffer between the Soviet Union 
and British India, Considered vertically, it is a crust of rock, 
like wax sealing a bottle of paste, on top of some of the richest 
oil deposits in the world. From the point of view of time, 
it is one of the most ancient of sfatc.s—and until recently one 
of the most dilapidated—brought by the energy and acumen 
of the present Shah to the threshold of modern times. 

Iran is a fa.stnc,s.s not only because of its iullexiblc geography 
and remoteness, but by reason of the primitive character of it.s 
people. There are about 15,000,000 of them, living on a 
plateau three times as big as France. They are villagers and 
nomads mostly. Iranians are Aryan by race, not Semitic like 
the other peoples of the Middle East; their langnnge, though it 
is written in roughly the same alphabet as Arabic, differs from 
Arabic as much, say, as £ngli,sh differs from Porttxgucsc. T'hcy 
are mostly Moslems of the Shia variety, fanatically backwarcl. 
All through his career the Shah has had to fight the mullahs, 
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priests. A lorcigner will, literally, be torn to pieces should 
he try to gain entrance to some of the more holy shrines. 
Recently the Shah introduced a considerable reform: visitors 
may enter some mosques—provided they have police protec¬ 
tion! 

The villages, built mostly of mud, haven’t changed much 
since Xerxes—but they do have filling stations. They are 
desolate with poveity and squalor—but the petrol pump has 
become the centre of the community. The trucks, the 
camions, drink the petrol, then plunge onward to Ispahan 
or Shiraz or Teheran. The trucks roar up and down the 
Iranian roads all day, all night, carrying cargoes of tea and 
opium, rugs and lubricating oil. The roads are dangerous. 
On the three-day trip to Teheran I counted five monsters 
demolished at the bottom of ravines. 

As more cars, more trucks, lunge through the rocks and 
mud, as more roads are built, the life of the modern world 
comes to the villages. I saw children marching neatly to school 
—the girls wear a grey smock with white cufls, a sort of uni¬ 
form—and one proudly showed me her new geography text¬ 
book. The old restrictions on travel, which were incredibly 
onerous—the visitor had to pass a police examination entering 
and leaving every village, even if he were travelling direct from 
the frontier to Teheran—have been largely eliminated. There 
are movies in some of the towns. Along the road, the gen¬ 
darmes try to be helpful; they are uniformed in blue, blue 
being the colour of hope. 

We slid into a camel caravan just outside Teheran. The 
road was asphalt at last, incredible and merciful relief. 

My chauffeur, who spoke a little French, permitted himself 
an observation. The Shah, who believes in the modern world, 
will not admit camels into Teheran itself, the chauffeur said; 
in fact, he almost refuses to concede that camels still exist. 
So the caravans have to sleep outside the city gates. The 
chauffeur chuckled. Then he asked quite seriously: TIave 
you got rid of the camels yet in Paris and New York?’ 

Entrance into Teheran is exciting loo. The city is one of 
the most beautiful I have ever seen, dominated by the 16,000 
feet of snowy Mount Deraevand. The new boulevards are 
spacious, the trees are nicely planted. But between street and 
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jDavenicnt are the ditches, full of dogs, cats, and the drinking 
water. Tcheran docs things by sudden j uinps. It is a mixture 
of primiiiveness and .sophistication. Splenclid boulevards and 
dial telephones—but no sewage .system I 

At ihc end of one imposing tree-lined street I came across a 
building that puzzled me. Architecturally it seemed familiar. 
It was handsomely built, severe in style, a sturdy cube of steel 
and concrete. Inside I .saw what seemed to be a concourse, 
concrete ramps, broad steps leading somewhere, and oval win- 
doMts guarded by .shining rails. Then it dawned on me. The 
building was the new railway station, but my guide ex¬ 
plained that, although the station was complete, there still 
were no trains. 

A large area near the centre of Telieran has been levelled. 
This i.s^—-if I may use the word ‘is’—the stock exchange or 
bourse. Several years ago the Shah decided that Teheran, like 
other great capitals, must have a bourse. An international 
architects’ competition produced admirable pkins. Then 
someone saw pictures of another slock exchange bigger than 
the winning blueprints. So the plans were scrapped. The 
Shah wanted the biggest bourse in the world. But financial 
stringency came to Iran, the building was never erected, and 
the site is still an empty ruin. 

Recently the new and magnificent opera house was com¬ 
pleted. But Iran has no opera! 

Career of the Shah-in-Shah 

Reza Shah Pahlevi, whose story is one of the greatest Horatio 
Alger episodes in history, was born in the district of Mazan- 
deran, near the Casjoian, about sixty-five years ago. No one 
knows the exact date or exact circumstances. The man who 
reached one of the most renowned thrones in the world, who 
became Shah-in-Shah (King of Kings), Shadow of the Al¬ 
mighty, Vice Regent of God, and Centre of the Universe, is 
distinctly a man of the people, a kind of modern Gxsar or 
Cromwell, who lifted himself into history by his own boot¬ 
straps, who rose from humble origins by his own inherent 
cpialities of courage and endurance. At forty he was an un¬ 
known officer. In his early fifties he was Shah of Persia. 

Very little is known of his youth. He was certainly poor, 
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though his family may have been well established in the 
region. He could have had only the briefest schooling, be¬ 
cause when he first became prominent he was almost illiterate. 
Probably he tended (locks in Mazanderan, like the other pea¬ 
sant boys; jirobably he lived in a mud hut and ate bits of 
sheep for supper; possibly he had heard of Darius and Cyi'us, 
whom he was to succeed. One story is that for a time he was 
a servant in a loreign legation in Teheran. It is more likely, 
howeter, that he may have been posted to duty there as a 
legation guard, after he joined the army. Teheran is full of 
apocryphal stories of the Shah's humble origins and early 
career. 

We begin with a fact. As a boy Reza took to soldiering; 
he enlisted in the Cossack division of the Persian army, a 
Petsian force officered by Russians. Weak Persia used foreign 
officers then; the old dynasty was crumbling, and the country 
was a battleground of mercenaries. In the north the Cossack 
division exerted a strong Russian influence; the South Persian 
Rifles, officered by British, dominated the south; a neutral 
Swedish gendarmerie kept order in Teheran. For twenty 
years Reza was a trooper in the Cossack division. He finally 
rose from the ranks to become an officer. 

The War came and it seemed for a time that the old hungry 
enemies, Britain and Russia, would gobble Persia between 
them. Technically Persia remained neutral; nevertheless 
British troop,s occupied a zone in the south, and operated, 
first against the Turks, then against the Rus.sians, in the north. 
Once again we cross the trail of western imperialism and its 
ambitions. The Bolshevik revolution led to intervention by 
the Allies, and British and Soviet troops fought along the Cas¬ 
pian. Meantime the old Russian officers fled or were killed, 
and the Cossack division began to distintegrate. 

A British colonel named Smythe was stationed at Kazvin, in 
northern Persia. This was in 1920, by which time the British 
had a virtual protectorate over the country. Smythe spotted 
Reza as an officer of courage, and put him in command of the 
Cossack division, hoping thus to save it. Later General Sir 
Edmund Ironside came to Kazvin to arrange withdrawal of 
British troops. Ironside confirmed Reza’s appointment. Had 
it not been for the discerning eyes of these two British officers. 
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Reza Khan (as he was then known) might have lived and died 
an obscure Cossack ollicer. 

Tntervernion against the Bolsheviks failed; the British gave 
up (heir Persian foothold, and Lord Curzon saw Ins dream 
disappear, that of a roseate British bloc from Dardanelles to 
the Indus, through Turkey, Persia, and Afghanistan. At about 
the same time tlie Russians, for quite cUn'erent reasons, 
dropped Persia too; Lenin offered to give up special rights 
there, and in 1931, a Ru.ssian-Persian treaty freed Persia from 
its obligations to the Czar. The Russians gave Persia joint 
command of the Caspian iSea, cancelled about £4,000,000 in¬ 
debtedness, and proclaimed the end of Czarist imperialism. 
On the other hand, the Russians maintained the riglit to send 
troops into Persia in case intervention began again. 

It didn’t. And an interesting thing happened. Persia had 
been so long a bufler between Britain and Russia that it had 
seemingly no will to live alone. Tension between the two 
great powers sit[)poried her; when the tension was withdrawn 
she colhipscd. Corruption ruled Teheran, and banditry all 
but ruled the country. The foreign troops were gone, and 
the morale of government .sank to an uubclievidrlc level. 
Everything was toppling. Tlic reigning sovereign, Sultan 
Ahmed Shah, last of the Kajar dynasty, a fat puppet, lived in 
Deauville and gave fortunes in rubies to chorus girls. Pie was 
called the Grocer-Boy Shah, when he wasn’t called something 
even less complimentary, because he bought the entire grain 
crop of the country during a famine anti then sold it to the 
starving people at fantastic prices. 

In Asia Magazine Vincent Sheean has preserved a precious 
anecdote of this period. ‘Corruption was at its height in 
Teheran in those days, but it is yet to be proved that anyone 
got anything for his money. Rothstein, the Soviet Ambassador 
in Teheran at the time, told me long afterwards in Moscow 
that he had come to the conclusion that Persia was "funda¬ 
mentally sound”. Asked to give the reasons for this view, he 
found an almost unanswerable one. "They will take money 
from anyone,” he explained, ‘‘from the British to-day and from 
the Russians to-morrow, or from the French or the Germans 
or anybody else. But they will never do anything for the 
money. You may buy their country from them six times over, 
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but you will never get it. Therefore I say Persia can never 
go under. Persia is fundamentally sound.’” 

But then something happened—something more significant 
than anything in Persian history since Genghis Khan and 
Tamurlane. 

Reza Khan, the veteran Cossack trooper, now in command 
of his division, advanced into the picture. 

A group of young men, led by a iournalist, Sayyed Zia-ed- 
Din, decided to make a coup d’etat. Their intention was not 
to change the dynasty but merely to install a reformed govern¬ 
ment and they chose Reza as their military arm. Reza picked 
3,500 men from the Kazvin garrison and entered Teheran on 
the night of February 30, 1931. The plans were well made, 
and the co up was bloodless. Reza’s troops simply occupied the 
government offices and a new cabinet was proclaimed, with 
Reza as comiminder-in-chiel of the army. 

Then events came quickly. Reza was obviously the power 
behind the government. He got rid of Zia-cd-Din and made 
himself minister of war. In tgsg, he took office as prime mini¬ 
ster. He spent two years consolidating his position and bring¬ 
ing the remote provinces under his control. He began his 
reforms by importing an American financial commission, and 
he crushed the last powerful semi-autonomous chieftains in 
the south. 

The Grocer-Boy Shah, Sultan Ahmed, returned from the 
ladies of Biarritz and Deauville to lake one quick peek at his 
transformed country. He looked with approval, and appar¬ 
ently was not interested enough in Reza’s growing strength to 
combat it. Fie went back to Paris, gave more rubies to chorus 
girls, and retired to the American hospital there, where he 
died after a fantastically expensive illness. Reza, meantime, 
unusually among Oriental figures, did not bother to revenge 
himself on the old dynasty, members of which still live peace¬ 
ably in Teheran. 

But he ended the old dynasty. He did not wait for Sultan 
Ahmed to die. In October 1935, he forced a measure through 
the Majlis (parliament) unseating Ahmed and the Kajars; a 
few months later he was declared sovereign of Persia, the 
founder of the dynasty of Pahlevi, the name which he now 
adopted. For a time it seems that Reza flirted with the idea 
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—like Kemal in Turkey—of making Persia a republic. But 
he could not ri.sk luilher all routing the old niuUahi, who were 
shocked enough at the displatciiient ol the loiincr royal line. 

.On April 25, 1926, Reza Shall Pahlcvi was ciowncd. He 
had a new ciown made, and, like Napoleon, put it on his 
own head. 

Habits and CharacleiisHcs 

'Now, O King, establish the decree, and sign the wtiling that it be not 
cliangcd, accoiding to the law of the Medes and Persians, whicli alteictli 
not.’ 

—DANntr. vi. 8 . 

The Shah to-day, in his middle or late .sixties—no one knows 
exactly how old he i.s—is still a considerable figure of a man. 
From the earliest clays his staltuc and physitiue marked him. 
The beaked nose (which is deeply scarred), the wide, pure 
white moustaches, the breadth of shoulder—these give him a 
regal presence. So do his formidable temper and the. awe in 
which his people hold him. One rcvetiling little anecdote is 
of llie jockey who lost a big rare in Teheran because he stopped 
to salute the Shah in the royal box. 

I-Iis Imperial Majesty likes the races, and other stories seem 
to link liis good hot trooper’s temperament with racing. Once 
an unknown Turcoman tribesman beat a Persian officer, evi¬ 
dently a strong favourite, in a Teheran race. In full view of 
the diplomatic corps and the 61 ite of Iranian society, the un¬ 
fortunate winner was led to the Shah, who, in the words of the 
London Times (November 28, 193.S), ‘delivered a short lec¬ 
ture and proceeded to kick the tribesman in the stomach’. 

It is recorded that the Queen, quite by accident, let part of 
her face be seen while worshipping some years ago in Kum, 
the burial place of Fatima, daughter of the prophet. She was 
rebuked by the priest in charge, and there was a demonstra¬ 
tion against her. The Shah sent tanks and armoured cars to 
Kum, walked into the mosque with his shoes on, and with his 
own hands administered a severe beating to the priest. 

Teheran officialdom is full of nerves every autumn after the 
annual races on the Turkoman steppe, which the Shah parti¬ 
cularly likes, partly because they are in his home province of 
Mazanderan. The Shah relaxes at the races and returns to 
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his capital refreshed. Then the purge begins. Fur and 
feathers fly, jobs and careers di.sappear, the underlings whim¬ 
per and tvhi.sper, until His Majesty’s spirits calm down. 

His nationalism is violent. For instance, only Persian char¬ 
acters may be used in street signs and the like. Name-plates 
of foreigners in Teheran will be torn from the doors unless 
they are in Pensian. Even the kilometre posts along- the roads 
are painted with Arabic numerals—wliich are quite different 
from the English numerals which we call ‘Arabic’. When he 
is ill—which is seldom—he insists on Persian doctors. 

His political sense, his shrewdness and cunning are highly 
developed. Once he was suspicious of the loyalty of a minister 
of war who was a repi'esentativc of the powerful Bakhtiari 
tribe. So the Shah launched a ballon d’essai to the effect that 
he himself was ill. Duly the tribe became restive. Promptly 
the Shah ‘recovered’, dismissed the minister of war, and broke 
the Bakhtiari power. 

There is virtually no public debt in Persia, and the Persian 
budget is always balanced. The finance minister, since he 
would not conceivably dare face the Shah with a deficit, always 
underestimates the national revenue. Oil royalties and in¬ 
come from the monopolies and otherytalc enterprises, which 
Reza controls, go for public works. Recently the Shah donated 
his private gold to the country, and those crown jewels which 
have no great historical interest are to be sold. 

He works enormously hard, like ahnost all modern dicta¬ 
tors; he rises usually at five, and any cabinet officer or other 
high official may expect a call at any time of day or night. No 
matter what the time is, the person summoned is supposed to 
be at the palace within fifteen minutes. At cabinet meetings 
he scourges his ministers, pumping them full of his own vital¬ 
ity, making them work, making them proud to work, making 
them proud of Iran, He works too hard to have any hobbies— 
except the precious railway he is building. He likes French 
wine, and smokes a little opium occasionally. Pie always 
carries a short string of amber beads which he fingers while 
talking. 

Rulers of eastern countries like to keep their ears close to 
the gi'ound, and it is said that the first person the Shah sees 
every day is the head of the secret police of the army, second. 
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the head oL' the civilian secret police, third, the head of the 
regular police. After the.se come the regular aiidieuces. He 
receives a great many people, and tends to an infinity of details 
himself. When he receives the foreign diplomats he is cour¬ 
teous and almost easy-going; he stands instead of silting on one 
ol his thrones; he usually greets a newcomer by saying that 
he is merely a ‘simple soldier’, which of course he is not. 

He has ttvo palaces in Hcheran, one just outside Teheran 
at Saadaliad, and several summer residences on the Caspian. 
The Gidi.stan (Rose Garden) Palace, traditionally the home of 
the king, is no longer used except for ollicial functions. Part 
of it is now a museum, and part houses the ministry of fot eign 
affairs. The Peacock Throne, which is incidentally not a 
throne at all, but a sort of divan, is in the Gulistan Palace. 
The town palace where the Shah actually lives is a much sim¬ 
pler and more modern building. It lies in the best residential 
quarter of Teheran, surrounded by heavy trees and a twenty- 
foot brick wall. No tralTtc is permitted on the streets sur¬ 
rounding this palace after eigltt al night. 

Tlie Shah is believed to be the largest individual laudowner 
in Asia, except possibly the Einpei'or of Japaii, He owns vast 
properties tlrroughont Iran, latgcly those confiscated from 
rebellious former owners. Early in bis reign he set out to 
break the power of (he feudal landlords; he did so by the 
simple and direct method oL taking over their property, flc 
has not yet attem[)fcd a land reform in the sense of giving 
property to the j^easants, but all the revenues from his laud 
are supposed to be ttirncd into the state budget for the com¬ 
mon welfare. Flis Imperial Majesty is, oddly enough, the only 
monarch in the world in the hotel business. Travel in Persia 
Is a state monopoly; the Shah personally owns most of the 
hotels, especially those along the Caspian. His motive is to 
build up a tourist trade, and to be able to sec that visitors are 
treated well. 

Hfc never entertains, even officially; this is the prime minis¬ 
ter’s job. He is not easily accessible. Only one foreign jour¬ 
nalist, Eugene Lyons, then of the United Press, has ever 
interviewed him. He has few confidants, few friends. He 
rotates people in power, and officials arc not apt to be con- 
Knicuous for verv long periods. No one dares to say No to 
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him. Probably lie is one of the loneliest men in the 
world. 

When the Shah travels, and he travels incessantly, he puts 
up an impressive show. Me likes to go out and see the country 
himscll, lo investigate conditions on the spot, to check local 
allaii's with his own eyes. He generally uses a big, very old 
Rolls-Royce, bullet-proof; his eldest son, the Crown Prince, 
irsually rides with him. 'I'he cavalcade, what with guards and 
advi.scrs, may number sixteen cars; they whip along fairly 
comfortahly, because no irallic of any kind is permitted for a 
day in advance on any road t hat the Shah is using. The roads 
are pttt in order, and the whole route refurbished; houses 
must be while-washed in the villages where Reza stops, and 
fences p:iitued green. The school children get new uniforms 
and are drilled for days to present themselves. They must 
sttind rigid when he jia.sscs, with the exception that they are 
taugiii to shift their eyes gradually from left to right or vice 
versa, in order to keep him in their vision while remaining 
motionless. T'he contrast to procedure before the Emperor 
of Japan is inleresling; the Japanese, as we know, are not 
allowed to lift their eyes to see the monarch. When the Shah 
inivcls the dogs arc killed in any village where he spends the 
night. ' Phis i.s because he is a light sleepctr, easily disturbed by 
noise. U isn't as lieartless as it sound.s, because there are thou- 
.sands of stray dogs in the country, most of them with rabies. 

Simple things please him greatly—things simple to us, but 
perhaps complicated lo him. Oiicc he set out to administer 
wholesale rebukes in a jiroviuce near Azerbaijan, (fic i,s full 
of strong lociilisms, and he happened to have a grudge against 
this section of his country.) But entering it he saw a jack¬ 
knife bridge erected liy one of his engineers. He had never 
seen one before, and he was so pleased that he called off the 
purge. 

Reza, the Shah’s first name, is common in Persia; it is the 
name of a well-known Shia saint, the Imam Reza, who is buried 
in the sacred city of Mesluxh Pahlcvi, the name he adopted 
for his dynasty, is an old word for the Persian language. (Inci¬ 
dentally Tahlcvi’ wa.s the telegraphic address of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia until the Shah appropriated it. The bank 
changed its telegraphic address to ‘Bactria’.) He has renamed 



INSIDE ASIA 


55G 

towns all over the coiiiilvy, some with his own name. In Soviet 
Russia we have Suilinabad, Stalinsk, Stalingrad; in Iran, we 
have Rc/aich lor Uiuniia, Palilevi for En/eli, and .so on. And 
he has, as everyone knows, changed tlie name of the count) y 
itself. ‘Persia’ dciivcs merely from the province of Pars, a 
limited area, whcieas Iran denotes a tvidcr territory—the 
whole great plateau Irom Turkey to Afghanistan. 

Very little is known about the Shah’s family life, He has 
had several wives and sevcuil children. His lirst marriage, 
like Alussolini’s, Look [ilace long before he became famous; 
then he married a lady, related to the governor of Teheran, 
who was also a member of the Kajar family, and who is now 
his queen. This shows how strongly Reza is interested in 
dyna.sticism; he wanted to link his succession to the previous 
reign. His eldest sou, Mohammed Reza,' is being carefully 
trained in the duties of kingship. The Shah, very fond of 
him, has paid close attention to his education. This is in 
striking contrast to other Oriental monarchs, like Feisal of 
Ira([ and Fuatl of Egypt who, even though they knew tliey 
would have to hand the succession to their sons, neglected 
some aspects ol their education shamefully. It is a ctirtons 
thing that many men of the East, caring deeply for both their 
kingdoms ;iiid their families, forget that I.he two are one. But 
Reza is an exception. Pie is doing everything pos,sible to train 
his boy for the enormous job that faces him. Pic sent him to 
an excellent school in Gstaad, Switzerland, then put him 
through an intensive course of military training, and now 
takes him everywhere, so that he may sec the political wheels 
turning. 

The boy, a handsome lad, is .supposed to be very liberal. 
The future of Iran is very much tied up with this youngster. 
The chief demerit of dictatorship or personal government is 
that it starves the roots of the future, and the Shah knows this 
well. He has perhaps deliberately prevented any of his under¬ 
lings from becoming too powerful, so that, when he dies, the 
way will he clear for his son. But this policy has aeated 
resentments, and the boy may find hi.s path crossed by his 
father’s secret enemies. 

1 In March 1939, he married Princess Fawziya, sister of the King of 
Egypt. 
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The .Shah has Iwo daughters, each of whom ha.s made poli¬ 
tical marriages. Cue, a twin sister of the crown prince, mar¬ 
ried an iiupoilant tribal chieftain, who thereupon found 
good reason to lie loyal to the Pahlcvi regime. The other 
manied the son of tlie present prime minister, who has the 
pleasant name Mohammed Jam. 

Recently at tlio atttumn manoeuvres five young princes are 
said to have appealed, all approximately the same age. Their 
cKisleuce had hitherto been unknown. They wore court 
uniforms, and all were named Rcra. The presumption is that 
they arc the sems ot Mis Imperial Majesty by other marriages. 

Enemies ol the Shah say that he is cruel, secretive and 
domineering. Iran, they complain, is a vast prison ruled only 
by Iciir. No man knows how long he will stay in favour; no 
man knows when lie may be disposed of. A person may simply 
disappear, as did Kliaii 'Ihmurtash, who for some years was 
Minister of Court and the second most powerful man in the 
realm. The Shah is a cle.spot, and his personal word rules all. 
A fortie.ss near 'I'eheran, once a home of the previous dynasty, 
is supposed to house political prisoners. There is no trial, no 
sentence. 

A less driest ic criticism of the Shah is that he is capricious, 
and lacks .sense of balam’c. He builds a railway slatiou before 
the tracks arc laid; he s{)cnds t>,000,000 tamans (£240,000) 
on tlic new oflicers’ club in Teheran, a .sum which might give 
the city a sewage system. lie, a dictator, says in cfl'cct ‘Let 
There Be Light’, and then expects light to .shine, whereas no 
lechuicians arc on hand to turn the switch or push the button. 
Ele has to do it all himself. And he is inclined to defy the laws 
of naiure. For instance;, impatient recently that his medical 
service was progve.ssing slowly, he decreed simply that nurses 
.should finish their iraiiiiug in two years instead of three, ejuite 
refusing to rec'ognise that three years were necessary if the 
nurses were to be competent. 

But most lair minded people think that the Shah's merits 
of f;haracicr far outweigh hi.s defects, which arc mostly the 
product of lack ot education and eastern environment. The 
Shah ha.s courage, he has vitality, he has vision. He ended the 
terrible debility of the old r<igime, he brought the breath of 
new life to a decaying country. Every day of the week, every 
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week ol llic year, he snuggles manlully to make the people 
cogiiisaut ot themselves, proud of their history. He is a patriot, 
completely imscllish, and con.sidciably in advance of liis own 
people, llis only ambition is to put the cotmtry iti working 
order, advtincc it to modern tituc.s, and titrn it over to liis son. 

Reforms a la Tilth 

Beyond doubt the greatest persontil and political inlluence 
on the lile ol the Sliah w:is Muslajilia Ramtil Ataturk, the 
dictator of Turkey, who.se career he has clo.sely followed. In 
1934, he visited ICtimal in Ankara—the only time he has ever 
been outside Iran. Both Kauial and the Shah arc military 
adventurers, upstarts, but it would he grossly inaccurate to di.s- 
miss them as notliing else. Both have liroughl new life, new 
dignity, to their peoples. And the careers of Itotli are domin¬ 
ated hy a treuiendotis zest to westernise, to modernise, to hretik 
the iKJwer of live ol<l corrupt rdgime. 

I he first reforms the Shah undertook were in the rctilni of 
public order, pulilic .security. He wijicd out brigandage, 
wliich liad defaced whole provinces for generations; he gave 
the hiud tlic lifelrlood of new roads, new ports and harbours: 
he roorg'anised the army, which had been a vahitle, on tlie Irasis 
of conscription. He got rid of foreign officers, foreign advisers, 
and made the army a kind of school, like the Japanese army, 
for the man power of the nation. Thi.s was a most important 
ste}). Recei'iily ho has begun to develop an air force and even 
a small navy. 

He decided early that Persians should have some national 
badge. So he devised what was called I he Pahlevi cap, a pctikcd 
cap like a Pullman porter’s cap, and every male in the kingdom 
had (o wear it. This, like Kamal Ataturk’s abolition of (he 
fez, struck at the power of the Church, since a good Moslem 
cannot pray if he is wearing a hat with a brim. A few years 
later Reza abolished the Pahlevi cap as suddenly as he had 
introduced it, and decreed .simply that every Persian must 
wear some kind of European headgear. Anything goes in Tran 
nowaday.s from a derby to a sailor straw. 

Many of the reforms' he copied from Turkey. He abolished 

' Henry Filmer’s The Pageant of Persia coniains an authoritative account 
of these reforms. 
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the regime of capilulations (foreign consular and judicial 
rights, like extra-territoriality in the Far East), and ended 
foreign control of tlie ru,stom,s. Tie introduced co-education 
in the scliools, built more and more schools, and intuiguratcd 
a progiaiumc for adult education. He introduced modern 
commercial and criminal law codes, thus depriving the re¬ 
ligious courts of their former competence. He abolished 
titles and broke up big estates. He pcrniitted courses in 
human anatomy in the medical collegc.s, the first in the history 
o! I’ersia, and decreed that marriage and divorce were civil 
as well as religious ceremonies. 'J’he nndhihs fought these 
reforms furiously. Hhey were beaten. 

Women in the old Persia had about as many rights as cattle, 
and early in his reign Rcztt set about emancipating them. 
First women weie permitted to go to restaurants and other 
public places, something previously unheard of in Persia, and 
to accompany men in public. The minimum legal age for 
women to marry w:is rai,scd from nine (the age authorised by 
the Koran) to fifteen, and women were given the right to 
divorce their husbands. I'hc quo.stion of the veil was difficult. 
Not even tlic Shah dared outlaw the veil liy decree. So, very 
cautiously, he set about discouraging its use. For instance, 
the Queen appetired in jmblic without a veil, and school girls 
began to wear modern costume.s. Then the Shah—subtle 
fellowl—-set tipari the most fashionable streets of Teheran, 
including the sl\0{)piug centre, and suggested that here, at 
least, women might dispen.se witli the veil. Then came an 
ollicially inspired whispering campaign that only prostitutes 
still really cared for veils! 

Iran i.s a dilTicult place. Not only the mullahs have opposed 
the Sliah. Ceuttirics of backwardness, of obscurantism, oppose 
him loo. For instance, in an atteuijrt to broaden the basis of 
government, he decreed that any citizen with a complaint 
might telegraph to him personally without charge. But in 
practice the local police often interfere with such mes,sages. 

Tlierc arc no political parties in Iran; the Majlis, founded 
after a revolution in 1906, is not even a debating society, and 
the Constitution mcan.s very little. Flerc too, Reza follows 
Kamal, There arc no issues, except to obey the Shah; there 
are no Ins, no Outs, except by the criterion of royal favour. 
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The chicr dotnesiic problem, as in Turkey, is money—money 
especially for Uic army, which absorbs forty-four per cent of 
the bucl<Te(—and the pinch of hard times. 

Next to tliat o( Turkey, (he influence of the Soviet Union 
is most rnaiked in Iian. As in the U.S.S.R,, a considerable 
number of enterprises arc .state monopolies: tourism, for in- 
.stance, sugar, tea, salt, opium, foreign trade, transport, pet¬ 
roleum. Thcne is muclr Russian local colour; people eat 
caviar (il they can afford it), call tea ‘chai’, count on an abacus, 
wear belted blouses, anti fear the secret police. Russia is by 
far Iran’s chief provider of imports, anti her third best cus¬ 
tomer. The best customer is Britain, but German economic 
influence bas bc>en growing. 

The foreign policy of Re/a Shah is siitijile and traditional: 
to play Russia and Britain against each other, to prevent the 
Russians from Iicing too inJIncniial in the north, and the 
British in the south. He has been succes.sfnl in both courses. 
Nor has he had much clifllcully lately, since both the Russians 
and the British want a reasonably strong bulfer state in Persia, 
and Rc/a gives it to them. Far better an autocratic and 
occasionally idiosyncratic Shah than Iran in chaos. 

The other object of Reza’s policy is peace, good relations 
with hi.s smaller neighbours. lie envisages a .sort of middle 
Asian community of border slatc,s—Afghanistan, Irat], and 
Turkey combined with Iran to hold oil the great powers and 
work for their common good. To this end his government 
signed the pact of Saadabad in July lOfjy, linking the' border 
states in a non-aggression tx'eaty. He is very careful to keep 
the prestige of his small neighbours high. For instance, both 
I’urkcy and Afghanistan, as well as ilic U.S.S.R,, have am¬ 
bassadors in Iran, wherea.s even Great Britain has only a mini¬ 
ster, though the great compound of the British I.egation 
maintains the glamour and tradition of former days.' 

^ The British Legation—a minor point but perhaps one ihrit show.s again 
the wonderful British luck or skill in being in the right place at the right 
lime—contains a well with the only good drinking water in Teheran. 
The whole town uses it. Another point—perhaps it indicatc.s that the 
British aren’t much intere.sted in Iran any more—is that 'IVhcran is the 
only capital between Cairo and Peking without an English daily news¬ 
paper. 
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TIu' Sensitive Plant 

One thing everyone in Iran agrees about—the Shah’s very 
pronoiuKcd sensitiveness, both in regard to his own career 
' and tlie prestige of Iran. Sensitiveness, of course, is trsually a 
sign that a man is not sure of him.self. 

The Persian minister to Washington was airested in Mary¬ 
land recently Cor speeditig. Forthwith he was recalled to Iran, 
and diplomatic relations with the United States were all but 
severed. ( Fhe American Government maintains a representa¬ 
tive in 'reliertin, tailed a t harge d'allaircs instead of a minister, 
but till very recently there was no Iranian repiTsentation in 
the United States.) 

A New York ttibloid newspaiicr laughed at the Iranians for 
their touchiness. As retaliation, second-class mail privileges 
ol Amei leans in Iran were curtailed. 

A French newspaper made a joke about (he Shah. Tt was of 
the same variety us the old pun, Utm.s la nuit les chats sont gris, 
which means both 'At night the cats arc grey’ and ‘At night 
the Shahs are tight,’ The Iranian minister of France was 
reealled, and diitlonuitic relations broken oil. 

The Shtih, like Mr. Herbert Hoover, is supposed to take 
rnasoeliistie deliglil in his press elipping.s. He reads them all, 
and every Iranian diplomat is under standing orders to send 
to Tehctiin any reference about him printed anywhere. 

Railway Worth Its Weight m Gold 

The new railway is Reza's chef d'ociivrc, his masterpiece, 
and his precious toy. Persia has never had a railway before, 
and the dillienUies of constnution were judged to be insuper¬ 
able, The line traverses the plateau for 1,000 miles from 
north-east to south-we.st, and crosses two mountain masses, one 
of which is till) miles wide, the other sixty, as well as a desert 
where (oiumunications have hitherto been impossible. There 
is one stretch of fourteen kilometres which cost £1,000,000. 
The cost as a whole will he £30,000,000, not including two 
new towns being built as termini. Every cent comes from 
within Persia, out of taxes or other revenue. No foreign loans 
for Reza Shall! 

Linking Teheran with both the Caspian and the Persian 

2 N 
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Gulf, the railway has great sfralcgir and political as well as 
commercial importance. 'The British wanted Persia to build 
an cast-to-west railway, from Bagdad to the boidcis of India. 
TIic Russians wanted a r.uhvay up to tlieir end ol tlic Cas])ian, 
Very carelully the Shah contrived to defeat both Bi itish and 
R,u,ssian aims; his line is cxclirsively Persian, linking the two 
Persian coast,s. d'lic northern port. Bandar Shah (King’s 
Flarbonr), i.s removed as far as po.ssiblc from European Russia, 
and the cgre.ss at the south i.s not Moliammciah, which would 
have been tlie most convenient .s])ol, but Batidar Slialipur 
(PTarbour of the King’.s Son) which is further from the Irac]i 
frontier. Bandar Shahpur is not ideal from one point of view; 
not only has an entirely new city iiad to be built, but it lies 
at a point where the tide rises twenty feet a day, making un¬ 
loading of cargo dilTicuIt. But to the Shah strategy is more 
important than ea.sy engineering. 

An American company had the first concession for the rail¬ 
way. It lapsed, and a consortium of several nationalities, 
mostly Dutch and Swedish, look over the job, Britisli en¬ 
gineers had the hardest .sector of track to build-the climb to 
the great plateau. 'This is an ascent of almost (),ooo feel in 
about fifty miles. Practically all maleritd, vails, lies, and so 
on, had to be imported, and most of the native labour never 
.saw a railway before, or handled modern tools. 

Oil 

The Shah takes a certain pleasure in jdaying cal-tind-mouse 
with foreigner,s. For a time he allowed the Germati l.ufl han.sa 
Company to run a domestic air service; then he cancelled the 
arrangement. He refu,scs to let Imperial Airwtiys, a British 
company, fly over Persian territory; therefore Imperial ha.s to 
use the longer alternative route along the western .shore of the 
Persian Gulf. 'Fhe Dutch K.L.M. line, cm the other hand, i,s 
permitted to fly along the eastern coa.st, over actual Persian 
soil, with a landing at Jask; but the Dutch are said to have to 
a.sk for an extension of this privilege evet'y two months. 

Persia i.s the third oil-producing country in the world, and 
its oil—50,000,000 to Go,ooo,ooo barrels per year—i.s produced 
and marketed by the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company (tnore fami¬ 
liarly known as the Anglo-Persian), the controlling intcrc.st of 
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which is owned Iiy tlic Bi itish Government. The concession 
dales [roin 1901, tvhen William Knox D'Arcy paid a reputed 
£4,(100 ior ilie ii<>hl to exidoii 500,000 square miles o[ ITasia 
(('oiir-finhs of (he counliy) lor oil unlil ujdi. In 1909 ihe 
Burma Oil Company boiiglii die IVAny concession and 
hnmed ihe Auglo-Per.sian (;om|)any. The Persian Govern¬ 
ment agreed to accc'pl a royalty of sixteen per cent of the net 
profits. In 1914, in order to a,ssurc siqiply of oil for the navy, 
the British Governmeat bought control of the Anglo-Pcrsian. 

Things went along faiily smoothly until 1932. The Anglo- 
Pcrsian drilled wells, explored territory, paid Persia a sum 
running to £ 11,000,000 in royalties, spent another £32,000,000 
inside Persia on wages and .so on, built the great plant at 
Amadaii near the Persian Gulf, and was by far the largest 
enterprise in the coiuitry. On November 27, i9,3t?, with 
hardly a hint of wartung, the Shah suddenly cancelled the 
concession, 

What he wanted was, of course, a bigger share of the profits. 
He got it handily. For six months the British piou.sly pro¬ 
tested at the Shah’s ‘couhsctitory’ tactics, denounced him 
vigorously, and put the case before the League of Nations. 
Tlie Sbah stood linn, and i.ssiu'd a lotig list of complaints, for 
instance, that the original eoiice.ssiou was obtained under pres¬ 
sure, that the aiuoutil of royalty had been unfairly calculated, 
that the company had refused to pay inemuc tax, and that the 
cost of oil in Persia was proliilnlive. 'Fhe company, backed 
by the British Goverumeut, denied these charges. Finally a 
compromise wtts worked out. It was culled a compromise, but 
in retility the Shah won hands down, by holding to bis implied 
threat to close down the Anglo-Pcrsian establishment. The 
British had to give in, 

’File new agreement, dated April 38, 1933, cut the area of 
the concession in half, with the proviso that it would be fur¬ 
ther limited to 100,000 square miles after 1938; it withdrew 
from the company the exclusive right to lay pipelines and 
made other arrangements beneficial to Tran; above all, it 
cliangcd the royalty system from a share of net profits to a 
specific rate per ton of oil, w'itli. the proviso that it never fall 
below a ccrt.;iiu figure (£'750,000) per year. Also it was agreed 
that the Iranian Government should get a further twenty per 
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ceiu ol' Lhe profits of Lhe conijiany after the sliareholclers 
received a preliminary sum, and that after sixty years all the 
company's property should revert to Iran, d'he new a'pec- 
nienl greatly increased Iran’s income from the company. In 
1931, for instance, the Persian Government received £30(1,Syi' 
in royalties; in 1934 it received over £2,000,000. 

This achievement may seem Ic.ss exciting than the railway, 
but it is spectacular just the .same. Tlie .Sliah has done some' 
thing almost unique. It isn't everybody who so successfully 
grabs Britain by the throat and shakes until the sterling flows. 
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‘And when ye meet those who misbelieve—then strike off the heads until 
ye have massacred them, and bind fast the bondsP 

—Koran xlvii. 15. 

( -N ui'SS about whoiu this was wriuen: 

.J ‘Ilis earlier li(c was almost a blank. ... It may be 
taken as cettaiu that he came of Immble slock. If prophets 
are like poets, then wliat made him a prophet will never be 
known. Whether we regard it as a “pathological case’’, or a 
grand cxamjtle of mystical ecstasy, the thing is essentially in- 
cxplitable, though at the outset of his mission a dominating- 
motive ('tin be diseertied. He wa.s first and foremost a revealer, 
who nltetcd by inspiration truths which lay behind the ken 
ol his listeners. . . . Ilis chief quality was vision rather than 
logietil povver of leartiing. , . , His speaking was appar¬ 
ently itn[)ieuK'dilaied, a raptttrous utterance, as though a 
povver not himself wore using him as a vehicle of communica¬ 
tion,’ 

No, this is not a description of Adolf Hitler, to whom it 
almost perfectly ti]tplics, but of the Prophet Mohammed, taken 
from the introduction to the Oxford edition of the Koran. 

I'he temptation to include Mohammed in a gallery of living 
portraits is almost irresistible. His career of conversion, 
incitation, and terrific conquest is extraordinarily contem¬ 
porary. Hall' ti tlozcn times in discussing his life and career 
one comes acro.ss modern analogies. For instance, the Hegira, 
Mohammed’s llight from Mecca to Medina, is startlingly like 
the March on Rome. Like Mussolini, Mohammed prepared 
the way well in advance, and did not travel himself until his 
underlings ftttd arranged and guaranteed a good reception. 
He was—as Hitler i,s—a mystic, an anti-Semite, and an expan¬ 
sionist. 


5G5 
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IVlohaiimicd,' known ns ‘ihc 'Frasly’, n lioly uinn who liad 
several wives, the lomidei of a ;>rcal world religion who rvas 
an illitnulc inert haul in his youth, was hoiu jioslhuinously 
in A.D. r//f), in Meet a, the holy (ity t)l Aiabia. Islam is the 
youngest ol the mass rt hgions. Mohainineil was an uticx(e|> 
tional clvaiactcr until the age ol loity. I’hen he began to 
receive visions ol petnliai intetisily, anti hetame convinced 
that, like Ahiahaui and jestis, lie was a pnipliet empowered 
to convey the wtatl ol (lod. lie conveitetl his iamily, tlten 
his (oteiie ol Jiiends; news ol his mission spread, and in Ogi; 
ctiine the Ilegiui (torredly, fiijia), the tiatliliontd date t)f the 
louiid.ition f)l Isltim. lie (led liom Mecca to Mctlitia tt> avoid 
arrest by the Mercans, who considered his Ic-aehing daugcr- 
ons, Mohammed himscll was liaidly an cjcetnplaiy person¬ 
age; he was u'[)Uleclly cruel, lu.stliil, ituciilent, and vain; Imt 
what he taught began at once to show extraordinary vitality. 
In ()u8, lie was hohl enottgh to wiitc to all the monarchs thc;n 
known itt the world, coutintintctiling to them the sith.stancc 
of his creed; in Gat), he recajilurcd Mecca, began other con- 
cptesls, and set the stage lor the suhscxjucnt nniheatiou of 
Atabia and the? woiidcthil Aral) catu])aigus hiier in Lite ccii- 
ttuy. In Gga, he died, worn oxit by his visionary labours. 

Mohammed’s hist wile w'as the widow Kadija, to whom he 
had previously been :i servant. He lived with her happily for 
ntatty ycsirs; when she died he took other wives. One wtis a 
Copt, namcxl Mary, from Kgy|)t; one was a Jewess, Stiliya, whose 
husband he cxecutctl the night bclore the ■wedding. (Inci¬ 
dentally, after one of his battles, he ordered all his Jewisfi 
prisoners slain; his creed borrowed very heavily from Judaism, 
for instiiucc in the matter of the tinivcrsalily and oneness of 
God, hut he appears to have disliked iucUvidiial jews-—a char¬ 
acteristic which lias a connotation in the jirescnt day.) In 
adclitioti ho hacl several conenbiues. Yet, strangely cnongh,. 
none of his real sons survived him. His favourite daughter,, 

^ There are at Ira.st a dozen ways of spelling this name, since Fjciglishi 
cannot reproduce Arabic sounds exactly. The most cowed tran.dllcratloni 
would be ‘Muhammad’. Other variant.') range frpm M.ahomet to Mcluned,, 
I am conforming to simplified American usage in saying Mohammed.. 
Similarly I am using ‘Mo.slcins’, though British usage tends lo ‘Mu.'slim’,. 
In India Moslems are usually called ‘Mussulmam’. 
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Fatima, married Ali, wlio was also his cousin and adopted son. 
Dissension hetween multitudinous members of the I'amily 
alter his death led to sectarian divergences and family squab¬ 
bles which, believe it or not, jiersist (o this day. 

Islaiti means literally ‘.submission’ or ‘resignation’-—to the 
will ol (iod—.1 strange choice ol name considering that it is 
the most militant of all religions. Its gospel, the Koran (cor¬ 
rectly, (hnaii, which means ‘recitation’), is a ‘collection ol 
rnauilestocss, diatribes, harangues, edict.s, di.s(ourses, sermons, 
and suchlike miscellaneous piecc;s’ which Mohammed took 
down Irom heaven as tlu' words re.ichcd his earthly car. He is 
not cou.sidered to be Clod him.sell but merely the greatest 
prophet ol (lod. '['he creed ol Islam, as he developed it, bor¬ 
rowed partly from the .savage and .superstitious Arab tribes; 
lor instance, Mecca—the only city in the world, except per¬ 
haps l,has,sa itt 'Tibet, utterly excluded to nombelievers on 
religious grounds---was a holy city to the Arabs long before 
Mohammed; the lh'o[)hc‘t had to |)(;rform .some complc?x com- 
proini.sc's in order to as.sociatc Islam, which renounce,s idol- 
worship, with the traditional Arab veneration ol such objects 
as the Kaaba, a black .stone' in Mecca which i.s still sacTosanct 
to orthodox Mohammedans. Mainly Mohammed’s teaching 
wa.s ;i ptiriiaii and to some exieiit a cleansitig and humani¬ 
tarian a])peal. He preached agtiinsl slavery, fornication, and 
cruelly to animids. Me aittickcd idolatry, blood feuds, and 
prict.slly privilc-ges; lie; borrowed the notion of hell-fire and 
Judgement Day from (Ih risiiamiy, and tiut unity and righteous¬ 
ness of Clod from the Jews, And lie invented the principle 
that paradi.se, filled wit It wine andbeatiiifnl virgins, belonged 
only to the doughty belicvt'r.s, who were urged to kill as many 
infidels as j)o,s,sible on earth. 

Mohammedans, espc.'cially of the Sunni division, if they 
make any pretence to oriliocloxy at .all, subscribe to five prac¬ 
tices; (t) Rc'citc eiu'h day There is no (iud but Allah, and 
Mohammed is the prophet (literally, 'sent-one’ or messenger) 
of Allah, (a) I’ray five times a day, with face towards Mecca. 
(3) Anstver the call of the Caliph for a jihad or holy war, 
if any. (4) Give tiTras to the poor up to ten. per cent of one’s 
wealth. (5) Keep the holy month of Ramadan, during which 
po food water, or sexual intorcourso is permitted between 
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dawn and sunset. Additionally good Moslems should once in 
their lives make the pilgrimage to Mecca. 

For several generations the outstanding (act aixmt Islam 
was its inflammatory militancy. Consider rite lollowing pas¬ 
sage from tlie Koran, as quoted in Ptettram Thomas’s The 
Axibs, p. ‘llie sword is the key of heaven and of hell; a 
drop ol blood sherl in the cau.sc of God, a night S]>cnt in arms, 
is of more avail than two months of fasting and piaycr: whoso¬ 
ever falls in battle, his sins are forgiven; at the Day of Judg¬ 
ment his wounds shall be resplendent as vermilion and 
odoriferous as musk, and the loss of limbs shall be supjdied 
by the wings of angels and cherubim.' No wonder the Mos¬ 
lems fought—and still like to fight. 

Mohammed himself set about temporal as tvcll as spiiitual 
conquest and rule. Iti this he is unique atnong the founders 
of religions. His great successors the Caliphs Abu Kaqr 
(his father-in-law), Omar (brother-in-law), Othman, and Ali 
(cousin, ,son-in-law, and adopted son) and their highly com¬ 
petent generals began such a Hood of conquest as the world 
Iiad not seen since Alexander. In the space of one hundred 
years the terrific impact of Islam was felt from China to Spain. 
The Moslem warriors planted the flag of the green crescent 
along the entire Mediterranean shore, in Persia and 'Turkes¬ 
tan, in Sicily and Bagdad. In 732 Chailcs Marnd beat tliem 
back from the gates of Paris, and the peak of religio-nationalist 
aggre.ssion diminished. T’iie Moslems brought much of good 
in their wake, including a considerable attention to art, the 
use of paper, mathematics, and interest in exploration. 

But (he Moslems had then, as now, very little poUlical sense. 
They invented a stable system of numerals, which we adopted; 
they did not invent stable governments. Their religion was 
strong enough to absorb fut urc Asiatic conquerors like Genghis 
Khan, and to reach the uttermost parts of Asia, for instance 
the Philippines and Dutch East Indies as we have seen in this 
book; but it did not keep most of its converts from being 
destroyers rather than builders. The Great Moguls in India 
erected a beneficent dynasty. No other Moslems did. 

The Arab world split at the lime of Ali, the fourth Caliph; 
it has never been united since. Followers of Ali, the Shia.s, 
who consider him to be the true prophet, are still awaiting his 
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projier .siicrcssor. Rival dynaslics scrambled lor power, the 
Omayyids in Damascus, (he Abbasids in Raodad, the Fatiinifcs 
in Egypt, and the Shcrilians (descendants of Mohammed him- 
sell) in the Ara])ian peninsula. In the fifteenth century came 
the Turks, wlio look Comstantiiioplc and ended the Ry/antine 
Empire, and I hen began to overrun llic Arab dynasties and 
countries. Erom 1517, when the Turks conquered Egypt, 
until the aliermath of the Great War in 1918, there was no 
independent Arab state. Arab nationalism had perished. 

Arnb World To-day 

First to define terms briefly. There are perhaps 350,000,000 
Mohammedans, adherents of Islam, in the world at pre.scnt, 
but only about /jo,ooo,ooo of them speak Arabic, and of these 
by no mcan,s all arc Arabs. What happened was that Islam 
pushed forward, as it were, in a great wave that left three con¬ 
cent ric looirs. Religion went furlltcst, and language next; the 
Arab ‘race’, if there is such a thing, the Arab ‘nation’, made 
tlic smallest circle. 

Nowadtiys when one says the ‘Near’ East' one normally 
means Egypt, Palestine, Tran.sjordan, Syria, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, Yemen, and the small states of the Ar.ibian peninsula 
and the Persian Gulf. It i.s, in a word, the region between 
Persia and the Mediterranean, much of it desert inhabited 
by nomad peoples, and yet l)ceau.se of it.s strategic position a 
famous battleground of the great powers. 

I'he chief common denominator is that it contains peoples 
who are basically ,Semitic in origin, whose jircdominant I’eli- 
giou is Islam, and who speak varying shades of Arabic. The 
inhabittmts of the sonthern Mediterranean littoral from Libya 
ihrougir I'liuls and Algeria to Morocco would fit in this 
category, l)ut tliey arc outside the province of this Imok. Egypl, 
from the point of view of both power and population, con¬ 
siders itself the No. 1 Arab slate (properly one should say 
Axixhspenkvig state, since Egyptians are not really Arabs), but 
Egypt is, after all, iit Africa, not in Asia, and is likewise beyond 
the scope of the present work. Similarly I exclude Turkey, 

‘ British usage calls the Balkan.s and Turkey the ‘Near East’, and the rest 
the ‘Middle Ea.st’. American usage excludes the Balkans and European 
Turkey from the ‘Near’ East, and calls Iraq and Iran the ‘Middle’ East. 
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wiiic li I dealt with briefly in Inside Europe. Tlic Turks are 
not Arabs but Tinauiaus, and they do not sjx'ak Aiabic, 
though for generations Islam was their religion. Nowadays 
the outlook of "I'lirkey is essentially European. 

I have .said that the people of tlii.s Near Ea.stein area, in¬ 
habiting the eastern rim ol the Mediterranean and the valleys 
of the Nile and the Tigri.s-En])hrate.s, together with the desert- 
ewrn-oa.sis peojdes beyonrl—the whole region being strikingly 
analogous to that ‘Fertile Crescent’ which II, G. Wells has 
described as the home ol the lirst civilisations of mankind— 
arc in the main Semites by race, Moslems by religion, and 
Arabic in language. Note the finaldicalion ‘in the main’. For 
l.cbanon (a part of Syria) is largely Cluistian,' and in Iraq 
there arc sun-worshippers, devil-wonsliippers, Ye^idis, Kurds, 
and Assyrians. The educated Egypt ian may .speak rotighly the 
same language as a tribesman from 'rransjordan, but the two 
dilTer as ranch as the vVrchbishop of Canterbury from the 
Scottsboro boys. As to race, the dilfcrenl admixtures are be¬ 
wildering. Arabs intermarried with Creek.s, Turks, Kurds, 
Cypriots, Armenians, and Egyptians to (jroduce that discon¬ 
certing rcpre.scntativc of centuries of fusion known a.s the 
Levantine. In the area arc Sndane.se as black as Mus.solini’.s 
shirt, and white Circassians wdio evoke nunuories of the Rus¬ 
sian steppes. The Near East—most distinctly—is not homo¬ 
geneous. 

I’he countries of the region arc largely agricultural, and, 
Egypjt perhaps excepted, tlieir economy is primitive. All of 
them ai'e poor. ‘They live on the soil -when there is any soil. 
Yemen produces cnflce, Egypt cotton, Iraq dates, Ikdestine 
oranges, and Syria tionblc. Under the soil, in Iraq notably, is 
oil. The specttu'le of greatraodern aeroplanes soaring between 
Jeru,Salem and Bagdad is infinitely challenging. ’Ehey follow 
carefully an oil pi[)cline acro.ss the desert. Under the kind, 
under the shadow of the plane, is the oil that feeds them, 
Figuratively as well as literally they jiursue the oil across the 
sands. 

The governments in the area differ widely. Libya is an 
Italian colony. Palestine and Traasjordati are British man- 

* There are many Christian Arabs, he., folk Aral} by race and language 
who became converted to Christianity. There are even Jewisfi Arabs. 
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d.it-cd ;ircas, and (he Males in Syria aic under French mandate. 
Kp;ypl and Ti,u[, lechnically al leasi, aie independent nations, 
thon^h llic teniptalion (o nse (luolalhni maiks around ‘inde- 
pcndenl’ is (onsid<'ial)]e. Yemen is a sort of snb-sUite. The 
most iTuly nalinnal o( the ;j;ioup is .Saudi vViahia, tided hy the 
gi't'atesl Aial) ol the Middle Fast, King Ilin Sand. 

Pan Arahistn is to day lit (le mote than a legend, a myth. As 
a politic.d (nice ol seiious con.sctiueucc it can liaiclly be .said 
to exist. 

Ihir one thing, lortd jealousies are strong. Both Egypt and 
Iraq eonsidei themselves‘superior’ to the other Arab countries. 
For many yeans Ihn baud was the biller enemy ol the Sherifian 
family, repieseuted in Transjordan by the Emir Abdullah and 
in Iracj Ity King Feisal and his .son. ThTs quarrel ha.s been 
patched ujt -which is as if Stalin and the Pope should ki.ss—■ 
but there is little real eoiutnunity of interest. For another 
thing, Artd) iwliiictd dev(do[nnent is in general extremely 
baekw.irch .Schools, railways, eommereial intcrcoitrse—almo.st 
all the' ineciiiives to miily -arc laekiitg. As to education, for 
in.slanee: Bagd.itl, capital of Iraq, is probably the only capital 
city in the world without a university. Again, there are re¬ 
ligions .sehism.s. I’he Sunnis hate the Shlas. There has been 
no Caliph, or .supreme liead of Lslam, since the last Sultan 
was ejected Irom Con.slauthiftpk; after tite War; the King cjf 
Egypt would like to beeomc Caliph, but Ibn Sand—who can’t 
be a eaudidatc' himself—won’t let him. 

In the chapter on Persia I meuiioncd the nou-aggressioii 
treaty which links Iraq, Iran, Tiu'kcy, and Afghanistan. But 
ihn;e of these; four countries arc not Arab countries; the 
identity of view hinding them was common pre-occupation 
with their great ueighberur, tlic IJ..S.S.R., not Pan-Arabism. 
Recently a Treaty of ArtUr Broilterhood was signed between 
Irac], Saudi Arabia, and Yemen, but it is otdy a beginning. In 
July 1937, a conference met at Bludan, near Damascus, ter 
ouliiue a common programme among Arab .sitilcs against the 
part i tion of Palestine. 1 1 failed largely bccaase Ibn Saud sent 
no representative'. 

'I’he main reason why Pan-Arabism is illusory is, however, 
sonualiing beyond the coturol of the Arab states themselves, 

Tec;Iuiically the Caliph must he a lineal tlesMndant of the Prophet. 



INSIDE ASIA 


572 

namely, western imperialism. The British control Iraq and 
Palestine, and arc dominant in the foreign relations to Egypt 
and Iraq; the French control S)ria; Italian influence is active 
everywhere. The -we.sLcrn powers, jealous of each other, guard¬ 
ing their special sphci'es of influence, play one At ah state 
against another. Thus Pau-Arabism is at best a function of 
Pan-Euiopcanism—which, in the good year of our Lord 1939, 
is not a hopeful augury. The western nations inhibit Arab 
unity. 

The depredations of western imperialism are more pro¬ 
nounced in the Near and Middle East than in any other section 
of the world, even China not excluded. Once more, for the 
last time in this book, we confront the imperialist grab and 
scramble. 

The Near East is the region w'here Kaiser Willtelm dreamed 
about ‘Berlin-to-Bagdad’, and from which to-day Hitler invites 
Arab guests to Nuremberg. It is the region where Disraeli 
purchased the Suez Canal for Britain, where Cromer built up 
modern Egypt, where Lawrence helped foment and lead an 
Arab nationalist ‘revival’. It is the region where France in¬ 
vaded Syria, flirted with the Turks, and cast longing eyes at 
the oil fields of Mosul. It is the region where the leopards 
keep old spot.s—where, in 1936, Russia asked for the right 
to push warships up through the Dardanelles, where in 1939, 
Italy was angling for a share in ownership ol the Suez Canal. 

Great Britain is, as everyone knows, the greatest Islamic 
power. The British appropriated Egypt from the Turks, 
sought to control Iran, bribed the Sherifians, set up new ad¬ 
ministrations in Palestine and Iraq alter the War, and sub¬ 
sidised rising chieftains like Ibn Saud. Britain not only is 
—despite Mussolini’s I'ulminations—the greatest Islamic 
power; it must continue to remain so, if the Empire as a 
whole is to remain intact. This is because the Near East is a 
crucial pivot in the world’s communications. Both by air 
and sea, the Palestine-Suez area commands the route to India 
and the further east. 

The British, cleverly flexible, have sponsored Egyptian and 
Iracp independence, but with the retention of various special 
rights and privileges; they remain fixed in Transjordan, 
Palestine, Aden, the Hadranlaut, and the Persian Gulf. But 
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they arc uneasy—especially since the Ethiopian war, the so- 
called Peace of Munich, and the cataclysmic explosions of 
early ip^g. The trorld moves. Nowadays a comparatively 
new voice is bein')' hcaid iti Near Eastern matters. It is the 
voice ol Italy, and it comes through—the ether. 

Bari Broadcast 

Seven-thirty p.m. in Bagdad. The streets are dark after the 
quick twilight of the Middle Ea.st, the cafes begin to fill up, 
and the Iraqis suck at their blazing coffee or the long, cool 
waterpipes. Here a tribesman, deep chocolate colour, loaded 
with rags, from the marsh country. Flere a Kurd, -wrapped in 
twenty layers of cummerbund, aloof, dignified. Here a cul¬ 
tivated ElTendi from the government offices, polishing his 
old-fashioned pince-nez. Seven-thirty p.m. The caf6 proprie¬ 
tor turns to his radio, adjusts the loud speaker. Bari calling. 
Flash and splutter of bright monosyllables. And a sort of 
osmosis takes place; news spreads by absorption. 

In Bari, on the heel of the Italian boot, the Italians have 
set up a broadcasting station which transmits news and propa¬ 
ganda—in Arabic—to the peoples of the Arab world. The 
voice of Bari is heard these days from the bazaars of Cairo to 
Bagdad’s eight-mile-long main street, from the ochre lava-land 
of Transjordan to the swamps of the Euphrates. Arabs listen 
in groups and clusters. In the villages, even in the oases of 
the desert, the local sheikh may have a radio—conveniently 
donated by Italian agents—and the tribesmen flock around 
to listen. 

Of course the use of broadcasting as a political instrument 
is nothing new. In 1933, Hitler attacked Austria—through 
the air—when a pow'erful station in Munich set out to under¬ 
mine the regime of Dr. Dollfuss. In Spain, from the broad¬ 
casting station at Seville, the redoubtable General Queipo de 
Llano poured out a vituperative stream of calumny against 
the loyalists. Radio played a very considerable role in the 
Munich ‘settlement’ and the destruction of Czechoslovakia. 
It is an ideal weapon in the hands—or mouth—of a dictator 
with the gift of gab. It gives the technique of aggression a 
new and potent medium. (It also could—and should—^be a 
superb instrument of peace.) 
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Broadcasting is, moreover, an especially effective instrument 
in undeveloped regions, sncli as the countries on the western 
flank of Asia. For its appeal may be so easily directed to the 
submerged masses —the illiterates. You don’t have to know 
how to read or write in order to listen to the radio. The Bari 
broadca.ster, however weak hi.s programmes may be in detail, 
crosses frontiers both in time and space. He jumps the Tigris; 
also he jumps the public school. The Arab-speaking countries 
of the Near and Middle East are approximately ninety per 
cent illiterate. Newspapers cannot reach them. But radio 
can.' 

The Bari programmes are assembled to include readings 
from the Koran, religious music (especially emphasised during 
the holy month of Ramadan), jazz, inspirational talks, anti 
political information. The basic idea is to invade the area 
with pro-Italian, i.e., anti-British, propaganda, to tell the 
Arabs that the Italians, not the Britisli, are their true friends. 
The Bari broadcaster—incidentally he is a Libyan who speaks 
with a strong Syrian accent—does not worship truth unduly; 
he peppers the Arab world with ‘facts’ that are not remotely 
facts. He has de.scribed imaginary attacks on the Iraq 
petroleum pipeline, blown up imaginary bridges in Palestine, 
commented on imaginary battles in Transjordan, and invented 
wars in Arabia between the Briti.sh and Ibn Sand. 

For a time the British listened to Bari without retaliation 
except through corrections issued the next day over the govern¬ 
ment station in Jerusalem. Then annoyance came to White¬ 
hall. Several times Mr. Eden appealed to the Italians to 
modify the Bari programmes, and the matter was broached in 
the House of Commons; finally the British went into action 
with a comprehensive Arabic broadcast—-from London—of 
their own. On the first programme, w'hich was ushered in 
with great'ceremony, the Crown Prince of Yemen, who was 
visiting England at the time, sent a message to his father. The 
Arabs heard their own tongue, plus the chimes of Big Ben. 
Then promptly Italy retaliated. It was announcecl that Bari 

t On the other hand, comparatively few Arabs have individual sets 
capable of receiving short-wave transmission. 'There are supposed to be 
150 such sets in Aden, 55,000 in Egypt, 4,000 in Iraq, 24,200 in Palestine, 
6,000 in Syria and as in Satidi Arabia.L, 
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would be enlarged to send programmes in Hindustani to the 
39,720 receiving sets and 350,000,000 people of India. 

Bari is, of course, a symptom. It has no great immediate 
importance in itself. But it symbolises the growth of Italian 
ambitions in the Near East, Italian power, Italian penetration. 
This phase of Italian activism dates from the Ethiopian war 
in 1935-6, as well as the .sanctions crisis wherein Italy bluffed 
Britain to a slandstill in the Mediterranean—which double 
victory .still reverberates in eastern ears. The Italian.s are 
busy. They buy nctvspapers in Egypt, sell aircraft to Iraq 
and arms to Yemen, flirt with subver'sive groups in Syria, and 
flamlioyantly encourage Arab terrorists in Palestine, even if 
they do not actively subsidi.se them. 

Now, the Italians think, is good time to fill the Near East 
xvith the heady water of Rome. For one thing, agitation in 
Egypt and e.specially Palestine is convenient blackmail. By 
promising to call off the Bari broadcasts, for instance, Mus¬ 
solini was in a position to demand Briti.sh recognition of the 
Ethiopian conquest as quid pro quo. Second, the European 
structure is so interlocked, and war seems so inevitable, that 
all the great powers are playing for position. Italian strength 
in the eastern Mediterranean serves to make Italy more dan¬ 
gerous elsewhere. If the Italians can pour troops from Libya 
into Egypt, while in the West they control the Balearics, the 
balance of power in the Mediterranean is considerably upset. 
Italian propaganda in Pale.stine is a part of the .same process 
as Italian invasion of Spain. Finally, it is the obvious and 
corollary idea ol the Duce to do all he can to weaken, to under¬ 
mine, British prestige and power wherever he meets it. 

A small item. Throughout Palestine to-day you hear Arabs 
say ‘Taky InglesiT a.s a slang equivalent for 'Oh, yeah?’ ‘Taky 
IvglesiT means ‘You trust the British?’ The question mark 
denotes derision. 

Mussolini himself is quite explicit about his motives in the 
Near and Middle East, In Libya, in March i 937 > 
sented with a ‘Sword of Islam’ and, accepting it he announced 
that he tvas hereafter to be considered a protector of the entire 
Moslem world. ‘Fascist Italy,’ the Duce said, 'means to ensure 
to the Moslem population of libya peace, justice, well-being, 
and re.spccl to the laws of the Prophet and wishes besides to 
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show her sympathy to Islam and to tlie Moslems of the -whole 
■world. Very soon Rome, with her laws, will show ypn how 
much she interests herself in your developing dcstiuy. You 
know I am a man sparing of promises, but what I have 
promised I maintain.’ 

This alarmed the British, even though they understand that 
Italy is dangerous mostly for its nuisance value. The Anglo- 
Italian agreement finally put through by Mr. Chamberlain 
in 1938 was dictated partly by earnest British desire to keep 
the Near East tranquil, i.e., safe for itself. 

Totalitarian drahr? 

The whole Near East is full of shirts. There are Green 
Shirts and Blue Shirts in Egypt. White Shirts and Cherni.^es- 
de-Fer in Syria, and Blue Shirts in Palestine, who are the 
powerful labour party.* In Egypt the Blue Shirts are the 
private army of the Wafd, the Egyptian nationalist organisa¬ 
tion; they originated precisely as did the Storm Troops in 
Germany, as muscle-men to protect Wafd political meetings. 
The Green Shirts commonly are said to have been subsidised 
by Italy. When a young Green Shirt tried to assassinate 
Nahas Pasha, the Egyptian prime minister (Nahas had accused 
the organisation of being in foreign pay), the Green Shirts 
were dissolved. 

One may fairly ask if the Arab peoples are, by and large, 
sympathetic to Fascist and totalitarian ideas. We have seen 
how closely Mohammed resembles a modern Filhrcr. The 
Arab states have very little experience of political democracy, 
no tradition of responsibility to the people. Several of the 
young rulers of Arab countries, like Farouk in Egypt, may find 
sweet the temptation of the strong hand. And most of the 
Arab states are profoundly anti-communist and suspicious of 
the Soviet Union. No Soviet citizens, for instance, are 
allowed in Egypt, and the Russians have no diplomatic rela¬ 
tion with either Egypt or Iraq. 

On the whole Arabs themselves deny holly that they are 
food for totalitarianism. They point out, for instance, that 

^You tell natjonalitie.s apart by their headgear, however, not hats, 
Egyptians wear the tarboosh or fez, Arabs the ktijiya or cloth held in place 
by cords, and Iraqis a black forage cap. Persians wear what they can get. 
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they are individualists by innate conviction, and that their 
religion is democratic, without any clerical hierarchy. They 
say that they have no reverence even for national leaders. Ibn 
Sand greets his tribal chieftains democratically. Feisal, the 
late King of Iraq, was called, not King, but ‘Sidi’, which means 
simply ‘Sir’. A young Iraqi told me that any citiyen could 
talk to Feisal with 'his hands in his pockets’. I asked about 
King Ghazi. Answer: 'We didn’t bother to talk to him at all.’ 

Another point is that Italy, however ambitious it may he, 
impedes the growth of Fascism in Arab countries by its own 
policy in Libya. This Italian colony, the Arabs say, is not a 
good advertisement for Fascist ideals. The population of 
Libya has, for instance, decreased from i ,200,000 to 850,000 
in ten years, a decrease caused not so much by ca.sualties in 
the Senussi wars as by mass flight of Libyans from Fascist rule. 
The Libyan Arabs have been fleeing wholesale to oases on the 
Egyptian border. Now the Italians are building a fence 
around Libya—an actual barbed wire fence—to keep the 
loving Libyans in. 

On the other hand, liitler is tremendously popular with 
the Arabs. The reason is not far to seek—he is the enemy of 
the Jews, whom the Arabs consider their enemy in Palestine, 
and of Great Britain. Hitler pointedly invited Arabs to Ger¬ 
many as honoured guests, and in the Nuremberg speech in 
[938 he talked about the ‘defenceless Arabs in Palestine, left 
in the lurch’. An Arab spokesman in Jerusalem replied 
promptly, ‘Now we are not without friends in Europe; our 
ultimate success as a nation lies in the hands of Hitler and 
Mussolini,’ The greatest contemporary Arab hero is—Adolf 
Hitler. 

Near East Miscellany 

I never knew till now that there are 129 holidays a year in 
Egypt, that you can fly over the desert from Palestine to Bag¬ 
dad in a boat, and that Basra, in Iraq (where Mr. Wells estab¬ 
lished the aerial civilisation in his Shape of Things T0 Come), 
has already prepared itself by building the finest airport in 
the East. I always thought till now, English numerals being 
Arabic, that Arabic numerals were like English. 

I never really believed till now that in Syria, if you don’t 



INSIDE ASIA 


578 

tip the boy who parks your car, he puts the evil eye on it, which 
means filling- it with dung. 1 never really believed till now 
that in Iraq they air-condition rooms dmun to 98° Fahrenheit. 

I never knew till notv that one of the chambermaid.s in the 
Hotel King David, Jerusalem, is a Ph.D. from the University 
of Lemberg, that homosexuality, which is asloundingly preva¬ 
lent in the Near East, is considered ‘all right’ under certain 
conditions, that Egyptian soldiers w^alk hand in hand, and 
that the barman in the Hotel Zia, Bagdad, is a Chaldean 
Christian named Jesus. 

I .still don’t believe that the Yczedis near Mosul worship a 
holy peacock, that you can fly from Alexandria to Karachi in 
a day, that Jerusalem has three Sundays every week, and that 
two of the camels out by the Pyramids arc named ‘Telephone 
Company’ and ‘Baby Netv York City’. 
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KINGS OF THE MIDDLE EAST 


‘Kill them wherever ye find them, and drive them out from whence they 
drive you oul; for sedition is worse than slaughter.’ 

—Koran ii. 182. 

‘Verily, for the pious is a blissful peace—gardens and vineyards, and girls 
with swelling breasts. . . . And God will . . . cast on them brightness and 
joy; and their reward for their patience shall be Paradise and silk! reclining 
therein upon couches they shall neither sec therein sun nor piercing cold . . . 
and they shall be served round with vessels of silver and goblets that are as 
flagons . . . and there shall go round about them eternal boys; when thou 
seest them thou wilt think them scattered pearls. . . . Verily this is a retvard 
for you, and your thanks are thanked.’ 

— Koran Lxxvi. 5, and Ixxviii. 32. 

D uring the Great War the Arabian peninsula, still subject 
to the Turks and part of the Ottoman Empire, saw the 
growth to power of two rival Arab potentates. One was 
Husein, Grand Sherif of Mecca, a lineal descendant of the 
Prophet Mohammed, who held the holy cities and the coastal 
strip known as the Ilejaz. The other was Ibn Sand, a reform¬ 
ist chieftain in the interior of I he bleak, impenetrable penin¬ 
sula. These two men became bitter enemies. The course of 
Arabian history for many years was the feud between their 
rival houses. 

The British, fighting the Turks, sought to make use of both 
Husein and Ibn Sand, Obviously an Arab group of armies, 
attacking Turkey on its exposed flank, liberating the penin¬ 
sula in the name of an authentic national movement would 
be of great tactical assistance. So British agents prevailed 
upon Husein, a gross and perfidious old man, to join the allies, 
together with his sons, while at the same time they secretly 
purchased support from Ibn Saud. 

The Arabs subservient to Husein were, in effect, bribed to 
assist Britain by terms of the celebrated McMahon correspond¬ 
ence.’ One of the letters from Sir Henry McMahon, then 

^ Published in full for the first time in English in 77 ie Arab Awakening^ 
by George Antonins. 
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British High Commissioner to Egypt, to Husein, ends, 'In 
token of our good faith ... I am sending the sum of £ao,ooo 
with your trusted messenger.’ The Arabs have asserted 
consistently that the McMahon letters promised them national 
independence in a wide area including Syria and Palestine, 
as a reward for fighting the Turks. The point is important, 
because legally the Arab ca.se in Palestine has no other basis. 
But on July 23, 1937, McMahon wrote a letter to the London 
Times categorically asserting that Palestine was not included 
in the projected Arab state, and that Husein himself ‘well 
understood’ this. This seems completely to explode the Arab 
‘case’. 

At any rate the British, with the ink hardly dry on the 
McMahon letters, proceeded—so the Arabs say—to betray 
their Arab allies, by negotiating with France and Russia the 
secret Sykes-Picot agreement. Of course this was during the 
period of the War when almost any territory, if it was helpless 
enough, was chopped up on paper; any kind of chic^cry wa.s 
‘justified’ if it encouraged the prosecution of tfreTVar and 
harmony among the allied powers. The Sykes-Picot agree¬ 
ment (1916) sub-divided the Arab area into a French sphere in 
Syria and a British sphere in Iraq and Transjordan, with 
Palestine—note well—given a special status. Palestine was 
most distinctly not assigned to Arab hegemony. Thei e have 
been many alterations in the frontiers, including the with¬ 
drawal of France from Mosul, since the Sykes-Picot document 
was signed, but in the main its provisions determine the poli¬ 
tical situation that exists to-day. 

Husein, though he played a double game for a time by 
attempting to remain in the good graces of the Turks, became 
King of Arabia in 1917 with tacit British approval. (At the 
same time, however, the British continued to flirt with his 
deadly enemy, Ibn Saud.) Husein considered himself be¬ 
trayed, as indeed he was, by the Sykes-Picot agreement and 
the Treaty of Versailles, and the Briti.sh lost interest in him. 
Rashly he quarrelled with Ibn Saud, who, a strong man, 
promptly squashed him. In 1924, Husein abdicated in favour 
of his eldest son, Ali, but Ibn Saud’s armies advanced into the 
Hejaz and captured Mecca. Ali abdicated the next year. 
Husein fled to Cyprus and, a figure so pathetic he was almost 
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comical, died soon alter. Ibn Saud became master of the 
Arabian peninsula. 

Huscin had several sons. One, Feisal, was King of Syria for 
a brief time, and then the first King of Iraq. Another, 
Alidullah, is the present ruler of Transjordan, tiusein’s 
family still controls those quasi-independent Arab states 
which are not in the domain of Ibn Saud. 

King of Saudi Arabia 

Ibn Saud' is a terrific fellow. He is a full six foot four and 
correspondingly broad; he weighs 330 pounds, every ounce of 
it bone and muscle. He is a complete picture of the vigorous 
old-time Arab; the only western touch is his steel-rimmed 
spectacles. He has a magnificent voice, deep and plangent, 
and he likes to bellow. During one series of negotiations with 
the British, the interpreters were terrified by his interrupting 
shouts of the Arab equivalent of ‘What the hell!’ They were 
measuring a new frontier in miles, and Ibn Saud wanted the 
distance explained in terms of the speed of fast or slow camels, 
the criterion he best understood. 

He has married between one hundred and one hundred and 
twenty wives; he has several score of sons and unnumbered 
daughters. The laws of the Prophet, and Ibn Saud is a very 
holy man, permit a husband only four wives, but the King of 
Arabia gets around this rule by marrying his wives seriatim. 
When he travels he takes three wives with him, so that there 
is always room for a fourth maiden who may catch his eye. 
Then he divorces one of the others. He is never married to 
more than four wives at the same time. After a wife bears 
a child, he ships her back to her native oasis or village, where 
she is a proud ornament to the community. Mamage, with 
Ibn Saud, is atr instrumentality for the unification of Arabia. 
Pie said recently, ‘In my youth and manhood I made a 

^ Correctly tills doughty king’s full name is ’Abdul ’Aziz Ibn 'Abdu’r- 
Rahman Al-Feisal A1 Sa’ud. Shortened, it is correctly Ibn Sa’ud. Arabs 
have no family name.s; ‘ibn’ means ‘son oP; Ibn Sa’ud means simply‘Son of 
Sa’ud’. Correctly Iraq is ’Iraq, Abdullah is ’Abdulla, Shia is Sh’ia, Maan 
is ’Ma’an, and so on. The apostrophe, known as a ‘glottal stop’, represents 
the unpronounceable Arabic consonant 'Am. I hope purists will not 
object, but I propose to leave these maddening apostrophes and the other 
diacritic symbols out, 
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naLion. Now in my declining years I make men lor its 
population.’ 

Ibn Sand is a Wahabi. "I’ltis means that he subscribes fer¬ 
vently to an extreme reformist sub-division of Islam; if the 
Sunnis, say, are the Low Church of the Moslem world, and the 
more severe Shias the High Church, then the Wahabis are the 
non-conlorniist fundamentalists. The Wahabis interpret the 
doctrines of Mohammed with great rigour, and add strictures 
of their own. No Wahabi may drink, smoke, or gamble. They 
wear no gold, silk, or ornaments, and they forbid prayer before 
images. Ibn Sand’s men created a stir througliout the Moslem 
world, when, taking Mecca and Medina, they attempted to 
destroy some precious Moslem shrines; they even contemplated 
demolition of the tomb of the Prophet itself. Wahabis, be¬ 
lieving in the untrammelled essence of Mohammedanism, do 
not even mention the Prophet’s name in their prayers; they 
forbid the presence of women at funerals because the women, 
not Spartan enough, may weep. The main reason why Ibn 
Saud detested Husein and his Sherilian brood was that he con¬ 
sidered them impious, soft, intolerably decadent, and corrupt. 

Ibn Saud’s career may be said to have begun with his great- 
great-great-grandfather, Mohammed Ibn Saud, who was con¬ 
verted to the Wahabite faith by a wandering mendicant, 
Abd-cl Wahab, 150 years ago, and who set about imposing 
Wahabism on the Arabian peninsula. He was a fanatic 
puritan; he wanted to subdue and purify the entire Moslem 
world. And the campaigns of this long-forgotten Mohammed 
Ibn Saud in the early nineteenth century were considerable. 
He captured Mecca and Medina, like his great-great-great- 
grandsou; he invaded Egypt and took Damascus; when he died 
in 1814, he was ready to attack Mesopotamia and Persia. 

The contemporary Ibn Saud was born in Riad, the chief 
city of Nejd—which is the desolate and impregnable inner 
heart of Arabia—about sixty-five years ago. No ope knows his 
exact age. His family had fallen on hard times. As a very 
young man he assisted his father in ousting a rival chieftain, 
Ibn Ra.shid, from power in Nejd; his father was so impressed 
by hi.s prowess that he abdicated in his favour. This was as 
early as 1900, when Ibn Saud could not have been more than 
twenty-six or twenty-seven. He spent a quarter century then 
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in subduing rival tribesmen and consolidating his power; 
in 1926, having taken Mecca and rid himself of the Sherifians, 
he proclaimed himseli King of Arabia; in 1932, he gave the 
country a new namC’—his own. 

Ibn Sand was slirewd enough to take money from the British 
when he needed it; he does so no longer. Saudi Arabia is an 
authentic, if primitive, national slate, and Biitaiu and the 
other powers recognise its sovereignty. The British respect 
Ibn Saud, and know his power; they are particularly appre¬ 
ciative that, during the Palestine crisis, he gave no overt or 
flamboyant support to the Palestine Arabs. Fie could have 
caused much trouble, so great is his prestige, had he done so. 
Ibn Saud may expect a quid pro quo for this, namely, rectifica¬ 
tion in his favour of the frontier between his country and 
Transjordan, which is still not finally demarcated. So the 
British are very, very polite to him. 

Ibn Saud has a good robust sense of humour. He wanted 
to reward some Egyptian emissaries. So he gave them trophies 
that they themselves had once brought from Egj'pt for Husein, 
and which he had captured on taking Flusein’s capital. 

His official car was for some years a battered Studebaker, 
which, when it went to meet a guest, carried six armed riders 
on the running boards who at intermittent junctures got out 
and pushed. 

Fie eats, Arab fashion, wntli his fingers, from a colossal tray 
on which three or four entire sheep may repose; but he knows 
what knives and forks are, and keeps (liem for his occasional 
—^very occasional—foreign guests. (A Christian foi'eigner 
could not, of course, enter Mecca to see him there, but might 
be received at some city, Jeddah for instance, not so holy.) 

The ordinary people of ihe town and desert greet him with¬ 
out ceremony by addressing him with his first name, Abdul 
Aziz, and nothing else; but his courtiens, who are temfied of 
him, call him ‘Oh Thou Whose Name Is I,aw’. 

He prays three times a day, and obeys with scrupulous 
fidelity the Wahabite injunctions against liquor, tobacco, 
jewels, gambling, and fancy dress. Cigarettes are, however, 
kept in the royal palaces or camping sites- for foreign guests. 
They are forbidden, of course, to the Wahabis themselves. 

Once when a subordinate officer delayed giving food to a 
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poverty-blanched and unknown nomad, who had stumbled 
into camp, Ibn Saud ordered the offending officer to be flogged, 
and after giving the nomad a regal feast, himself harnessed 
and led the nomad’s camel—the highest honour tliat can be 
paid to anyone in Arabia. 

He has almost supernatural knowledge of the tenain and 
climatology of Arabia. He can ‘smell’ rain. He knows the 
intimate stigmata of every tribe. He is marvellously in formed. 
Once in a raid he conquered a small force (when he was also 
facing a big force) by judging at a well how many enemies had 
drunk, thereupon determining which group of his enemies 
was the smaller. 

He lives in the remote interior of Arabia by choice, and has 
never been outside the counti'y, but when members of one 
British mission arrived to see him they found bottles of Evian 
water on their luncheon tray. Their first meal consisted of 
six courses, all mutton. Slaves outside the tent noiselessly 
answered any command. 

He imposed a form of conscidption on Arabia by means 
of his Ikhwan, or militai'y colonies; he was the first Arab 
leader to make successful military use of the Bedouin Arabs 
(Bedouins are (hose without homes, vagrants who follow the 
gras.s); he created the first standing army in Arab history. 

Ibn Sand’s great accomplishment is the unification of the 
Arabian peninsula, a few peripheral states and Aden excluded. 
He belongs to the modern tradition of nationalist leaders, like 
Chiang Kai-shek, to whom national unity is overwhelmingly 
the first consideration. Other achievements have been 
marked, too. He tried to bring something of the modern 
world to Arabia in the form of radio and motor transport; he 
reformed the civil administration, attacked corruption, and 
punished I'aiders; he eased the way of pilgrims to Mecca, who 
formerly had been fleeced even for drinking water; he sought 
to lay the basis of a modern state. Which, in Arabia, is a job. 

Ibn Saud has never received a foreign journalist, and indeed 
the number of white men he has seen in his life, mostly British 
emissaries, may he counted on the fingers of two hands. A 
great friend, however, is H. St. J, B. Philby, the English ex¬ 
plorer and author, who has known him well for years. Ibn 
Saud has grown greatly since the time that he was a simple 
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tribal warrior. He has come closer to western influencej even 
if indirectly, which has made him more cunning perhaps, less 
the simon-pure ivarrior chieftain. 

His greatest personal tragedy was the death, froni fever some 
years ago, ol his favourite son, who was to have been his heir. 
Other sons are now being trained for kingship. But whether 
Ibn Saud’s reforms can survive him, no man may know. 

The State of Iraq 

Iraq, the old Mesopotamia, with 2,800,000 people on 
116,000 sc[uare miles, was created by two things: King Feisal 
and the British. 

Feisal, son of old Husein, was an extraordinary personage. 
He is one of the very few men in history—Henry Pu-yi of 
Manchuria is another—who was king of two different coun¬ 
tries in his lifetime, for Feisal reigned briefly in Syria until 
the French ejected him; then became first monarch of Iraq. 
There is an unforgettable portrait of Feisal in T. E. Law¬ 
rence’s Seven Pillars of Wisdom. He was shrewd, restless, 
neurotic, a great player of cards, dangerous, and a superlative 
wire puller, tie was a gentleman, and people liked him; but 
even as King he retained the characteristics of a tribal sheikh. 
He could let nothing alone. He was like a boy taking a watch 
apart. Whenever he appointed a new cabinet, he began 
(Alfonso of Spain shared this attribute) surreptitiously to 
undermine it. He bargained shrewdly with the British, and 
got indcpel^dence for Iraq partly by his attitude during the 
Palestine troubles of 1929, when he withheld overt support 
of the Palestine Arabs to win British favour. He pretended 
that he was above and beyond politics, but he was far and 
away the first politician of the land. Fie was, in his own per¬ 
son, the Wafd of Iraq, in other words the dominairt expression 
of the independence movement. He would himself stimulate 
the extremists, then come to the British and say he had to be 
given something to give them! But he never had time to 
build up a solid basis of government, a healthy civil service, 
an administrative matrix. He detested his son, Ghazi, who 
succeeded him. He died in 1933, while on a trip to Europe, 
of a stroke suffered during emotional excitement. Flis death 
stranded Iraq, robbed it of an easy future. 
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Friends who accompanied Feisal on two important missions 
have described him to me vividly. FIc irent to Iran to see the 
Shah. Feisal ivas gay, agile, handsome, ivith perfect manners. 
The Shah sat like stone. Once Feisal encountered Ibn Sand 
on the deck of a British sloop in the Persian Gull', in a meeting 
designed to terminate the rivalry between Sand and the 
Shcrilian.s. Each set out from shore to arrive on the ship at the 
same instant, so that precedence would not suffer; each paused, 
wary; then each rushed at the 01 her. A salute of forty-two guns 
boomed forth; no one could hear a word. Ibn Sand, in the 
subsequent talks, looked like a great big bear grasping at 
Feisal as if he were a leopard. 

Iraq, an under-populated and undeveloped country, poor 
except for the oil underneath its crust of sand, the most tur¬ 
bulent of the Arab states, became an independent nation and 
xvas admitted to the League of Nations in 193a. The British 
liquidated their mandate after a decade of tutelage, but Eng¬ 
land and Irac{ remain bound by intimate treaty relations. A 
detachment of the Royal Air Force continues to be stationed 
in the’country—though it is not permitted in the capital, 
Bagdad—to guard imperial communications and to defend 
Iraci against external attack. The British Ambassador takes 
precedence over other foreign envoys, but it would be incorrect 
to call him the ruler of the country. The British are very care¬ 
ful not to mingle in internal affairs, and Iraq shows less foreign 
influence than any Arab .state except Saudi Arabia. 

The basic problem of Iraq is national integration. The 
country is riven with minorities. 

The Arabs arc mostly Shias, except in the towns; the 
government has been predominantly Sunni. In the Euphrates 
district are vdld tribesmen who have never been completely 
pacified, and in the extreme south and west arc primitive 
Marsh Arabs and Bedouins. But Arabs of various categories 
by no means comprise the entire population. There are over 
40,000 Jews in Bagdad alone, and 70,000 in the whole coun¬ 
try. There are Yezedis (devil worshippers),' Chaldean 
Catholics, Chaldean Christians, a very considerable body of 

* A Mend in Iraq told me that the Yezedis, curious folk, are convinced 
that tliere is a good deal of evil in the world, and that it is more sensible to 
propitiate Satan, who is in charge of it, than the nicer deities. 
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Kurds (who are Aryans by race but Moslems by religion), 
Turks in the Mosul region, and a quantity of Assyrians, who 
were ruthlessly massacred after a violent outbreak in 1933. 

When I first came to Bagdad, looking hopefully for traces 
of Babylon, Nine\eh, and other departed glories of Meso¬ 
potamia in the sodden, shrunken streets, I noticed the Iraqi 
flag, and asked various Iraqis what it signified. It is indeed 
one of the most complex of modern flags, and few inhabitants 
of Bagdad could tell me all its meaning. The black stripe 
repre.sents the Abhasid Caliphs, the white stripe the Oinayyid 
Caliphs, the green stripe the Slierifians of Mecca. The red 
trapezoid stands for something else (no one is quite sure what), 
and the two white stars originally represented the first two 
Arab states, .Syria and Iraq. But Syria fell to the French. So 
the iraeps redistributed the stars, assigning one to the Arab 
element of the population, the other to the Kurds. (The 
Kurds like to complain that they didn’t get much else.) The 
flag was invented by an Englishman, Sir Gilbert Clayton. 

The political structure of Iraq includes a king, cabinet, and 
parliament. This last is somewhat rudimentary, since there 
are no political parties; some seats arc reserved to special com¬ 
munities, the Jews and Christians tor instance, by means of 
a system like the Communal Award in India. As in most 
countries new to nationhood, the bureaucracy is powerful 
and inclined to be corrupt; many higher officials in Iraq are 
former Turkish officers. The chief political issue is that ot 
the Ins trying to keep the Outs out, and of the Outs trying to 
get in. 

One thing the Iraqis have discovered, which is that it is 
easier (o clamour for independence than to rule an inde¬ 
pendent country efficiently. The re.sponsibility of govern¬ 
ment has sobered and cha.slened Ii'aq. The extremists (as in 
Egypt) have tended to become more moderate now that they 
are in power—and are apt to run to the British Embassy for 
help, the same Embassy they once bitterly attacked, whenever 
they get in trouble. Iraq (again like Egypt) has become more 
anci more pro-British since it became free—^which is one 
reason why the astute British gave it freedom. Bygones are 
bygones. The present prime minister, a revolutionist in 
192S!, once had a price on his head. One Kurdish chieftain, 
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Sheikh Mahmoud, known as the ‘King ol' Kurds’, resisted the 
mandatovv go\'ernmcnr for seven years, uniil a British officer 
‘negotiated his surrender’—after a bit of Itomhing. Now he 
amicably takes tea at the British Embassy, and his son is study¬ 
ing economics at Columbia University. 

The decisive way to play politics in Iraq is to make a coiij) 
cVfilat. The decisive way to make a revolution is to gain sup¬ 
port from the restive Euphrate.s tribesmen, tyho can muster 
50,000 rifle,s. 

Iraq is the only Arab country which may be said to have 
had a Fascist interlude. In November 1936, an ambitious 
officer Baqr Sidki Pasha, who had served in the Turkish army 
and wlio was of Kurdish origin (the Kurds are very strong in 
the Iraqi army), made a coup d’etat. The Iraqi Government 
appealed for British help, but the British Ambas.sador con¬ 
sulting with the cabinet and the opposition, considered that 
he had no right to intervene in an internal matter. Baqr 
Sidki’s coup was succe.ssful—it is a pity to have to foreshorten 
a highly dramatic story—and the loyalist minister of defence, 
Jafar Pasha, was murdered as he brought a message to Sidki 
from the young King, Ghazi. Sidki set himself up as a dic¬ 
tator. He‘bought aeroplanes from Italy, which the British 
considered naughty, and planned a visit to Berlin. But he 
had caused the murder of Jafar, be it remembered, and a 
blood feud in an Arab country is a serious matter. Relatives 
of Jafar—even though after some montlis of office Sidki seemed 
to have gained the favour of tlie King—pursued Sidki, and in 
July 1937, succeeded in murdering him. The King—like 
Carol of Rumania, who avoided the funeral of his murdered 
prime minister Duca—did not attend his obsequies. 

Iraq lives on oil mostly, which is pumped from the Mosul 
fields to the Mediterranean in a double pipeline, one egress 
of which is under British control at Haifa, the other in French 
Syria. Revenue from oil I'oyaltics pays the bills; Iraq has no 
deficit, no public debt. The pipeline is an extraordinarily 
successful engineering feat, built against tremendous difficul¬ 
ties. The oil must be pumped—it does not flow—across 1,150 
miles of the most onerous country imaginable. The oil con¬ 
cession is held per cent each by Royal Dutch-Shell, 
Anglo-Iranian, a French group, and a consortium of American 
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companies. The five per cent rciiiainiiig is in the hand of a 
remarkable Armenian entrepreneur, C. S. Gulbeknian. 

The most representative Iraqi politician of the present day 
is Nuri Pasha al Said. He was educated in Bagdad and the 
military college in Constantinople; he fought with the TurLs, 
then joined Fcisal’s Arab nationalists; he has been prime 
minister and foreign minister several times. His general 
policy, like Fcisal’s, is to stay close to Britain. He was a double 
brother-in-law of Jafar Pasha—he married Jafar’s sister and 
Jafar married his sister—and when Jafar was murdered he 
thought it prudent to leave the country. The British flew 
him out, as they have similarly helped so many political refu¬ 
gees in many lands who may some day be useful. 

Nuri is one of the fathers of the Round Table Conference 
idea to settle Jewi.sh-Arab differences in Palestine. He is a 
pure Arab, with a talent for languages and negotiation, and 
remarkably liquid eyes. 

King Ghazi 

This somewhat ineffectual young man,' who appears to 
have inherited some of the less amiable characteristics of the 
Husein family, was born in 1913 in the Hejaz, and ascended 
the Iraq throne in 1933. He was educated, in a manner of 
speaking, at Harrow, where he did not stay long, and then by 
an English tutor. He was a grievous disappointment to Feisal, 
who, however, might have treated him with more considera¬ 
tion when he was a boy. Feisal, like Fuad in Egypt in relation 
to Farouk, seemed to be totally uninterested in his son, even 
though he knew he must pass the succession to him. 

Young Ghazi married his first cousin, the daughter of 
Husein’s son Ali, in 1933, and has an heir. The women of the 
royal family, like most women in Iraq, are in strict purdah. 
But Ghazi’s sister, the Emirah Azza, fell in love with a Greek 
merchant from Rhodes, named Harolambos, and ran off with 
him. This was a stinging shock to the Moslem world—that a 
descendant of the Prophet should elope with a Christian 
infidel! Ghazi wanted to send emissaries to Rhodes for proper 
punishment of Azza and Harolambos, hut was dissuaded. He 

^ King Ghazi was tragically killed in a motor-car accident in April 
4939, and was succeeded by his infant son Feisal II. 
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wanted, in lact, to murder them, but was told that this would 
not be quite the thing to do. 

Gha/i is not popular ivith all his subjects. lie has a some¬ 
what disconcerting sense of humour. For imstance, young 
Nuri Pasha, son of the Nuri whom I have mentioned, became 
an aviator. Fie took Ghazi Lor a ride one day. Then Ghazi 
demanded that young Nuri take alolt one of his black slaves; 
he thought it would be good i’un to tetrily the slave, a 
favourite. The slave, oteiroine with Irighl, gi’a.spcd the con¬ 
trols fioin Nuri’s hands; the plane crashed, and young Nuri 
w'as paralysed as a result of the accident, The slave was killed. 

Ghazi is blamed by some observers for the brutal sup¬ 
pression of the Assyrians in 1933. It is more likely, however, 
that Baqr Sidki, the short-lived dictator, w'as responsible. 

Yemen and the Persian Gulf 

The sub-state of Yemen, like Bhutan and Nepal on the 
fringes of India (which it in no other way resembles), is a poli¬ 
tical curiosity. It is independent, but not a member of the 
League; for many y^ears it was virtually closed to foreigners, 
and was very little known; its ruler. King Yahya Mohammed 
ed Din, is considered to be a living Imam (roughly, prophet) 
by his followers, who adhere to the Zaidi sul)-sect of Islam. 
He is a lierce old man, now seventy-five, with nine fierce sons. 
The chief product of his hilly land is extraordinarily good 
coffee, exported from a town appropriately named Mokha. 

Yemen is the Arab stale most comspicuously under Italian 
influence to-day. In 1937, following some years of cai'eful 
infiltration, Italy signed a twenty-five-year friendship treaty 
with Yemen; the Yemencse bought Italian arms in consider¬ 
able quantity, and the Imam Yahya sent the King of Italy and 
Signor Mn.ssolini gifts of Arab horses. Italian technical ad¬ 
visers are busy in Yemen, which was one of the first states to 
recognise the conquest of Ethiopia, The interest of Italy in 
Yemen is obvious, if one looks at the map; occupation of it 
would make the lower end of the Red Sea an Italian lake, 
since Yemen directly faces Italian East Africa. 

Ibn Saud fought a war with Yemen in 1934, and won it. 
Freely this war was called a preliminary tussle between Bri¬ 
tain and Italy, since the British supported Ibn Saud, and the 
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Italians had aimed the Yeiiicnese, Ibn Saud, incidentally, 
showed his nianilest qualities of statesmanship after this war; 
he Avon it hands down, but he imposed no punitive peace on 
the old Imam, demanded no territory, and sought a resump¬ 
tion of friendly relations as soon as possible. 

On tbe otber side of the Arabian peninsula, along the Per¬ 
sian Gulf, are a group of sub-slates dominated by the Briti.sh, 
operating largely through the India Office.' One is Kuweit, 
near the frontiers of Iraq and Iran; it has a certain strategic 
value, but little tvealth. Farther doivn the coast are the Bah¬ 
rein Islands, notable until recently only for their pearl fish¬ 
eries, but now believed to be pos.sc.ssed of fabulously rich 
deposits of petroleum. The Bahrein Oil Company is partly 
owned by Standard Oil of California. At the southern tip of 
the Persian Gulf is the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman. The 
Sultan, a young man of twenty-eight, named Sayyed-* Said bin 
Timur, visited the United Stales in 1937. Interestingly 
enough Muscat was the first country with which the United 
Stales of America ever negotiated a foreign treaty; it was 
designed to protect American sailors wrecked on the Oman 
coast. The Sultan was tremendously impressed in America 
by seeing a demonstration of a Thompson sub-machine-gun. 
His country, which covers 83,000 square miles, contains 
exactly thirty miles of road; his civil list is Ci^,ooo per year. 
His rule, as the nice phrase has it, is dominated by the fact that 
his state is ‘in political relations’ with the Government of 
India. 

Also on the Persian Gulf are a series of petty chieftains 
knmvn as the ‘Trucial Sheikhs’. There are six of these 
sheikhs, each with his tiny parcel of territory, whose forbears 
signed picturesque treaties with the old East India Company 
and then the Government of India promising to abjure piracy 
and the slave trade. A chieftain known as Ahmed bin Rashid, 

^ It was the Government of India which first thought, during the Great 
War, of sending an emissary to Ibn Saud. The influence of the Indian 
Civil Service is particularly strong among British in Iraq. Aden, on the 
southern tip of the Arabian peninsula, was administered by the India Office 
until 1935. 

® He is thus another of the several thousand lineal descendants of the 
Prophet—or so they assert—scattered through the Middle East. 
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the Umm ul Qawain, is the most imporiant o[ them. They 
take their honours very seriously. Each recei\es his proper 
salute in guns according to the protocol of the Government of 
India. The story is that the least of them, a minor personality 
indeed, gets only one gun—and fires it himself! 

The Persian Gulf states are interesting strategically because 
the Shah of Iran forbids British aeroy^lancs to follow his shore; 
thus the British imperial air route depends on landing fields 
on the Arabian side. The.se incredibly remote and antedi¬ 
luvian principalities hear the swooping roar of four-motor 
planes, en route from England to India and Australia, almost 
every day of the year. 

Abdullah of T.J. 

‘Why must the Moslem, countries alway.s quarrel? Why can’t they live 
peacefully like the Christian nations?’ 

—Emir AnDOLLAii ibn Husein. 

Transjordan is important. It looks like an axe, with the 
head chopping into Arabia. It is the British land and air 
bridge between Palestine and Bagdad, and even though its 
territory is mostly lava and desert, it is of paramount interest 
in British communications. 

The origin of Transjordan as a separate state is curious, and 
its exact political status was for a long time obscure. In 1919, 
the British evacuated most of Transjordan, which was con¬ 
sidered to be part of Syria; but friclion came between France 
and Britain when Fei,sal was expelled from Damascus, and the 
British planted him in Bagdad. Then Abdullah, Feisal’s 
brother, marched into Transjordan on the way to Damascus, 
where he intended to fight the French to avenge Feisal, and 
perhaps take the Syrian throne himself. The British were 
embarrassed at this incursion of Arab warriors. Quietly the 
Royal Air Force reoccupied Transjordan, and Abdullah 
halted in its capital, Amman. Winston Churchill and Sir 
Herbert Samuel put their heads together. They 'invited' 
Abdullah to remain in Transjordan—partly as a threat to the 
French, partly to keep him from entering Palestine. And 
Abdullah has remained in Transjordan ever since—an ami¬ 
able British puppet. 

Abdullah, son of Husein, brother of Feisal, uncle of King 
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Ghazi of Iraq, is a squat, humorous, rather sly, and very astute 
man in his iate fiflies, whose salary is £15,000 per year. He is 
not technically a king, because Transjordan has a special man- 
da tory .status, but merely an emir. In his youth he was the 
most politically active of Husein’s .sons; he first got in touch 
with Sir Henry McMahon during the War, and was a promi- 
ncnl figure in the Arab revolt, though Lawrence did not like 
him as well as Feisal. He was once chosen King o£ Iraq, but 
the job went to Feisal insteaijl. Abdullah speaks no western 
language. He likes to laugh. Once he went to the movies 
in Jerusalem, and saw pretty girls unveiled; he rolled with 
laughter, muttering ‘God is grcatl’ In the entrance hall of 
his palace in Amman I encountered the most extraordinary 
object I have ever seen outside an amusement park, a gigantic 
concave-convex mirror, which produces astoundingly dis¬ 
torted reflections of those tvho—as all must—look into it. 

Transjordan was declared part of the British mandate for 
Palestine in igsa; but in 1923, it was decided that the articles 
in the mandate referring to Zionism—the creation of the 
Jewdsh National Home in Palestine—should not apply to 
Transjordan. The Ziotiists have resented thi.s bitterly ever 
since. They consider it a serious injustice that the mandate 
should have such half-and-half application, especially since 
Transjordan is big enough and undeveloped enough—even 
though it is the poorest of all the Arab countric.s—to absorb a 
considerable Jewish immigration. 

Since it is part of the Palestine Mandate—with Zionism 
omitted—Tran,sjordan is ruled in effect by the British High 
Commissioner in Palestine (who is repre.sented by a resident 
in Amman), that is to say, by the British Colonial Ofhee in 
London. There is a vestigial legislative council; it has no 
power. Public security comes from the strong Royal Air Force 
station, and from two remarkable native armies, officered 
partly by British, the Transjordan Frontier Force and the Arab 
Legion. 

The British do this sort of thing extremely well, as we have 
seen in India. Gold is much cheaper than gunfire; don’t 
shoot but buy. (This is a les.son, incidentally, that the Italians 
have not learned.) Tiro Arab Legion, a superb body of men, 
which is technically responsible to the Emir, has exactly two 
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British officers. One is the legendary Peake Pasha, who was 
an able assistant to Colonel Lawrence. The Transjordan 
Frontier Force, which is under the Palestine Government, is 
officered by a handful of British. Not more than twenty or 
thirty admirably competent young Englishmen keep the peace 
all the way from Palestine to the Euphrates. 

Syria and Lebanon 

Iracj is complex, and so is Palestine, but Syria is mo.st com¬ 
plex, Tlic curse of Syria is sectarianism. Here religion be¬ 
comes indistinguishable from nationality; it is nationality. 
And in Syria, which is only about as big as Illinois with 
2,500,000 people, at least twenty different religions flourish. 
There are various categories of Moslems, including Malckites, 
Nusarii (in three sects), worshippers of the Caliph Ali, 
Metawali, and the Druses, who are a special sub-sect believing 
among other things in reincarnation. Among Christians 
there are Greek Orthodox, Greek Catholics, MaroniLe.s, Roman 
Catholics, Armenian Catholics, Armenian Protestants, Ncs- 
torians, Copts, and Chaldeans. 

All are—in theory—Syrians. Which is why it is so difficult 
to tell -what a Syrian is—not to mention the phenomenal ad¬ 
mixture of races, which further complicates the problem. 

At the beginning of 1939, Syria was divided info no fewer 
than five different states, each with its own administration, its 
own constitution, its own flag. This rcductio ad absurdum of 
the theory of decentralisation (which, as we have seen, is also 
practised in Indo-China) was promoted by the French, who 
have the mandate for the whole country, first to satisfy Syrian 
sectarian aspirations, second to make the country easier to 
handle, by splitting and sub-dividing Arab nationalism. But 
the country has not been easy to handle. There have been 
six civil wars or revolutions since 1919. 

The two chief states of ‘Syria’ are Syria proper and the 
Lebanon. Syria, with its capital at Damascus, is basically Arab 
and Moslem, and the seat of the most intense Syrian national¬ 
ism. Damascus, as everyone know's, is the oldest inhabited 
city in the world (though a town in Afghanistan, by name 
Balkh, claims the same honour); a beautiful city, the legend 
has it that Mohammed refused to enter it, saying that Paradise 
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in heaven ivas enough. As at present denial tated, the ‘Syrian’ 
frontiers do not include any share of the Mediterranean coast, 
which the Syrians consider an outrageous attempt by France 
to keep the new country permanently weak. 

The second state, the Lebanon, comprises most of the coastal 
strip, with capital at Beirut. The population is largely Levan¬ 
tine and Christian. Treaties have been drawn up by France 
with both Syria and the Lebanon, on the model of the British 
treaty with Iracp and both states are to receive full national 
independence in 1940—if the French Chamber of Deputies 
ratifies the treaties. Native governments are already func¬ 
tioning. The two states, after 1940, will remain quite inde¬ 
pendent of each other. The treaties are, however, similar, 
except that whereas the French will keep a garrison in tur¬ 
bulent Syria for only five years, they will maintain armed forces 
in comparatively tranquil Lebanon for twenty-five. This 
seeming pat'adox is because the Lebanese Christians are afraid 
of attack by the Moslem Syrians and want French protection. 
The Moslems in Syria hate the Lebanese more deeply, if pos¬ 
sible, than they hate the French. 

The third sub-division of Syria at present is the ‘Republic’ 
of Latakia, also under its own administration, which takes in 
the coastal strip above the town of Tripoli. The fourth is the 
region of the troublesome Druses in the Jebel-el-Druse, in the 
mountainous region below Damascus; it is ‘autonomous’ 
under military control. The Druses rose in a bitter civil war 
in 1926. Finally there is the Sanjak of Alexandretta, adjacent 
to Turkey on the north, which in the autumn of 1938 became 
something quite new under the sun—a state ruled jointly by 
France and Turkey, though the population, which is roughly 
sixty per cent Arab, forty per cent Turkish, is promised auton¬ 
omy as soon as Syria reaches independence. Turkey insisted 
on this new Alexandretta regime as protection for the Turkish 
minority later; Turks and Arabs are old enemies. The Turks 
have given a new name to the new Sanjak—Flatay. Thus one 
more new country, at least for collectors of postage stamps. 
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‘Once we had a country and we thought it fair; 

Look in the atlas and you’ll find it there. 

We cannot go there now, my dear, we cannot go there now. 

—W. H. Auden in The .New Yorker, 

Z IONISM i.s, as everyone should know, as old as Moses. Even 
if Moses himself did not reach the Promised Land, he 
first emphasised the concrete political actuality of Jewish need 
to possess geographical borders, to have for themselves that 
most essential of all things—a homeland. Modern Zionism 
began in the late nineteenth century witli the teaching of 
Theodore Herzl. He .sought to save Jews from the pogroms 
of Rnssia and Cenlral Europe, to counteract the a.ssimilation 
of Jews in western countries, and to found in the Holy Land, 
the only possible place, a National Florae for the Jewish 
people, Herzl organised the World Zionist Organisation, and 
the first Zionist Congress was held in Basle in 1897. 

During the Great War came the Balfour Declaration, of 
date November 3, 1917. This document, battered by events 
as it has been, remains Zionist scripture. The Briti.sh promul¬ 
gated it partly for humanitarian reasons, partly on account of 
the exigencies of the War, and partly because of the curious 
accident that Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the Zionist leader, was a 
celebrated chemist. For the chemistry episode we must await 
the next chapter. The British wanted profoundly to influence 
Jewish opinion, both in the United States and among the 
submerged Jewish populations of the Central Powers, to the 
side of the Allies. When the Balfour Declaration was issued, 
for instance, thousands of copies were smuggled into the 
enemy countries, so that Jewish peoples in Germany and 
Eastern Europe might see the Allies as their saviour. The 
Balfour Declaration reads: 
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His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment 
in Palestine of a National Plome for the Jewish people, and 
will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement 
of this object, it being dearly understood that nothing shall 
be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights’^ of 
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights 
and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 

To-day the Jewish problem has far outdistanced anything 
even lemotely envisaged in 1917. The events in Germany 
and Central Europe since the rise of Hitler have focused a 
blazing and savage spotlight on the intolerable plight of Jews. 
The refugee problem has become an enormously pressing and 
tragic contemporary phenomenon. Jews by the million, 
guilty of no crime except that they are jews, are homeless, 
destitute, starving. What is left of civilisation in the world 
recoils in successive sliocks as new and pitiless outrages against 
Jews are perpetrated. The Jewish question, as it was said in 
I-ondon recently, has become a non-Jewish question. German 
and Italian policy makes it universal. The desperation of the 
Jewish position is, or should be, a preoccupation of all decent 
mankind. 

I’his serves to make the Zionist experiment in Palestine a 
more cogent and intimate issue than it has ever been before. 
Zionism, if it could be made to work, might solve the Jewish 
problem. Let us explore. 

Jews in Palestine 

The basic facts of the Palestine deadlock are known to 
almost everyone. Very briefly we may recapitulate them. The 
Balfour Declaration did not install the Jewish National Home 
in a vacuum; it installed it in what was in effect an Arab 
country. It did not install the Jewish National Home in a 
territory remote from political contingencies like, say, Alaska; 
it installed it in a section of the world which for generations 
had been the focus of a fierce imperialist struggle. 

But Zionism could not have been installed anywhere else. 
Palestine is the Jewish National Home. I quote from A 
Primer on Palestine: ‘Even during the exile in Babylon the 
Jews said, “How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange 

^ Note that there is no mention of non-Jewish, i.e., Arab, political or national 
rights. 
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land?” For the last 2,000 years every Jew has said at Passover, 
“Next year in Jerusalem.” ’ 

Legally the Arab case that Palestine is ‘their’ countiy rests 
on the McMahon correspondence. It goes without saying that 
the Allies did play fast-and-loosc with the Arab.s. The Arabs 
were not the only people honoured with such attention during 
the Great War. But, as ivas pointed out in Chapler XXXII, 
McMahon himself excludc.s Palestine from the territory prom¬ 
ised to Arab sovereignty. Official British doctrine has never 
admitted that the McMahon pledge is valid in regard to Pales¬ 
tine. 

The British thus whittled down their purported obligations 
to the y\rab&; similarly tliey pared down tlicir promises to the 
Jews. For twenty-one years the Balfour Declaration has been 
interpreted one way or other by various British governments. 
In 1922, Mr. Winston Churchill attempted to concentrate 
it in a White Paper which stated that Jews were to live in 
Palestine as of right, and not on sufferance, but that there 
should be no attempt to create an exclusive Jewish state in 
Palestine. In other words, the National Home for the Jewish 
people was to be a sort of i.slancl in a largely Arab country. 
Great Britain as the mandatory power was in charge of admin¬ 
istration, empowered to inflict legislation on Jews and Arabs 
alike. So the experiment began. 

Jewish brains, Jewish immigrants—and finally Jewish 
blood—began to irrigate the little country. But the Jews 
insist that they did not remove any rights from the Arabs, nor 
were they ‘taking’ any land. They bought l.he land they 
settled on, at good prices, and even during the disturbances 
the Arabs were willing enough to sell. They did not dispo.s- 
sess any but an infinitesimal number of Arabs; at the begin¬ 
ning, at least, they scrupulously respected Arab religious and 
racial customs, and they did not ‘take’ nearly as much of 
Palestine as is generally assumed. At present the Jews own 
about 300,000 acres of cultivable land, out of a total cultivable 
area estimated at 2,750,000 acres. 

The concrete achievements of Zionism have been consider¬ 
able. An attempt to express spiritual homogeneity in geo¬ 
graphical terms was unique; to many it was enthralling. I 
have watched the immigrants come in at Jaffa, on boats like 
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troop ships, from the ghettos of Lemberg and Czernowitz 
and Prague. No, they were not handsome, vigorous young 
men. No, they were not lit by any apparent inward fire. 
Instead, they were wretchedly dressed and miserably poor, 
huddled in cantonments where brisk British officers shuffled 
and distributed them; they looked like refugees from slums. 
But a few years later I saw these same people tilling the soil, 
carving livelihoods out of the dusty rock of the Jordan hills 
and the plain of Esdraelon—upright, alert, self-sufficient, 
ivith pride in their work, pride in themselves. They were 
new men. The transformation was all but unbelievable. 

‘In Palestine’ [wrote Sir Herbert Samuel, the first civilian 
High Commissioner] ‘there are Oriental Jews from Bokhara and 
Persia and Iraq, and there are University men and women from 
New York and Chicago. There arc Jews from the Yemen 
of small .stature and with gentle, refined features, good crafts¬ 
men in silver and ivory, or good labourers on the farms ; and 
there are agricultural experts from the colleges of France, 
from Poland and Russia. There are students and writers, 
doctors and lawyers, architects and musicians, organizers and 
social workers, from Eastern Europe and Western, from Asia 
and America.’ 

Zionism necessarily handpicks its colonists, since immigra¬ 
tion is fixed by ihc Palestine (British) Government; the quota 
has lately been severely cut down, after years of whittling. 
The immigration of halutzim (pioneers), is thus not fortu¬ 
itous, but selective; the Zionist organisation, represented by 
agents throughout Eastern Europe, chooses them man by man. 
Once in Palestine, immigrants are organised into colonies and 
settled on the land. Some land is the property of the Jewish 
people as a whole, in perpetual lease to the Jewish National 
Fund; some may be privately bought and sold. The Jewish 
agricultural colonists are the heart of Zionism. 

Accompanying Zionism came a Hebrerv revival. The 
colonists learn Hebrew, and that tongue has been resuscitated 
as a living language. Hebrew theatres have been organised 
and a living literature in Plebrew has developed. Schools 
have been opened in considerable number; a great Hebrew 
university has been built on Mount Scopus, near Jerusalem; 
a definite revivification of Jewish life has occurred, expressed 
in Hebrew terms. 
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Meantime the standard of livin;:^ in the whole country was 
enormously increased. Jewish capital entered tlie country in 
large amounts. The remarkable town of Tel-Aviv arose on 
the JalTa sands, the only exclusive Jewish municipality in the 
world. Swamps were drained; malaria controlled; irrigation 
and water power projects outlined; agriculture rationalised. 
The jews built hospitals, welfare stations, libraries, clinics, 
laboratories for scientific research. They brought, in fact, the 
modern world to Palestine. 

Immigration figures tell the stories of rising Jewish strength 
and consequent Arab alarm. In 1920, 5,51/1 Jews came to 
Palestine; in 1925, 35,801. Then came a serious drop; but in 
1933, immigration reached 30,000 again, and in 193/I, it rose 
to 42,359, in 1935, to 61,854. In 1922, the total population 
of Pale.stine was about 750,000; it included 589,177 Mo.slems, 
71,-464 Christians, and 83,790 Jews. (Many Jews had settled 
in Palestine long before the War and the Balfour Declara¬ 
tion.) The Jews were, in other words, roughly eleven per cent 
of the total population. In 1936, the population of Palestine 
was 1,336,518, of whom 848,3.'] 2 were Moslems, 106,474 
Christian, and 370,483 Jews. The Moslems, one secs, increase 
very rapidly too. But the proportion of Jews to the total popu¬ 
lation rose in 1936 to roughly twenty-eight per cent. 

It soon became clear that tension between Jew and Arab 
prevented any easy development of normal sclf-goveriiiiig 
institutions. Indeed, the government of Palestine is unique. 
There is no constitution,no parliament,no president,no prime 
minister, no cabinet. 'I'hc administration is purely colonial. 
New laws are posted simply by decree. The ‘government’ is 
vested almost solely in the person of the British High Commis¬ 
sioner, who is responsible only to the Colonial Office in 
London, and, at an astronomical distance, to the Mandates 
Commission of the League of Nations. This has occurred 
becau.se no legislative instrument could be devised satisfac¬ 
tory to Jew and Arab alike. Being outnumbered, the Jews 
refused any government based on proportionate representa¬ 
tion, since it was Arab policy to abolish Jewish immigration 
altogether. And the Arabs refused anything else. 

The Jewish accomplishment in Palestine came atop almost 
insuperable difficulties and obstacles. From the beginning 
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Zionism faced not only political watering down of the man- 
dale but deep-seated aniipafliy from anti-Semitic British offi¬ 
cials. Idle Jews were violently discriminated against—in 
what was presumably to be their own country. William Ziff 
has outlined' some of the more outrageous details. Hitler’s 
Mein Kanipf was permitted in the Jerusalem book-shops; but 
not the BiO’wn Booh of I he Nazi Terror. Alone among Arab 
states Palcsliiie tras asked to continue payments on the old 
Ottoman debt. The Jews were not allowed to build their own 
harbour at Tcl-Aviv, or to equip it tvith a railway .station. 
Palestine gets no revenue fi'om the Iraq pipeline, though it 
goes through Palestine territory. Jews were arrested for 
picketing German shops, and Jewish taxes paid for Arab 
schools—and to suppress Arab revolutions. 

Not all Jews are active Zionists. In the United States, with 
some 4,000,000 Jews, only about 100,000 are members of the 
Zionist Organisation. But in 1929, a new Jewi.sh agency was 
created, including non-Zionists as well as Zionists, jointly 
pledged to support ‘Jewish’ philanthropy and work in Pales¬ 
tine. This wisely broadened the base of Zionist activity. It 
seemed in 1929 that a new era in the development of the 
Jewish National Home might begin. But the optimists were 
wrong. The Arabs rose. A fierce religious crisis led to insur¬ 
rection (Jerusalem is a holy city to Moslems as well as Jews), 
Jews were hideously ma.s,sacrcd, and a period commenced of 
extreme difficulty and tension. 

Arabs in Palestine 

‘Verily God loveth not the aggressors.’ —Mohammed. 

Arab and Jew arc astoundingly contradistinctive, consider¬ 
ing that both arc Semites. In religion, in language, in politics, 
in morals, in community ideals, in habit of mind they differ. 
As I heard it put: the Arab is a camel; the Jew is a motor-car, 
seeking new roads—and a place to put them. 

The Arabs became alarmed early. Riots occurred as early 
as 1920 and 1921, though King Fcisal and the Zionist leader, 
.Dr. Weizmann, made a preliminary entente. What alarmed 
the Arabs most was realisation of their own economic, political, 

1 In The Rape of Palestine) a rip-roaring assault on Arabs, British and 
moderate Zionists alike. 
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and cultural inferiority. We have sketched enough of Arab 
background in preceding chapters to make this clear. Back¬ 
ward, nomadic, ivith no experience of western administration 
(they had been governed for centuries by Turks), largely illit¬ 
erate, the Arabs were no match for the educated and hustling 
Jeivs. 

'Fhe Arabs began to organise, A youthful leader, Haj Amin 
Effendi El Huscini, combined in his person the posts of presi¬ 
dent of the Sujireme Moslem Council (a body founded by the 
British in 1931 to give the Arabs focus for political organisa¬ 
tion) and Mufti of Jerusalem. He is usually called the ‘Grand’ 
Mufti,’ but pedantically speaking there is no such title. Haj 
Amin w^as supposed to hold both jobs for life. He became 
the spearhead of the Arab nationalist movement. 

In 1930, the Mufti had been condemned to five years’ impri¬ 
sonment by the British for complicity in the Jad'a riots; he 
lied, however, and was not captured. Then Sir Herbert 
Samuel, the High Commissioner, decided to pardon him; he 
announced the pardon at a public meeting in Amman, capital 
of Transjordan. 

‘Let Haj Amin conic to Jerusalem; he will not be molested; 
we have pardoned him,’ Sir Herbert said. 

There was a movement in the crowd and, to the amazement 
of the British, Haj Amin proceeded to appear, lifted on the 
shoulders of (he Arabs. He had been hiding—in a good 
enough place! 

Flaj Amin—now in exile—was born in 1893 in Jerusalem, 
of the well-established and influential Eluseini family. He 
was a student in Turkey when the Great War broke out; he 
became an olTicer in the Turkish army like so many Near 
Eastern personalities, and then was taken prisoner; on being 
released by the allied forces, he joined the Arab revolt, but he 
was never conspicuous in it. In character he is a flaming 
nationalist, in manner very cautious and slow-spoken. 

He became Mufti of Jerusalem when he was only twenty- 
seven, in succession to his half-brother. The story is that he 
prepared himself for this important job by special studies at 
A 1 Azhar University in Cairo, but in fact he studied at A 1 

‘Mufti’ means priest, though technically there is no Moslem clergy* 
‘Haj’ is a name given to any Moslem who has made the pilgrimage to Mecca. 
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Azhar only a lew nionihs. He was fourth in the list of candi¬ 
dates for Mufti. The other three were members of a rival 
family of Jerusalem Arabs, the Nashashibis. The Huseinis 
contrived anyway to procure the appointment for their man, 
Haj Amin. Presently he became president of the Supreme 
Moslem Council too and was in effect both religious and 
secular leader of the Arabs of Palestine. 

His potver does not reside in his personality. It resided in 
his position. By reason of his double job he was in control— 
until the British deirrived him of his leadership of the Supreme 
Moslem Council—of the revenues of the Waqf, or Moslem 
religious foundations and endowments. These possess con¬ 
siderable property, mostly land; the Waqf revenues are sup¬ 
posed to amount to £60,000 per year, and—normally—are 
used to support schools, charities, and the like. But they 
helped finance the Mufti’s revolution—so his enemies say. An 
additional point is that the Mufti, while president of the 
Supreme Moslem Council, got a salary from the government. 
This salary continued to be paid—until his flight—even 
though he was overtly leading a revolt against the authorities 
who were paying him. The Mufti had for a time a third job, 
that of head of the supervisory board of the Mo.slem religious 
courts. He thus was in a position to nominate judges and the 
like, an important source of patronage. 

There are no fewer than six different Arab parties in 
Palestine. The cliicf one is the Mufti’s. For years the six 
vigorously opposed each other, but in 1936 they merged tem¬ 
porarily, under the leadei'ship of the Mufti, to produce a joint 
executive, the Arab Higher Committee. When the Mufti 
fled, and when other important Arabs were anrested and 
deported, the Committee broke up and was outlawed. The 
National Defence Party, the next most important in Palestine, 
seceded from it. This party group, led by Ragheb Bey 
Nashashibi, has always taken a moderate line; Ragheb Bey 
was for fifteen years mayor of Jerusalem, and a bitter opponent 
of the Mufti,' 

He was bom in Jerusalem in 1880, and was a member for Jerusalem in 
the Turkish parliament from 1914-19. In contrast to the Mufti he is 
widely travelled, well educated, a cosmopolitan with something of a western 
outlook. His wife is Christian. 
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The moderale Arabs of’ the Nashashibi and similar varie- 
lies, thougb lescnling Zionist power and penetration, hat'e 
been appalled at the ware of terrorism and civil war that has 
inundated Palestine, In November 1938, opposition to the 
Mufti came into the open. A member of the Defence Party, 
Fahkri Bey Nashashibi, a cousin of Raghcb Bey, sent a letter 
to the British Pligh Couimissioncr stating: 

1. A’hat the anti-Multi Arabs comprise seventy-live per cent 
of the Arabs in Palestine, whom the Mufti has sought to crush 
through terrorism. 

s. That the Multi ‘used his ollicial position and the funds 
collected for the national cause to cxtcianinate or impoverish 
the leaders’ opposed to him in Palestine. 

3. That the British should realise that the Mufti does not 
alone represent the Arabs of Palestine, and that terrorism is 
encouraged by this assumption. 

Response came qu ickly. An attempt was made to assassinate 
a member of the Nashashibi faction the next day. Five other 
members of the Nashashibi family were attacked or murdered 
shortly thereafter. 

The Mufti’s men look far afield. In November 1938, came 
a statement by the nationalist leader Arif Abdul Ra/ik, 
threatening the United States with reprisals for ‘interfering 
in affairs which are none of its business’, i.e., for expressing 
sympathy with Palestine Jews. The statement asserted that if 
such interference continued, the Arabs would {a) withdraw 
all Arab studeuLs from American schools, {b) boycott American 
goods, (c) destroy all American buildings in Palestine, and 
id) seize all American property in Palestine. 

The civil war began in cfTcct in April 1936, when a Jewish 
party was ambushed near Nablus and a Jewish immigrant 
killed. There were riots at his funeral, and agitation spread. 
'I'he Arab Flighcr Committee declared a general strike, which 
for six months turned the country upside down. Imported 
gueirilleros from Transjordan and Iraq did much of the Arab 
fightmg. In the end the British had to pour almost 30,000 
troops into the little country. Through it all, however, the 
Mufti himself, living in Jerusalem, was not arrested because 
the British High Commissioner still believed that a policy of 
‘’appeasement’ and reconciliation would win the day. 
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The hghuag was mopped up—temporarily—late in 1936; 
the general strike fizzled out; and a Royal Commission came to 
Palestine. This commission, led by Lord Peel, made its report 
in July 1937. It did not waste much ink on the feelings of 
the Arabs. It found the Palestine mandate unworkable in its 
present form, and proposed the drastic surgical remedy of 
Partition. It envisaged creation of three separate states in 
Palestine (a country the size of Wales or New Jerseyl), British, 
Jewish, Arab. The partition phase of Palestine history ap¬ 
peared about to begin. 

It did not get very far. Again, furiously, the Arabs rose. They 
made another civil tvar, a much more serious one this time. 

'What Thin Partitions Sense from Thought Divide!’ 

The attitude of the Jews to the idea of Partition was, at 
first, bitter. ‘Barbarous vivisection,’ said the Chief Rabbi of 
the British Empire. ‘An end of the great dream of a Jewish 
nation,’ complained Mr. Ussishkin of the Jewish National 
Fund. ‘A Palestine state without Jerusalem is a mockery,’ 
cried the Palestine Post, organ of the moderate Zionists. People 
said that a ‘new Jewish pale’ was created actually in the 
national home. It was ‘Zionism without Zion’. 

Then leading Jews began to come round to sympathy with 
the idea when they explored its I'amifications and discovered 
—a most important point—that the Arabs opposed it more 
vehemently than they did. Dr. Weizmann, the President of 
the World Zionist Organi.sation, lent his formidable pi'estige 
to support the project. A stormy meeting of the Jewish 
Agency in Zurich, while reserving final judgment, opened the 
way to negotiation. 

Few Jews, it may be said, liked Partition for its own sake, 
but they preferred it to intolerable nnsettlement and tension. 
Moreover the ‘irresistible lure of sovereignty’ began to win 
them. They talked of their new flag, their constitution-to-be, 
their new frontiers. They were going to have a state that 
really was tlieir own—no matter how microscopically small. 

Jewish grievances from 1919 to 1936 were summarised as 
follows in the Peel Report: 

I. Obstruction in the establishment of the National Home 
owing to dilatory action by officials. 
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2. ‘Pro-Arab’ proclivities by officials and their failure to 
carry out the Mandate. 

3. Great delay in the decision of civil suits and inefficiency 
of criminal procedure. (For instance, eighty Jews were 
murdered in 1936 but no capital sentence against an Arab 
was carried out.) 

4. Toleration by the Government (for a long time) of sub- 
vei'sive activities, especially those of the Mufti of Jerusalem. 

5. Failure to introduce a land system appropriate to the 
needs of the country. 

6. Reluctance to facilitate immigration, and uncontrolled 
illegal Arab immigration. 

7. Restriction of progress of Jewish municipalities by govern¬ 
ment regulations. 

8. Failure of the British to ensure public security. 

The Jewish ‘case’ in Palestine, strongly underlined by the 
Royal Commission, is in essence simple. The Jews, a people 
without a homeland, have an inescapable moi'al, historical, 
and political right to one, and Palestine is the only one pos¬ 
sible. They have as much ‘right’ to Palestine as the Arabs; 
they mean no harm to Arabs, who have millions of square 
miles to live in if they find proximity to Jews uncomfortable. 
No Arabs have been asked to leave Palestine. Jetvish ‘occupa¬ 
tion’ of Palestine has indeed greatly benefited the Arab 
community. 

But the Arabs refused co-operation. In the words of the 
Peel Commission, ‘Not once since 1919 has any Arab leader 
.said that co-operation with the Jews was even possible.’ (On 
the other hand, let it be repeated that all through the clis- 
turbauce.s Arab landowners made money freely by selling 
Jews their land.) A modicum of hate of course accompanied 
these transactions; money counts, but blood counts too. ‘The 
underlying cause [of the unrest],’ a Jewish witness told the 
Commission, ‘is that we exist.’ 

Two questions put to the Mufti by the Royal Commission 
(the Arabs boycotted the Commission till the last possible 
moment and then gave evidence briefly) are of interest: 

Q. Does Your Eminence think that this country can assi¬ 
milate and digest the 400,000 Jews now in the country? 

A. No. 

Q. Some of them would have to be removed by a process 
kindly or painful as the case may be? 
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A. We must leave all this to the future. 

Here was a new note of menace; not content with opposi¬ 
tion to Jewish immigration, the Mufti was, in a guarded 
manner, indicating that Jews might in the ‘future’ be expelled 
from the country if his party had its way. And in the civil 
wars from 1936 on, the Arabs were attacking, not only the 
Jews, hut the British as well—an ominous sign. 

Whereas the basic grievances of the Jews were in a sense 
mollified by the jiartition scheme, those of the Arabs were 
made more intense. This, in a nuLshell, wa.s the reason for 
renewed Arab clamour. The main Arab grievances, as out¬ 
lined by the Royal Commission, were as follows: 

1. Failure to develop self-governing institutions (i.e., Pales¬ 
tine has no parliament, prime minister, or the other parapher¬ 
nalia of democracy, partly because the Jews fear what would 
be Arab numerical superiority in the legislature). 

2. Acquisition of land by Jews. (But the Arabs sold it to 
them.) 

3. Jewish immigration. 

4. The use of Hebrew and English as official languages. 

5. Employment of British and Jewish officers, and exclusion 
of Arabs from the higher posts. 

6. Creation of a large class of landless Arabs, and the re¬ 
fusal of Jews to employ Arab labourers. 

7. Inadequate funds for Arab education. 

The Repoi't says: ‘Whilst we believe that these grievances 
are sincerely felt, we are of the opinion that most of them 
cannot be regarded as legit iraate under the terms of the man¬ 
date and we are therefore not called upon to make recom¬ 
mendations upon them.’ 

Above and beyond the specific grievances is the major tenet 
of the Arabs, that Palestine is their country, and that the 
Jews are ‘taking it away’. In the words of the Royal Com¬ 
mission: 

The underlying cause.s of the disturbances, or (as we regard 
it) the rebellion of 1936 are, first, the desire of the Arabs for 
national independence; secondly, their antagonism to the 
establishment of the Jewish National Home in Palestine, 
quickened by their fear of Jewish immigration. Among con¬ 
tributory causes were the effect on Arab opinion of the attain¬ 
ment of national independence by Iraq, Transjordan, Egypt, 
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Syria, and the Lebanon; the rush of Jewish immigrants 
escaping from Central Europe. . . ; the intensive character 
and the ‘modernism’ of Jewish nationalism; and lastly the 
general uncertainty, accentuated by the ambiguity of certain 
phrases in the Mandate, as to the ultimate intentions of the 
Mandatory Power. 

As to the Arab as.scrtion that Palestine is exclusively their 
country, the Jews reply that they have the ‘right of prior occiu 
pation and historical connection’. The Jews conquered 
Palestine in about 1200 b.c., and held it for thirteen centuries. 
Some Jews have been uninterruptedly in Nablus from 72a b.c. 
until the present day. The Arabs held the country from 
A.n. 1)37, tvhen the Omayyicl Calipli.s began to rule in Damas¬ 
cus, until it was seized by the Ottoman Ttuks in a.d. 15 lO, who 
with their descendants (and Turks are not Arabs, either lin¬ 
guistically or racially), held, it till the Great War. 

Palestine means more than race or language to the Arabs; 
it means religion. Jerusalem is holy to Moslem Arabs as well 
as to Christians and Jews. This is because of two sacred 
Moslem edifices there, one the Dome of the Rock, which was 
built on the site of Abraham’s rock (the central point of the 
Temple of Solomon), the other the Mosque of Aqsa, which was 
originally a Christian church. The Mosque of Aqsa is sup¬ 
posed to mark the spot where Mohammed’s winged horse was 
tethered before the flight to heaven; it is, after Mecca and 
Medina, the greatest shrine in Islam. But this same area is 
devoutly and correctly sacred to Jews too, because it contains 
the celebrated Wailing Wall' which was the .site of Solomon’s 
Temple, and which is as Jewish as the Talmud. The sacred¬ 
ness was originally Jewish and Christian; the Moslems took it 
over because it was holy. Jewish and Arab religious monu¬ 
ments are inextricably conjoined. 

Bloodshed Again 

Terrorism came once more, and then war. The Arabs 
determined to fight the partition scheme to a finish. They 
did. 

After sporadic disorder, with tension crackling, the British 

^ Effort by youthful Jews to extend their rights of worship at the Wailing 
Wall was a contributing factor of the igag disturbances. 
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set out to arrest the Mufti. This was in July 1937, ®ut the 
Mufti with his Sudanese bodyguard escaped into the Temple 
Area, and the British did not dare follow him there, because 
invasion of such a hallowed Moslem sanctuary might have 
caused an unpredictable explosion. Until October the Mufti 
stayed inside the Temple, a priest in a cage; he was sur¬ 
rounded and hclplc.ss, and had no method of direct activity. 
On October ifi he fled to Syria, eluding the British police dis¬ 
guised as a beggar. Since that time he has resided in French 
territory. 

Disorder continued to spread, and was probably encour¬ 
aged by foreign interests who like to see the Palestine pot 
boiling. The Arabs became increasingly bold, and by the 
summer of 1938 all but paraly.sed the country. British power 
seemingly collapsed in district after district. The Arab ter¬ 
rorists ran wild. The essence of terrorism is that it aims to 
disorganise the forces of authority by secret and subteiTanean 
means. And, by and large, it will continue to be successful .so 
long as the bulk of the people are with the terrorists, and will 
conceal and assist them. The problem for the government 
is to make the people more afraid of the government than of 
the terrorists. 

By the end of 1938 the Arabs had forced a stalemate. They 
were strong enough to invade and capture important towns. 
They were so successful, in fact, that the jews firmly believe 
that the British never genuinely desired to beat them down. 
Otherwise such episodes as, for instance, the raids on police 
stations in big towns like Jaffa, or the virtual investment of 
Jericho, arc almost inconceivable. ‘It would be ludia'ous,’ 
said the Peel Report, ‘to suppose that it is beyond the resources 
of the British Government to deal with a rebellion on so 
small a scale.’ Yet that is just what happened, though the 
Arab guerrilleros probably never numbered more than 5,000 
men. 

On November 9, 1938, the British Government withdrew 
the partition scheme, and announced that the whole Palestine 
problem would be reopened, with a Round Table conference 
between Jews and Arabs as a preliminary step. Almost at 
once, the Arab revolt died down. 

But the Round Table conference, duly held in London, 
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broke up in March 1939. Not only did Jews and Arabs dis¬ 
agree; non-Multi Arabs refused to sit with Mufti Arabs for a 
time. At the end the British issued proposals whicli both 
Arabs and Jews rejected, though presumably they will be the 
basis for subsequent discussion. The proposals suggested 
creation of an independent Palestine state after a transition 
period, with Jews in a permanent minority. It was believed 
that Jewish immigration would be permitted at 15,000 per 
year until the Jews became one-third of the population, when 
it was to stop. The Jews refused to consider this. So did the 
Arabs, cvho demanded cessation of Jewish immigration and 
an independent Arab state at once. 

Immediately the conference failed resumption of trouble 
was threatened again in Palestine. So the tragic story winds 
itself along. 

Civilisation is overwhelmingly on the side of the Jews; but 
civilisation, isn’t always popular. Zionism is an emotional and 
practical necessity to countless jews, and given intelligent 
statesmanship it should become the best single solution to the 
refugee problem. But it faces bitterly fomented hostility of 
the Arab population. Arab hostility to Zionism is lamentable; 
bitt it is not going to be easy to erase. The British will not 
give up the Mandate, becau.se Palestine is an essential item 
in the defence of the air route to India and of the Suez Canal; 
but to maintain the Mandate means almost intolerable dis¬ 
order, tension, and dismay. Zionism rests on British bayonets 
—which have not been too glittcringly effective—and which 
seem in fact to be aiming at the Zionists. 

Perhaps amelioration will come some day—amelioration to 
the refugee problem also—in the form of an exchange of 
populations. This is not practical politics yet; it could become 
practical politics any time the British believed in it. The 
Arabs might conceivably go into Transjordan or Iraq, where 
there is plenty of room; Jews from Europe could come then to 
Palestine. The idea may seem fantastic, but it worked when 
imposed by a strong hand on the Greeks and Turks. Some¬ 
thing drastic must be done. The refugee issue forces new 
attention to Zionism as a way out. 
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DR. CFIAIM WEIZMANN 

‘YeSj I am a Jew, and when the ancestors of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman were brutal savages in an unknown island mine were priests 
in the Temple of Solomon.’ 

—DlSR-iiELI, 

Y ears ago, when the late Lord Balfour was visiting Man¬ 
chester during an electoral campaign, he met a young 
Jewish chemist named Chaim Weizmann. They liked each 
other at once, and Weizmann talked vividly of the great dream 
of his life—Zionism. Balfour was moved and impressed. 
Already he was interested in the Zionist project, and there 
had been talk of making Uganda, in Africa, a Jewish colony. 
Balfour turned to Weizmann, as the young man, with perfect 
poise, argued his point that only Palestine could be the proper 
national home. ‘Tell me, Dr, Weizmann, are there many 
Zionists like you?’ Balfour asked. Weizmann smiled and 
replied, ‘Mr. Balfour, the roads of Pinsk are paved with them.’ 

Weizmann was referring to his birthplace. The Zionist 
leader, who is one of the considerable men of the modern 
world, was born on November ky, 1874, in the village of 
Motele, near Pinsk, Russia. He was the third child of a family 
of fifteen, eleven of whom are alive to-day. His father was a 
timber merchant of modest means, not rich; his mother was 
an exceptionally devoted and courageous woman. She man¬ 
aged, for insiance, to send no fewer than nine of her children 
to universities, though the family was poor, and the road to 
education for Jews in Russia in those days was arduous. 

In that same early conversation with Balfour, Weizmann 
showed his ingrown, innate, unshakable conviction that 
Zionism and Palestine were one. Weizmann a.sked Balfour, 
who was still thinking of Uganda, ‘Would you give up London 
to live in Saskatchewan?’ ‘But we have always Ih'ed in Lon¬ 
don!’ Balfour exclaimed. ‘Yes,’ Weizmann replied, 'and w’'e 
lived in Jerusalem when London was still a marsh.’ 

Not only has Weizmann, like most men of politics in the 
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model n age, been dominated all his life by one idea; that idea 
—Zionism—was from his earliest years associated with the 
hope of British help. For instance, a letter exists to-day, which 
he wrote to a teacher when he was eleven years old, stating 
that the salvation of the Jews was Palestine, and that only the 
English could help get them there. Weizmann has been 
consistently pro-British all his career. This has not kept him 
from being a passionately good Jew, but it necessarily made 
him a master of political manoeuvre. 

Young Weizmann went to the cheder (religious private 
school) in his village, then to the gymnasium in Pinsk. He was 
a brilliant student of science and mathematics, and his 
mother’s favourite child.’ He progressed to the University 
of Fieiburg, supporting himself at odd jobs, and finally got 
his doctor’s degree in science at the University of Berlin. Fie 
returned to Pinsk in the holidays, and was a devoted son. The 
family was spiritedly intellectual. The other sons became 
doctors or scientists, and the atmosphere at home was agitated 
tvith political and literary talk. Weizmann’s father was an 
early Jewish nationalist. 

Weizmann got a job as a lecturer’s assistant in chemistry at 
Geneva, and lived there several years. He met a young 
woman, Vera (Veratchke) Chatzman, who was studying medi¬ 
cine and who became an M.D., fell in love with her, and 
married her. She has been his attractive and devoted com¬ 
panion ever since. They have two sons, Benjamin, a business 
man in London, and Michael, a science student at Cambridge. 
Weizmann left Geneva in 1903, when he was oOfered a lecture¬ 
ship at the University of Manchester, and England—plus 
Palestine—has been his home for thirty-five years. He still 
looks back with afl'ection on his Geneva days. When he visits 
Geneva to-day he takes friends from the Hotel Beau Rivage, 
where he usually stays, to the laboratory in the basement of 
the University College building, near the Parc de la R< 5 forma- 
tion, and shows them where he got his start. 

^ Her maiden name was Rachel Tchemetinsky. She is alive to-day, and 
lives in a modest house Weizmann built for her in Haifa, at the foot of Mt. 
Carmel. He brought her out of Russia in 1926, when his father died. 
When he comes to Palestine he visits her at once, and the whole family 
celebrates Passover every year in the aged lady’s house. 
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Weizrnann probably met Lenin in those days. He is not 
sure. But Lenin lived in Geneva at the time, and most of the 
Russian students frequented the .same caf^s. More than once 
Weizmann sat in the coffee house, unable to pay for the modest 
drink he had bought, waiting for some friend to come and bail 
him out. Most of his companions were scientists, not poli¬ 
ticians. In any event, whether he met Lenin or not, one fact 
is extraordinary, if purely coincidental—and that is his facial 
resemblance to Lenin. He is darker than Lenin was, and his 
face is broader, but the similarity is exceptional. Once, when 
Weizmann happened to be at an international conference, the 
Russian delegates—this was in 1923 or thereabouts—kept 
staring at him as if he were a ghost, and the Swiss detectives 
set up a guard at his hotel door thinking that he was Lenin. 

Long before the Manchester period Weizmann became a 
Zionist. He had—unlike most political leaders—two lives. 
He was a chemist by day, and a Zionist by night. Rather, since 
he is a genius, he was both a chemist and a Zionist twenty-four 
hours a day; he survived—and enjoyed—a compelling double 
activity. The only Zionist conference he ever failed to attend 
was the first one, in 1897. He was in Pinsk, and too poor to 
make the trip. He worked his way on a limber boat as far 
as Danzig, and then rushed overland to Basle, where the con¬ 
ference was held; but he got there two days late. 

I cannot treat in any detail the complex inner history of 
Weizmann’s relations with the Zionist movement from 1897 
to the present. Suffice it to say that, from the beginning, he 
was marked for leadership; that as a youth of twenty-seven 
he dared to oppose Herzl, the founder of political Zionism, 
whom he considered to be too visionary; that from the outset 
he took a practical attitude, urging the training of Jews in 
colonisation and agricultural work; that in his maiden speech 
to the biennial Zionist congress (1903), he conceived and put 
forward the project of a Hebrew University in Jerusalem; that 
for fifteen years he was the leader of the 'Manchester Group’ 
of British Zionists; that, finally, in 192 ^, he became president 
of the World Zionist Organisation. Many trials, many crises 
and counter-crises, and many moments of elation and despair, 
are masked by this brief record. 

In 1916 came the greatest moment of Weizmann’s life. 
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Chemistry and Zionism merged, though he did not know it 
then. 

David Lloyd George was searching for technical assistance 
in the preparation of explosives. There was an acute shortage 
of acetone, a substance indispensable to cordite manufacture. 
This was in the darkest period of the War. Disaster loomed. 
Synthetic acetone—and much else—was an imperative neces¬ 
sity. Lloyd George called a conference, and a.sked the advice 
of C. P. Scott, the editor of the Manchester Guardian. Scott 
said to Lloyd George, ‘I know a remarkable professor at 
Manchester University. He comes from somewhere near the 
Vistula; I don’t know which side. I will a.sk him if he will 
place liimsclf at the disposal of the state.’ 

Weizmann went to London to see Lloyd George. He was 
put in charge of the Admiralty laboratories. 

Lloyd George said: ‘I need immediate action, immediate 
results.’ 

Weizmann said: ‘How long can you give me? I’ll work 
night and day.’ 

Within .some weeks Weizmann had discovered a method of 
synthesizing acetone. He studied the composition of cereals, 
and found a method of isolating organisms which permitted 
him to make acetone out of—horse chestnutsi The method 
was developed on a large scale. A sufficient supply of acetone, 
and thus cordite, tvas assured Great Britain. Lloyd George 
called for Weizmann again. He said in effect, ‘Dr. Weizmann, 
you have rendered great .service to the state. I will recom¬ 
mend you to I-Iis Majesty for any honours you may wish.’ 

‘There is nothing I want for myself,’ Weizmann said. 

Lloyd George hinted at a viscountcy, a monetary grant, 

Weizmann shook his head. ‘There is only one thing I 
want,’ he said, ‘and that is a national home for my people.' 

A few months later came the Balfour Declaration, w'hich— 
in theory—provided it. Zionism—it seemed then—was won. 
Of course, other factors contributed to the announcement of 
the Declaration, as we have seen. But Lloyd George himself 
says that the acetone incident led him to support the Zionist 
thesis and that he brought Weizmann into contact with his 
old friend, Balfour, in order to open negotiations. When 
Balfour saw him, he said: ‘I need no introduction to Dr. Weiz- 
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mann. He converted me to Zionism ten years ago.’ Lloyd 
George has stated that Weizmann will rank with Nehemiah 
‘in the fascinating and inspiring story of the children of Israel’. 

The Zionist Colossus 

VVeizmaiin’s home in Pa 1 e,stine i.s at Rehovoth, near Tel- 
Aviv. His house is surrounded by citrus groves^ and is 
exquisitely appointed. Weizmann is a lover of life. He is a 
great host. He is something of a sybarite. He is not, like 
most nationalist leaders, arid in temperament, frugal in habit; 
he loves good food, good drink, good laughter. He is a 
resonant and capacious human being, with a delight in the 
life of the senses. 

But he works hard. He works hard at Zionism, and at his 
chemistry .still. The chief ornament of the colony at Reho¬ 
voth is not the glorious Ming porcelain inside his house, but 
his spare, squat laboratory across the grove. In this building, 
knoivn as tire Daniel Sieff Research I.,aboratory, hi.s staff con¬ 
ducts various experiments, most of them of a practical nature 
associated with Palestinian agriculture. Weizmann guides 
them, and is liitnsclf working on the by-products of orange 
peel, in order to increase the value of Palestine’s citrus crop. 

In Rehovoth, two small but startling coincidences present 
themselves. The first concerns Dr. Friedrich Habel, the great 
German chemist who invented the fixation of nitrogen. Habel 
was a Jew who turned Christian; when the Nazis came to 
power he went to Weizmann and begged to be forgiven, and 
was en route to Palestine, a Jew again, when he died in Basle. 
He left his chemical library to the Rehovoth establishment. 
Thus Weizmann, who helped win the War for Britain by 
synthesizing acetone, now works with the tools of another great 
chemist, Habel, who almost won the War for Germany by 
inventing another process of manufacturing explosives by new 
means, 

Second, Weizmann’s work on orange peel, which may have 
very important commercial developments, happens by an ex¬ 
traordinary coincidence to be a development of the same pro¬ 
cess he invented in regard to acetone twenty years before. Two 
decades ago, acetone produced Zionism. 'To-day acetone may 
help Zionism live. It is as if some single-mindedness were 
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pursuin'^ Wei/mann through the years, rigidly associating him 
with one line of development, one group of processes. 

Wcizmann adores Rehovoth. The land on which his house 
and laboratory were built belonged at one time—again a re¬ 
markable example of the unity of his life and career—to the 
first settler who left Pinsk, Wei/mann’s home town, for Pales¬ 
tine. When Wcizmann was a boy of ten, he saw this settler 
off at the Pinsk railway station, not by any stretch of the 
imagination conceiving that forty years later he would chance 
to buy this same man’s Palestine property. 

When the partition scheme was being discussed, it was dis¬ 
covered that Rehovoth was on the very edge of the projected 
Arab state. ‘Put it in the Palestine area at once,’ said the 
British boundary maker. ‘Palestine without Wcizmann is 
impossible.’ 

Once Wcizmann was showing Rehovoth to Sir Arthur 
Wauchope, then the High Commissioner. Wauchope admired 
it. ‘You have a very beautiful place here, Dr. Weizmann,’ he 
said. ‘Yes,’ Weizmann replied, ‘and it wasn’t built as a 
summer palace for the Grand Mufti, cither.’ 

Weizmann, a complex character—he is first of all a scien¬ 
tist, then a politician, but there is also a good deal of the artist 
in his nature—has some defects in temperament. Pie is 
moody. Occasionally he sulks. He is stubborn. For millions 
of Jews, he is Zionism, and Zionism is Weizmann, but he has 
a certain contempt—like Nehru in India—for the masses as a 
whole. He is not a good man in a crowd, though his wit, his 
elegance, his persuasive power in private conversation, are 
considerable. 

He dislikes documents. He is sometimes slothful, and hates 
to get up early in the morning. He is apt to say discussing 
administrative details, ‘If Shertok is agreed, let’s go on from 
there.’ (Shertok is the ‘foreign secretary’ of the Zionist move¬ 
ment.) He will stay up all night to read a scientific paper, but 
not a political paper. He hates to dictate letters. He writes 
everything in longhand, in tiny characters, in green ink on 
blue paper. Pie seldom keeps carbons of his correspondence, 
and it is said that a good many interesting records of his life 
have as a result been lost. When I saw him in Rehovoth in 
1938 he talked a good deal about his forthcoming memoirs— 
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they should be one of the great autobiographies of our time— 
but lie couldn’t for the life of him remember the name of his 
publisher. 

The most serious charge against Weizmann is that, a pri¬ 
soner of tradition and environment, he is too strongly pro- 
British. He is called timid, old-(ashioned and ‘too much a 
gentleman’. Another is that he docs not understand that it is 
not enough lor Jcw.s to be pa.ssive these days, that it is no longer 
any use fighting fire (the Aiabs), with water, that they must be 
fouglit with fire. He does not, it is .said, appreciate the modern 
activist position of Jewry; he does not realise that very many 
youthful Jews are willing to fight—and die—for their home¬ 
land. In London recently Malcolm MacDonald, the colonial 
secretary, asked him in effect, ‘Are you willing that Zionism 
should rest indefinitely on Britain for support?’ Weizmann 
said that he would have to consider the question before answer¬ 
ing. But almost any modern Zionist would have replied in¬ 
stantly that, given a fair chance, the Zionists are perfectly 
capable of defending themselves, and would be delighted to 
have the opportunity. Give them the rights originally pro¬ 
mised by the Mandate, give them unlimited immigration and 
arms, and they are more than willing to face the Arabs. 

Many Jev^s think that the Arabs, in themselves, arc no 
serious problem. It is only Arab-plus-England that is a 
problem. 

The major point of forward-looking Zionists early in 1939, 
when Europe faced almost certain warfare in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, was that a securely establiishcd and numerous Zionist 
majority in Palestine—to put it bluntly, a really Jewish Pales¬ 
tine—would be an infinitely more valuable a.sset to Britain 
than Palestine in ils present state of latent waiiare. The Jews 
would bring stability to Palestine, plus essential and incontro¬ 
vertible friendship for England, whereas the Arabs continu¬ 
ally provoke trouble, and give the enemies of England—Hitler 
and Mussolini—incessant opportunity for fishing in a ti’oubled 
desert. This is the point that activist Jews want Weizmann 
to make—no matter how often the British say that they must 
remember their responsibilities to the whole Moslem world, 
to the Mussulmans of India. 

Many Zionists think that Dr. Weizmann does not emphasise 
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sufFiciently that the Palestinian Arabs made no effort to help 
Britain in the Great War, though the Jews did. This prece¬ 
dent is particularly relevant now. 

Weizmann’s positive qualities are many. He has, first of 
all, courage. Second, like Mr, Gandhi, he has considerable 
lacility lor compromise; he is a subtle and competent negoti¬ 
ator, He may be a bit of a prima donna, but his intellectual 
slature is undisputed. He reads, talks, and writes six langu¬ 
ages tvith complete fluency, of which his favourite is Yiddish; 
he tan perform wonderful tricks with the Yiddish tongue. A 
famous chemist once said that he would throw away his whole 
life’s work to have written one page of Weizmann. Above all, 
he is a man of reason, a man of faith founded on rationality, 
and superbly honest; he never exaggci'ates, and always tends 
to understate rather than overstate a case. His eloquent voice 
is low. For emphasis, he lowers it. Some of his speeches are 
first-rate political literature. Finally, Weizmann is a man 
who has contributed so much to his cause that he ha,s become 
indispensable. Movement and leader ai’e, at the present 
juncture, one. 

Jewish Organisation and Other Leaders 

At the top is the Jewish Agency, which includes non-Zion¬ 
ists. This is a world organi.sation, represented in both Pales¬ 
tine and London by a Council, of which Dr. Weizmann is 
head, and an Executive, the chairman of which is David Ben- 
Gurion. Weizmann attends to policy and relations with the 
British; Ben-Gurion is the executive administrative officer. 
The most important branch of the Executive is the Political 
Department, headed by young Moshe Shertok. This is the 
liaison office between the Zionists and the Palestine Govern¬ 
ment, If Palestine were ever to become an independent state, 
as envisaged in Partition, Dr. Weizmann would be President 
of Palestine, with Ben-Gurion as his first prime minister, and 
Shertok as minister of foreign affairs. The Jewish Agency is 
quite distinct from the World Zionist Organisation, of which 
Dr. Weizmann is also president, 

Ben-Gurion, the head of the Jewish Agency Executive, is 
short, compact, energetic, with a mane of white hair; he was 
born in Poland in 1886, the son of a lawyer, and came to Pales- 
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tine ill whal they call the ‘second wave’ of the Jewish immigra¬ 
tion, that is, in 1906; he worked in Galilee as a farm labourer 
for a time, and then became one of the first settlers in the Plain 
of Esdraclon. They say that Ben-Gurion doesn’t know his 
own real name. Plis father, brought from Poland, lives now 
in Tel-Aviv; he is known simply as ‘the father of Ben-Gurion’, 
though in Hebrew ‘ben’ means ‘son of’. Ben-Gurion is an 
emphatic labour party man, and indeed is the father of the 
labour movement in Palestine; also he is an author—in Heb¬ 
rew—of distinction, 

Moshe Shertok, the ‘foreign minister’ and the most brilliant 
of the younger Zionists, was born in Kherson, in South Russia, 
in 1894. Ifis father, a journalist, believed strongly in Zionism, 
and came to Palestine in 1906. Pie settled with his family near 
Nablus, where they lived in an Arab village, Ain Siniyah, for 
many years—the only Jews for miles around. Young Moshe 
learned Arabic in these years, and his intimate childhood 
knowledge of Arab customs has been very valuable to him. 
He is, incidentally, a dazzling linguist, speaking Russian, 
German, Hebrew, Yiddish, Turkish, Arabic, French and 
English with equal case. One of his good friends is Abdulla 
of Transjordan, with whom he likes to discuss Arabic 
poetry. 

Shertok went to Constantinople to study law, and when the , 
'War broke out was conscripted for service in the Turkish army. 
His career in several curious respects parallels that of Haj 
Amin, the Arab Mufti; both are about the same age, both 
served as T'urkish officers after training in Constantinople, 
both retuimed to Palestine—to become leaders of different 
sides. When the War ended Shertok gave himself up to the 
British. An intelligence officer questioned him—^in German 
—and asked him if he knew Mustapha Kemal, later to be¬ 
come dictator of Turkey, and if he thought Kemal could be 
bought. Shertok said No. Then Shertok spent two years in 
an Arab village, studying the land, after which he went to 
England for several years at the London School of Economics. 
For some time he was a journalist, His future in Palestine 
is bound to be great. He is an exceedingly attractive person¬ 
ality. One of the greatest American jurists told me recently 
that he considered Shertok’s state papers, reports on the 
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political situation in Palestine and the like, to be unequalled 
by those o£ any contemporary government. 

The Jewish Agency is, I iiave noted, composed partly of non- 
Zionists; the exclusive Zionist organisation in Palestine is the 
celebrated Vaacl Leumi, or National Council of Palestine Jews. 
The Vaacl Leumi devotes itself in the main to local all airs, for 
instance public Iiealth, education, local finance, security. The 
head of the Vaad Leumi is another notable Zionist, Isaac Ben- 
Zvi. 

Ben-Zvi and Ben-Gurion are called the twins. They have 
been closely associated for many years, and now they head the 
two parallel organisations which determine Jewish policy in 
Palestine. Ben-Zvi, an ardent labourite, joined Ben-Gurion to 
edit the newspaper Haachdut (Union) in igio; they went to¬ 
gether to study laiv in Turkey, and both were deported from 
Palestine, then under Turkish rule, for Zionist activity, after 
having received death sentences. They spent the eaidy part 
of the War in America, and then returned to Palestine to enlist 
in the Jewish legion. Ben-Zvi and Ben-Gurion worked jointly 
to found the labour party in Palestine, and to initiate the trade 
union movement. Ben-Zvi lately has become passionately in¬ 
terested in archaeology. 

Within Zionism are several political parties. The most im¬ 
portant by a considerable margin is the labour party, known 
usually as ‘Mapai’, which stands for the initials in Miflegeth 
Poalei Eretz-Isracl (Labour Party of Palestine). The labourites, 
led by Ben-Gurion, Ben-Zvi, and Shertok, represent about 
fifty-five per cent of the Zionists in the world, and control in¬ 
disputably the Jewish Agency, the World Zionist Organisa¬ 
tion, and the Vaad Leumi. The complexion of the labour 
group is left-centre; its trade union, the powerful Histadruth 
(Labour Federation), is alTdiated with the Second Internation¬ 
ale, and has a membership close to 100,000, The members 
wear a uniform: blue shirts with a red emblem, and khaki 
shorts. The party is well organised, and draws most of its 
strength from the halutzim (pioneers) on the agricultural 
colonies; its system of co-operatives is growing. The labour 
party in Palestine, I heard it said in Jerusalem, differs from 
any labour movement elsewhere in the world in that (a) it 
perforce must encourage instead of opposing immigration and 
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(b) it cannot countenance strikes, since Palestine depends for 
development on encomagement of new capitalist enterprise. 
Most Histadruth men are no more on the Lxft than L^on Blum 
or the British labour party. They detest the communists, 
who are illegal and underground in Palestine. One thing is 
quite clear; the labour party is so strong in Pale.stine that, if 
ever a Jewish state is set up, it will be a labour state. The 
labourites say that they built up the country, and that it will 
remain theirs. 

Next come the Centrists, the old-time Zionist party, known 
as the General Zionists. The core was the old Hovevei Zion 
(Lovers of Zion) movement which began in the i88o’s in 
Russia. The General Zionists exist in two forms, known as 
General Zionists A, led by Dr. Weizmann, and General Zionists 
B, led by the eminent patriot Menahem M. Ussishkin, who for 
many years was Weizmann’s chief political opponent. The 
‘A’ group stands squarely in the centre; the ‘B’ group veers 
slightly to the right. There is also a group known as the 
‘Progressives’, led by Nahum Goldmann, the Zionist repre¬ 
sentative at Geneva, which flirts with labour. 

Ussishkin is an interesting personality. A fanatic, a man of 
iron will, an inveterate hater of compromise, he is the ‘elder 
statesman’ of Zionism; almost alone among eminent Zionists 
he was bold enough to oppose Partition in 1937-8. Ussishkin 
is seventy-five to-clay. He established a Lovers of Zion move¬ 
ment in Russia in i8S«, when he was only nineteen, more 
than a decade before the work of Herzcl. A frugal man, with 
a tremendous iron obstinacy and almost intolerable stubborn¬ 
ness, he has been a rock of Zionist faith that no misfortune 
has ever shaken. For eighteen years he was head of the Jewish 
National Fund, the Karen Kayeraeth, which helped settle 
colonists on the land. 

To the right of the Centrists is the Misrachi party, composed 
of orthodox Jews. Next is the Jewish State party, an offshoot 
of the ‘Revisionists’ of Vladimir Jabotinsky; they are a kind of 
‘loyal opposition’. Outside Zionism are the Agaduth Israel, 
the organisation of fanatically religious orthodox Jews, and 
finally the Jabotinsky Revisionists, who wear Brown Shirts, 
who have been outlawed by the Zionist organisation, and who 
are called by their enemies ‘Jewish Fascists'. They stand for 
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complete uncompromising independence. They want to kick 
the British out, abolish the Arabs somehow, and establish an 
unadulterated and undiluted Jewish state on both sides of 
the Jordan. 

Jabotinsky, born in Poland about fifty-five years ago, is a 
man of excessive eloquence, excessive versatility, and explosive 
ideas. Pie is a magnetic personality, revered by his followers. 
Plad he not taken an extreme line he would certainly have 
been Crown Prince of the movement under Weizmann. The 
British have barred him from Palestine, on account of the 
alleged incendiary nature of his utterances; he lives in exile, 
but in London. He likes to say that he devised the Brown 
Shirt uniform before Plitler did. He was a good officer in the 
Jewish legion, and probably the best orator that Palestine has 
produced. Plis career may develop very considerably if Weiz¬ 
mann should give up the leadership. 

A Jewish Defence Force exists, but it has nothing to do with 
the revisionists; it is, indeed, run largely—il secretly—by the 
labour party, who do not get on with the revisionists at all. 
The defence force is called the Haganah. It arose out of the 
necessities of the moment; volunteers organised themselves to 
protect the lonely and isolated colonies, which were constantly 
subject to Arab attack. It is extra-legal and if drills secretly, 
but every one admits that it exists, even the British. It even 
encourages secret immigration. The members are armed, 
but not uniformed. Probably the Haganah can muster 10,000 
rifles. 

Finally, one should mention a man technically outside poli¬ 
tics, who fits into no party category. Dr. Judah Magnes, the 
rector of the Flebrew University on Mt. Scopus. A humanist, 
a pacifist, a liberal. Dr. Magnes is one of the great modern Jews, 
though his opinions arc not popular in Zionist circles, and at 
times his humanitarianksm has made havoc of his judgment. 
Dr. Magnes, born in San Francisco in 1877, ordained as a rabbi 
in Cincinatti in 1900, is the great exponent in Palestine of a 
policy of complete conciliation with the Arabs. He thinks 
that a bi-national state is pos.sible, and that the Arabs can be 
won over to friendly co-operation with the Jews. Like 
Ussishkin, he opposed Partition. 
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CIRCUMNAVIGATION COMPLETE 

S o now, on the shores of the Mediterranean, within virtual 
sight—or gunshot—of Europe, our circumnavigation of 
the continent of Asia, which began some 10,000 miles away on 
the Sea of Japan, is complete. 

This book is far too long to burden with a formal summary 
or conclusion. In any case, most of the chapters carry their 
own conclusions, implicitly if not explicitly. It remains, per- 
hap.s, to indicate a few specific trends to adumbrate a Final 
horizon vievtr. 

As to single countries, one might say the following: 

Japan is on the march. The march is cruel and vigorous. 
Japan has the youthful obstreperousness, plus a unique sense 
of discipline, of an expanding state; it combines with the 
‘legitimate’ reasons for expansion a strong religious impulse, 
a kind of divine imperial mission, which makes it doubly 
formidable. Nothing will slop Japan except force—^force 
stronger than Jtipan’s—or, conceivably, social upheaval fol- 
low'ing grave military disaster. 

And China, old as Japan is young, charming as Japan is 
crude, amiable as Japan is sinister, cultivated and gracious 
as Japan is dynamic and efiicient, is in the grip of a con¬ 
vulsion partly of disintegration, partly of rebirth. The 
Chinese, surviving a terrific ordeal, are in a state of meta¬ 
morphosis. There may be two Chinas, a Japanese China, a 
Chinese China. The old China, in more than a political 
sense, is gone. 

In India, vastly numerous people are struggling for the 
sunlight of education, of freedom from religious shibboleth, 
of modern advance and political independence. It is not 
merely the British who govern India, who impede the growth 
of effective Indian nationalism. It is the Hindu religion, the 
strictures of mythology and of the caste system, and the 
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ponderous decay of centuries of outworn tradition, which 
contribute to responsibility. 

The Japanese push south, west, south-west. They will 
sooner or later encounter, first the Russians, who sit sombrely 
and wait, second what is left of tlie British Empire—which is 
quite a lot. If they turn east, they may meet the United States. 

The British control their incredible coagulation of terri¬ 
tory not so much by Machiavellian shrewdness in diplomacy 
or power of arras, but by a subtle combination of luck, tena¬ 
city, intuition, and prestige. Several times we have men¬ 
tioned those thirty or forty youngsters in dinner jackets who 
rule 10,000 square miles with a swagger stick. The British 
lose every battle, it has been said—except the last one. 

And now to basic, trends. What dominant chords do we 
find in the vast and complex Asiatic orchestra? 

First and overwhelmingly, there is imperialism. Capitalise 
it. Imperialism. Because it was rich, because it was undc- 
velopecl, because it was comatose politically, Asia has been for 
generations the loot of Europe. The history of modern Asia 
has been that of predatory western powers struggling among 
themselves for the rich and prostrate body of the eastern con¬ 
tinent. Geographically, Europe is an appendage of Asia. 
The appendage has wagged—and perhaps poisoned—the main 
body. 

The Japanese, being good mimics, and being on the surface 
the most westernised of Asiatic peoples, promptly learned to 
imitate the West in this matter of imperialism. Hence the 
occupation of Manchukuo and Inner Mongolia, and the war 
in China. 

Second, Asia is par excellence the continent of religious 
bondage and repression. Religion is an infinitely more power¬ 
ful political force in Asia than in Europe. Asia is a serf to 
God, Japan is a prisoner of Shinto, and India of the Brah¬ 
mans. The religious attitude leads to mysticism, as in Japan 
and India, to resignation, as in China, to a vicious degree of 
sectarian struggle, as in India, Iraq, Syria, and the Near East 
generally, and to murder, as in Palestine. 

The Mohammedan religion, admirable in many of its quali¬ 
ties, has one dominant characteristic. It is the most militant 
of the great religions. The Koran (iii. 159) says, ‘Count not 
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those who are killed in the way of God as dead, but living with 
their Lord,’ and (iv. 86), ‘If they (the disbelievers) turn their 
backs, then seize them and kill them wheresoever ye find 
them.’ There are about 250,000,000 Mohammedans in Asia. 
(This is not to say, of course, that in Islam there are not many 
thousands of splendid, peace-loving men.) 

Religion in Asia produces, too, a sense of the past rather 
than of the present, a sense of looking backward, not forward. 
Much of Asia is posses,sed by demonology. Even westerners, 
T. E. Lawrence for instance, are viewed mystically. Much 
of Asia is ruined by its ruins. 

Third, the poverty of Asia is unspeakably greater than any 
poverty known in the western world. A cause of this is the 
shockingly high birth-rate. 

Fourth, the growth of Asiatic nationalism has been con.si- 
derable despite these obstacles. China, the Mongolias, the 
Philippine.s, Siam, the Burmese, Persia, and all the Arab 
peoples have felt the sweet sting of national spirit, the surge 
and uplift of desire for authentic independence. 

Fifth, and closely allied with nationalism, has been a .slow, 
bitter, and tenacious struggle for democracy. This is parti¬ 
cularly notable in India. Associated with the growth of 
democratic institutions has been a gradual—a very gradual— 
development of education. But illiteracy remains greater in 
China, in India, in the Middle East, than any comparable 
regions in the world. 

Sixth, we must mention again the family system, and the 
fact that family groups are more cohesive in Asia than in the 
West, and play a far greater role in politics. In Europe dom¬ 
ination of a country by a single family is unknown to the 
extent that the Soongs dominate China, or the Husein family 
the countries of the Middle East. Family feuds in the West 
seldom have the political significance that they have, for 
instance, in Jerusalem. No ruling caste in any European 
country has anything like the ramifying power of, say, the 
Fujiwaras in Japan. 

Nevertheless, seventh, personality is almost as important in 
Asia as in Europe. Very nearly each country is dominated 
by a man. What would contemporary China be without 
Chiang Kai-shek, India without Gandhi, the Philippines 
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without Quezon, Auabia without Ibn Saud, Iran without Reza 
Pahlevi? These men arc—men. 

Eighth, the social struggle that stimulates, provokes, or 
undermines so much o£ Europe is hugely absent in Asia. The 
Japane,se are experimenting tvith a lorm oE state capitalism 
in Manchukuo. In China, a Red army valiantly continues to 
conduct the gueirilla .struggle, and in India Mr, Nehru is a 
socialist. But, by and large, partly because so much of Asia 
has been under the influence of imperialist tradition (and also 
because of the hampering factor of religious conservatism), 
very li ttlc consciousness of modern social forces exists. 

Ninth, I believe—I hope my Asiatic friends will not think 
the less of me for saying so—that by and large Asiatics are less 
generally competent than Europeans. Of course, the general¬ 
isation is crude. I do not mean that Asiatics are lc.ss intelli¬ 
gent than Europeans. The Chinese, I think, are the most 
intelligent people in the world; and in recent years India has 
had three Nobel prize winners. But, possibly because of 
generations of poverty and lack of education, Asiatics seem in 
general to have less stamina than westerners; they lack solidity, 
they lack shoulders. 

Finally, Pan-Asia is an illusion. One ran speak of Europe 
—even now—as a whole. But not Asia. One can speak of 
such a concept—at least till recently—as a ‘European mind’. 
I do not think one would readily use such a phrase as an 
‘Asiatic mind’, A war in Spain can send tremors throughout 
Europe as far as the Baltic and beyond; a war in China is still 
only remote, vestigial interest to the Asia of the Near East. 
Asia is not interlocked, intertwined, as Europe is, though it is 
interlocked luith Europe. The Japanese are on the march— 
even in Teheran I saw a brand of Japanese canned goods 
known as Geisha sardine.s—but Asia is a long distance around. 
It is too big to be a unit. It is three continents in one. 


the end 
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York Herald Tribune, Foreign Affairs, the bulletins of both 
the Foreign Policy As.sociation (New York) and the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs (London), Asia, the London 
Times, The Flindu (Madras), the Palestine Post, the Japan 
Advertiser, and the China Weekly Review. In some cases I 
read everything relevant for years back. 

I read blue books until I was blue in the face. Among those 
especially valuable were the first volume of the Simon Report 
on India and the Peel Report on Palestine. Also of great value 
were the greenbound pamphlets of the Royal Institute of Inter¬ 
national Affairs, on China and Japan, Egypt and Palestine. 

Finally, I could not have written this book, any more than I 
could have written Inside Europe, without the patient—per¬ 
haps I should say impatient—encouragement and active colla¬ 
boration of my wife, Frances Gunther, who accompanied me 
on the trip, and who assisted greatly in every aspect of the work. 

J. G. 
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